
Bible Study Guide 
Sunday, September 3, 2017 

 
Remember Christ’s Coming 

 
 
Sermon Text: 2 Peter 1:12-21 
Study Texts: 1 Peter 4:7-11; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
 
Sermon Summary: In this section of the letter, Peter calls the Church to remember Christ’s 
coming as both the motivation for praise and faithful living. It is not enough for Peter to rest on 
what the believers may have heard at one point, or that they had encountered the good news of 
the gospel as some point in their past. It is not enough for Peter to let those in the Church 
believe in the second coming of Jesus as an idea; he wanted them to embrace it as the truest 
reality in their lives. Part of what Peter recognized was the necessity for Christians—that is, the 
Church—to be reminded of Christ’s coming again and again. And this is not simply for religious 
practice, it is the very foundation of faithful living. According to Peter’s line of reasoning, it is the 
trust in the sure return of Jesus that motivates and sustains faithful living among the people of 
God. Therefore, as Dr. Shaddix points out, Christian believers must be reminded often of the 
certainty of Christ’s return in order to live godly lives. If the Church is not trusting in the sure 
coming of Jesus, faithful living will wane and fail.  
 
Sermon Connection: We see these same themes addressed and explained both in Peter’s first 
letter and in Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians. In 1 Peter 4, Peter calls our attention to the 
brevity of life on this earth. Because of the effects of sin, we will all die and pass on into the next 
life. The temptation is to neglect that reality and focus ourselves on the here and now—making 
much of our families, careers, possessions, etc. And these are not inherently bad things, but 
they are not eternal things. This is why Peter calls us in both letters to set ourselves upon the 
return of Christ, for when we trust in Him through the gospel, our hearts should be turned to Him 
in all things and awaiting His return with great joy and great faithfulness. And in 1 Thessalonians 
5, we find much the same idea. While the return of Christ is assured, we do not know the time. 
And because we do not know that exact time, we are called to faithful, gospel-centered living. 
Paul contrasts those who live their lives focused on the world (those in the dark) and those who 
live according to heavenly truths (those of the day). Christians have been called into the light of 
the gospel, and it is the coming return of King Jesus that motivates us to live faithful, joy-filled, 
God-honoring lives unto His glory. And as Peter says in 2 Peter 1, let us continually stir one 
another up to remember the coming of our great God and King! 
 
 



Read 1 Peter 4:7-11 
● How does vs. 7 echo/identify with Peter’s words in 2 Pt. 1:14-15? Why does this attitude 

motivate Peter on his mission? 
● What is Peter admonishing in vv. 8-11? How does this correspond to his words in 2 Pt. 

1:13? 
● How does 2 Pt. 1:19-21 aid our understanding of 1 Pt. 4:11a? How can we know an 

oracle or a truth of God when we hear it?   1

● Why does Peter ground the motivation of Christian service in the glory of God in Christ 
(11b)? How should this influence the Christian’s life?  

 
Read 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

● How is the theme of Christ’s return shown to be a motivation for faithful living in this text? 
● Does vs. 2 correspond with Peter’s words in 2 Pt. 1:14-15? How should this affect our 

living? 
● Based on vv. 3-7, what is the lifestyle of those who do not anticipate the coming of 

Christ? 
● How is the coming of Christ to affect the Christian according to vs. 8? 
● How does the coming of Christ shape and influence our Christian life according to vs. 

9-11? 
 
The Big Picture  
In the end, we must daily remind ourselves of the motivation for the Christian life: The gospel. 
The gospel not only points us back to the point of salvation but forward to the coming 
completion of our salvation, which will happen at the return of Jesus. As we seek to live faithful 
lives for the glory of God, we have a responsibility to remind our brothers and sisters of the 
coming of the King! As C.J. Mahaney wrote in his book, “A cross-centered life is made up of 
cross-centered days.” In living faithful cross-centered lives, we honor the Lord by proclaiming 
His glory, and we build up the body of Christ. Let us therefore resolve ourselves to remember 
the coming of Christ and lead others to do the same. And so we ask… 

● What are tangible examples of faithful expectation in my life? 
● How am I daily reminding myself of the coming of Christ? 
● How am I leading my family to remember the coming of Christ? 
● What are real evidences of faithful living in my life? 
● What areas must I work on concerning faithful living and expectation in my life? 
● Are there areas of my life that contradict a trust in the coming of Christ? 

 
 
 
 
 

1  For more information of the Doctrine of the Word of God see Parkwood’s Core Beliefs booklet (pgs. 2-5), 
or Grudem’s Bible Doctrine (pgs. 33-66). 


