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Sermon Series - “Thrill of Hope” Your Story 
Link to Sermon (Coming Soon) 

 
How to use the LIFE|group Discussion Guide 
Talking through the message during the week helps you and your group turn 
what God is saying to you into action steps. Begin with the key questions, add 
any optional scriptures and questions if needed, and then wrap up by deciding on 
your next steps.  Have Fun! 
 
THE MAIN IDEA 
As your LIFE|group continues in this Christmas series, I want to invite you to the 
book of Galatians. The Apostle Paul gives us his version of the Christmas story. 
He’s speaking to primarily a Roman or Greek audience, not a Jewish audience, 
in the area of Galatia. 

 
The interesting thing about this passage of Scripture, especially if you’re not a 
Bible person or maybe a bit of a Bible skeptic, is that this was written around 
53-51 AD and that even those who are skeptical about the authority of Scripture 
pretty much all agree that the Apostle Paul actually wrote this. This was written 
during the time before Emperor Nero’s death and Paul was executed by Nero, 
and so there is really no arguing about when this was written, which means it was 
written about twenty years after Jesus was crucified and about fifty-five years 
after the birth of Jesus. 

 
The other thing that makes this interesting is the Apostle Paul lived during the 
time of the people who knew Jesus. It’s very likely he met Mary, and if he never 
met Mary (maybe she had died by then), he knew the Apostle John, who actually 
took care of Mary, Jesus’ mother, in her old age until the time that she went to be 
with the Lord. So consequently, here is a guy who basically is looking back on 
the birth of Jesus, looking back on the life of Jesus, the death and the 
resurrection of Jesus, and now he’s looking at that and he’s giving us his version 
of the Christmas story. But significantly he’s giving us what he sees as the 
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significance of the Christmas story as it relates to you and it relates to me. 
He let’s us in on WHY the story gives us a Thrill of Hope...  
 
OVERVIEW AND QUESTION 
How do you view your relationship with God? 
How does God view your relationship? 
 
SCRIPTURE(S) 
Galatians 4 
  
Discussion Questions 

● What is the best part of the Christmas season? 
● Have you set any new goals for the coming year? 
● How would you describe your mood heading into Christmas? 
● What stood out to you from this weekend’s message? Why? 
● How do you view your relationship with God? 
● Read Galatians 4. 
● How does God view your relationship with Him? 
● What does it mean to you, that you have been adopted into God’s family? 
● What kind of relationship do/did you have with your dad? 
● Does that relationship affect your relationship with God? How? 
● As a follower of Christ, we are given the honor to refer to the God of all creation as, “Abba - 

daddy - father” 
● Does this hold any significance in your life? 
● Have you ever struggled with self-worth? 
● How do you view your worth in the eyes of God? Do you live life in this truth/lie? 
● YOU are worth Christmas. You are worth the life/death/resurrection of Jesus. YOU are worth 

being adopted into His family! What difference will these truths make in your week? 
       

Next Step(s) & Resources: 
1. How can your LIFE|group help, encourage, pray for or keep you accountable you this week? 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians%204
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians%204

