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Setting the Stage

It is the pride of any city to host the Olympic Games. Every two 
years, cities make bids to the International Olympic Commis-
sion in hope of being able to host the Games. The host city is 
announced years in advance, giving the city plenty of time to 
prepare for those two weeks in which the eyes of the world will 
be focused on them. Between the Opening Ceremonies, the Pa-
rade of Nations, and the joy of watching the world’s best athletes 
compete, it’s easy to get swept up into the grandeur and spectacle 
of the Olympics. 

But “grandeur” and “spectacle” could hardly be used to describe 
the state of many Olympic venues after the nations pack up and 
leave. Sarajevo’s bobsled track from the 1984 Winter Games has 
been vandalized by graffiti and is now used by mountain bik-
ers. The seats of the softball stadium in Athens from the 2004 
Summer Games are now rusted, and the field is overgrown with 
weeds. Even the site of the opening and closing ceremonies from 
the 2016 Summer Games in Rio de Janeiro has been abandoned 
and is missing hundreds of seats due to vandals. 

The enormous amount of money cities put in to building 
now-abandoned venues has opened a debate about whether host-
ing the Olympics is a good investment. Regardless, it is hard to 
imagine a bigger contrast between former glory and present ruin 
than many of these venues. 

QUESTION: What are some other examples you’ve seen—whether 
in real life or in a story—of this contrast between former glory and 
present ruin? 
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What’s Happening

When Adam and Eve rebelled against God in Eden, the results 
were catastrophic (Gen. 3:14-19). However, the fallout included 
whispers of hope, most significant of which is God’s judgment on 
the serpent: “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and 
between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your 
head, and you shall bruise his heel” (v. 15).

In one sense, all of humanity is Eve’s “offspring” in that we are 
all physically descended from her. But the point of God’s words 
is that after this moment, humanity will be split into two camps: 
those who follow him (the woman’s offspring) and those who op-
pose him (the serpent’s offspring). These two groups will always 
be at war with each other, and though Eve’s offspring will suffer 
greatly, they will be victorious in the end. 

In Genesis 4 we see humanity branching out into these two 
groups, beginning in Adam and Eve’s own household with their 
sons Cain and Abel. Verses 3-5 set the scene for us: Cain, a farm-
er, and Abel, a shepherd, each brought offerings to God from 
their respective occupations. God accepted Abel’s offering but 
rejected Cain’s. 

It’s not explicitly stated why God accepted one offering and not 
the other, but the close connection between the men and their 
offering (“Cain and his offering” and “Abel and his offering”) sug-
gests that it wasn’t the offering God was evaluating so much as 
the one bringing it (see also Heb. 11:4). We know this by observ-
ing Cain’s response to God’s patient correction in verses 6-7. If he 
had truly loved God, Cain would have listened to his instructions 
and amended his ways. Instead, he rejected God, murdered Abel, 
and evaded responsibility for it when questioned. 

As a result, God assigns a wandering life of hunting and gath-
ering to Cain, who has the audacity to complain that his pun-
ishment isn’t fair and that he’ll be killed (v. 14). But in an act of 
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undeserved mercy, God marks Cain for protection, and assures 
him that should someone harm him, he will bring perfect justice 
upon that person (“seven” being a number of completion). He 
also graciously gives children to Cain and his wife.1

However, the divide between humanity’s two camps widens 
with Cain’s descendants (vv. 17-24). On the one hand, his de-
scendants are responsible for producing good things like music 
and technology. Yet alongside man’s capacity for great achieve-
ment is his capacity from great evil. As civilization progresses, 
so does sin, and Lamech demonstrates just how bad things have 
gotten. Lamech rebels against God’s design for marriage by tak-
ing two wives. In contrast to Cain, who feared being attacked, 
Lamech looks around for a fight. In response to being hit by 
a young man, Lamech will cheerfully kill him. And if anyone 
wrongs him, he’ll go beyond justice to disproportionate violence 
and endless retaliation (vv. 23-24). 

It’s hard to fathom the contrast between Adam and Eve walking 
with God in Eden and Lamech the boastful, violent polygamist. 
But the chapter ends with a reminder about the other line of 
humanity. Seth is born to Adam and Eve, and we’re told that 
at “that time people began to call upon the name of the LORD” 
(v. 26). Like many former Olympic venues, humanity’s original 
glory has been severely tarnished. But Seth is a reminder that, 
unlike those venues, humanity’s most glorious days are still to 
come. 

QUESTION: How would you describe God’s interactions with Cain? 
What do we learn about God’s character in these interactions? 

1 Who exactly is Cain afraid will kill him? And for that matter, where 
does he get his wife? The simple answer is found in Genesis 5:4 – “and [Adam] 
had other sons and daughters.” The others he feared and the wife he took were 
either siblings or his siblings’ descendants. Cain and Abel probably weren’t the 
only children of Adam and Eve when the murder happened.
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Jesus Connection

“Offspring” in Scripture has multiple meanings. It can refer to an 
immediate descendant like a child or a collective group of people 
like someone’s descendants. Or it can refer to a single, distant 
descendant. All three are probably in view in Genesis 3:15 when 
God announces conflict between Eve’s offspring and the ser-
pent’s offspring.

While we see Genesis 3:15 begin to be fulfilled in Cain and Seth 
and their descendants in Genesis 4, it is ultimately fulfilled in 
Eve’s distant descendant, Jesus. When we remember that God 
promised conflict between the offspring of Eve and the serpent, 
it’s not surprising that Jesus endured great opposition. He even 
revealed that the Pharisees’ resistance to him was because they 
were descendants “of (their) father the devil” rather than “of God” 
(John 8:44, 47). 

Jesus didn’t just resist the serpent’s offspring but the serpent 
itself (Matt. 4; Rom. 16:20). He never sinned, and by his death and 
resurrection he dealt a fatal blow to our adversary and became 
the way for sinners to be reconciled to God. Whereas Lamech 
promised unending vengeance (“seventy-sevenfold”) to all who 
wronged him, Jesus offers unending forgiveness to all come to 
him in repentance, and he calls us to extend that same grace to 
others (“seventy times seven,” Matt. 18:22). Because of his victory, 
we too can become children of God who will share in his victory.  

QUESTION: How has Jesus’ forgiveness changed your life?   
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Take Away

In the New Testament, Paul distinguishes the two groups of hu-
manity as those who are in Adam and those who are in Jesus (see 
Rom. 5:12-21; 1 Cor. 15:21-22). The Bible is clear that all of us by 
nature are “in Adam” and are therefore “children of wrath” (Eph. 
2:3), rebels against God who deserve his judgment. To use the 
language of Genesis 3:15, we all come into this world as offspring 
of the serpent. 

