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Remember Their Nature 
 
Sermon Text: 2 Peter 2:10-22 
Study Texts: Matthew 7:13-23 
 
Sermon Recap: In this week’s sermon text, Peter continues to expose and identify false 
teachers who seek to harm the people of God.  But more than merely identifying these 
false teachers, Peter goes on to show their end: eternal destruction. These men and 
women, while often appearing to be one of the flock—and as Dr. Shaddix pointed out in 
a previous sermon, some are even pastors—are not a part of God’s people. Rather, as 
Peter goes on to show, “They have eyes full of adultery, insatiable for sin. They entice 
unsteady souls…” The evidence of a false teacher comes out in how they live. The 
church must be vigilant in knowing the true gospel and guarding against those who 
attempt to preach a false, destructive one.  
 
Sermon Connection: Just as Peter warns against false teachers, so does Jesus. In 
Matthew 7:13-23 (part of the Sermon on the Mount), Jesus gives an extended sermon 
on recognizing false teachers and how to protect ourselves from their teaching. He 
begins the passage by encouraging His hearers with a strong and protective word, 
“Enter by the narrow gate” (Matthew 7:13-14). The word “narrow” primarily refers to the 
exclusive nature of the Gospel. John 14:6 teaches that Jesus is the only way to God. 
Other verses like Acts 14:12 teach this as well, “And there is salvation in no one else, 
for there is no other name (Jesus) under heaven given among men by which we must 
be saved.” We protect ourselves from false teaching when we believe in Christ alone for 
salvation. Jesus also teaches that we can protect ourselves from false teachers by 
analyzing their fruits and discerning whether they submit to Jesus as Lord. Looking at 
Matthew 7:15-23, we are told that if Jesus is your Lord and Savior, you will bear fruit in 
keeping with repentance (see Matthew 3:8-10). This the biblical way to protect 
ourselves from false teachers. By watching their life/lifestyle we can discern whether 
they are truly born of God.  If someone truly embraces Jesus as Lord and Savior, it will 
be very evident in their lives.  
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Lesson Plan 
Lesson Goal: The only way to protect ourselves from false teaching is to stay on the 
narrow path. 
 
Lesson Points: 
We protect ourselves from false teachers by believing the exclusive Gospel. (vv. 13-14) 
We protect ourselves from false teachers by analyzing their fruits. (vv. 15-23) 
 
The Context: 
The Sermon on the Mount is the sermon that Jesus taught in Matthew chapters 5-7. 
Matthew 5:1-2 is the reason it is known as the Sermon on the Mount: "Now when He 
saw the crowds, He went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to 
Him, and He began to teach them..." The Sermon on the Mount is the most famous 
sermon Jesus ever gave, perhaps the most famous sermon ever given by anyone. 
The Sermon on the Mount covers several different topics. If we were to summarize the 
Sermon on the Mount in a single sentence, it would be something like this: How to live a 
life that is dedicated to and pleasing to God, free from hypocrisy, full of love and grace, 
full of wisdom and discernment.  
 
Opening Question:  
We begin this study with one of the most important questions anyone could ever ask 
you.  Are you a Christian?  I’m not asking if you call yourself a Christian, if that’s what 
you fill out on a census form, but are you a genuine Christian?  Do you really know what 
that means? 
 
Transition Statement:  
The gate is narrow because faith in Jesus is the only gate, the only way! It’s narrow in 
the sense that there aren’t many different ways to God; there’s only one way. Sadly, 
many will not find it.  
 
We protect ourselves from false teachers by believing the exclusive Gospel.  
(vv. 13-14) 
Read Matthew 7:13-14.  
What does the first phrase of verse 13, “Enter by the narrow gate,” imply? See also 
John 14:6.  
Jesus does not sugarcoat this. Salvation is open to all men, but it is not open to all 
interpretations. The path to God is not a mingling of many paths. It is the hard and 
narrow path of holiness. This is what Jesus says to His disciples, and this is what Jesus 
says to us. “Enter by the narrow gate” means exactly what we think; it means that the 
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only path to God is found in and through Jesus. He is the only Way, the only Truth and 
the only Life (John 14:6); and no one comes to the Father except by means of His 
gospel. Therefore, Jesus says, “Enter by the narrow gate…,” for there is no other gate. 
 
The narrow gate is not asking Jesus into your heart (which is found nowhere in the Bible 
whatsoever); it’s not wanting it really badly. It’s not trying to turn your life around and be 
a better you. The narrow gate is realizing the “better you” is still utterly depraved, so 
turning from sin and placing your faith and trust in the finished work of Christ, His death 
and resurrection. That is the only gate. 
 
What does Jesus mean in saying the path of destruction is wide and full of people? 
See 1 Cor. 10:12.  
Again, we need not over-complicate this, making say something it does not. Jesus is 
just as clear in saying that the path away from God is wide, easy, full of people and 
well-trodden. It is the comfortable path; it is the path of least resistance….there are 
deep footprints to follow.  
 
