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Our prayer is that each week of this study would encourage, challenge, and 
equip you. We hope that you will take equal time to study and consider 
the weeks that relate directly to your role within the home and those that 
don’t have a direct effect on you. In addition to looking for the practical 
application within your own life, here are two ways to consider each les-
son.

Look for what the lesson has to teach you about Christ. 

We are going to approach each topic within this series the same way we 
would if we were walking verse-by-verse through a book - we are looking 
first and foremost for what it has to show us about Jesus. We will see him 
at the very center of God’s design for the home and we will see reflections 
of Christ throughout this series. As we look at marriage, we’ll see Christ’s 
love for his bride, the church. As we look at singles, we’ll see reflections 
of Christ’s single-minded devotion to his Father’s will, and as we look at 
children, we’ll see his perfect obedience to the Father. 

Look for what the lesson has to teach you about loving those around you. 

While you may not be a _____ (fill in the blank - husband, wife, single, 
parent, etc.), it’s likely that you’re in community with those who are. 
As members of the family of God, we are called to love one another by 
speaking truth (Ephesians 4:25), encouraging (1 Thessalonians 5:11), and 
praying for one another (James 5:16). As you walk through this devotion-
al in your community groups, our prayer is that you will see new ways to 
pray for and encourage the people around you.

HOW TO USE THIS STUDY GUIDE
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FOUNDATION for a christ-centered home

What comes to mind when you think of the word “home”? Depending who 
you ask, the answers may range from warm memories and sweet nostalgia 
to cold realities and bitter relationships. For better or for worse, there is 
perhaps nothing more influential to our worldview and well-being than 
our home life. And home, like all things, is something God created—and 
something he can redeem. 

What was your home life growing up like? How about now? What role did Jesus 
play in your home then and now?

The Bible has much to say about the home. There are instructions for 
every role and relationship in the home. God even uses the concept of 
home and family as the most foundational picture to describe his relation-
ship to us. God is our Father; we are his children. Salvation is depicted as 
coming home (remember the Prodigal Son returning home to his father?). 
And God’s Word repeatedly says that we are brothers and sisters, forming 
a new family. The concept of home and family cannot be overlooked in 
Scripture.  

God’s Care for the Home 
God’s care and concern for the home is seen throughout the Bible. After 
God creates the heavens and earth (Genesis 1), he forms the first family 
(Genesis 2:18-25). The command to love God with all our heart, soul, and 
strength is followed by a command to teach our children his ways (Deuter-
onomy 6:4-9). And in the New Testament, the apostles often explain how 
the saving work of Jesus applies to our family relationships (Ephesians 
5:21-6:4, Colossians 3:18-21, 1 Peter 3:1-7). 
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Read Deuteronomy 6:4-9. What does this passage teach us about the purpose of 
home and family? 

In the Bible, the home life is linked to one’s relationship with Christ. 
Husbands are to love their wives as Christ loved the church (Ephesians 
5:25). Wives are to submit to their husbands as to the Lord (Ephesians 
5:22). Parents are to bring their children up in the instruction of the Lord 
(Ephesians 6:4). Children are to obey their parents in the Lord (Ephesians 
6:1). The unmarried are to be concerned about pleasing the Lord (1 Corin-
thians 7:32). To talk about the home is to talk about Christ. The home is 
to reflect the love and grace of Jesus. He is the foundation, the purpose, 
the sustainer and redeemer of the home. 

Read Colossians 1:16-17. What does this passage teach about Jesus? 

How does the gospel (the person and work of Jesus) change the way you think 
about home and family?
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Closing
What are some things from your home growing up that you can praise God for? 
What are some things that may need healing and restoration? 

What are the spiritual needs of your family right now? What can you do to ensure 
those needs are addressed?

Picture your family years from now—at the end of your life. What kind of legacy 
do you want to leave? What are some steps you can take to leave a lasting legacy 
for your family to love and serve Christ?
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GOD’S DESIGN FOR MARRIAGE

If you think back on the weddings you’ve attended, you’ll likely remember 
having heard this preamble, adapted from traditional Anglican weddings:
 
“Marriage is a special and unique relationship appointed by God, and set 
apart as sacred, signifying the wonderful spiritual union between Christ 
and his church. It is therefore not to be entered upon lightly or carelessly, 
but thoughtfully with reverence for God and with due consideration for 
the purposes for which it was established by God. It was established for 
the companionship, help, and strength which husband and wife ought 
to give to each other. It was established for the continuance of family life 
as God intended—that children, who are gifts from the Lord, should be 
carefully brought up and trained to obey God. And it was ordained for the 
welfare of human society, which can be strong and happy, only when the 
marriage bond is held in honor.”

