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Remember Their Motives 

 
 
Sermon Text: 2 Peter 2:1-3a 
Study Texts: 1 John 4:1-6  
 
Sermon Sum 
mary: It is not uncommon to walk into modern bookstores and see faithful Christian teachers 
and heretics side-by-side on the “Christian Living” shelf. We are living in a world where truth 
often goes untested and claims of truthfulness are accepted wholesale. There are men and 
women who portray themselves as faithful Bible teachers, who write many books and give 
themselves to a seemingly endless line of speaking engagements and who, in fact, preach a 
false gospel. We must not only be aware of these false gospels but of what motivates these 
false teachers. This was precisely the problem Peter faced in the Church of his day. There were 
those who claimed to be teachers of the truth but, in fact, heralded false gospels of damnation. 
In this week’s passage, Peter leads us to see the reality of false teachers and all that they stand 
for. He reveals their motives and tactics so as to better protect the Church to stand firm against 
them. The most effective way for the Church to stand firm against false gospels is by holding 
fast to the true gospel! 
 
Sermon Connection: Part of being a Christian is learning to live discerningly. Ever since the 
Garden of Eden, it has been Satan’s goal to deceive the people of God. False teaching, world 
religions, and counterfeit Gospels are all part of Satan’s strategy to rob people of the good news 
of Jesus Christ. Colin Smith, a writer of the Gospel Coalition, wrote, “Satan is the counterfeiter… 
He has a false gospel (Galatians 1:6-9), preached by false ministers (2 Corinthians 11:13-12), 
producing false Christians (2 Corinthians 11:26), and Satan often plants his counterfeits 
wherever God plants true believers (Matthew 13:38).” With that in mind, 1 John 4:1-6 teaches 
three tests that will enable believers to live discerning lives - three tests that will protect God’s 
people from embracing counterfeit Gospels. The first is the test of confession.  We can spot 
false teachers by asking the simple question, “What do they confess about Jesus?” The second 
way we can discern truth from error is through the test of possession. False teachers will not 
possess the Spirit of God. They will not be able to understand the things of God  
(see 1 Corinthians 2:12-16). False teachers are led by the spirit of the world, not the Spirit of 
God. The final test is the test of authority. If someone does not believe in the authority of God’s 
Word, they are a false teacher. With these thoughts in mind, let’s study 1 John 4:1-6. 
 
 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2013.38
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal%201.6-9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%2011.13-12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%2011.26


 
Lesson Plan: 
Lesson Goal: The goal of this lesson is to better equip one another to discern truth from error.  
 
1 John 4:1-6 reveals three doctrinal tests to discern right teaching from wrong teaching.  

1. The Test of Confession: Who do they say Jesus is? 
2. The Test of Possession: Do they possess the Spirit of God? 
3. The Test of Authority: Do they believe in the Authority of Scripture? 

 
What is the Gospel? How would you state the gospel? 
 
1. The Test of Confession: Who do they say Jesus is?                        Read 1 John 4:2-3.  

● Can you identify the first test from verses 2-3? 
● According to this passage, what must a teacher believe about Jesus in order to be 

considered a Biblical teacher? 
● Why is the incarnation important? 
● Why did Jesus need a human body? 

 
2. The Test of Possession: Do they possess the Spirit of God? Read 1 John 4:4-5  

● What is the second test from verses 4-5? 
● 1 John 4:5 reveals three things that characterize false teachers and their message: (1) 

they are from the world, (2) they speak as from the world, and (3) the world listens 
to them.  

● What do each of these reveal about false teachers and their teaching? 
 
3. The Test of Authority: Do they believe in the Authority of Scripture?   Read 1 John 4:6  

● What is the third test from verse 6? 
● How is this a helpful test when seeking to stay away from false teaching? 
● How does knowing the Bible is all sufficient encourage you to study God’s Word? 
● Here are some verses to reflect upon: Psalm 119:11, 15 and 2 Corinthians 2:14  

.  
The Big Picture 
John’s warnings against false teachers is crucial for the Church today. We are living in a 
pluralistic society that tolerates and champions many ideas of God but often rejects the true 
gospel. We live among men and women who have hopelessly attached themselves to the 
gospel of good works, the American dream, changing this world for the better, etc. They give 
everything they have in worship of these false gospels, and yet neglect the only true gospel, 
Jesus Christ. The Church has a responsibility to reject these false gospels and be about the 
salvation of all who are still far from Jesus. And so we ask… 

● When have you been lead astray by a false teacher? 
● How were you able to determine that the teacher was teaching a false gospel? 
● How do you demonstrate that you are able to understand the things of God? 
● How do you define the true gospel for your family? 
● How do you show your family that you believe in the Authority of Scripture? 
● What are tangible examples of how you are living out the true gospel? 

 
 



 


