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For thus says the Lord to the house of Israel:

“Seek me and live;
but do not seek Bethel,
and do not enter into Gilgal
or cross over to Beersheba;
for Gilgal shall surely go into exile,
and Bethel shall come to nothing.”

Amos 5:4-5

The Lord’s Service
December 3, 2017




The Advent Season

This Sunday marks the first Sunday of the Advent season, which is the four Sundays im-
mediately preceding Christmas Day. The term “Advent” is taken from the Latin word
which means coming or arrival, and is a season the church has historically set aside for
special attention on the significance of the first coming of Christ, and on our waiting for
him to come again.

Over the next four weeks we will begin our service with Scripture readings and prayers
that help us remember the waiting of God’s people for the Messiah that was fulfilled in
Christ’s first coming. The hymn “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” captures this Old Testa-
ment longing powerfully: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that
mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear.” Looking back on Christ’s birth,
we rejoice that God fulfilled his promises by sending the Messiah, Jesus Christ, to save his
people from sin. At the same time, the Advent season reminds us that we, like Israel, are
also waiting for our full redemption. We are living in a world broken by sin, death, disease,
difficulties, and trials of every kind. Just as Israel longed for the Messiah, so we long for
the second coming of Christ and his promise to destroy sin and its curse in this world,
that day when “He will wipe away every tear from our eyes, and death shall be no more,
neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have
passed away.”

Advent is thus a season that emphasizes waiting, preparation, and repentance for God’s
people. As one Christian author reminds us:

While it is difficult to keep in mind in the midst of holiday celebrations, shopping,
lights and decorations, and joyful carols, Advent is intended to be a season of fasting,
much like Lent, and there are a variety of ways that this time of mourning works
itself out in the season. Reflection on the violence and evil in the world cause us to
cry out to God to make things right—to put death’s dark shadows to flight. Our exile
in the present makes us look forward to our future Exodus. And our own sinfulness
and need for grace leads us to pray for the Holy Spirit to renew his work in conform-
ing us into the image of Christ.

One of the great benefits of the Advent season is that it helps us re-focus, particularly
in the midst of the consumerism everywhere around us, that our hope is not in this
world. As we share in the longing of God’s people of old for Jesus’ first coming, we re-
new our desire for his second coming. This season is also another opportunity for us to
cultivate an attitude of repentance and humility for our sin. If we are to fully enter into
the joy of Jesus’ birth on Christmas morning, we must ask God to help us mourn over
our captivity to sin and failure to love and serve him which made it necessary.




The Lords Service
December 3, 2017

Welcome and Announcements
Prelude

First Sunday of Advent
Reading, Prayer and Candle Lighting

Call to Worship Pastor Scott Korljan
Psalm 111:1
Praise the LORD!
[ will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart,
in the company of the upright, in the congregation.
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T Opening Hymn #194 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (Vs. 1-3 and 5 only)
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+ Invocation

Psalm 124:8
Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
People: who made heaven and earth.

Let us pray.

T The Greeting
2John 3
Grace, mercy, and peace will be with us, from God the Father and from
Jesus Christ the Father's Son, in truth and love.

Amen

T Response
#218 “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” (Verse 5 only)
All creation, join in praising
God the Father, Spirit, Son;
evermore your voices raising
to th’eternal Three in One:
Come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the newborn King.
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Confession of Sin

Deuteronomy 6:5; Leviticus 19:18
Our covenant God reveals his will in these two verses: “You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.”
“You shall not take vengeance, or bear a grudge against the sons of your own
people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself; [ am the Lord.” God’s law
clearly reveals that we are accountable to him. We do not live up to the perfect
standard of his righteousness. Therefore, with one voice, let us confess our sins
to him.

Gracious heavenly Father, we have heard your word and are grieved

by our sinfulness. According to your perfect standard of holiness and
righteousness, we have not loved or served you as we should, but instead
have often ignored your covenant with us; we have not always honored and
revered your name, but instead have abused it; we have not always listened
and learned from your word, but instead have often disregarded it; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves, but instead have often behaved
selfishly and unkindly toward them. For these and all our sins, we repent
and seek forgiveness, as we ask for your abundant mercy, grace, and pardon,
through the atoning work of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Declaration of Forgiveness

Romans 8:34; 2 Corinthians 5:17
Hear the good News!
Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who
was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.”
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away;
behold, the new has come.”

