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Remember God’s Justice 

 
Sermon Text: 2 Peter 2:3b-10 
Study Text: 2 Corinthians 4:7-15 
 
Sermon Recap: In our sermon text this week, we see that Peter further expands upon 
the reality of false teachers but more upon God’s dealing with these kinds of people. 
Peter takes us on a brief and summarized history of how God has dealt with both the 
unrighteous and His people, the righteous. As the text clearly demonstrates, the Lord is 
not passive with the unrighteous and is right and just in His punishment. This gives 
hope to the righteous, who often suffer in the midst of the unrighteous. God will punish 
the unrighteous, and as Peter says, He keeps them under the punishment of their own 
sin even now.  In addition to this, Peter reminds the Church that not only does God 1

punish the unrighteous, but He is also keeping His people safe from trial and 
punishment. We must be careful not to misunderstand Peter to be saying, “God keeps 
His people from all bad things.” We live in a sinful world and struggle with our own sin, 
so we must expect hardship and suffering. Rather, what Peter means is that God’s 
justice will preserve the faith and hope of His people. He will not let them fail because 
their salvation is His doing! 
 
Sermon Connection: Hardship is to be expected in the Christian life. From persecution 
to cancer, all believers will partake in some level of suffering. But how are we to process 
these things? Using the metaphor of “treasure in jars of clay” from 2 Corinthians 
4:7-15, Paul teaches that hardship and suffering are conduits for God’s power. For in 
our humanity (our jar of clay), we are nothing but frail, weak, and breakable vessels 
susceptible to all manners of temptation, hardship, and suffering. But despite our 
weaknesses, God has graciously planted within believers the treasure, the light of the 
glory of Christ, for the purpose of showing His surpassing power. “But we have this 
treasure (Christ in you, the hope of glory) in jars of clay (weak human bodies), to 
show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us.” (2 Corinthians 
4:7) 

1  For more on this point, see Romans 1:18-32.  
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The Lesson Plan 
Lesson Goal: The goal of this lesson is to see hardship as a conduit for God’s power 
and a tool to make us effective for His service. 
 
Lesson Points: 

1. Our weakness is a platform for God’s power. (v. 7) 
2. Four paradoxes illustrating God’s power (vs. 8-9) 
3. God uses our weakness to make us more effective in ministry. (vs. 10-15) 

 
Opening Question: Hardship and suffering are a part of the Christian life. In particular, 
what are some ways you’ve been called to suffer for the sake of the Gospel? 
 
Our weakness is a platform for God’s power. (4:7)  

● Our weakness is a platform for God’s power. (4:7)  
● 2 Corinthians 4:7 says: “But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the                 

surpassing power belongs to God and not to us.” What is the meaning of the               
metaphor, “jars of clay”? 

● What is the “treasure” that Paul speaks of in verse 7? 
● Paul elaborates, “But we have this treasure in jars of clay...” Why does he use               

“treasure” and “jars of clay” in the same expression? 
● Someone once said, “Weakness is a conduit for God’s power.” In light 2             

Corinthians 4:7, what does this mean? 
● How is God using your weakness to declare His power? 

 
Four paradoxes illustrating God’s power (v. 8-9) 

● Read 2 Corinthians 4:8-9. What are the four paradoxes of hardship that Paul 
describes?  

● These four difficulties (affliction, being perplexed, persecution, being struck 
down) further describe what it means to be a jar of clay. But what is the promise 
from verses 8-9? 

● Think about the saving work of Christ. How does the four paradoxes of verses 
8-9 resemble the death and resurrection of Jesus?  

● If someone asks, “How can you say Jesus wasn’t forsaken? Didn’t He feel 
forsaken by God on the cross?”  

 
God uses our weaknesses to make us more effective for Gospel service. 
(vv. 10-15) 

● Read 2 Corinthians 4:10-12. What is Paul teaching? 
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● Sometimes we think that if someone is really spiritual, or really used of God, they 
will live in a constant state of "victory" that means life will always be easy. 
According to these verse, would Paul agree? 

● Paul knew the spiritual riches that he brought to the Corinthian Christians came, 
in part, through the death-like suffering he endured in ministry. God made Paul 
more effective in ministry through his suffering. How does suffering and hardship 
make us more effective for ministry? 

● What are some examples of how hardship can make us more effective for 
ministry?  

● Read 2 Corinthians 4:13-15. How does Paul’s understanding of the Gospel 
enable him to persevere?  

● Read verse 15. What does Paul see as the ultimate purpose of hardship and 
suffering? 

 
The Big Picture 
Paul has taught us that our weakness is a conduit for God’s power. Only in weakness 
can we truly know God’s strength. Through the power of Christ, we can endure the 
suffering and hardships that come our way. But not only does God sustain us through 
suffering, He changes us into effective workers for His service. The difficulties we 
encounter in the Christian life are part of God’s plan to chisel out faithful and effective 
witnesses for the glory of God’s great name!  

● How is God using your weaknesses to declare His glory? 
● How is God using your hardships to make you more effective for His service? 
● Do you embrace hardship as a means for declaring the Gospel? 
● Like Paul, do you use hardship and suffering to point others to the cross and 

resurrection of Jesus? 
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