But “children of wrath” is Paul’s description of what Christians 
were, not what we are, and our change in status is entirely be-
cause God acted on our behalf (Eph. 2:4-10), just as he did when 
he said to the serpent, “I will put enmity between you and the 
woman…” That anyone becomes a Christian is a testament to 
God’s grace. 

This should produce gratitude and assurance for those who call 
God their Father. God saved us by sending Jesus to die on the 
cross on our behalf, and this good news should never grow stale 
to us. It should also give us hope for those in our lives that do not 
know God. No one is beyond his reach, as we see in the life of 
Paul himself (1 Cor. 15:9-10).

QUESTION: When did you become a Christian? Looking back, how 
can you see God’s initiative in bringing you to himself? 

QUESTION: Who are some unbelievers in your life that you are 
praying for? Do you ever lose hope that they will put their faith in 
Jesus? How does this passage encourage you?



8

Meditate

“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not 
your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that 
no one may boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we 
should walk in them.” (Eph. 2:8-10)
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Setting the Stage

In early 2017, a woman contacted law enforcement officers in the 
Dutch town of Nijmegan-Zuid regarding her aunt, Annie. Police 
showed up at Annie’s house, handcuffed her, drove her to the 
station, and put her behind bars. And Annie couldn’t have been 
happier. 

Getting arrested was something on Annie’s bucket list (the list of 
things she wanted to do before she died or “kicked the bucket”). 
Her niece knew about this, and her call to the police station was 
to ask if they would accommodate her 99-year-old aunt’s unusual 
request. They were happy to and let her spend a few minutes in 
jail. 

Many people have bucket lists. Typical things on these lists in-
clude traveling somewhere, learning a new skill, or, like Annie, 
getting to experience something. These lists are fun and can be 
helpful ways of inspiring us to get out of our comfort zones and 
experience new things.  

But these lists are often made with the assumption that death 
is the end of our story. If this life is all that exists, we think we 
should rush to experience anything we want before we die. 
When we think this way, a bucket list can produce stress by forc-
ing us to ask whether or not we’ve really lived to the full. 

QUESTION: Do you have a list of things you’d like to experience or 
accomplish before you die? How important is it to you to cross those 
items off your list? 
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What’s Happening

In his second letter to his protégé Timothy, Paul writes that all 
of Scripture is God’s word and is therefore “profitable for teach-
ing, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 
that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good 
work” (2 Tim. 3:16-17).

If we’re honest, passages like Genesis 5 test whether we really 
believe that all Scripture does this. After all, what practical differ-
ence is a genealogy supposed to make in my life? How does a list 
of names supposed to train me in righteousness? Admittedly, the 
gulf between this passage and our day-to-day life seems larger 
here than in does in other passages. Nevertheless, this chapter 
plays an important role in the story unfolding in Genesis. 

In Genesis 3:15, God spoke of the warfare that would exist be-
tween the godly offspring of Eve and the ungodly offspring of 
the serpent. In chapter 4, we saw humanity branch out into these 
two camps, focusing primarily on the serpent’s offspring, as Cain 
murdered his brother and sin escalated through his descendants. 

If chapter 4 is a tragic account of Cain’s line, chapter 5 is a hope-
ful account of the godly line of Seth, bringing us eventually to 
Noah who will figure prominently in chapters 6-9. The genealogy 
here follows a formula: “When [Name] had lived [X] years, he fa-
thered [Child]. [Name] lived after he fathered [Child] [Y] years and 
had other sons and daughters. Thus all the days of [Name] were 
[X+Y] years, and he died.” We see two themes in this formula.

First, this formula stresses God’s continued blessing on humanity. 
His original command to Adam and Eve to be “fruitful and mul-
tiply and fill the earth” is being fulfilled (Gen. 1:28). Despite their 
rebellion in the garden, God is not done with them. We see God’s 
continued commitment to humanity in the contrast between 
the Lamech descended from Cain and the Lamech descended 
from Seth. While one sought violence (4:23-24), the other eagerly 
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looked for God’s deliverance (5:28-29). 

Secondly, though God is preserving a godly line, the tragic effects 
of Adam and Eve’s fall into sin persist. With every repetition, 
the words “and he died” are meant to sting. They remind us that 
we live in a world in which death reigns. The fallen state of our 
world caused by Adam and Eve’s sin means physical death for 
everyone. 

Almost everyone, that is. Like the missed beat of a drum, the 
refrain “and he died” is glaringly absent when we get to Enoch 
(5:21-24). Up until then, the formula feels familiar, but where 
we would expect to read “and he died,” we instead find: “Enoch 
walked with God, and he was not, for God took him.” This man 
who experienced fellowship with God never died. 

Enoch also stands out for another reason. In chapter 4, Lamech 
was listed as the seventh in Cain’s line, a number that represents 
completion. What this communicates is that Lamech is the model 
of ungodly humanity. In chapter 5, when Enoch is listed seventh 
in Seth’s lineage as the model of godly humanity, the text implies 
that for those who walk with God, death is not the end. Where 
one line glorifies death (4:23), the other conquers it. 

QUESTION: What theme(s) in Genesis 5 most resonate with you? 
How would you communicate the importance of this chapter to 
someone struggling to understand its relevance?
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Jesus Connection

“I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, 
though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and 
believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” Jesus spoke 
these words to Martha after the death of her brother Lazarus 
(John 11:25-26). Martha, her sister Mary, and others were disap-
pointed that Jesus had not arrived in time to heal Lazarus (vv. 21, 
32, 37). They believed there was nothing Jesus could do now. 

Surprisingly, when Jesus heard that Lazarus was ill, he intention-
ally delayed coming (v. 6), ensuring that Lazarus would be dead 
by the time he arrived. It’s not that Jesus didn’t care. We read 
that he loved this family (v. 5), and that Lazarus’ death personally 
grieved him (v. 35). Rather, it was because of his love for them 
that he delayed, so that when he raised Lazarus from the dead, 
they would believe (vv. 14-15, 45). 

Jesus’ desire for Lazarus’ family to believe in him may seem 
strange since many who witnessed this miracle already believed 
in Jesus. But they still had much to learn about him. For example, 
Martha knew that Lazarus would be raised from the dead at the 
end of time (v. 24), but she didn’t yet understand the connection 
between the coming resurrection and belief in Jesus, prompt-
ing his response, “I am the resurrection.” Jesus is telling Martha 
that death is not the end for those who believe in him. They will 
physically die, but they will then be raised never to die again. 
This new life is possible because Jesus himself conquered death 
through his own death and resurrection (vv. 51-53).

