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Remember God’s Justice 

 
Sermon Text: 2 Peter 2:3b-10 
Study Text: 2 Corinthians 4:7-15 
 
Sermon Recap: In our sermon text this week, we see that Peter further expands upon 
the reality of false teachers but more upon God’s dealing with these kinds of people. 
Peter takes us on a brief and summarized history of how God has dealt with both the 
unrighteous and His people, the righteous. As the text clearly demonstrates, the Lord is 
not passive with the unrighteous and is right and just in His punishment. This gives 
hope to the righteous, who often suffer in the midst of the unrighteous. God will punish 
the unrighteous, and as Peter says, He keeps them under the punishment of their own 
sin even now.  In addition to this, Peter reminds the Church that not only does God 1

punish the unrighteous, but He is also keeping His people safe from trial and 
punishment. We must be careful not to misunderstand Peter to be saying, “God keeps 
His people from all bad things.” We live in a sinful world and struggle with our own sin, 
so we must expect hardship and suffering. Rather, what Peter means is that God’s 
justice will preserve the faith and hope of His people. He will not let them fail because 
their salvation is His doing! 
 
Sermon Connection: Hardship is to be expected in the Christian life. From persecution 
to cancer, all believers will partake in some level of suffering. But how are we to process 
these things? Using the metaphor of “treasure in jars of clay” from 2 Corinthians 
4:7-15, Paul teaches that hardship and suffering are conduits for God’s power. For in 
our humanity (our jar of clay), we are nothing but frail, weak, and breakable vessels 
susceptible to all manners of temptation, hardship, and suffering. But despite our 
weaknesses, God has graciously planted within believers the treasure, the light of the 
glory of Christ, for the purpose of showing His surpassing power. “But we have this 
treasure (Christ in you, the hope of glory) in jars of clay (weak human bodies), to 
show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us.” (2 Corinthians 
4:7)  

1  For more on this point, see Romans 1:18-32.  
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The Lesson Plan 
Lesson Goal: The goal of this lesson is to see hardship as a conduit for God’s power 
and a tool to make us effective for His service. 
 
Lesson Points: 

1. Our weakness is a platform for God’s power. (v. 7) 
2. Four paradoxes illustrating God’s power (vs. 8-9) 
3. God uses our weakness to make us more effective in ministry. (vs. 10-15) 

 
Opening Question: Hardship and suffering are a part of the Christian life. In particular, 
what are some ways you’ve been called to suffer for the sake of the Gospel? 
Paul’s examples: He writes in several passages about how he suffered hardships for 
the sake of the gospel.  2 Cor. 6:4-5 - Afflictions… hardships… calamities… beatings… 
imprisonments… riots… labors… sleepless nights… hunger.  1 Cor 4:11-12 - hungry 
and thirsty… poorly clothed… roughly treated… homeless.  He was reviled… 
persecuted… slandered… like the scum of the earth.  Paul also suffered as he carried 
the “daily pressure of anxiety for all the churches.”  2 Cor 11:28 
 
Transition Statement: Let’s go deeper into how we are to process hardship by looking 
at 2 Corinthians 4:7-15.  
 
The Context: The central theme of 2 Corinthians is on the relationship between 
suffering and the power of the Spirit in Paul’s life, ministry, and message. Paul sees his 
physical suffering and spiritual life as a presentation of the death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. Note: Most of the suffering that Paul refers to in this passage was directly 
related to his life of Gospel ministry. 
 
Our weakness is a platform for God’s power. (4:7)  
2 Corinthians 4:7 says: “But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the                 
surpassing power belongs to God and not to us.” What is the meaning of the metaphor,                
“jars of clay”? 
Clay jars were the throwaway containers of the ancient world. They were only used to               
transport valuables such as water and olive oil. No one took note of a jar of clay any                  
more than we take note of a McDonald’s fast-food container. What Paul wants us to see                
is that we are also like jars of clay. Just as Adam was formed from the dust (Genesis                  
2:7), so are we. As jars of clay, we are weak, fragile, and frail.  
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What is the “treasure” that Paul speaks of in verse 7? 
The treasure is the Gospel. Paul is specifically pointing back to 2 Corinthians 4:6, “For               
God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ made his light shine in our hearts to                 
give us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ.’” Paul                 
speaks of this again in 2 Timothy 1:14, “By the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, guard                 
the good deposit (the Gospel) entrusted to you.” 
 
