
Session 2 – Meredith Ziafat 

Holiness and Love 

 

When we display the communicable attributes of God—which are the traits we share with 
him—it proves we are his—there’s no other explanation for why we would display holiness & 
sacrificial love—we share his qualities because we were created in his image & because we are 
in relationship with him. 

HOLINESS__________________________________________________________________ 

Definition:  God’s moral excellency or perfection, his purity, and his being set apart. 

• God’s most defining characteristic—according to how many times it is mentioned in the 
bible—over 900 

• Holiness is what sets God apart from his creation—but also what sets us as humans 
apart from all creation—we (unlike all other creation) pursue holiness because we 
(meaning humans) were made in God’s image. 

• Holiness is the lens through which we must look at all of the other communicable 
attributes 

• God’s attributes are reflected imperfectly in us but perfectly in Jesus 
• We are not just saved from sin but to holiness! 

 

1.  Positional holiness—In Christ—our justification—declared righteous & freed from the 
penalty of sin which is death (eternal separation from God) 

Hebrews 10:10 “And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the 
body of Jesus Christ once for all” 

2. Practical holiness—By the Spirit—our sanctification—growing in righteousness & striving  
 
Philippians 2:12-13 “work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God 
who works in you” 

 

What fuels the pursuit of holiness in our lives?  Knowing & experiencing God—our intimate 
connection with God & our submission to him  

Isaiah 6:1-6 

6 In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted 
up; and the train[a] of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him stood the seraphim. Each 



had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with 
two he flew. 3 And one called to another and said: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 
the whole earth is full of his glory!”[b] 

4 And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the 
house was filled with smoke. 5 And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of 
unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen 
the King, the LORD of hosts!” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had 
taken with tongs from the altar. 7 And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this has 
touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.” 

 

1. Awe of God’s holiness  
2. Awareness of our sin—knowledge of God & knowledge of self go hand in hand 
3. Atonement for our sin/access to his holiness 

 

Two main ways we pursue holiness:   

Moving AWAY FROM—Separation FROM—sin, evil, & the pattern of the world, being set apart, 
putting off the old self 

Moving TOWARD—Devotion TO—God, seeking first his kingdom, his glory, putting on the new 
self 

 

Colossians 3:5-14 

5 Put to death therefore what is earthly in you:[b] sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil 
desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 On account of these the wrath of God is 
coming.[c] 7 In these you too once walked, when you were living in them. 8 But now you must 
put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth.9 Do 
not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self[d]with its 
practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the 
image of its creator.( (11 Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, 
barbarian, Scythian, slave,[e] free; but Christ is all, and in all.)) 



12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate 
hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one 
has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you 
also must forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, which binds everything together 
in perfect harmony.  

 

Sermon on the Mount 

• Jesus takes sin beyond what is seen to the heart—Inward motivation matters 

Matthew 5:48 “You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect” 

 

But the key is holiness isn’t just fasting from sin (moving away from sin) but feasting on God 
(moving toward him) 

We move TOWARD him through the spiritual disciplines—prayer, meditation, reading Scripture, 
being with other believers who can encourage us & point us toward him 

 

Great Commandment —LOVE GOD & LOVE OTHERS 

Matthew 22:36-40 

36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” 37 And he said to him, “You 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind. 38 This is the great and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself. 40 On these two commandments depend all the Law and the 
Prophets.”   

LOVE 

 

Zephaniah 3:17 

The LORD your God is in your midst, 
    a mighty one who will save; 
he will rejoice over you with gladness; 
    he will quiet you by his love; 
he will exult over you with loud singing. 



God demonstrated his love for us at the Cross—while we were still sinners—dead—unable to 
do anything for him, Christ died for us (Rom 5:8)—and God delights in us because he loves us—
we are his. 

Problem with failing to connect with God’s personal love for us is that it is the foundation for 
loving Him and loving others. 

1 John 4:19 “We love because he first loved us” 

 

1 John 4:11 

Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

If we are not aware of God’s love for us & satisfied in Him, we can’t love others selflessly, 
because we will be using others to fill a void in us that was never intended to be met through 
relationships with others.  

 

Matthew 5—loving your enemies—not just those who love you 

To love others sacrificially as Christ did us is a picture of the gospel.  It is a mark that we have 
been loved by God when we love others who we would not be able to otherwise.  

The most impactful demonstrations of love are those that are only possible because of the 
Spirit’s work in our lives. 

Our holiness is made manifest through our love. 

  

1 John 4:12  

“No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is 
perfected in us.” 

 

This is the kind of love that is to mark us as believers. The kind of love that proves our identity 
as Christians indwelt by the Holy Spirit. 

John 13:35  
“By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

 

 

 



 

Build My Life 

Holy there is no one like you  
There is none beside you  
Open up my eyes in wonder  
And show me who you are  
And fill me with your heart  
And lead me in love to those around me 

 

 

 

 

 