QUESTION: To what extent does the future resurrection of believers 
feel “real” to you? Does it practically influence your life now, or is it 
more of an abstract belief? 



Take Away

John 11 may be more interesting reading than Genesis 5, but 
we see similar themes in both. First, biblically speaking, death is 
tragic and profoundly unnatural. This is stressed in the repetition 
of “and he died” in Genesis 5 and in Jesus being “deeply moved” 
(angered, agitated) by death in John 11. Things aren’t meant to be 
this way. 

Secondly, these chapters communicate God’s involvement in 
our brokenness. Despite their sin, God blessed Adam and Eve by 
multiplying their descendants and preserving a godly line that 
would eventually undo the effects of the fall. God is so involved 
in our affairs that he actually took on flesh to live among us. He’s 
not a God who keeps a safe distance from our messy world, but 
one who knows what it is to lose a loved one (John 11:35) and to 
die himself. He understands what it’s like to be us.

Finally, what is hinted at with Enoch is made obvious in Jesus: 
that for those who love God, death is not the end. For now, we 
speak of death in the future tense, but Jesus will one day raise 
our bodies to inhabit a new world in which death is a past event. 

QUESTION: When in your life do you feel like God is far off or that 
he doesn’t care? How do Jesus’ actions in John 11 address those mo-
ments?  

QUESTION: Living in a fallen world, it often feels as if evil is prevail-
ing. What comfort does Genesis 5 provide for us in moments when 
we feel overwhelmed by the evil in our world?   

13
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Meditate

“…‘I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, 
though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and be-
lieves in me shall never die…’” (John 11:25-26)
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Setting the Stage

My grandmother was happy, healthy, and full of life. She lived 
alone in Minnesota for many years after my grandfather passed 
away, but each time she came to visit, she would pinch my cheeks 
and yell something lovingly in Italian. Her smile was warm and 
her personality was feisty. 

When we visited her she began to ask many of the same ques-
tions. Slowly and painfully, she started forgetting at first where 
she put things, and then the familiar faces she once knew so well.  

Predictably, my parents and family members made the difficult 
decision to take her to a facility in Dallas. This was a turning 
point in her life that felt like the dusk sinking into darkness. Al-
most overnight she did not know where she was, was anxious to 
get back home, and could barely recognize my father’s face.

The saddest part of Alzheimer’s disease is that the body looks the 
same but the person is different. Everyone tries their best to put 
on a smile as our eyes fill with tears because the person we love 
feels all but gone. A disease can already be bad but grow worse 
overnight. 

Much like the disease of Alzheimer’s that can slowly erode your 
mind and body, the disease of sin can erode your soul. Sin goes 
from bad to worse overnight and can leave you confused of your 
identity and purpose. Just as Alzheimer’s gradually corroded my 
grandmother’s body, sin begins small but always increases in size 
and severity.

QUESTION: Do you feel like sin is slowly eroding parts of your life 
and you cannot stop it? 
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What’s Happening

In Genesis 6, we see that humanity is growing exponentially. Sin 
is becoming widespread and multiplying with the population. 
Lust and selfishness have overtaken the people to the point that 
“every intention of the thoughts of his (people’s) heart was only 
evil continually” (v. 5). It’s not difficult to see that sin and dark-
ness are overtaking the earth.

Be Fruitful and Multiply

Remember how God created humanity in his image? Remember 
how Adam and Eve lived in a perfect relationship with God? 
All this changed in Genesis 3 when Adam and Eve, deceived by 
Satan, disobeyed God and caused sin to enter the world. Howev-
er, even though sin began to corrupt the world, God graciously 
continued his mandate to the people, commanding them to “be 
fruitful and multiply” (Gen. 4-5).

However, the people cannot even obey God’s command to multi-
ply without growing more wicked. While there are many views 
on Genesis 6:1-4, we cannot miss the point of this passage: the 
people’s sin is getting worse, and God grieves over the sin of the 
people he created (v. 7). God is going to fight against the growing 
wickedness of the world.

The Consequences of Sin

This passage sheds light on God’s view of sin and its consequenc-
es. Sin is, after all, an offense against God himself, a cosmic war 
in which created people wrongly try to be like God. The people’s 
blatant sin grieved God’s heart so much that he chose to destroy 
his creation (Gen. 6:7). We also see that sin corrupts not only 
human hearts but all of creation. In Romans 8:22, Paul says that 
creation groans because of sin as if it’s in the pains of childbirth. 
Sin always results in death (Rom. 6:23), as Adam and Eve learned 
when they committed the first sin, and God’s judgment against 
the people’s sin only sped up their end. 
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Even though God plans in vv. 5-8 to destroy his creation, he re-
mains loving, gracious, and righteous. God gave humanity hun-
dreds of years to repent, but they continued in sin. 

However, when sin is at its worst, a glimmer of hope appears as 
God finds favor with Noah and shows grace and mercy to him. 
Fortunately, when sin abounds grace abounds all the more (Rom. 
5:20). When all hope seems lost, God still has a plan. 

QUESTION: How have you seen sin grow in your life or the lives of 
those around you? What can we do to end the descent into sin?

Jesus Connection

In Matthew 24:37-39, Jesus remembers the flood, and says the 
Son of Man will come just like the flood of Noah’s time. The 
wicked world didn’t expect the flood, yet the waters covered it 
anyway. God was patient with the people so they would return to 
God and repent (2 Pet. 3:9), but with a few exceptions, the people 
grew more wicked. 

God does not take sin lightly. As Isaiah 53:6 says, “All we like 
sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own 
way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.” Like the 
world before the flood, our world is full of wickedness, and we 
have contributed. We’ve sinned against God and one another. 
But on the cross, all our wickedness and sin was poured on Jesus. 
We deserve death for our sin, but through faith in Jesus’ death 
and resurrection in our place we can find favor with God, just like 
Noah.

For Christians, we can live with hope that our Savior will return 
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as he promised, and just like in the days of Noah, he will cleanse 
the world from all evil. The wickedness of those who have not 
repented and trusted Jesus will be overwhelmed by the conse-
quences of sin just like they were when the rains fell from heav-
en in Genesis 6.

QUESTION: Read Ephesians 2:1-10. In what ways were we, before 
Christ, like the rest of humanity in Noah’s day (see vv. 1-3)? How does 
Paul describe our transformation in verses 4-10?

Take Away

God’s plan, no matter how difficult the situation or dark the cir-
cumstances, is full of hope and redemption for his people. God’s 
patience and grace is meant to comfort us as he gives time for 
humanity to repent and turn to Jesus. In Genesis 6, God is going 
to crush all of his creation and start over new, but he will use 
Noah to bring change and restoration. Noah is a foreshadowing 
of God’s plan to restore the world by sending his Son to die on the 
cross for our sin and to give us his righteousness. When we trust 
Christ, God floods our hearts and cleanses us from sin so that we 
too can be made new and reconciled to God (2 Cor. 5:17).  