A=Stand, if able Bold Words=Congregation
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t Hymn of Assurance “All I Have is Christ”
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Prayers of Intercession and the Lord’s Prayer

Scripture Readings
1 Kings 12:26-33; Mark 7:1-7

This is the Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

Giving God Our Offerings
Ifyou are seated on the center aisle, please pass the red Visitor Pad for all visitors
to sign.

T Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him all creatures here below:
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

A =Stand, if able Bold Words=Congregation



T Sermon Text Reading
Amos 5:1-6;, 21-27

Hear this word that I take up over you in lamentation, O house of Israel:

2“Fallen, no more to rise,
is the virgin Israel;
forsaken on her land,
with none to raise her up.”

3 For thus says the Lord God:

“The city that went out a thousand
shall have a hundred left,
and that which went out a hundred
shall have ten left to the house of Israel.”

4For thus says the Lord to the house of Israel:

“Seek me and live;
5but do not seek Bethel,
and do not enter into Gilgal
or cross over to Beersheba;
for Gilgal shall surely go into exile,
and Bethel shall come to nothing.”

6 Seek the LoRD and live,
lest he break out like fire in the house of Joseph,
and it devour, with none to quench it for Bethel.

(continued on next page)
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21T hate, I despise your feasts,
and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
22 Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,
[ will not accept them;
and the peace offerings of your fattened animals,
[ will not look upon them.
23 Take away from me the noise of your songs;
to the melody of your harps I will not listen.
24 But let justice roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

25“Did you bring to me sacrifices and offerings during the forty years

in the wilderness, O house of Israel? 26 You shall take up Sikkuth your king,
and Kiyyun your star-god—your images that you made for yourselves,
27and I will send you into exile beyond Damascus,” says the LORD,

whose name is the God of hosts.

This is the Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

Sermon
“Autopsy of a Dead Religion” Pastor Scott Korljan
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‘Autopsy of a Dead Religion”
I.  Worship not done in Truth

II. Worship not done in Spirit

Discussion questions:
1. Does it surprise you that the way we worship God is just as important to God as the attitude we
bring to worship?

2. What are current obstacles in our own lives and in our culture that can keep us from worshipping
God both in truth, and with the right spirit?

3. How can we work to overcome those obstacles so that we are better prepared for worship and
more engaged in worship?

4. For Further Study: Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 21 gives our confessional under-
standing of how the worship of God should be regulated and what legitimate elements should be
part of God’s worship.
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Prayer of Application

Tt Sermon Hymn  #252 “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” (Vs. 1 & 4 only)
When I survey the wondrous cross
on which the Prince of glory died,
my richest gain [ count but loss,
and pour contempt on all my pride

Were the whole realm of nature mine,
that were a present far too small;

love so amazing, so divine,

demands my soul, my life, my all.

A =Stand, if able Bold Words=Congregation
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Holy Communion

Invitation to the Lord’s Table

We warmly welcome to the table all who trust in Jesus Christ for their salvation, have
been baptized and have publicly professed their faith as members of any evangelical
Christian church. We encourage families to come forward together, but ask that young
children not partake of the elements until they have met with their Elders to make

a profession of their faith. We encourage those not participating to spend this time
reflecting on Individual Prayers for Communion on Page 19. We hope these prayers
will be helpful to you as you consider your relationship to Jesus Christ and His people,
the church.

Affirmation of Faith Heidelberg Catechism Question and Answer #1
What is your only comfort in life and death?

That I, with body and soul, both in life and death, am not my own,
but belong unto my faithful Savior Jesus Christ,

who with his precious blood has fully satisfied for all my sins,
and delivered me from all the power of the devil,

and so preserves me that without the will of my heavenly Father
not a hair can fall from my head;

indeed, that everything must fit his purpose for my salvation,
therefore by his Holy Spirit he also assures me of eternal life

and makes me heartily willing and ready, always, to live for him.

A =Stand, if able Bold Words=Congregation
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Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration

The Lord be with you. Ruth 2:4
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts! Lamentations 3:41
We lift them up to the Lord!