Paul elaborates, “But we have this treasure in jars of clay...” Why does he use               
“treasure” and “jars of clay” in the same expression? 
Paul wants us to see that God’s power surpassess the weakness of the human body. It                
is only through the power of the Gospel that we can persevere and one day overcome                
the hardships and sufferings of this life.  
 
Someone once said, “Weakness is a conduit for God’s power.” In light 2 Corinthians              
4:7, what does this mean? 
2 Cor. 12:9 -10, “But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 
perfect in weakness.’ Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so 
that the power of Christ may rest upon me.’” Only when we see ourselves as weak and 
needy will we come to know the power of God.  

● Quote: “The weakness of our frame is designed to magnify the power of 
God’s name.” Justin Taylor 

 
How is God using your weakness to declare His power? 
Allow for personal response. 
 
Transition Statement: Paul now reveals four paradoxes to further illustrate verse 7. 
 
Four paradoxes illustrating God’s power (v. 8-9) 
Read 2 Corinthians 4:8-9. What are the four paradoxes of hardship that Paul describes?  

1. “We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed...”  This refers to being under 
pressure.  Paul was under constant physical and spiritual pressure. (2 Cor. 1:8-9) 
But despite the pressure, Paul was “not crushed”.  The pressure he faced could 
not keep Paul from the ministry of the gospel. 

2. “Perplexed, but not driven to despair...” This seems to be a play on words.  Paul 
was at a loss but not totally lost.  He was at his wits’ end, but there was still a 
way out.  He was at the brink of defeat but not defeated. 

3. “Persecuted, but not forsaken...”  Paul was pursued, he was hunted, and stalked 
day in and day out by those who wanted to stop him from ministering the gospel. 
Yet the Lord never left him to face an impossible hardship on his own. 
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4. “Struck down but not destroyed”  Paul was struck down, he was thrown down, he 
was knocked down, but he was never knocked out.  He won, not by escaping the 
hardships, but by enduring them in the power of God. 

 
These four difficulties (affliction, being perplexed, persecution, being struck down) 
further describe what it means to be a jar of clay. But what is the promise from verses 
8-9? 
No one can withstand such hardships in their own strength and still have joy and peace, 
let alone do the work of the ministry. It is God’s sustaining power that enables a weak 
man, “a jar of clay”, to win and triumph over our hardships.  We should find 
encouragement in our weaknesses, our hardships, because it is the power of God that 
sustains us.  
 
Think about the saving work of Christ. How does the four paradoxes of verses 8-9 
resemble the death and resurrection of Jesus?  

The Dying of Jesus The Resurrection Life of Jesus 

Afflicted in every way Not crushed 

Perplexed  Not driven to despair 

Persecuted Not forsaken 

Struck down Not destroyed  
If someone asks, “How can you say Jesus wasn’t forsaken? Didn’t He feel 
forsaken by God on the cross?”  
Scripture does reveal that Jesus was forsaken by God on the cross (see: 
Matthew 27:46). This was because He became a curse by becoming sin for us 
(see Galatians 3:13 and 2 Corinthians 5:21). But in the resurrection, God raised 
Jesus from the dead. Acts 2:24, “God raised Him up, loosing the pangs of death, 
because it was not possible for Him to be held by it” (see also: Acts 13:35). God 
would not let Jesus see decay (see Psalm 16:10). In that sense, He was not 
forsaken but raised from the dead.  
 

Transition Statement: Reflecting on Christ’s death and resurrection enables Paul to 
remain steadfast through the hardships of faithful ministry. But through it all, God has 
made him more effective for Gospel service. 
 
God uses our weaknesses to make us more effective for Gospel service. 
(vv. 10-15) 
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Read 2 Corinthians 4:10-12. What is Paul teaching? 
It was Paul’s desire that his "life" resemble that of the Lord Jesus, “ We always carry in 
our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in 
our bodies. (v. 10)” Paul desired that the same readiness to suffer, the same patience 
in trials, and the same meekness and love that was true of Jesus would also be true of 
him. Paul placed the Lord Jesus before him as the model of his life. 
Paul is also speaking of the physical and emotional pain associated with his ministry of 
the new covenant. God called him to suffer for the sake of the Gospel (see Acts 9:16). 
He is wanting the Corinthians to see that there is a close connection between his 
suffering and their life, v. 12 “death is at work in us, but life in you”. In other words, 
faithful life-giving ministry involves spending yourself for the sake of others. And when 
we give ourselves to this ministry, we will experience difficulty and hardship. 
 