QUESTION: Read Romans 12:19-21. How does an awareness of 
God’s judgment on sin help us to love others? 



QUESTION: Why is God’s judgment such an uncomfortable subject 
to many people today? In what ways does this topic bring comfort to 
believers? 

Meditate

“But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord 
one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 
The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, 
but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, 
but that all should reach repentance.  But the day of the Lord 
will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with 
a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, 
and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed.” 
(2 Pet. 3:8-10)

19
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Setting the Stage

My mom was diagnosed with cancer when I was about eleven 
years old. Surgery and chemo soon followed. My brother and I 
didn’t how long we’d have our mom. We had no clear answers 
and no end in sight. Consequently, it was difficult to have hope. 
The treatments helped for a while, but eventually, the cancer 
spread throughout her body. At that point, I knew there were no 
more answers. No more treatments. She passed away when I was 
sixteen. 

Have you ever been in a situation where there was no answer? 
No way out? No end in sight? Maybe you were sick and felt like 
you were never going to get better. Maybe money was tight and 
you couldn’t pay your bills. Maybe a relationship was strained 
and you couldn’t fix it. Or maybe a loved one was suffering and 
you didn’t know how to help. We can feel hopeless when there’s 
no answer or no way out of a difficult situation.

That’s the kind of situation the whole world was experiencing 
in Genesis 6:9–22. The world was full of sin and violence, and 
God’s judgment was coming on the world. And there was nothing 
anybody could do to stop all the sin or stop God’s judgment from 
coming. 

Thankfully, God provided a way to deal with sin and escape his 
judgment—he provided a way of salvation. When there was no 
answer, God provided the answer. When there was no way, God 
provided the way. 

QUESTION: What is a hopeless or difficult situation that God has 
rescued you from?
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What’s Happening?

In Genesis 6:9–22, we learn about three things: the unrighteous 
world, righteous Noah, and God’s plan for people to escape his 
righteous judgment. 

The Unrighteous World (Gen. 6:11–13, 17)

So far in Genesis, we’ve seen how rapidly sin escalates, beginning 
with Adam and Eve’s rebellion, culminating in this passage with 
God’s assessment of the world: “Now the earth was corrupt in 
God’s sight, and the earth was filled with violence. And God saw 
the earth, and behold, it was corrupt, for all flesh had corrupted 
their way on the earth” (vv.11-12). Because sin covered the whole 
earth, God’s judgment would extend to the whole earth by means 
of a flood (v. 17). But thankfully, God provided one family with a 
way to escape his judgment. 

Righteous Noah (Gen. 6:9–10, 22)

Noah, whose name means “rest” or “comfort,” is introduced in 
Genesis 5 when his father Lamech says, “Out of the ground that 
the Lord has cursed, this one shall bring us relief from our work 
and from the painful toil of our hands” (5:29). Maybe Lamech 
thought that Noah would be the promised offspring of Eve who 
would bring an end to the curse in Genesis 3:14–19. Noah found 
“favor” with God (6:8), the same Hebrew word often translated 
“grace.” Before we learn what Noah did, we see God’s grace in his 
life. 

Noah is “a righteous man, blameless in his generation” who 
“walked with God” (v. 9). This doesn’t mean that he was sinless 
but that he stood out in his sinful and corrupt generation. He was 
like those who “called upon the name of the Lord” (Gen. 4:26) and 
Enoch who “walked with God.” (Gen. 5:24)

Noah shows faith and obedience by doing “all that God com-
manded him” (v. 22). Think about that. God told Noah to build 
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a massive ark because a flood was coming. Imagine the days, 
weeks, and years that passed as he built the ark. As Noah 
chopped down trees, measured the wood, nailed everything to-
gether, gathered the animals, stored the food, each act was one of 
obedience. In a generation of great sin, Noah demonstrated great 
faith because of God’s great grace. 

God’s Plan to Escape His Righteous Judgment (Gen. 6:13–22)

After telling Noah about the coming flood, God explained how 
Noah and his family could escape judgment. He commanded 
Noah to build a massive ark that would keep him, his family, and 
the animals safe. He explained in specific detail the materials, 
measurements, and overall design of the ark (6:15-16). It’s easy to 
skip over these “construction instructions”, but remember that 
God is explaining to Noah how he can be delivered from judg-
ment. Without these gracious instructions, Noah and his family 
and all the animals would die.

After giving these instructions, God explains the results of the 
flood: “…everything that is on the earth shall die” (6:17). By con-
trast, everything in the ark will be kept alive (6:19, 20). At this 
point, death was reigning in the world. Violence was common, 
and the flood was going to destroy everything. Yet despite all of 
the death, sin, and the coming judgment, we see God’s grace in 
keeping Noah, his family, and the animals alive. 

Life is at the heart of God’s covenant with Noah (6:18). Judgment 
was coming, but God provided a way of salvation. God provided a 
way to escape death and stay alive.

QUESTION: What was the hopeless situation in Noah’s day, and 
how did God provide hope?
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Jesus Connection

Apart from the ark in Noah’s day, no one could escape God’s 
judgment. Similarly, apart from Christ, all humanity is dead in 
sin, destined for God’s judgment and wrath (Eph. 2:1–3). But just 
as God provided an ark for Noah and his family to live after the 
flood, God provided Jesus as the once and for all way to us to live 
through God’s judgment. Because of God’s great love for us, he 
sent Jesus to die in our place, saving us from God’s just punish-
ment for our sins. The Bible says, “God sent his Son into the world 
not to judge the world, but to save the world through him” (John 
3:17 NLT). 

We can escape God’s judgment by putting our faith in Jesus 
Christ. Jesus assures those who believe in him that they will not 
face God’s judgment: “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears 
my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does 
not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life” (John 
5:24).

The result of the ark was that Noah, his family, and the animals 
were kept alive. Similarly, those who put their faith in Jesus have 
eternal life. They will live, even after death. Jesus said, “I am 
the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in me will 
live, even after dying. Everyone who lives in me and believes in 
me will never ever die” (John 11:25-26 NLT). Jesus is the way to 
escape God’s judgment. He is the way of salvation. He alone can 
give eternal life. 

QUESTION: Have you put your faith in Jesus for salvation? If so, 
when? 
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Take Away

The Bible explains the great wickedness in Noah’s day. But God’s 
grace was greater than the world’s wickedness. When humanity 
had no way to escape God’s judgment, God graciously provided a 
way. Similarly, when we were dead in sin, God provided a way of 
salvation in Jesus Christ. 

