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The Mission of God 

 
 
Sermon Text: Psalm 96 
Study Texts: Isaiah 40:9-17; Psalm 104; Isaiah 42:5-13  
 
The mission of God in the world is the salvation of sinners through the finished work of Christ. 
This is not merely a New Testament theme but one of the premiere biblical themes from cover 
to cover. God proclaims His mission to save in Genesis 3 and carries it throughout the pages of 
Biblical history, and it is still His mission today. In Psalm 96, we read through a meditation on 
the glory and greatness of God among the peoples of the whole earth. The Psalm is broken into 
4 major movements: The proclamation of universal praise (vv. 1-3), The Majesty of the Lord 
(vv. 4-6), A proclamation of Universal praise (vv. 7-9), and The rule of the Lord (vv.10-13). 
The universal praise of God is to be the theme of the peoples of the earth. Our songs should be 
songs of praise unto His name. Our lives should be marked by evidences of His majesty and 
submission to His rule. Making Him known among all the peoples of the earth is not only our 
highest calling, it is intended to be our deepest joy.  
 
In Isaiah 40, we find a text of Scripture concerned with the glory of God as the grounding or the 
foundation for human praise. The focus of this passage is on the greatness of God, and the 
proper response to His greatness is the praise of the people. In this way, it follows the pattern of 
Psalm 96; we see a universal proclamation of God’s praise. Isaiah’s focus in this passage is to 
draw our attention to the greatness of God; His awe-inspiring glory that shines forth over all the 
earth, and this is compelling motivation to be about His mission. Moving to Psalm 104, we find a 
text that proclaims the Lord’s majesty and glory throughout the earth. The Psalmist shows the 
Lord as the sovereign Creator and Lord over all; His majesty is evident in the world in the same 
way we find Psalm 96:4-6. As we move through Psalm 104, the writer leads us to consider the 
great and sweeping aspects of creation—such as the heavens and the earth—but also even the 
minute things such as the blades of grass He causes to grow. His majesty is great, and worthy 
to be proclaimed among all the peoples of the earth. Finally, we return to Isaiah; look at 42:5-13. 
His sovereign rule over all things is the foundation for missions. Psalm 96:10-13 shows that His 
rule demands praise, and Isaiah reflects upon the same. We see that it is God who causes all 
things to happen, including the salvation of man (vv. 5-7). Having seen these things—the 
necessity of universal praise, His royal majesty in all the earth, and His sovereign rule—we are 
compelled to be about His mission in the earth...to see Him glorified among all the peoples of 
the earth! 
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Read Isaiah 40:9-17 - The Proclamation of Universal Praise  
How does Isaiah 40:9 support and coincide with Psalm 96:1-3? What are both proclaiming?  
We see that in both passages, the proclamation of the glory and goodness of God are 
commanded. We are being instructed to do this action, to herald the good news. In Psalm 96, 
we are told to “Sing to the Lord a new song.” Furthermore, we are told to be about this “day after 
day.” This may seem redundant to seasoned ears, but what we must ask is this, “Am I doing 
this?” These verses are not commanding isolated actions, such as “proclaim the goodness of 
God once or every so often.” Rather, what we find in these two passages is the characteristic of 
God’s people, which is continual praise and proclamation, a steadfast awe of Who God is. The 
heralding of God’s goodness is the lifestyle of this people.  
 
In verses 9-10, we are commanded to “Behold your God!” What is the intent of this command? 
Isaiah is concerned with seeing and savoring the all-sweeping, all-encompassing glory of God! 
In verse 9 he writes, “Go on up to a high mountain...lift up your voice with strength…” It is a 
good thing to recognize the glory of God, and this is why he writes, “Behold your God!” To 
behold means to see or observe something, especially remarkable or magnificent. It means to 
set yourself upon something that is truly wonderful and deserving of your full attention. What 
can we truly behold that is of more worth than God Himself? Nothing! Following Isaiah’s writing 
as we come to behold God, as we observe His true magnificence, we come to see more and 
more of His goodness, His glory and His might. We come to praise Him more, to love Him more 
and affirm Isaiah’s command, “Behold your God!”  
  
What two divine attributes are seen in Is. 40:10-11? Why is this important when thinking of 
proclaiming God? How does this influence our proclamation?  
The Lord has many attributes that arise from the pages of Scripture. They do not compete with 
one another but exist in perfect harmony within Him. In these verses, we see two specific 
attributes of God: that He is mighty and rules with absolute authority, and that He is a tender 
shepherd. These two things work in perfect unison with God, and they must shape both our 
understanding of Who He is and how we make Him known in the world.  
 
From these verses, we get a picture of God’s utter sovereignty over the world. “...the Lord God 
comes with might…” and “His arm rules…” knowing, therefore, that this is the God Whom we 
proclaim, our heralding should be bold and unashamed. We are not speaking to those who 
might threaten God. Rather, we are hearing the news of the One who all peoples are under. We 
also recognize that His sovereignty includes tenderness. Although He is powerful and mighty, 
He is also compassionate, tender and caring. He is a truly good Father.  
 
