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Remember Christ’s Coming 

 
 
Sermon Text: 2 Peter 1:12-21 
Study Texts: 1 Peter 4:7-11; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
 
Sermon Summary: In this section of the letter, Peter calls the Church to remember Christ’s 
coming as both the motivation for praise and faithful living. It is not enough for Peter to rest on 
what the believers may have heard at one point, or that they had encountered the good news of 
the gospel as some point in their past. It is not enough for Peter to let those in the Church 
believe in the second coming of Jesus as an idea; he wanted them to embrace it as the truest 
reality in their lives. Part of what Peter recognized was the necessity for Christians—that is, the 
Church—to be reminded of Christ’s coming again and again. And this is not simply for religious 
practice, it is the very foundation of faithful living. According to Peter’s line of reasoning, it is the 
trust in the sure return of Jesus that motivates and sustains faithful living among the people of 
God. Therefore, as Dr. Shaddix points out, Christian believers must be reminded often of the 
certainty of Christ’s return in order to live godly lives. If the Church is not trusting in the sure 
coming of Jesus, faithful living will wane and fail.  
 
Sermon Connection: We see these same themes addressed and explained both in Peter’s first 
letter and in Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians. In 1 Peter 4, Peter calls our attention to the 
brevity of life on this earth. Because of the effects of sin, we will all die and pass on into the next 
life. The temptation is to neglect that reality and focus ourselves on the here and now—making 
much of our families, careers, possessions, etc. And these are not inherently bad things, but 
they are not eternal things. This is why Peter calls us in both letters to set ourselves upon the 
return of Christ, for when we trust in Him through the gospel, our hearts should be turned to Him 
in all things and awaiting His return with great joy and great faithfulness. And in 1 Thessalonians 
5, we find much the same idea. While the return of Christ is assured, we do not know the time. 
And because we do not know that exact time, we are called to faithful, gospel-centered living. 
Paul contrasts those who live their lives focused on the world (those in the dark) and those who 
live according to heavenly truths (those of the day). Christians have been called into the light of 
the gospel, and it is the coming return of King Jesus that motivates us to live faithful, joy-filled, 
God-honoring lives unto His glory. And as Peter says in 2 Peter 1, let us continually stir one 
another up to remember the coming of our great God and King! 
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Read 1 Peter 4:7-11 
How does vs. 7 echo/identify with Peter’s words in 2 Pt. 1:14-15? Why does this attitude 
motivate Peter on his mission? 
In both texts, Peter is focused on the brevity of not only his own life, but of life itself. We tend not 
to think often of our own death, or the fact that earthly life is not eternal. The temptation is to put 
those things away and “enjoy the moment.” The problem is that those moments of enjoyment 
tend to last for lifetimes, and we end up asking “What have I done with it all?” Fully convinced of 
the brevity of life, and the coming close of his own, Peter instructs us to be ever-mindful of this… 
“The end of all things is at hand.” Because of this, there is no time to waste. There is no time for 
indifference. Eternity hangs in the balance. As Peter says in 2 Pt. 1:15, he will “...make every 
effort...” to be faithful to the Lord, and he calls us to the same.  
 
What is Peter admonishing in vs. 8-11? How does this correspond to his words in 2 Pt. 1:13? 
In these verses, Peter is calling the Church to faithful, Christ-centered living. In other words, he 
is calling them to “remember the gospel.” He instructs them to “love one another earnestly…” 
This is an essential aspect of membership in the Church of God. Love is an essential 
characteristic of the people of God in their relating to one another and to the lost world. Indeed, 
“We love because He first loved us” (1 Jn. 4:19).  
 
He goes on to instruct the Church to be hospitable to one another without complaining, which is 
itself an expression of deep love and familial commitment. We are to use our spiritual giftedness 
for the building up of the body, be it serving, leading, teaching, caring, etc. We are to steward 
well the mysteries of the gospel among the people of God because of the grace of the gospel in 
our lives. And in this way, we “stir one another up by way of reminder” (2 Pt. 1:13) as we 
corporately remember the gospel. 
 
How does 2 Pt. 1:19-21 aid our understanding of 1 Pt. 4:11a? How can we know an oracle or a 
truth of God when we hear it?   1

In 2 Pt. 1:19-21, Peter gives us what can be called a “Doctrine of Scripture” or “Doctrine of the 
Word of God.” In those verses, Peter shows us that the Scripture is greater than any personal 
experience (“more fully confirmed” than Peter’s own experience); that our response should be 
submission in light of Christ’s return (“until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your 
hearts.”); and that it is superior to interpretation because of its supernatural origin (vv. 20-21). 
 
This helps us to understand Peter’s words in 1 Pt. 4:11a when he says, “whoever speaks, as 
one who speaks oracles of God.” This means that those in the Church who preach and teach 
are not giving their own thoughts about the Bible towards their own desired ends. Rather, it 
means that those who rightly preach and teach speak from the authoritative, supernatural Word 
of Lord; and they do so with deep humility and submission to the Word.  
 