QUESTION: Recall your life before knowing Jesus and after know-
ing him. What has God saved you from? Also, think about those in 
your life who don’t know Jesus—those who still need to escape God’s 
judgment. How can you reach out to them and start a conversation 
about Jesus?

In 2 Peter, the apostle Peter reflects on Noah and the flood and 
observes that one lesson we can take from this story is that the 
Lord helps us during our trials: “If [God] did not spare the ancient 
world, but preserved Noah, a herald of righteousness, with seven 
others, when he brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly… 
then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials…” (2 Pet. 
2:5, 9). 

QUESTION: Think about the trials you have gone through or are cur-
rently going through. How has God rescued you from or preserved 
you through trials? What resources (people, promises, etc.) has God 
given you to help you through your situation? 
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Remember that God provides a way when there is no way. God 
provides a way to rescue us from and preserve us through hope-
less situations.

Meditate

“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes 
him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judg-
ment, but has passed from death to life.” (John 5:24)

“And God did not spare the ancient world—except for Noah and 
the seven others in his family. Noah warned the world of God’s 
righteous judgment. So God protected Noah when he destroyed 
the world of ungodly people with a vast flood. … So you see, the 
Lord knows how to rescue godly people from their trials, even 
while keeping the wicked under punishment until the day of final 
judgment.” (2 Pet. 2:5, 9 NLT)
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Setting the Stage

Two-year-old Gus Morgan was visiting his grandparents in a 
small town in Utah. He decided to go swimming on his own 
without telling anyone. His grandmother noticed his absence and 
began looking for him. She found him floating face down in a 
horse’s slough.

Nelson, an emergency room nurse, was off duty. He saw Gus’ 
grandmother next to the road calling for help. “We couldn’t feel a 
pulse,” Nelson said. “He either did not have one, or his heart was 
beating very slowly.” Gus was ice cold. Nelson immediately start-
ed CPR. Help was on the way, but the minutes felt like hours.
When the ambulance arrived a heart monitor showed that 
although the electrical pulses were firing, but Gus’ heart muscle 
was not moving. A helicopter was dispatched and the paramedics 
were able to get Gus’ heart going again, yet no one knew if he 
would make it. 

After two weeks in intensive care and three months in the 
hospital, Gus was back to normal. Everyone agreed miracles still 
happen. Gus was supposed to be around.

As Gus’ grandmother frantically sought help, she undoubtedly 
feared the worst. But when it seemed that all was lost, that little 
Gus’ life was over, somehow his heart began to pump and his 
body began to heal from its terrible ordeal.

QUESTION: When it seems that all is lost, how do you respond?
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What’s Happening

The Genesis account of Noah’s ark is familiar to many of us since 
childhood. While we may want to ask (good) questions like how 
many animals were on the ark, or whether there’s physical evi-
dence today of an ancient worldwide flood, Genesis 7 leads us to 
consider different matters. 

De-creation

This text clearly shows us God’s judgment of evil humanity. God 
gave humans dominion over creation, but humanity’s fall into sin 
resulted in evil spreading in the human heart and in the world. 
God’s judgment was a reversal of creation, or de-creation. God 
had separated land and water during creation (Gen. 1:9), but the 
waters would now cover the land again. 

The theme of de-creation appears often throughout Scripture 
as God foretells the coming judgment for sin. For example, in 
Matthew 24:37-39, Jesus compares the last days with the time of 
Noah. Just as the de-creation of the flood caught the world off-
guard, Jesus’ return to de-create and re-create the world will be 
equally as surprising. However, Matthew 24 and Genesis 7 clarify 
that those who belong to God will be spared. Though God’s judges 
sin, he saves his people.

Faith-Driven Obedience

When reading through the chapter, you may notice an emphasis 
on the occupants of the ark, not on those who perish outside. 
That’s because this is the story of the deliverance of Noah and his 
family. Noah was saved because he obeyed God. 

Notice in verses 5 and 9 that Noah’s response to God’s command 
was faith-driven obedience. God declared Noah righteous not 
based on his works, but his faith as we see in Hebrews 11:7. In 
Genesis 7:1, God tells Noah, ”I have seen that you are righteous 
before me in this generation,” and then tells Noah what to do. But 
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Noah isn’t the only one who works.

God’s shows his power in verse 16: “And those that entered, male 
and female of all flesh, went in as God had commanded him. 
And the Lord shut him in.” The different names used in the Old 
Testament for God are used here to great effect. Elohim (“God”) is 
the Creator, and Yahweh, usually translated as “Lord,” is God the 
Savior. God called and commanded Noah. But by switching from 
Creator to Savior in the same verse, the author emphasizes that 
shutting the door to the ark is God the Savior doing a sovereign 
act of salvation. He made a covenant with Noah (Gen. 6:18) and 
protected him by sealing his salvation.

QUESTION: Review Genesis 7:5 and 9, as well as Genesis 6:22. What 
was the key to the preservation of Noah, his family, and all the occu-
pants of the ark?

Jesus Connection

The flood was a pivotal event in God’s plan to redeem humanity. 
God foretold in Genesis 3:15 that Jesus would crush the serpent’s 
head with his own crucifixion and resurrection. Through the 
de-creation of the flood, God is setting the stage for Jesus’ arrival.
God’s judgment on sin is often described in terms of God undoing 
his creation (see Isa. 13:9-11 and Jer. 4:23-26). It’s not surprising 
then to see this theme of de-creation in Jesus’ crucifixion. Where-
as God had separated the light from the darkness in Genesis 1:4, 
darkness again covered the land as God’s judgment for all sin and 
evil ever committed fell on Jesus (Mark 15:33). And just as Noah 
and his family were saved by entering the ark sealed by God, so 
we seek our refuge in Christ and our salvation is sealed by God, 
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and we become a “new creation” (2 Cor. 5:17).

Peter views the flood as symbolic of our water baptism (1 Pet. 
3:20-22). Noah’s world was immersed in water but the ark car-
ried him to safety. Peter sees this as a picture of salvation by faith 
through grace. The baptism is death, burial, and resurrection. In 
the flood we see the earth dead and buried in the water, but the 
ark rose up high above the earth and saved the lives of those on 
board (Gen. 7:17), representing the resurrection. Through Jesus, 
we are de-created and remade in the likeness of Christ.

QUESTION: The Bible speaks of our conversion as a “new creation”, 
indicating a powerful and drastic change. How have you seen God’s 
power to transform in your life?

Take Away

Judgment follows sin as sure as night follows day. However, God 
has made a way for us to be saved from the judgment we deserve 
for our sins. David’s shared the same experience when he wrote 
Psalm 18. 

