
Bible Study Guide 
Sunday, October 1, 2017 

 
 

Remember Their Nature 
 
Sermon Text: 2 Peter 2:10-22 
Study Texts: Matthew 7:13-23 
 
Sermon Recap: In this week’s sermon text, Peter continues to expose and identify false 
teachers who seek to harm the people of God.  But more than merely identifying these 
false teachers, Peter goes on to show their end: eternal destruction. These men and 
women, while often appearing to be one of the flock—and as Dr. Shaddix pointed out in 
a previous sermon, some are even pastors—are not a part of God’s people. Rather, as 
Peter goes on to show, “They have eyes full of adultery, insatiable for sin. They entice 
unsteady souls…” The evidence of a false teacher comes out in how they live. The 
church must be vigilant in knowing the true gospel and guarding against those who 
attempt to preach a false, destructive one.  
 
Sermon Connection: Just as Peter warns against false teachers, so does Jesus. In 
Matthew 7:13-23 (part of the Sermon on the Mount), Jesus gives an extended sermon 
on recognizing false teachers and how to protect ourselves from their teaching. He 
begins the passage by encouraging His hearers with a strong and protective word, 
“Enter by the narrow gate” (Matthew 7:13-14). The word “narrow” primarily refers to the 
exclusive nature of the Gospel. John 14:6 teaches that Jesus is the only way to God. 
Other verses like Acts 14:12 teach this as well, “And there is salvation in no one else, 
for there is no other name (Jesus) under heaven given among men by which we must 
be saved.” We protect ourselves from false teaching when we believe in Christ alone for 
salvation. Jesus also teaches that we can protect ourselves from false teachers by 
analyzing their fruits and discerning whether they submit to Jesus as Lord. Looking at 
Matthew 7:15-23, we are told that if Jesus is your Lord and Savior, you will bear fruit in 
keeping with repentance (see Matthew 3:8-10). This the biblical way to protect 
ourselves from false teachers. By watching their life/lifestyle we can discern whether 
they are truly born of God.  If someone truly embraces Jesus as Lord and Savior, it will 
be very evident in their lives.  
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Lesson Plan 
Lesson Goal: The only way to protect ourselves from false teaching is to stay on the 
narrow path. 
 
Lesson Points: 
We protect ourselves from false teachers by believing the exclusive Gospel. (vv. 13-14) 
We protect ourselves from false teachers by analyzing their fruits. (vv. 15-23) 
 
Opening Question:  
We begin this study with one of the most important questions anyone could ever ask 
you.  Are you a Christian?  I’m not asking if you call yourself a Christian, if that’s what 
you fill out on a census form, but are you a genuine Christian?  Do you really know what 
that means? 
 
We protect ourselves from false teachers by believing the exclusive Gospel.  
Read Matthew 7:13-14.  

● What does the first phrase of verse 13, “Enter by the narrow gate,” imply? See 
also John 14:6.  

● What does Jesus mean in saying the path of destruction is wide and full of 
people? See 1 Cor. 10:12.  

● How do these verses (13-14) shed light on the responsibility of every Christian 
concerning obedience? See also Romans 12:1-2.  

 
We protect ourselves from false teachers by analyzing their fruits.  
Read Matthew 7:15-20 

● Jesus warns, “Beware of false prophets…” What reality does this bring to light for 
the family of God? 

● What are the marks of a true prophet? See also the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 
5:22-23.  

● What are the marks of a false prophet? See 2 Peter 2:3-22.  
● How should Jesus’ mention of spiritual fruit affect our understanding of how the 

gospel works in our lives and the lives of His people, the Church? 
● Based on verse 21, who are the only people who can be saved? How can we 

know Jesus is not teaching salvation through works? See also Eph 2:8-10; Heb. 
12:14; Jm. 2:17.  

● How is verse 22 a warning for those who claim Christians? See also 1 Cor. 
10:12.  
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● What does verse 23 teach about the ultimate success of false teachers? Why is 
this of comfort to the church?  

 
The Big Picture  
So we end this study with the same question we began with. Are you a Christian or do 
you just call yourself a Christian?  Jesus has issued three warnings about three ways 
we can be deceived into thinking we’re OK when we’re really not.  In the first passage, 
the world deceives us.  The broad road looks good.  It looks inviting.  There are a lot of 
people over there. But it really leads to destruction. The true gospel protects us by 
pointing us to the only gate that leads to the narrow way, Jesus Christ.  In the second 
passage, it’s false teachers who deceive us.  They sound good.  Their teaching is 
attractive.  They seem to have it all together.  But they are really wolves in sheep’s 
clothing...teaching a false gospel. We guard ourselves against these false teachers by 
examining their fruit.  In the third passage, people deceive themselves.  These people 
really thought they were going to heaven.  They thought they were the real thing.  They 
really thought their words and deeds would be enough.  But Jesus sent them away. 
Our fruit, our actions, how we live our lives, reveal who is really Lord of our lives. In the 
end, it all comes down to Jesus.  He is the gate by which we enter.  He is the way that 
we follow.  
 

● How can we know we’ve entered through the narrow gate?   
● Do you desire to do what you think are great things for God more than you desire 

simple obedience in all things, including small things? 
● Is your fruit a response to God’s grace saving you, or are you trying to prove 

something? Earn something? 
● Is your ultimate goal in becoming like Christ God’s glory or something else? 
● How are you training your family through Scripture to recognize ‘bad fruit’? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 