This preamble explicitly mentions that God is the author and designer of 
marriage. In Genesis 2:18-25, God officiates the first wedding. He forms 
Eve for Adam out of Adam’s rib, and he brings her to Adam (to his de-
light!) when he awakes from his sleep.

Read Genesis 2:18-25. What is the first reason God mentions for the creation of 
woman (and ultimately of marriage itself) in verse 18? 

God’s ideal for marriage is “companionship”. If you are married, is this present in 
your marriage? What does it look like to pursue companionship? 
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Drawing from Genesis 2:24, Martin Luther said that the greatest love next 
to God should be the love for a spouse—that the man and woman are to 
love each other even more than their own families and thus leave their 
families and be united to each other. 

Why should a husband and wife’s love for each other be greater than their love for 
others (friends, family, etc.)? If you are married, would you say that your greatest 
love next to God is your love for your spouse? 

According to Ephesians 5:22-31, what is this love between a husband and a wife 
supposed to point us to? How does this compare with the way our culture thinks 
about marriage?

In summary, God designed marriage to be the most foundational and fun-
damental institution in human society. God designed marriage for our joy 
and companionship—to be a covenant relationship between a man and a 
woman. This covenant relationship points us to the great ‘mystery’ God 
revealed two thousand years ago: Christ’s love for his bride, the Church. 
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Closing
What are you hopeful for in your marriage? What are you looking forward to in the 
future? 

What can you do to make your marriage more conformed to God’s design—more 
reflective of the relationship of Christ and his Church?
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HUSBANDS

In 1 Corinthians 15:3-4, Paul writes, “For I delivered to you as of first im-
portance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance 
with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third 
day in accordance with the Scriptures.” 

This short passage gives us a brief summary of what the gospel is. Note 
that Paul considers the gospel to be “of first importance”. One of the rea-
sons that the gospel is so important is because eternity is at stake. Apart 
from Jesus, we will perish. But by faith in him, we will have eternal life 
(John 3:16).

Another reason it’s so important to understand the gospel is that it deeply 
impacts the way we treat other people. A clear example of this is found in 
Ephesians 5 regarding how husbands are to treat their wives.

Read Ephesians 5:25-33. What are husbands called to do throughout this passage? 

How is Jesus a model of what husbands are being called to? 

Husbands are to love their wives “as Christ loved the church”. This re-
quires husbands to be familiar with the ways that Jesus loves and pursues 
his bride. So how has Jesus loved the church? 

Having the Mind of Christ
Read Philippians 2:3-11. What kind of mindset does Paul call Christians to have 
toward one another in verses 3-4? 
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How does Jesus model this kind of humility in verses 5-11? In what ways were 
Jesus’s actions inconvenient?

Within marriage, what are some examples of times when it is difficult for hus-
bands and wives to have this mindset toward each other?

Knowing that husbands are to love their wives as Christ loved the church, what 
kind of standard does this passage set for husbands? 

Forgiving as We Have Been Forgiven
Read the parable of the unforgiving servant in Matthew 18:21-35. What point is 
Jesus making in this parable?

How big a debt did the master forgive (v. 24)? How did it compare to what the 
servant himself was owed (v. 28)? How do you think Jesus wants us to react to the 
servant’s outburst at his fellow servant?
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Do you see any correlation between yourself and the servant? 

Based on this passage, how can husbands love their wives well during conflict?

Matthew 18 and Philippians 2 are instructive for husbands wondering 
what it looks like to love their wives as Christ loved the church. He should 
count her more significant than himself and serve her needs above his 
own. He should strive to help her grow in her faith. He should be willing 
to give up what’s convenient to help her love Jesus more. And in conflict, 
the husband—fully aware of how much God has forgiven him—should be 
quick to confess his own sin. He should also be quick to forgive his wife’s 
sin and refuse to hold a grudge against her.   