QUESTION: Read Psalm 18:16-19. How does the Lord’s deliverance 
in this passage remind you of Noah’s experience? Can you think of a 
time that you were rescued by God?



David now describes his faithfulness to God in Psalm 18:25-30. 
Devotion to God should not be understood as works-righteous-
ness, neither as perfection. It is a practical expression of love, a 
grateful response to God’s mercy.

QUESTION: Consider your experiences of God’s faithfulness in your 
life. How would you put verses 25-30 in your own words?   

Meditate

“This God – his way is perfect; the word of the LORD proves true; 
he is a shield for all those who take refuge in him.” (Ps. 18:30)
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Setting the Stage

Villains play a significant role in movies. The “good vs. evil” plot 
has been captivating audiences for decades. In the early years 
of cinema, everyone was quick to root for the heroes, expecting 
good to prevail over evil. Over the years, movie directors and 
audiences alike have shifted their interest from the typical good 
guys toward darker plots and characters.  Our culture idolizes evil 
in a way we’ve never seen. It seems concerning and counterintui-
tive unless you read the Bible. 

In the earliest accounts of creation, we see that evil begins to 
dominate humanity. While we’d all acknowledge that nobody’s 
perfect, the Bible’s diagnosis goes even further, insisting that our 
hearts are deceitful above all things and desperately wicked” (Jer. 
17:9). This level of evil is on full display prior to the flood. Hu-
manity has “exchanged the glory of the immortal God for imag-
es resembling mortal man” (Rom. 1:23). The villain seems to be 
winning.

We see the effects of evil every day. The darkness of our sin and 
the sin of others marks our lives. But even when it seems that the 
darkness will never end, we know God will “deliver us from evil” 
when Jesus returns and makes all things new.

QUESTION: In what situations are you experiencing the darkness of 
sin? How can you have hope when it seems that evil is winning?
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What’s Happening
 
“But God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the live-
stock that were with him in the ark” (Gen. 8:1). 

But God

I am so thankful for the “but God” statements in Scripture. They 
are like a breath of fresh air because they always seem to follow a 
bleak section of text. After the devastating flood which “prevailed 
on the earth 150 days” (Gen 7:24), these two words transition 
us to the moment when the waters of God’s judgment begin to 
subside.

The flood reveals God not only as a righteous judge but also as 
a gracious redeemer. As we saw in week 4 (“Building the Ark”), 
Noah’s name means “rest,” and his father named him in hope that 
God would use Noah to grant rest to humans from cursed work 
in the fallen world (Gen. 5:28-29). In part, God does this through 
Noah. 

Instead of destroying all of creation, God finds Noah faithful and 
graciously saves him, his family, and representatives of every an-
imal. After the ark finally came to rest and the waters subsided, 
everyone and everything came out of the ark. Noah responded 
by building an altar and offering burnt offerings pleasing to the 
Lord. There could be no more appropriate response from some-
one who witnessed God’s judgment instead of experiencing it. 

Starting Over

God also demonstrates his grace in the covenant he makes with 
Noah. Biblical covenants are similar to modern-day business 
agreements in which two parties agree to terms that are mutual-
ly beneficial. But unlike these agreements, biblical covenants are 
always initiated and fulfilled by God. 

A biblical covenant is a promise in which God commits himself 
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to his people. Covenants are mutually beneficial, not because 
of anything people can do for God (though they are to obey him), 
but because God is gracious and kind. Because of his own power 
and plan, God works in human history to reveal himself and to 
enter into a covenant relationship with his people. The idea of 
covenant is fundamental to the Bible’s story, as we see God con-
tinue to make covenants with humanity throughout the Old and 
New Testaments. God carries out his plan of redemption through 
his covenants, which will never be thwarted. 

In this passage, God makes a covenant with Noah that he will 
never again destroy the world by flood. Several features stand 
out about this covenant. First, it’s important to note that the 
wickedness of man which led God to flood the earth (6:5) is still 
present after the flood (8:21). The flood wasn’t God attempt to 
reform the evil intentions of man’s heart. It was his judgment on 
them. In view of our continued sinful state, he would be just to 
repeatedly flood the earth, so his refusal to do so is an act of in-
credible mercy. Every time we see a rainbow (the sign of this cov-
enant), we are reminded that though he would be just to destroy 
all life again, God instead remains faithful to his covenant.

Second, in this covenant, God commits himself to preserving his 
creation. And as the ones meant to rule creation, this means that 
God is committed to us. God’s charges to Adam to be fruitful, 
multiply, fill the earth and subdue it are repeated to Noah (Gen. 
1:28; 9:1, 7), reminding us that though the world is broken by sin, 
God is committed to restoring our relationship with him.

Finally, though humanity deserves judgment, such judgment 
won’t change our hearts (Gen. 8:21). But by restraining his judg-
ment and allowing humanity to continue to multiply and rule 
the earth, God is setting the stage for the entrance of the one 
who can deal with our sin problem, restore us to God, and who 
can satisfy the created world that longs for the freedom of God’s 
kingdom (Rom. 8:19-22).
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QUESTION: In Exodus 34:6-7, we read that God is “merciful and 
gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithful-
ness” and that he “will by no means clear the guilty…” How does God 
demonstrate both mercy and wrath in the flood narrative?

Jesus Connection

In addition to the covenant he made with Noah, God makes cov-
enants with Abraham (Gen. 12), Moses (Exod.19-24), and David (2 
Sam. 7). He also promises a “new covenant” with his people (Jer. 
31; Ezek. 36) established by Jesus, who fulfilled God’s plan to live 
among us (Matt. 1:23; Rev. 21:3). 

Because God is faithful to fulfill his covenant, we should draw 
strength and comfort from God’s promises to dwell with us. God 
desires for us to know him, and he alone can reveal himself to 
us through the life, death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus. 
In Genesis 1-2, God created a perfect world. People had perfect 
fellowship with God and each other. God gave humanity the 
responsibility to oversee all of creation and walk in intimate 
fellowship with him. But Adam sinned, and his sin becomes ours 
as his descendants. Jesus is called the “last Adam” (1 Cor. 15:45) 
because he followed God’s commands perfectly where Adam 
failed. Although sin has distorted all things, including our rela-
tionship with God, his perfect plan of redemption will reestablish 
the paradise humanity once enjoyed.  

Through the “last Adam,” God’s plan to redeem the world is al-
ready in motion and will be finalized when Jesus returns. When 
he comes, “every knee will bow and every tongue confess that 
Jesus is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Phil. 2:10-11). 
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Until then, we eagerly anticipate the second coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.