Sometimes we think that if someone is really spiritual, or really used of God, they will 
live in a constant state of "victory" that means life will always be easy. According to 
these verses, would Paul agree? 
No, Paul knew the spiritual riches that he brought to the Corinthian Christians came, in 
part, not through ease and pleasure, but through suffering and hardship.  

● Quote: “If you live gladly to make others glad in God, your life will be hard, your 
risks will be high, and your joy will be full.” - John Piper 

God made Paul more effective in ministry through his suffering.  
 
How does suffering and hardship make us more effective for ministry? 
Helpful Illustration: G. Campbell Morgan tells the story of a great young preacher who 
was impressive early on in his ministry. Once he had the young man to speak at his 
church, and after the sermon Morgan asked his wife, "Wasn't that wonderful?" She 
quietly replied, "Yes, but it will be more wonderful when he has suffered."  Morgan adds: 
"Well, he suffered, and it was more powerful." 
 
What are some examples of how hardship can make us more effective for ministry?  
One example is found in 2 Corinthians 1:4, “God comforts us in all our affliction, so that 
we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which 
we ourselves are comforted by God.” But how? And what is the link between 
experiencing suffering and equipping for ministry? David Powlison, the senior editor of 
the Journal of Christian counseling, answers this way: “When you’ve passed through 
your own fiery trials and found God to be true to what He says, you have real help to 
offer. You have firsthand experience of both His sustaining grace and His purposeful 
design. He has kept you through pain; He has reshaped you more into His image. . . . 
What you are experiencing from God, you can give away in increasing measure to 
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others. You are learning both the tenderness and the clarity necessary to help sanctify 
another person’s deepest distress.” (Suffering and the Sovereignty of God, 166) 
 
Read 2 Corinthians 4:13-15. How does Paul’s understanding of the Gospel enable him 
to persevere?  
The word “always” in verse 10 shows us the ongoing nature of Paul’s hardship (see also 
1 Cor. 15:31, “I die every day”).  Suffering and hardship were ways of life for Paul.  He 
often suffered at the hands of sinful men, because he presented the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, but he did not give up. Instead, Paul saw his suffering as a means to mediate, 
manifest, and magnify the resurrection power of his Savior.  
 
Read verse 15. What does Paul see as the ultimate purpose of hardship and suffering? 
Paul believed that the ultimate purpose of suffering was to declare the glory of the 
Gospel. Verse 15 states, “...as grace extends to more and more people it may 
increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.”  It is clear that Paul’s purpose was 
never his own comfort, or reputation, or fame.  The ultimate purpose of Paul’s giving of 
himself, of his total being, was that more and more people would be added to those who 
praise and worship God.  In the words of Daniel 12:3, “And those who are wise shall 
shine like the brightness of the sky above; and those who turn many to righteousness, 
like the stars forever and ever.”  What an amazing plan...God using common clay pots 
to carry the priceless treasure of the gospel to sinners!  As believers humbly, faithfully, 
and freely give their lives to serve Him, the power of God flows through them to others. 
The final result is more and more people will worship and glorify God, “To Him who sits 
on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and 
ever!” Rev. 5:13 
 
The Big Picture 
Paul has taught us that our weakness is a conduit for God’s power. Only in weakness 
can we truly know God’s strength. Through the power of Christ, we can endure the 
suffering and hardships that come our way. But not only does God sustain us through 
suffering, He changes us into effective workers for His service. The difficulties we 
encounter in the Christian life are part of God’s plan to chisel out faithful and effective 
witnesses for the glory of God’s great name!  

● How is God using your weaknesses to declare His glory? 
● How is God using your hardships to make you more effective for His service? 
● Do you embrace hardship as a means for declaring the Gospel? 
● Like Paul, do you use hardship and suffering to point others to the cross and 

resurrection of Jesus? 
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