When a husband grasps the ways he’s been loved by God in Christ, he’ll 
be compelled to extend that same love to his wife. Being a godly hus-
band isn’t a matter of him knowing more about the Bible than his wife. 
It’s a matter of him knowing the gospel and letting it affect his daily life, 
encouraging his wife and family with it, being mindful of the grace and 
mercy he’s received, and consistently directing his family’s focus to the 
one who died for our sakes and was raised.

Closing
This love that is motivated by Christ’s love and forgiveness is not just the 
love of a husband for his wife—these verses in Philippians 2 and Matthew 
18 are instructive for all believers as we seek to love those around us.
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What does it practically look like to count others as more significant than yourself? 
How can you look out for the interests of others this week? If you are married, how 
does this apply to your relationship with your spouse?

In what ways is loving others costly? Is God calling you to serve others in ways that 
might be inconvenient for you?  

If you are a husband, what are ways that you can point your family to Christ (pray-
ing together, reading the Bible, etc.)?
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WIVES

Many girls dream of the day that they will get married—wearing a beau-
tiful white gown and having all the attention on her. Then after a perfect 
wedding and honeymoon, she and her knight in shining armor will move 
into their Pinterest-perfect home and start their life together. Life is com-
plete. 

At least, that’s the dream. But in reality, the mundane details of life inev-
itably crowd out the romantic ideals of marriage. Unexpected bills come 
in, seemingly small disagreements over chores become something much 
bigger, dirty laundry is left all over the floor. When marriage doesn’t meet 
our expectations, our response to God and to our spouse often reveals 
where our hope truly lies.

What expectations do you have for marriage, whether you are married or not? 
How have your thoughts of marriage changed over the years?

Self -Focused to Self -Sacrifical 
The problem with the romantic ideal of marriage is that it is self-focused. 
It’s about what makes us happy and comfortable. We believe the lie that 
we can only be a good spouse if our spouse is good to us. It’s a vicious cycle 
that will break unity and deteriorate a marriage.

After Adam and Eve sinned, God tells Eve that she will now desire to have 
control over her husband (Genesis 3:16). Like all sin, the desire for con-
trol is self-focused and doesn’t consider the needs of others. Wives are to 
love their husbands by submitting to them. But if we left it at that, then 
submission and the role of a wife is incomplete and lacking. It’s no wonder 
our society sees the concept of submission as demoralizing, archaic and 
inhumane. 
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When Scripture calls a wife to submit to her husband, it is always in the 
context of the husband submitting himself to God. God ordained the mar-
riage relationship to reflect Christ and the church. True biblical submis-
sion isn’t a tool that a husband uses to control or dominate his wife, nor is 
it a license for a wife to follow her husband in unwise and sinful decisions. 
Instead, it is a way to beautifully display the gospel and the character of 
Jesus, who submitted to the will of the Father. When Christ is at the cen-
ter of the marriage, it is the joy of a wife to submit and follow the leader-
ship of her husband.

How does our culture view submission? How does the biblical definition differ from 
this perception? 

How does a wife’s submission to her husband and a husband’s submission to Christ 
produce a healthy and joyful marriage?

Read 1 Peter 3:1-2. What does it look like for a wife to submit when her husband 
isn’t seeking the Lord? What about a wife who struggles to agree with her hus-
band’s decisions for her family? How can a wife honor God and her husband in 
those seasons?  
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Closing
True contentment can be found when we are finding our satisfaction not 
in a happy marriage but in a holy God. Because when the storms of life 
hit, we can trust that our hope is rooted in the sovereign God who holds 
all things together (Colossians 1:17).

If you are a wife, what influences how you embody the role of a wife? How do social 
media, blogs, and your phone affect your ability to fulfill your role as a wife? In 
what ways do you need to reorient your focus?

If you are a husband, read 1 Peter 3:7. What can you do to help your wife flourish 
in her God given role?

Spend some time praying for 2-3 women who are wives or hope to be wives some-
day. Reach out and encourage them with the hope of the gospel, no matter what 
stage of life they are in.
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SEX

Most products come with instruction manuals. While these often go un-
read, they do serve a few helpful and important roles. They explain what 
the product is and what it’s meant to do. They also tell you how to use it. 
And when the product isn’t working, they diagnose what’s wrong and tell 
you how to fix it. 

In many ways, the Bible does the same for us. It tells us why God created 
us, how to flourish as his creatures, and how to course-correct when we 
deviate from his design. It also gets more specific and gives guidance for 
every aspect of the human experience, including sex. 