QUESTION: Read Jeremiah 31:31-34. How is God fulfilling this cove-
nant even now?

Take Away

God’s covenants are meant to comfort and strengthen us as we 
walk through life. In Hebrews 6:9-20, the author points his audi-
ence to God’s covenant with Abraham to encourage them to be 
faithful in the face of persecution. And Peter looks back on Noah 
and the covenant God made with him to remind readers to live 
holy lives and to find comfort knowing that all the injustices of 
this world will one day be put right (2 Pet. 3:1-13). 

Perhaps most comforting to believers is the new covenant God 
established through Jesus. Because of Jesus’ death and resurrec-
tion on our behalf, we are comforted by the promises that there is 
no condemnation for us (Rom. 8:1). We rejoice that God will finish 
the work he began in us (Phil. 1:6), that he will never cease to do 
good to us (Jer. 32:40), that all things are working together for our 
good (Rom. 8:28), and that we will live with our God forever (Rev. 
21:3-4). 

QUESTION: As you consider the fact that out of all the people alive, 
God choose to save Noah and his family, how does it make you feel 
that God has chosen to save you?  What is your response?
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QUESTION: What are things that typically discourage you? Of the 
passages mentioned in this section, which of God’s covenants give 
you hope and why?

Meditate

“[Give] thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in 
the inheritance of the saints in light. He has delivered us from 
the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his 
beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of 
sins.” (Col. 1:12-14)



Setting the Stage

We all have them. They come in all sizes, shapes, and colors. 
Some are fun to be around; others we avoid. There are those we 
live with and others we only see on special occasions and holi-
days. We can’t get enough of some and then there are those we’d 
rather do without, but we don’t say that out loud. Any guesses 
who I’m talking about?

You’re correct if you said family. Visit any gift store and you’ll 
probably find a quote that fits your family on one of those over-
priced signs that you buy when they’re on sale, such as, “Our 
family must be God’s favorite sitcom,” or the ever popular, “Fami-
ly is forever.”

Peter and Andrew were brothers, Peter had a mother-in-law, 
Lazarus was Mary and Martha’s brother, Aquila and Priscilla 
were husband and wife, and even Jesus had brothers and sisters. 
Family is forever, but not all biblical family relationships have the 
same impact. 

QUESTION: Why is family important to you? 

What’s Happening

Biblical families are important, which is why we see lengthy, 
detailed genealogies recorded in the Bible, such as the genealogy 
of Jesus in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke. Even Paul men-
tioned his family tree (Phil. 3:4-8). When you first read the gene-
alogies, they may not seem important, but there is more to these 
lists than you may notice. Matthew begins his list with Abraham, 
while Luke begins Jesus’ genealogy with Adam. Matthew wants 
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readers to see the legitimacy of Jesus’s Messianic claim to the 
Jews, while Luke intends to show Jesus’ role and purpose as Sav-
ior of all men. Paul briefly mentions his history to  demonstrate 
that knowing Christ in the present is better than holding onto 
the past. 

The list of Noah’s descendants in Gen. 10 also paints a theological 
picture. This chapter isn’t merely a list of people and places, but it 
reveals God’s providence and provision for his people Israel.

Israel’s Family Tree

Moses, the author of the first five books of the Old Testament, in-
cluding Genesis, wrote these books to the children of Israel show-
ing how God created them, made covenants with their ancestors, 
and rescued them repeatedly. So, why would Moses include the 
family history of Noah in these books of instruction? 

Moses’ purpose in providing a list of Noah’s family is found in 
Genesis 10:32, which reads, “These are the clans of the sons of 
Noah, according to their genealogies, in their nations, and from 
these the nations spread abroad on the earth after the flood.” This 
section of Genesis is more than a tale of three sons, one of whom 
looked upon his father’s nakedness (Gen. 9:18-23). It’s the origin 
of 70 nations mentioned later in the Old Testament. While we 
don’t know exactly what Ham did, the context shows us it was a 
serious breach because Ham’s son, Canaan, and his descendants 
were cursed (9:25) and would serve Shem and Japheth, Noah’s 
other sons (9:26-27).

After the Flood

Centuries after the flood, God used Moses to lead Israel out of 
430 years of Egyptian bondage and into the land he promised to 
Abraham. Though Moses did not enter that Promised Land with 
the people of Israel, he prepared them for the time they would 
enter the land. Part of Moses’ preparation was providing gene-
alogical records that would help them understand where they 
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came from and their ties with the nations they would encounter 
during the conquest of the Promised Land called Caanan.  

The generations listed in Genesis 10 reveal the last recorded 
words of Noah. The sons of Canaan became the very nations that 
Israel eventually defeated as Joshua led the people to enter and 
claim the Promised Land (10:15-20). This entrance and settlement 
fulfilled Noah’s prophecy that Canaan would become a servant of 
servants (10:25-27). 

Noah’s prophecy came true in the days of Joshua when Israel 
conquered Canaan (Josh. 24). Afterward, God spoke to his ser-
vant Joshua and said God had fulfilled his word to drive out 
the nations who opposed them and to give them the land (Josh. 
24:11-13). What was the one requirement to remain in the land? 
Put away the gods they served in Egypt, to which the people an-
swered multiple times, we will serve the Lord (Josh. 24:14-25). 

QUESTION: Why was it important for God’s people to understand 
the ties between them and other nations? 

Jesus Connection

Genesis 10 begins and ends with the words “after the flood” (vv. 
1 and 32). We live after the flood and enjoy the promises of God 
unrestricted to a physical, geographical location. As Christians, 
we trust in the promise of an abundant life both now and in eter-
nity. In Christ the obstacles of sin and death have been removed 
(1 Cor. 15:55-57), enabling us to live a life motivated by the Spirit 
of God. Further, “…we are his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works” (Eph. 2:10). 

Did God use your family tree for good? Did you have a grand-
parent, uncle, mom, dad, or sibling who prayed that your heart 
would be open to the gospel? Were there people in your family 
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who were obstacles to your coming to faith?  While your family 
is important, you are now a part of family that goes beyond any 
family history. God has prepared an inheritance for you through 
his son Christ Jesus: “…to all who did receive him, who believed 
in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who 
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh nor the will of 
man, but of God” (John 1:12-13).

QUESTION: What obstacle(s) has God removed from your life so 
that you may enjoy his promises?

Take Away

Who we are as people and how we interact with others can be 
influenced by our family history. In recent times, genealogy has 
become one of the most searched subjects on the internet. Any-
one with an interest has access to data and genetic testing. In 
spite of all the information available to us about our family histo-
ry, there is nothing greater than to realize we are part of a family 
that is forever—the family of God. “In love he predestined us for 
adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the 
purpose of his will…” (Eph. 1:5)

QUESTION: How does it make you feel to know you are a child of 
God, adopted into his family?