In Is. 40:12-17, what is God claiming for Himself? Does this support Psalm 96:1-3?  
In these verses, God is claiming ownership over all that exists. He created all that is, and thus, 
He has a right to it all. Man is not the measure of all things, nor is he the measure of God. 
Through the Holy Spirit, Isaiah writes, “Who has measured the Spirit of the Lord, or what man 
shows Him his counsel?” Man truly has nothing of worth to bring to God. The nations are God’s 
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possessions, and all the peoples are for Him. Therefore, the praise of God is due from all 
peoples and all nations. This is precisely the point of Ps. 96:1-3. The universe is to praise God! 
 
Compare the description of God as a shepherd in vs. 11 to His divine actions in vs. 12-14. What 
is Isaiah wanting us to see about God’s character? Does this motivate proclamation among the 
nations?  
We read in verse 11, “He will tend His flock like a shepherd; He will gather the lambs in His 
arms; He will carry them in His bosom, and gently lead those that are with young.” This is a 
picture of a loving shepherd tenderly caring for his flock. And there is purpose in the verses that 
follow (12-17). God is a loving Shepherd and He lovingly and tenderly watches over all that is 
His. As we are awed by truths such as, “Who has measured the waters in the hollow of His 
hand…,” we must remember that this magnificent God has a tender-loving heart.  
 
His sovereignty is not overpowered by love, nor is His love cold and distant. Rather, He is a 
complete Being, perfect in every way, and He desires that all peoples come to know Him. This 
we proclaim to all the world! 
 
 
Read Psalm 104 - The Majesty of the Lord  
What must be true of our heart to truly proclaim, “Bless the Lord, O my soul!,” vs.1? 
It is one thing to utter with the mouth, “Bless the Lord…” Anyone can say these words. The 
difference we see in the verse is the words, “O my soul!” The psalmist is not uttering mere 
words but is invoking the fullness of his person; he is speaking out of the depths of his soul. 
There are no truer words for him to speak...he is revealing who he truly is. Therefore, our hearts 
must be tuned to the Lord, must be bound up in the gospel, and consumed with loving God with 
the entirety of the heart. This is the heart that genuinely says, “Bless the Lord, O my soul!”  
 
How does vs. 4 connect the mission of God and the majesty of God? Which drives/motivates 
the other?  
The Lord God is active in His creation, watching over it, holding it together (Col. 1:17). In the 
context of the verse, the word “messengers” refers to all that bears God’s name or His imprint in 
creation….which is everything. All that exists is for the glory of God, whether it be the angels or 
the created realm of mankind, all is for the glory of God, a display of His majesty. Therefore, we 
see that the majesty of God drives the mission of God. The angels and the created realm 
respond to God’s majesty, and our mission is to herald the gospel of good news to the world 
that all men may rightly respond to God as well.  
 
How does reflecting on the creation help the psalmist to focus on the majesty of God? How 
does Jesus connect this idea with missions in Matthew 6:25-33? 
Throughout this Psalm, the writer reflects and meditates on God’s majesty over the created 
realm. It is more than a passing consideration of God; it is a deep, sustained meditation on 
God’s goodness as it is revealed in the world. His majesty comes forth from creation. “He set 
the earth on its foundations, so that it should never be moved.” “You cause the grass to grow for 
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the livestock…” These are images of the majesty of God in His creation. He caused the world to 
come about, to exist, and He sustains it. He caused not only the big foundational truths, but He 
is also concerned with causing blades of grass to grow to feed the animals.  
 
This is Jesus’ point in Matthew 6. We can be so consumed with small things like food and 
clothing, taking our eyes off God and putting them on something lesser. When we become 
focused on ourselves (what we will eat and wear), we lose sight of the glory and majesty of 
God...we lose sight of His mission and our part in it. But as Jesus so clearly shows us, when we 
reflect on the created realm, seeing God’s concern and control, we don’t need to worry about 
such things; it is doubting God. Rather, because of God’s majesty in creation, we are able to 
“seek first the kingdom...and His righteousness…;” we are able to fully be about His mission in 
the world.  
 
Read Ps. 104:31-35. Does the psalm close in the same way it opened? What is the focus?  
Yes. Not is the same exact words, but the ideas are the same. One commentary puts it, “The 
praise that opened the psalm now provides its conclusion. The Lord, Who appears in all His 
splendor and reveals Himself in creation (vs.1-4), has bestowed His glory on His creation.”  The 1

focus is on the glory and majesty of God in the world. As we meditate on these truths, it should 
lead us to proclaim to the world, just as verses 1-4 and 31-35 instruct.  
 
Read vv. 33-35. How do we see the majesty of God as both the motivation for praise and 
missions? 
Missions is never the motivation for praise. Rather, worship is the motivation for missions. John 
Piper states it this way, “Worship...is the fuel and goal of missions...The goal of missions is the 
gladness of the peoples in the greatness of God.”  We see that in vs. 33, the psalmist exults and 2

glories in the goodness of God. He recognizes that goodness is found in praising and honoring 
the Lord and that destruction comes to those who reject Him. They will be consumed in fire. 
Therefore, in praising and worshiping the Lord, we desire that all men come praise and worship.  
 