What does the Bible say about sex? What is it for? How is it meant to be 
used? And what errors should be avoided?

The Origin of Sex
Read Genesis 1:31 and Psalm 24:1. What do we learn from these verses about 
how God views his creation? 

Considering that human sexuality is part of God’s creation, what do Genesis 1:31 
and Psalm 24:1 teach us about God’s attitude to sex?

It’s important to grasp that the whole idea of sex started with God. It’s 
the product of his kindness and creativity. As its architect, no one under-
stands sex better than him. So, when he talks about it, we should listen. 
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The Purpose of Sex
Genesis 2:18-25 is an account of the first marriage, and in verse 24 we 
find a summary statement of what marriage is. First, it is an exclusive 
relationship (“a man shall leave his father and his mother”). No other 
earthly relationship comes before the husband and wife’s relationship to 
each other. Second, it’s permanent (“and hold fast to his wife”). The man 
and woman are making a covenant with each other to always be together. 

Finally, within this exclusive and permanent relationship, the man and 
woman become one in the closest possible way (“they shall become one 
flesh”). Every aspect of their lives becomes united, including their bodies. 
Sex both expresses and deepens this unity. Stated differently, the husband 
and wife’s closeness leads to sex, and sex in turn brings them closer.

Notice the order of Genesis 2:24: “leaving”, “hold[ing] fast”, and only then “becom-
ing one”. Why is an exclusive, permanent relationship necessary for sex to function 
properly? 

How does removing this context of marriage affect the way we think about sex? If 
its purpose is not to express and deepen a husband and wife’s unity, what does its 
purpose become?

 

Two Wrong Ways to Think About Sex
Like all things, sex has been affected by the fall (Genesis 3). We see some 
of these effects in 1 Corinthians. Some Christians in Corinth viewed sex 
as just another biological need, no more morally significant than eating 
(1 Corinthians 6:12-20). Others swung in the opposite direction. They 
thought of sex as something dirty that should be avoided, even within 
marriage (1 Corinthians 7:1-7). 
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Some needed to be reminded that sex is a gift from God (and therefore sa-
cred and to be used only as he prescribes). Others needed to be reminded 
that sex is a gift from God (and therefore to be enjoyed). 

Do you see either of these two false mindsets about sex in our culture today? What 
about in the church?

Do you tend to fall into one of these two errors? How so? Are there other wrong 
ways of thinking about sex that you are prone to? 

In 1 Timothy 4:1-5, Paul addressed a group of false teachers who mea-
sured people’s holiness by what they were willing to give up, including sex 
(v. 3 – they “forbid marriage”).   

How does Paul respond to this type of teaching in 1 Timothy 4:4-5? How import-
ant are the truths of Genesis 1:31 and Psalm 24:1 to Paul’s reasoning here?
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Closing
Does the Bible seem relevant to the topic of sexuality to you? Why or why not?

In Matthew 22:30, Jesus taught that marriage as we know it (and by extension, 
sex) is a temporary gift. How should this affect the way we think about sex now? 

Read 1 Corinthians 7:3-4. Why is such selflessness necessary when it comes to 
sex? How does selfishness distort sex? 
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SINGLES

Have you ever looked back and thought, “I wish that I had been more 
grateful for that person/job/season of my life”? We don’t always appreci-
ate what we have until it’s gone. Thankfully, God’s Word allows us to see 
life from his perspective, which in turn enables us to be genuinely grateful 
for all his many blessings.

God loves to give good gifts (Matthew 7:7-11). Those gifts are diverse (1 
Corinthians 7:7; 12:4-7), united in purpose (Ephesians 4:11-13) and valu-
able (1 Corinthians 12:22). But all these gifts point to the goodness of his 
best gift: the gift of his Son, Jesus Christ.

Scripture tells us that one of the gifts that God gives to point to Jesus is 
the gift of singleness (1 Corinthians 7:7-8). It’s important to see single-
ness from this perspective, because how we think about singleness will 
affect how we steward it. When understood as the gift of God that it is, 
singleness (like any gift from God) becomes a unique opportunity to glori-
fy God and serve the church.

But how does someone know if they have the gift of singleness? If you’re 
unmarried, you have it! For some, it’s a gift that lasts for a lifetime; for 
others, singleness is a gift that is only for a season. For however long one 
has the gift, their focus should be to steward it well and use it to God’s 
glory.

