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Preach the Word 
 
Sermon Text: 2 Timothy 4:1-5 
Study Texts: Psalm 119:17-24 
 
Sermon Recap: In this week’s sermon, Paul charges Timothy to preach the Word, “I 
charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and 
the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom, preach the word… (2 Timothy 4:1-2a). 
This charge is grounded in Paul’s understanding of the inspiration and authority of 
Scripture (see 2 Timothy 3:16-17). Because Scripture is the inspired Word of God, it is 
the Authority. Paul wants Timothy to hold tightly to this. As he begins his ministry, he will 
encounter a world that does not believe in the Authority of Scripture. Timothy will 
minister in a world that does not desire God’s Word, “For the time is coming when 
people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for 
themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the 
truth and wander off into myths” ( 2 Timothy 4:3-4). Therefore, Paul charges Timothy to 
stay faithful to the Word, “As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the 
work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry” (2 Timothy 4:5).  
 
Sermon Connection: The Growth Group lesson will go deeper into what it means to 
submit to the Authority of Scripture. Psalm 119:17-24 reveals David’s resolve to live in 
accordance with the Bible. Above all things, he desires to delight in and live by God’s 
Word. This is made apparent in the way he prays. Psalm 119:17-24 is a prayer asking 
God to open David’s eyes to wonderful things in Scripture. David believes, through the 
illuminating power of the Holy Spirit, that God’s Word is able to give him all he needs for 
life and godliness (see 2 Peter 1:3).  
 
Lesson Plan: 
Lesson Goal: The goal of this lesson is to unpack from Psalm 119:17-24 what it looks 
like to be men and women who delight in and live under the authority of God’s Word. 
 
 



Lesson Points: 
The Psalmist prays for life and obedience in accordance with God’s Word. (v. 17) 
The Psalmist prays for insight into God’s Word. (v. 18-20) 
The Psalmist seeks counsel and refuge from God’s Word. (vv. 21-24) 
 
The Psalmist prays for life and obedience in accordance with God’s Word. (v. 17) 

● Psalm 119:17,  According to this verse, what can we learn about the Psalmist’s 
understanding of God? 

● In saying, "Deal bountifully" the Psalmist is asking for a lot, not just a little. What 
is the “bounty” the Psalmist is asking for? 

● In verse 17, the Psalmist speaks of desiring life, “that I may live”. What kind of 
life is he referring to? 

● The Psalmist understands a connection between spiritual life and obedience,          
“That I may live (spiritual life) and keep (obey) your word” (v. 17). What is the                
connection between spiritual life and obedience? 

 
The Psalmist prays for insight into God’s Word. (vv. 18-20) 

● Read Psalm 119:18. What does the Psalmist ask of God? 
● Why is it important to ask for insight when studying God’s Word? 
● Is there a direct link between insight and obedience - understanding and 

sanctification?  
● Read Psalm 119:19-20, What do we learn about David from these verses? 

 
The Psalmist seeks counsel and refuge from God’s Word. (vv. 21-24) 

● Psalm 119:21-22 - Because the Psalmist followed God, he was often perceived 
as strange and different to the point of possibly losing his life. But instead of 
taking vengeance, what does he do? 

● Psalm 119:24 - What does it mean to say God’s Word is our counselor? 
●  How is God’s Word counseling you?  

 
 
The Big Idea: 
David was convinced that glorious things are found within God’s Word. Keep in mind 
that he only had a portion of the Bible, but he treasured it more than some people 
treasure the whole Bible. He believed that God had given him a great prize in His Word. 
We saw this by the way he begged God for the power to understand and apply the 
Word.  He confessed his hunger and appetite to devour the Word of God. David had a 
tremendous appreciation for and expressed great joy in God’s Word. Above all things, 
he desired to delight in and live by God’s Word. It is our hope that as you conclude this 



study that God has stirred up a greater hunger within you to know Him, to understand 
His ways, and to live in submission to His authority.  
 

● When have you longed to know God’s will? 
● Describe a specific time when you submitted to the authority of God. 
● How do you regularly lead your family to delight in God’s Word? 
● When have you prayed and asked God to open your eyes to the wonders of His 

Word? 
● When faced with a difficult situation, where do you turn in God’s Word for comfort 

and refuge? 
● How does knowing God’s Word lead you to become more Christlike? 

 