1  For more information of the Doctrine of the Word of God see Parkwood’s Core Beliefs booklet (pgs. 2-5), 
or Grudem’s Bible Doctrine (pgs. 33-66). 
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Why does Peter ground the motivation of Christian service in the glory of God in Christ (11b)? 
How should this influence the Christian’s life?  
There is no greater motivation than Christ Himself. He is the reason for all things (John 1:1-5), 
and the the Head over all things, holding all things together (Col. 1:15-17). His glory is the 
radiance of the God Himself (Heb. 1:3). There is no reason to carry out this lifestyle instructed 
by Peter if Christ is not Lord. There is no reason to remember the gospel and to anticipate His 
coming if these things are not true. As Paul says, “If Christ is not raised, you are still in your 
sins…” No, Christ is the blazing center of the glory of God, and it is because of Him that we both 
remember the gospel and anticipate His coming! 
 
Read 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
How is the theme of Christ’s return shown to be a motivation for faithful living in this text? 
The return of Christ is the entire theme of this text of Scripture. Paul’s encouragement to the 
Thessalonian church are grounded in the coming reality of the return of Christ. He contrasts 
those who live according to the world—those living according to worldly values, he calls them 
“of the night”—with those who live according to heavenly, Christ-centered values; children of the 
day. In the end, he writes, “Therefore, let us encourage one another and build one another 
up…” Paul’s use of “Therefore” references his previous words on faithful living in contrast to 
worldly living. The immanent return of Jesus is the motivation for faithfulness, for we do not 
know when He shall return, but we do know that His return is assured. We also notice from this 
text that a sure sign of faith in Christ’s return produces faithful living and heaven-centered 
values.  
 
Does vs. 2 correspond with Peter’s words in 2 Pt. 1:14-15? How should this affect our living? 
Again, we see the necessity of the Christian to focus on the brevity of life. We do not know when 
Jesus is coming back, and we are not called to know (Mt. 24:36). Rather, what we are called to 
is faithfulness in the time we have. There would be no pressure or hurry if Christ were not 
returning. But, because His return is assured, our faithfulness in living and in carrying His 
mission is paramount. Therefore, we see that Paul’s words in verse 2 perfectly compliment 
Peter’s in 2 Pt. 1:14-15. We do not know how long we have on this earth, but we can do all we 
can to make it faithful unto the Lord, for His glory and for His mission.  
 
Based on vv. 3-7, what is the lifestyle of those who do not anticipate the coming of Christ? 
A first characteristic to notice is a preoccupation with security of the world. Paul describes this 
mindset saying, “There is peace and security…” This is especially pertinent to our day as so 
many—both outside and inside the Church—seek their provision and security from the world. 
The return of Jesus is of no great comfort or concern to them, because their belief in it is weak 
or non-existent. Paul says that destruction will swiftly come upon these people and that they will 
not escape. He also compares these people to those who sleep, for one who sleeps soundly 
does not fear and has no awareness. This is not to say sleeping itself is bad, only to make the 
connection that those who do not truly anticipate the return of Jesus are like those who slumber 
away completely unaware...and their awakening will be harsh.  
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How is the coming of Christ to affect the Christian according to vs. 8? 
Paul writes, “But since we belong to the day, let us be sober…” His use of the word “day” is 
meant to be contrasted with night. In the light of the day, things are visible, preparations can be 
made, things can be accomplished, and awareness is ever present. This is not so with night. 
Therefore, Paul calls us to be sober, or to be ever-ready and well-equipped for the task at hand, 
which he says is the obtaining of the salvation of Jesus. This does not mean the Lord only 
saves those who are aware, but that salvation, which will be fully accomplished at the return of 
Christ, produces holy living in the Christian; this is what Paul speaks of when he references 
awareness and soberness.  
 
How does the coming of Christ shape and influence our Christian life according to vv. 9-11? 
These are encouraging verses, and they should bring us great joy and contentment. Paul writes, 
“For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with Him.” First, we notice 
the great promise of salvation from wrath. Through Christ, we, the Church, have been saved 
from the righteous wrath of God and are destined to be received by Him in joy and perfection. 
Furthermore, we notice that Christ’s death and resurrection is not undone by our life and death. 
Rather, as Paul writes, whether the Christian is alive or dead, Jesus’s death and resurrection is 
the means of life eternal with God. Therefore, as Paul writes in vs. 11, we “encourage one 
another and build one another up…” And as Peter instructs in 2 Pt. 1:12-21, we remember the 
coming of Christ! 
 
 
The Big Picture  
In the end, we must daily remind ourselves of the motivation for the Christian life: The gospel. 
The gospel not only points us back to the point of salvation but forward to the coming 
completion of our salvation, which will happen at the return of Jesus. As we seek to live faithful 
lives for the glory of God, we have a responsibility to remind our brothers and sisters of the 
coming of the King! As C.J. Mahaney wrote in his book, “A cross-centered life is made up of 
cross-centered days.” In living faithful cross-centered lives, we honor the Lord by proclaiming 
His glory and we build up the body of Christ. Let us therefore resolve ourselves to remember the 
coming of Christ and lead others to do the same. And so we ask… 

● What are tangible examples of faithful expectation in my life? 
● How am I daily reminding myself of the coming of Christ? 
● How am I leading my family to remember the coming of Christ? 
● What are real evidences of faithful living in my life? 
● What areas must I work on concerning faithful living and expectation in my life? 
● Are there areas of my life that contradict a trust in the coming of Christ? 
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