How do you think most Christians view singleness? Why?

How do you think the church could better communicate the value of singleness and 
encourage their single members in stewardship?
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Read 1 Corinthians 7:7-8; 32-35. What are some reasons why the apostle Paul 
wishes that more were single as he himself was? List each one that you see. 

How does God’s Word value singleness differently from the way that the world 
values it? 

Living in a fallen world, every Christian will struggle with discontentment 
in some form or another. For those with a deep desire to be married, this 
might look like being discontent with their singleness. But we must realize 
that discontentment is a struggle in our hearts that no change in life 
stage, income level, or social status can protect us from. 

Read 1 Timothy 6:6-8 and Philippians 4:10-13. Based on these passages, who and 
what are necessary to be content? 

In John 6:35, Jesus said, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me 
shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.” Only he 
can fill the deepest longings of our soul. Only in Jesus is contentment ever 
found. If we value other people or things before him—which in this life 
can be taken away (1 Timothy 6:6-8)—contentment will be unreachable. 
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Closing
If you are single, what are some unique, practical opportunities God has given you 
to serve the body of Christ?

How have you been encouraged by single men and women serving within the body 
of Christ?

What does it look like to faithfully steward any gift from God when it isn’t the gift 
we desire?

If you are married, are there ways in which you depend on your spouse for content-
ment? 
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GOD’S DESIGN FOR PARENTING

The best model for any role God calls us to is himself. Any discussion 
about how to be a godly parent should start with how God fathers us. 
God’s design for parenting is displayed perfectly through his own love for 
us—from creating us uniquely in his own image to his costly pursuit of us 
in our fallen state through the life, death and resurrection of his only son. 
Despite our sins, God continues to love and lavish us with gifts. He shows 
us that he is both loving (through forgiveness and gifts) and just (through 
discipline and instruction). 

Our parenting must balance love and justice as well. If our love for our 
children is never expressed in discipline, our children will not see the nat-
ural and real consequences of actions that can hurt themselves or others. 
On the other hand, if we only discipline and give rules, we won’t reach 
their hearts with forgiveness and mercy. All throughout the New Testa-
ment, we see Jesus confronting sin with a gentle, loving, yet firm stand on 
what God has to say about our words, actions, and emotions. 

Read the parable of the prodigal son (Luke 15:11-32). Make a list of all the fa-
ther’s actions from the beginning to end of the story. How do those actions reflect 
how God moves and acts?

Read Matthew 7:7-11. What things have you asked God for that he gave you? 
What have you asked for that he hasn’t given you yet? How often do you reflect on 
the fact that God has given us his best?
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What do Luke 11:13 and Romans 8:32 teach us about God’s willingness to give 
good gifts to his children? 

What do the following verses say about God’s relationship to us as our Father?  

   Matthew 6:4, 6, 18

   Matthew 6:8, 31-32

   Matthew 6:14

As a good father, God doesn’t just give good gifts to his children. He also 
disciplines them. We often think that discipline is punishment. But in 
looking at the word ‘discipline’ we see the root word ‘disciple’. If we are 
called to be disciples of Christ, is that a punishment? Of course not! We 
should be disciplined (obedient or self-controlled) in many things, includ-
ing our spiritual habits and relationship with God.
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Read Hebrews 12:4-11. What does being disciplined by God prove about our rela-
tionship to him? 

Closing
How have you seen God’s discipline in your own life? How did that discipline pro-
duce holiness in you?

How can we discipline our children, based on our understanding of how God disci-
plines us? 
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PARENTS

Parenting is a high calling. Any parent about to have their first child has 
understood this very clearly and felt the weight of that responsibility! Paul 
Tripp lays out this responsibility like this: “Every parent everywhere is 
called to recognize that they have been put on earth at a particular time 
and in a particular location to do one thing in the lives of their children…
God’s will.”1

Every Christian parent would respond “Amen!” to this. But what is God’s 
will for parents? God spells out his will very clearly in Deuteronomy 6:4-9. 

Parents and Children
Read Deuteronomy 6:4-9. What responsibilities do you see in this passage for 
parents?