This should give us reason for pause. The way of the world is easy, it is convenient and 
it is often appealing. The way of the world can often feel more comforting than 
faithfulness. This is why Paul writes, “Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands 
take heed lest he fall” (1 Cor. 10:12). This is not to say that all those who enjoy the 
world are evil and hell-bound. Rather, it is a warning to evaluate our loves. What is our 
life oriented towards? Are we seeking to enter by the narrow gate? 
 
How do these verses (13-14) shed light on the responsibility of every Christian 
concerning obedience? See also Romans 12:1-2.  
These few verses highlight the responsibility of the Christian to live faithfully unto the 
Lord. Living faithfully does not only mean choosing holiness; it also means forsaking 
unrighteousness. It means recognizing the false teachings of the path of destruction, the 
way of condemnation, and rejecting them.  
 
As we see in Rm. 12:1-2, the Christian is to offer himself/herself as a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to the Lord. This means that there can be no other god in the life of 
the Christian. To follow Christ (the narrow and hard way that leads to life) is to forsake 
the world (the easy, well-trodden path of destruction). It may mean walking away from 
worldly dreams and aspirations; it may mean losing opportunities for worldly success; it 
may mean losing the respect, trust or love of those we hold most dear. But, it does 
mean our lives will be filled with unsurpassable joy (Ps. 16:11). It does mean that 
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nothing in this life will ever compete and compare with the glory that is to be ours in 
Christ Jesus (Rm. 8:18).  
 
Transition Statement:  
We protect ourselves from false prophets or false teachers by examining their lives and 
the fruit of their false gospel. These are preachers, leaders, teachers, authors, and 
bloggers, whoever they are, they do not actually teach the truth. These are people who 
might even be saying encouraging things but not the truth. In the end, Jesus is not their 
Savior and Lord.  

● Quote: “This warning (Matthew 7:15-23) of Jesus applies to people who say 
‘Lord, Lord’ and yet their spiritual life has nothing to do with their daily life.” John 
MacArthur 

● Lordship Salvation: This is a helpful article to study with this section.  
 
 
We protect ourselves from false teachers by analyzing their fruits. vv. 15-23 
Read Matthew 7:15-20. 
Jesus warns, “Beware of false prophets…” What reality does this bring to light for the 
family of God? 
This is an important passage for the Church. We must be a discerning people for the 
sake of the gospel in the family of God. According to Jesus, above Whom there is no 
higher authority, there are false prophets and false teachers in the Church. 
Furthermore, and of great concern, these false teachers will often disguise themselves 
as one of the family. Therefore, the Church must be vigilant in keeping watch. This is 
not to say that we take on a “doomsdayer” mentality, always looking over our shoulder. 
Rather, we are to be so taken with and consumed by the gospel, that any whiff of false 
gospel is immediately noticed.  
 
What are the marks of a true prophet? See also the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 
5:22-23.  
Jesus here identifies those who are false teachers as ravenous wolves; and we should 
understandably expect true teachers to be the opposite. True teachers are those who 
herald the true gospel. They preach Christ as the only way. They plead with the people 
to enter by the narrow gate; they plead for righteousness among the people of God. 
They bear the fruit of the Spirit listed in Galatians 5:22-23...to state it briefly, they imitate 
Jesus. True followers of Christ “Bear fruit in keeping with repentance” (Matthew 3:8).  
 
 
 

4 

https://www.gotquestions.org/lordship-salvation.html


What are the marks of a false prophet? See 2 Peter 2:3-22.  
Unlike good shepherds and teachers, false teachers seek to destroy. Jesus says, “You 
will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thorn bushes…?” Clearly, 
Jesus is saying that true righteous living and teaching cannot come from these false 
teachers, these ravenous wolves. And we see this in how they live, in evaluating their 
fruits. This is Peter’s point in 2 Pt. 2:3-22. Peter gives an extended passage on this 
subject (the identity of false teachers) in order to help the Church see and know what 
these dangerous people look like. Our first line of defense against these false teachers 
and false gospels is recognizing them for who and what they are. 
 
How should Jesus’ mention of spiritual fruit affect our understanding of how the gospel 
works in our lives and the lives of His people, the Church? 
This passage is full of imperative statements, which means action and obedience 
statements. Jesus is not simply calling His people to hear, He is also calling for 
obedience. He calls for our obedience when He says, “Enter by the narrow gate…” He 
calls for our obedience when He says, “For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that 
leads to life, and those who find are few...” He calls us to be one of those who takes on 
the hard life of faithfulness. He calls us to obedience when He says, “Beware of false 
prophets…” to be watchful and discerning, to guard and to cherish the gospel. The 
gospel is salvation by grace through faith (Eph. 2), but it is also salvation unto holy living 
(1 Thess. 4).  
 