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. Psalm 118:1

It is right to give him thanks and praise.
You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. We
praise you that you sent him into this world to satisfy our need and our longing a
Savior, to bring freedom to the captives of sin, and to establish justice for the
oppressed. And now as we set apart these common elements of bread and wine,
we ask you to bless them so that the bread that we break, and the cup of blessing
which we bless, would be for us by faith a participation in the body and blood of
our Lord. Now with the angels and all the company of heaven, and with the church
on earth, we magnify your glorious Name, evermore praising you and singing:
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Music for Meditation “Jesus, Joy of the Highest Heaven”

“Jesus, joy of the highest heaven,
Born as a little baby
Under a wondrous star.

Like us, crying he takes His first breath
Held by His mother, helpless
Close to her beating heart.

Jesus, laid in a lowly manger,
Facing a world of dangers,

Come to turn me a stranger
Into a child of God.

Jesus, King of the highest heaven
Learning to take His first steps,
That He might bring us life.

Like us, knowing our smiles and sorrows,
He showed the way to follow,

A way that is true and right.

Jesus, take away every darkness,
Steady my simple footsteps
That I might in your goodness
Live as a child of God.”
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1st Communion Hymn #223 “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks”
(Vs. 1-3 & 6 only)
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2nd Communion Hymn “Be Unto Your Name”
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Prayer after Communion
Eternal God, you love us, have chosen us, and redeemed us through
your Son, Jesus Christ, whose body was broken and whose blood was
shed for us. Grant that we may go into the world, in the strength of
your Spirit, to serve you and others through Christ our Lord. Amen.

T Dismissal #196 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” (Verse 4 only)
Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king,
born to reign in us forever now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone;
by thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne.

+ Benediction

T Benediction Response
Amen, Amen, Amen

Postlude

A =Stand, if able Bold Words=Congregation
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Individual Prayers for Communion

Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth and the life. If what you claim

is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of who you are.
Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider
the reasons for doing so. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent,
convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief

Lord Jesus, I admit that [ am weaker and more sinful than I ever before
believed, but through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to
hope. I repent of my sins of self-ruling and self-saving. I thank you for paying
my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross and offering forgiveness and new
life. Thank you that my sin and rebellion are Yours, and Your righteous, perfect,
and obedient life is mine through faith in You. Knowing that you died on the
cross and have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive and
rest upon you alone as my Savior and Lord. I now resolve in humble reliance on
the Holy Spirit and through the power of the gospel graciously working in my
life to walk in manner pleasing to You. Amen.

Prayer for those struggling with Sin
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in You the fulfillment of all my need, and may

turn from every false satisfaction to feed on You, the true and living bread.
Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, and run with perseverance
the race set before me, looking to You, the pioneer and perfecter of my faith.
Amen.

19



Prayer Requests
Redeemer Family:

fHomebound: Dale Millward and Reva Sharp

fBarb Weber and family as they mourn the loss of Barb’s mother.

fBill Crimmins and family as they mourn the loss of Bill’'s mother.

fFor Chris Stevens as he travels to Lansing for ordination exams. Pray for safe
travel.

fKathy Van Til and her family. Pray for physical, emotional, and spiritual strength
as she continues treatment for cancer.

fJoyce Weise and ongoing health issues.

fKimberly Close, sister of Katina Gibson, who is struggling with physical,
emotional and spiritual difficulties. Pray that God’s love and comfort would
meet her in this season of need.

fPaul Mann (Maggie’s son-in-law) as he undergoes chemotherapy for
advanced cancer. Pray for physical strength, recovery and for God to reveal
himself to him.

Churches in our Presbytery:

Redeemer Presbyterian, Holland, Michigan - Pastor Charles Byrd: Pray for the
Lord’s continued blessing on the ministries of the church, numerical growth, and
an increased joy in knowing our Lord. Pray for an increasing desire to be outward
focused in our ministries.

Covenant Presbyterian, Holland Michigan - Pastor Ken (Laurie) Klett; Associate
Pastor Hans (Gretchen) Deutschmann: We would appreciate prayer for our search
for an Education and Family Ministries Pastor in light of Pastor Deutschmann’s
anticipated retirement in June. Also that our year long adult Sunday School on
Evangelism would embolden us and bear much fruit. Pray for improved involve-
ment on our part in our local guidance and clarity regarding interest in two differ-
ent possible church plant scenarios.