 

There’s something in this passage that is significant but easy to miss. 
Before God speaks to his people about passing on the law to the next 
generation, he addresses how they’re to be personally impacted by it 
(vv. 5-6). Why? Because it’s easier to tell our kids how to live than it is to 
demonstrate it. I once heard a pastor say that “to be effective with the text 
you must be affected by it”. We should not only tell our children what God 
commands but show them how sweet it is to obey those commands. 

In what ways have you been personally impacted by the gospel? 

1 Paul David Tripp, Parenting: 14 Gospel Principles That Can Radically Change Your Family, p 14
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Are there things you tell your kids to do that you struggle to do yourself? 

Verses 7-9 address parents passing on their faith. We are to “diligently” 
teach God’s ways to our children “when you sit in your house, and when 
you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.” Scripture 
should saturate every aspect of our home (“on your hand…between your 
eyes…on your doorposts…on your gates”). In view here is a rhythm of life 
where God’s Word is central in our homes and hovering near the surface 
of every conversation.

What does the rhythm of your home currently look like? What role does the Bible 
play in that rhythm?  

Are there aspects of your home life that you feel are “off-limits” to God? 

The Church and Children
In Matthew 12:46-50, Jesus broadens the definition of “family” by saying 
“whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister 
and mother”. This is why Paul can refer to Timothy and Titus—who are 
not related to him—as his children, since he’s poured so much of himself 
into them (1 Timothy 1:2; 2 Timothy 1:2; Titus 1:4).

This means that the commands of Deuteronomy 6 to teach God’s word to 
the next generation aren’t just for parents. They’re for the whole church. 
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We all have a part to play in teaching the gospel to children. The language 
we use at Providence Church during Child Dedication services reflects 
this. After the parents commit to teach their children about Jesus, the rest 
of the church says: “As a church family, we promise to work alongside you 
in your efforts to teach and portray Christ to your child. By God’s grace we 
will support and encourage you in this good work.”

Who in your life has been a spiritual parent to you?

Whether or not you’re a parent, what are ways that you can help train up the next 
generation in the ways of the Lord? 

Closing
What would living out Deuteronomy 6:7-9 practically look like in your home? 

As you consider what it looks like to give Scripture a more central place in your 
home, what are some potential obstacles to seeing that happen?
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CHILDREN

In Ephesians 6:1-4, Paul calls our attention to the relationship between 
children and parents:

“Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. ‘Honor your 
father and mother’ (this is the first commandment with a promise), ‘that 
it may go well with you and that you may live long in the land.’ Fathers, 
do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline 
and instruction of the Lord.”

It could be easy for someone who’s not a parent to skim past verses like 
this. But as we saw in the previous lesson, the command to “Train up a 
child in the way he should go” (Proverbs 22:6) applies—at some level—to 
everyone in the church, not just parents, because we are all called to part-
ner together in teaching the next generation. 

We should also remember that we are still children ourselves; children of 
God and children of our parents.  

A Commandment with a Promise
Read Deuteronomy 6:20-25. What purposes do you see for the commandments 
God gave the Israelites?

Read Ephesians 6:1-4 and Exodus 20:12. What is the promise with the command-
ment? What connection is there, both for the Israelites and for us, between the 
commandment and the promise?
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The commandments that God gives his children, including the commandment to 
honor your parents, are always for our good (Deuteronomy 6:24). How have you 
seen God’s goodness in obeying his commandments?

Submission as Children
Read Ephesians 6:1-6. What does it look like as an adult to obey our parents?

How do you think our culture views the relationship between an adult child and a 
parent? How does our culture show honor to parents?

Think of someone (perhaps even yourself) who might struggle with this 
commandment to honor their parents. Perhaps their parents are not 
believers or they are living in unrepentant sin. Or for whatever reason, 
maybe that relationship with their parents is strained. (Take special note 
of the fact that Paul adds the phrase “in the Lord” to the call to obey your 
parents in Ephesians 6:1.) 

What might it look like to obey parents under some of these circumstances?
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For others, the command to honor their parents won’t be possible because 
their parents have passed on. Even so, when we remember the way Jesus 
expands the definition of “family” (Matthew 12:46-50), we see that we can 
also obey Ephesians 6:1-3 by honoring older believers who have invested 
in us and by following their example. 

Read Titus 2:1-6. What people has God put in your life that can model gospel 
living to you? 

Who has God put in your life to whom you could be a model of living as we are 
called?

