
LIFE|group Discussion Guide 
 

Sermon Series - “Casting Shadows” Week 4 
Link to Sermon (Here) 

 
How to use the LIFE|group Discussion Guide 
Talking through the message during the week helps you and your group turn 
what God is saying to you into action steps. Begin with the key questions, add 
any optional scriptures and questions if needed, and then wrap up by deciding on 
your next steps.  Have Fun! 
 
THE MAIN IDEA 
A shadow can be a welcomed sight, especially out in the hot sun. However, the 
allure of a casting shadow toward the mission of our lives is a danger for every 
human being who ever lived, but it's especially powerful right here in Boulder 
County where we live. Boulder County is a place where having a desire, wanting 
to enjoy the world, or maybe wanting to make money, to get in touch spiritually, 
to do all kinds of things is so powerful, but it so easily turns into an ego-driven - 
self-fulfillment shadow. 

 
We're starting a series to look at how to find and live out the mission God has for 
you and how to overcome your casting shadow. We’re wading into some really 
deep waters. We're going to walk through one of the most amazing stories in the 
Bible over the next four weeks. Our vehicle will be the book of Esther. It's this 
story of characters given a choice between a God-given mission and a casting 
shadow that distracts and deceives. We’ll see that people choose. Destinies get 
formed. And the world gets changed. 
 
OVERVIEW AND QUESTION 
What is your purpose? 
How do you celebrate and remember the work of God in your life? 
How do you keep your eyes on that purpose? 

 

http://www.rockcreekchurch.org/sermons/sermon/2016-11-13/casting-shadows-week-4
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SCRIPTURE(S) 
Esther 
  
Discussion Questions 

● What are you looking forward to as we approach Thanksgiving? Why? 
● What is one holiday family tradition that you are proud of? 
● What’s one holiday family tradition that you’d rather kill and never see again? 
● What stood out to you from this week’s sermon? Why? 
● Toward the end of Esther, God delivers (saves) His people from pending destruction and 

elimination. How has God saved you? 
● For many centuries, Jewish people have celebrated “Purim” in remembrance and celebration for 

how God saved their people group during Xerxes and Esther’s reing. How do you remember the 
things God has done in your life? 

● We talked about the fact that God is always watching. Not with a discipline eye, but a protective 
and provisional eye. How have you seen this throughout your life?  

● We talked a lot about Esther, Xerxes, Vashti, Mordecai, Haman and others. We talked about the 
phrase, “How is it that....?” regarding their lives. God was in the picture. He’s always in it. He’s 
always moving pieces around and positioning. He has a purpose. Finish this personal sentence. 
“How is it, that YOU…?” 

● How has God revealed His plan to you throughout this sermon series on the book of Esther? 
● What is the plan? What is the mission? What is your purpose? Why are you here? 
● What is one thing you will take away from this series? Why? 
● Take some time and pray for one another as we close this series. Pray in celebration and 

thankfulness on how God has delivered each and every one of you. Then pray for one another’s 
mission/purpose/calling. Pray for strength, courage, continued guidance and support as you 
each move on the plan! 
       

Next Step(s) & Resources: 
1. How can your LIFE|group help, encourage, pray for or keep you accountable you this week? 

 
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/quicksearch/?quicksearch=Esther&qs_version=NIV