Read Isaiah 42:5-13 - The Rule of the Lord  
What do verses 5-6 establish about the Lord God? What relation do these verses from Isaiah 
have with Psalm 96:10?  
Verse 5 focuses on God’s role as Creator. There is nothing that exists apart from Him. He 
spread out all that is and gives life to all living things. His sovereign rule extends to all points of 
creation and beyond. In verse 6, Isaiah extends this truth of God’s sovereign rule to the 
salvation of His people. “I am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness; I will take you by the 
hand and keep you…” These are not the words of a passive God hoping that man will choose 
Him over other gods. On the contrary, these are the words of a sovereign God Who works all 
things for His glory.  
 

1  Willem A. VanGemeren, The Psalms, The Expositor's Bible Commentary. 
2  John Piper, Let the Nations be Glad.  
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According to verses 6-7, how does the Lord exercise His authority and rule over the earth? See 
also verses 1-4. 
According to this passage, God exercises His authority over the earth through His Son, Jesus 
Christ. Look again at Isaiah’s wording, “I will give you as a covenant for the people, a light for 
the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon…” 
These are prophetic glimpses of Jesus Christ. Jesus is the New Covenant of God (Luke 22:20), 
given for the salvation of the people of God. Jesus is the light to the nations (Jn. 1), revealing 
the true path of salvation unto God. He is the Redeemer through Whom men and women are 
led out of bondage and the dungeon of sin and into the marvelous light of God (Jn. 14:6). Jesus 
is the means of God’s exercising His authority to save! 
 
How are vs. 6-7 gospel-centered? How does this point us to Christ and to gospel mission?  
Clearly then, these are gospel-centered verses! They drip with the glory of Christ, the coming 
Redeemer. Christ is the good news of the gospel. He is the salvation from sin. He is the great 
reward of faith in God. And, because He is the means by which God exercises His authority to 
save, we give ourselves completely to the work of making Him known in the world. This is both 
the proper response to the authority of God but also the gaining of the deepest human joy. True 
worship and enjoyment of God fuels the mission for His glory. 
 
How do vs. 8-9 speak to the sovereign rule of the Lord over the earth? What does this show 
about the Lord? 
The Lord declares, “I am the Lord; that is My Name; My glory I give to no other…” The Lord is 
concerned for the glory of His Name, not concerned in the sense of losing it but in properly 
valuing it. There is nothing higher in the universe, and thus, nothing more worthy to be praised. 
He goes on, “Behold the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before 
they spring forth I tell you of them.” This is complete and utter sovereign control. He sits 
enthroned even above time itself, causing things to happen when He chooses, and telling of 
those things yet to come. What a picture of God’s sovereign control and what a truth to accord 
with Ps. 96:10-13.  
 
Compare Is. 42:10-13 with Psalm 96:1. Are the two passages saying the same thing? What 
should this teach us? See also Ps. 98:1; Ps. 149:1; Rev. 5:9.  
Yes, they are saying much of the same thing. Sing to the Lord! Sing Him a new song! Praise 
Him! Make Him known among the peoples of the earth! All that is in the earth is to bring praise 
to God for it is all His. Therefore, we must give ourselves to making Him known among the 
peoples of the earth. And we do this, not out of moralistic hopes of salvation, but out of duty that 
comes from salvation. There is no higher joy for the Christian than to sing of God’s wondrous 
works! 
 
How does this view of God’s sovereign rule fuel missions? See Matthew 10:28.  
The sovereignty of God quails every fear of man...or so it should. Jesus Himself tells us not to 
fear even a man who would kill our body. This statement goes against our natural inclination 
towards self-preservation. This instinct can also prevent us from being on mission in hard or 
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undesirable places. But the sovereignty of God reminds us of God’s control, even over those 
who would kill our body. For even if the body is killed, the soul is held steady in the steady hand 
of God. Therefore, passion in missions is motivated and fueled by a passion for the glory of God 
that is held in the heart and expressed in our lives.  
 
 
The Big Picture 
The mission of God is the glory of His name among the peoples of the earth. Psalm 96 presents 
us with a meditation on the beauty and glory of God’s rule. His sovereignty is the foundation of 
our salvation, our ever-increasing praise, and it is our motivation to be about HIs mission with 
the fullness of our lives. Isaiah 40 and 42, along with Psalm 104, help us reflect upon these 
truths, seeing them in the larger context of the Bible, and should enflame our hearts for the glory 
of God among the peoples of the world. It should start inside our own hearts and life, spreading 
to our families, friends, neighbors and the rest of the world. The Lord, mighty in power, majestic 
in glory, deserves to be praised by all the peoples of the earth! Can we give our lives to anything 
greater…? And so we ask… 

● How is my passion for God’s glory evident? 
● Am I seeking to bring God praise through my life? 
● How am I leading others to see and savor God? 
● How am I giving my life for the mission of God? 
● Am I leading my children to see and savor Christ? 
● How am I leading my children to use their lives for the sake of the glory of God among 

the peoples the earth?  
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