Ephesians 5:21-6:9 doesn’t only address children and parents. It also 
addresses husbands and wives and slaves and masters. But notice what’s 
unique about the child/parent relationship. Though we may not all be 
servants and masters, and none of us are both husbands and wives, we are 
all both children and authority figures over children. Our ability to relate 
to both ends of this God-ordained order can help us better understand the 
heart behind the order he has laid out. 

Closing
How have you seen God’s love for you expressed through your parents and/or 
through other godly older men and women?
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If you are a parent, how does remembering your role and responsibility as a child 
affect the way that you parent?
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MISSIONAL HOME

In many ways, the whole Bible can be summarized in two passages: Gen-
esis 12:1-3 and Matthew 28:18-20. In Genesis 12:1-3, we see a prophetic 
outline of God’s plan to rescue sinners. God begins by calling one man, 
Abraham. This calling extends to Abraham’s family and eventually leads 
to the formation of the covenant nation of Israel. Finally, we see that 
through Israel, the covenant promise would extend to all nations. The 
calling would include peoples from all the earth. 

With the coming of Christ, Abraham’s true descendant, the promises of 
Genesis 12 are fulfilled.  In Matthew 28:18-20 we see the means in which 
God is calling his covenant people. After his victory over death, hell, and 
sin, Jesus commissions all believers to proclaim the gospel to every crea-
ture and to make disciples of all nations. 

Considering the two passages above (Genesis 12:1-3 and Matthew 28:18-20), 
how is Jesus the key to the fulfillment of God’s plan to create a covenant people?

This great commission is usually thought of in terms of daring foreign 
missions. While that is certainly an important aspect of the calling, we 
are also faced with the challenge of taking this grand calling and applying 
it practically in our everyday lives as we live in our communities and raise 
our children.  

In Acts 17:26, we see that God has sovereignly determined the time and 
places we would live.  This means that the sports teams our kids join, their 
schools, our neighbors, our place of work, the restaurants we frequent, 
the street we live on, etc.—none of these realities are outside of God’s 
providence! His hand is behind all of the things that we can often take for 
granted. 

Think about the circles and spaces of your life (your neighborhood, job, kids’ teams, 
etc.) How intentional are you in those spaces to get to know non-Christians?
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How does knowing that God has put you in those spaces affect the way you view 
those aspects of your life? 

What are some practical ways you can use your home as a means of having gospel 
encounters and conversations? 

How can we impress the importance of being a missional home on our children? 

Knowing that God has intentionally put us where he has to share the gos-
pel, we need to remember that their salvation is not up to us! First Corin-
thians 12:3 teaches us that no one can say “Jesus is Lord” outside of the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Our job is simply to share the gospel, love them, 
and pray for the Spirit to save them.

How does the Spirit’s sovereign role in conversion encourage you as you think of 
what it means to be a missional home?
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Closing
Who are some people in your life right now who don’t know Jesus?

What are some concrete, practical steps you can take to start building a deeper 
relationship with them and sharing the gospel?
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family CONNECTIONS

Here are some activities you can do with your family:

As a family, walk through your routines and come up with creative ways 
to remind one other that Jesus is the center of everything. Pray in the car 
aloud as you drive to school. Point out things that God made and praise 
him for the way he created everything, including us! Talk about ways to 
care for the things God has given you.

Set up an obstacle course around your room. Have the blindfolded person 
ask questions on where to go - “Should I go straight? Do I need to crawl 
under something?” Take turns leading a blindfolded person through the 
obstacle course. Just like we relied on someone to help us where to go in 
the obstacle course, a husband relies on God to help him lead his wife and 
his family!

Model prayer for your children. Pray for your spouse or family with them 
and ask what they need prayer for. Help guide them in what they need 
prayer for and pray over them.

Play “Red Rover, Red Rover”. Get the neighbors involved if you need more 
people! As a family, we should be strong together and not let anyone break 
through our walls. We use God’s Word and help from others to not let sin 
break into our hearts. 

Read Psalm 84:11 and James 1:17. Talk about how good gifts come from 
God! Have everyone draw a picture of a good gift that God has given them 
- maybe a friend or something good that happened to them that day. Pray 
and thank God for all the good he has given us!

Come up with creative ways to share the love of Jesus to your neighbors! 
You can make cookies with personal hand drawn invitations from the kids 
to attend service that Sunday. As a family, decide how you can reach out to 
your neighborhood and love your neighbor as yourself.
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