QUESTION: What excites you the most about your relationship with 
God? 
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Meditate

“See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should 
be called children of God; and so we are.” (1 John 3:1) 

“The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are chil-
dren of God.” (Rom. 8:16)
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Setting the Stage

In Walt Disney World, there’s a park called EPCOT which stands 
for Experimental Prototype Community of Tomorrow. EPCOT is 
a wonderful attraction full of great food, fun, entertainment, and 
unique cultural expressions. In many ways, I think EPCOT rep-
resents and symbolizes the idea of Utopia, a perfect place where 
humans flourish as they embrace technology and strive towards 
unity with one another.

Technology is great, and unity is wonderful. We’re called to unity 
as a church, and unity within our society for a good cause can ac-
complish many great things. But is unity really the key to human 
flourishing? Will unity really provide the answer to our prob-
lems? Would things really be better if we all just got along?      

QUESTION: Why should people be united? What should people be 
united in?  

What’s Happening 

Genesis 10 and 11 aren’t in chronological order. Chapter 10 de-
scribes how the nations spread throughout the earth after the 
flood as descendants of Noah’s sons, “each with [their] own lan-
guage” (10:5). Genesis 11:1-9 backs up to a time when people were 
united in every way. They had a common language, a united am-
bition, a willingness to cooperate, and wonderful new technology: 
bricks. Most organizations would kill to have a corporate culture 
like this. Often, our culture glorifies the human resolve and abili-
ty to work together. But unity is only as good as the thing which 
unifies us, and Babel represents humanity unified in rebellion to 
God.

42
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When God created humanity, he gave us a simple command: be 
fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth. Part of the way God designed 
his glory to spread throughout the earth was to send his im-
age-bearers across the globe to serve as royal servants, maintain-
ing the earth and enjoying God throughout the process. But then 
sin entered the world and distorted this plan. Rather than seeing 
the call to spread and take dominion, the people selfishly gathered 
together: “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with 
its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest 
we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth.” These people 
called everyone into a united, sinful action.

Humorously, verse 5 explains that the Lord had to “come down” 
to see their great achievement. The people sought to make a great 
city and tower with its top in the heavens. To them, they were 
undertaking a marvelous endeavor. But to God, this was a puny 
attempt to overthrow his authority. 

Displeased, God pronounced his judgment on their sin. He ac-
knowledged that a unified people could accomplish a lot. Unity 
supports prosperous work, but a people united in sin are capable 
of supreme evil. These people used the blessing of unity and lan-
guage to stage an assault on God, and God judged this act appro-
priately. He confused their language and dispersed them over the 
face of the earth, so that the building project was never complet-
ed. The people may not have wanted to fulfill God’s purposes and 
plans, but God fulfilled them nonetheless. 

Taken together, Genesis 10 and 11 present us with two perspec-
tives on humanity being spread over the world. In chapter 10, 
we see that God’s mandate to Adam and Noah of being fruitful, 
multiplying, and filling the earth is being fulfilled (1:28; 9:1, 7). In 
chapter 11, we find out that this mandate was fulfilled because 
God judged humanity’s disobedience. 

Ending on this negative note underscores the need for God to 
intervene and restore his creation. Verses 10-32 show us how 
God began to meet this need. While genealogies don’t typically 
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make for exciting reading, the one in Genesis 11 is significant 
because it brings us to Abram, a man through whom God will 
bless all the nations (Gen. 12:1-3). While the first eleven chapters 
of Genesis have covered huge lengths of time, the focus of Gen-
esis after chapter 11 narrows significantly to Abram (who would 
be renamed Abraham), his family, and the role they play in the 
coming of the promised redeemer who would crush the head of 
the serpent (Gen. 3:15).

QUESTION: What is sinful about the people’s building project?

QUESTION: What does this text teach us about human nature? 
What does it teach us about God’s character? 

Jesus Connection 

The story of the Tower of Babel is like a mirror in which we see 
ourselves as the builders of Babel. We are just like them in many 
ways. We often seek to make a name for ourselves through our 
career, status, wealth, and good works, rather than use these 
things to promote God’s name. By nature, we are self-focused, 
driven by our passions, desires, and ambitions, and we are often 
dedicated to fulfilling our goals, rather than following God. Like 
these builders, our works are small, puny, and unfinished. God 
gives us the same diagnosis in Romans 3:9-18, where Paul ex-
plains that no one is righteous, and all have turned from him. 

But there’s hope in this text. Genesis 10 tells us that God’s plans 
will be accomplished, even though Genesis 11 makes the story 
look bleak. In a similar way, our lives may look bleak, but we 
know that God’s plan of salvation has been accomplished in 
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Christ! In punishing the sins of the people in Genesis 11, God 
fulfilled his plan to spread humanity out over the earth (Gen. 1:28; 
9:1, 7). And on the cross, God fulfilled his plan to exalt his Son and 
redeem a people for himself by sending him to die. When our 
lives look bleak, when we’re guilty of sinful name-building, and 
in every other circumstance, we can have hope in Jesus because 
he gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil 
age, in accordance with the will of the Father. 

In this text, we see our need for a Redeemer, as well as the begin-
nings of our Redeemer’s ancestral story. 

QUESTION: How does following Jesus change us from Babel build-
ers into Kingdom builders? 

QUESTION: How did God deal with your sin? How should you re-
spond to this? How should this affect your living?  

Take Away 

There are several reminders and warnings we can take away 
from Genesis 11. First, we must be on guard against pride in our 
own hearts. Our goal in life should be to follow God and seek to 
glorify his name rather than our own.

Secondly, we must remember that God is a redeemer. Even 
though the different languages are a result of punishment, God 
redeems this situation. Eventually, there will be a day when all 
tribes, languages, and tongues will sing praises to our King and 
God will receive glory from every nation because of his mercy 
toward sinners.



Finally, we need to remember that God is merciful. Ultimately, it’s 
sheer mercy that God allows these people to survive this encoun-
ter. God could have wiped them off the map because of their sin, 
and they would have deserved it. The continuation of the story 
is a reminder of God’s patience and mercy towards his creation. 
God is patient and longsuffering and his lovingkindness is meant 
to lead you to loving, joyful, repentance. 

QUESTION: In what ways do you work to make a name for your-
self? 

QUESTION: How can you fight pride in your life? 

QUESTION: How can you grow in trusting Christ’s finished work 
and God’s mercy toward you? 

Meditate 

“I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but 
Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live 
by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for 
me.” (Gal. 2:20) 
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