Reverend Don Remillard - Pray for the people I visit who are elderly, weak, and
shut-in.
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Announcements
Staffed Nursery Available - For infant to 4 years old. Please see a Deacon or
Greeters for directions to the Nursery.
Next Sunday - Pastor Scott preaches from Amos 5-6.

Candy Catechism - Catechism question of the month:
Question 21, Who is the Redeemer of God’s elect?

Young Adult Dinner - Tomorrow at the Boerema home.
Detroit Project Offering - Next Sunday

Opening Hymns During Advent - We hope to include our children in a special way
as we celebrate the birth of our Savior. Our opening hymns will be well-known
Christmas carols from our hymnal. We invite all ages 14 and younger to the

front of the sanctuary during the prelude; older youth should bring a hymnal
with them. We will have the children only sing the chorus of the hymn with
everyone singing the final chorus in unison. Let us rejoice together as we praise

our Savior and King!

Redeemer Choir - Will be meeting after church to practice an anthem for the
Advent season. All enthusiastic singers are welcome; we’d love to have more men.

Messiah Sing - The annual Messiah Sing is today, singers need to arrive by 2:45 pm
for an hour-long rehearsal. The oratorio begins at 4 pm. Please join us!

Christmas Caroling - Sunday, December 17th following our service.

Fundraiser ‘Swingshift & the Stars’ - at the City Opera House on December 15th. Please
come and support Love INC. Tickets are $100 each or $175 for two. Funds raised will
support the Medical Equipment Loan Closet, Baby Crib Ministry and Life Skills Classes.
Call Love INC (231-941-5683) to reserve your tickets or make a donation to support our

dancers.

This week at Redeemer:
Young Adult Dinner - Monday

Men’s Group - Wednesday, 7:15 pm
Men’s Study - Thursday, 7:30 am

(Life Together, The Classic Exploration of Christian Community, by D. Bonhoeffer)

Ladies Bible Study - Thursday, 9:30 am & 7 pm
Prayer Gathering - Thursday, 12 noon
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Serving Today:
Communion Set Up: Kit Hinz

Elder: Bill Morrison

Greeting: Dennis & Joyce Weise, Barb Weber, Kit Hinz

Music Ministry: Connie Van Til, Leah Cho, Anna & Lily Gibson
Anna & Ellen Racine

Nursery: Berneice Gonder

Refreshments: Jenny Morrison

Sound Board: Ralph Kott

Serving on Sunday, December 10th:
Communion Set Up:  Barb Weber / Kate Empie

Greeting: Dennis & Joyce Weise, Barb Weber, Kit Hinz
Music Ministry: Connie Van Til, Lindsay Korljan, Teresa Kott
Sua Lee, Jenny Morrison
Nursery: Heidi Van Til
Refreshments: Beth Nussdorfer
Sound Board: David Smith
Financials October 31,2017 October 31,2016
General Giving + Rentals: $226,534 $234,568
General Expenses: $221,006 $219,250

Budgeted General Giving + Rentals: $249,630

Redeemer Facebook (Redeemer PCATC)
Check out for weekly encouragement and updates.

Want to receive Redeemer email notifications & reminders?
Contact the Church office at:
email: redeemertc@gmail.com
phone: 231-946-1700
Website: www.redeemertraversecity.org
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The Session (Pastor and Elders)

Rev. Scott Korljan, Pastor.........nn: (773) 971-4055
Fred Janke ... (216)789-1291
12310 LY (o) g g Y0 o PP 645-1214
Fred WEDET ... 631-1986

David Schafer (Emeritus)

The Deacons

JETTY DEVIIES ..t 938-2317

J270) 030 1S3 = 1<) LR 645-4054

ChriS MillWard.....cccceeieiseseriseceesessesess s sesssess s ssssssessssenesnns 392-2410

DENNIS WEISE oo ssesssessessssessessssesssssssessssssnesassssness 223-7483
Redeemer Staff

Scott Korljan, Pastor

Mr. Chris Stevens, Pastoral Resident

Connie Van Til, Music Ministry

Deb Long, Office Administrator/Bookkeeper

Redeemer Presbyterian Church
402 W. Ninth Street
Traverse City, MI 49684

(231) 946-1700

Website: www.redeemertraversecity.org
Email: redeemertc(@gmail.com

Sunday School: 9 AM
Worship Service: 10:15 AM

A Congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America
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