Based on this passage, are Christians called to judge and discern? 
Yes. Christ-followers, the people of God, the Church….we are called to be a discerning 
people. Discernment is another word for judging. Jesus calls us to be a watchful, 
informed and discerning people for the sake of the gospel. This is judgement for the 
sake of protection; it is knowing the true gospel, which enables us to recognize the 
dangers of false gospels and protecting the people of God from these harmful lies.  
 
Based on verse 21, who are the only people who can be saved? How can we know 
Jesus is not teaching salvation through works? See also Eph. 2:8-10; Heb. 12:14; 
Jm. 2:17.  
According to Jesus, those who will be saved are those who carry out the will of the 
Father. At first glance, some may read this as works-righteousness (earning salvation 
through works). This is, however, not the case. Understanding the biblical view of 
salvation, we see that God does not save us because of works, but He saves us to 
works. Because of the radical transformation the gospel brings, we desire to carry out 
the will of the Father. Therefore, we understand that Jesus is saying salvation comes to 
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those whom God saves, and this is evidenced in their lives. He is referencing His 
previous statement in verse 20, “You will recognize them by their fruits.”  
 
This is an incredibly sobering thought: “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will 
enter the kingdom of heaven...”  How can this be? How can people call Him, “Lord,” and 
not be Christians? 
People can call Jesus, “Lord,” and yet not actually have submitted to Him as Lord. 
Please hear me, everyone; even with passion and emotion and apparent devotion, you 
can say, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do all that and still not be a Christian.  You can experience 
what you think is worship and yet not truly know God.  The scariest part about this is 
that these people were self-deceived even in their sincerity.  They thought that, “All that 
matters is that your heart is in it.”  That’s not true if your heart is given to the wrong 
thing!  You can sincerely give your heart to the moral side of Christianity and never give 
your heart over to repentance and faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
We guard ourselves against false prophets by taking heed to their fruits. What kinds of 
things should we look for when analyzing their fruits?  
This means paying attention to several aspects of their life and ministry: 

1. We should pay attention to the manner of living a teacher shows. Do they 
show righteousness, humility and faithfulness in the way they live? 

2. We should pay attention to the content of their teaching. Is it true fruit from 
God's Word, or is it man-centered, appealing to ears that want to be 
tickled? 

3. We should pay attention to the effect of their teaching. Are people growing 
in Jesus or merely being entertained and eventually falling away? Where 
does their teaching orient your heart?  

How is verse 22 a warning for those who claim to be Christians? See also 1 Cor. 10:12.  
This is a sobering verse in that it shows the coming reality of judgment. There is coming 
a day when God will balance the account of sin. Those who are truly in Christ, those 
whose lives bear the fruit of the gospel will be counted in Christ and be saved. But, this 
verse is also sobering in that not all who claim Christ are truly saved. We must take 
heed lest we fall into false gospels of salvation.  
 
What does verse 23 teach about the ultimate success of false teachers? Why is this of 
comfort to the Church?  
Throughout this passage, Jesus has made a distinction between true and false 
believers, and He has done so on the basis of living, on the fruitfulness of their lives. 
Those who are in Christ, those who are true to the true gospel, bear good fruit, they 
enter by the narrow gate, they walk the hard path….and they are saved. On the other 

6 



hand, the Church may find comfort in the fact that, while struggling against false 
teachers and false gospels now, the Lord will ultimately bring punishment upon them. 
Their destruction will be brought to an end by our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
The Big Picture  
So we end this study with the same question we began with. Are you a Christian or do 
you just call yourself a Christian?  Jesus has issued three warnings about three ways 
we can be deceived into thinking we’re OK when we’re really not.  In the first passage, 
the world deceives us.  The broad road looks good.  It looks inviting.  There are a lot of 
people over there. But it really leads to destruction. The true gospel protects us by 
pointing us to the only gate that leads to the narrow way, Jesus Christ.  In the second 
passage, it’s false teachers who deceive us.  They sound good.  Their teaching is 
attractive.  They seem to have it all together.  But they are really wolves in sheep’s 
clothing...teaching a false gospel. We guard ourselves against these false teachers by 
examining their fruit.  In the third passage, people deceive themselves.  These people 
really thought they were going to heaven.  They thought they were the real thing.  They 
really thought their words and deeds would be enough.  But Jesus sent them away. 
Our fruit, our actions, how we live our lives, reveal who is really Lord of our lives. In the 
end, it all comes down to Jesus.  He is the gate by which we enter.  He is the way that 
we follow.  
 

● How can we know we’ve entered through the narrow gate?   
● Do you desire to do what you think are great things for God more than you desire 

simple obedience in all things, including small things? 
● Is your fruit a response to God’s grace saving you, or are you trying to prove 

something? Earn something? 
● Is your ultimate goal in becoming like Christ God’s glory or something else? 
● How are you training your family through Scripture to recognize ‘bad fruit’? 
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