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Reading The Cross Centered Life: Chapter 2 
 
Read and Discuss Colossians 3 
 
What a great question to ask, “What’s Your Life Centered On?” This question, if asked 
honestly, can be life transforming. You must ask it honestly. While reading this chapter, 
let it read you. If there is a center of your life other than the Gospel of Jesus Christ, then 
take the time to root it out and talk through it with the brothers and sisters of your Life 
Group. As risky as this sounds, they love you, and your repentance will bring glory to 
God and joy to your own heart. 
 
Questioning The Cross Centered Life 
 
The Matter of First Importance 
When Mahaney is discussing Christian activities on page 20, to what is he setting them 
in opposition? What Christian/church activities do you participate in? How much time do 
they take? How do they serve the Gospel? 
Of all the different callings, church activities, family outings, recreation and endeavors to 
which we devote our lives, Mahaney asserts that the Gospel, Christ died for our sins, and 
how it, the Gospel, comes to bear on all of life’s activities, must be that which we give 
FIRST IMPORTANCE.  
 
What are you passionate about? What do you think about when you can think about 
whatever you want? What do you love to talk about? What defines you? (p. 20) 
Calls for personal response. 
 
How would your relationship to that thing be different if the cross where the centerpiece 
of your life? How can your passion serve the big picture story of God’s Gospel in the 
world? How can it aid in the restoration of all things in Jesus? 
Calls for personal response. 
 
“Only one thing can be of first importance to each of us. And only the gospel ought to 
be.” C. J. Mahaney, The Cross Centered Life, pg. 21 
 
 
 



The New, The Better...or The Best? 
What is the danger that Mahaney attaches to advertising in our culture? 
How does advertising draw our hearts away from satisfaction in the Gospel? What 
promises of self, health or wealth are you most attached to? (p. 21) 
Advertising dangerously seeks to promote products or services as being something 
“new” and “better” that we need in our lives. Because we do not have this “new” or 
“better” product, our lives are somehow lacking. 
 
Too often, the Church finds itself regularly promoting something “new” or “better” by 
way of promoting a new music style, new programs, evangelism, missions, healing, 
miracles, the return of the Lord. Rather than simply allowing the Gospel to come to bear 
on all of life in the Church, the Church unfortunately keeps the congregation looking for 
“the next big thing.” 
 
How do good Christian issues draw our hearts away from satisfaction in the Gospel? 
Which ones draw you away? (p. 21) 
We are too often drawn away from satisfaction in the Gospel, because we are deceived 
into thinking something new must be better and therefore should be pursued. 
 
What is the “main thing” the very essence of the cross centered life? (p. 22) 
The Gospel, God sent His son into the world to live a perfect life and go to the cross to 
bear His wrath for sinners like you and me, is the main thing. 
 
How might you better focus on the Gospel as the center and defining point of your life? 
Then, with a right focus, how do you return to live with these good issues or the lures of 
advertising?  
Calls for personal response. 
 
(Excellent quote to include) - Paul Tripp - “Preach the gospel to yourself everyday. No 
one is more influential in your life than you are.” 
 
Our Daily Challenge 
Rewrite the definitions offered of  

Legalism - Measuring our relationship with God based upon my own performance 
instead of the Gospel of God’s grace 
 

Condemnation - Feeling that the weight of my sin is greater than the grace of 
God’s Gospel to outweigh it 
 



Subjectivism - Knowing that my feelings and emotions regularly change, and yet, 
basing my view of God on my constantly changing feelings or emotions rather than the 
steadfastness of God’s Gospel 
 
Do any of these strike you right off? (p 23) 
Calls for personal response. 
 
How are you responding inwardly from you gut? 
Calls for personal response. 
 
Conclusion 
The Gospel is the only appropriate center of our lives. It is not as if the rest of life 
becomes evil or unimportant. But the rest of life: marriage, children, career, leisure - all 
change if they are aimed towards the goal of the Gospel. Honestly, some will simply 
need to change, because we established those areas of our lives to satisfy our own 
prideful sense of self, or because they actually distract from the work of the Gospel 
through us. What is your life centered on?  What’s of first importance to you? 
“Ask God to change your heart so that, like Paul said in Galatians 6:14, you can say 
‘May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.’” 
  



 






