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The Mission of God 

 
Sermon Text: Psalm 96 
Study Texts: Isaiah 40:9-17; Psalm 104; Isaiah 42:5-13  
 
The mission of God in the world is the salvation of sinners through the finished work of Christ. This is 
not merely a New Testament theme but one of the premiere biblical themes from cover to cover. God 
proclaims His mission to save in Genesis 3 and carries it throughout the pages of Biblical history, and it 
is still His mission today. In Psalm 96, we read through a meditation on the glory and greatness of God 
among the peoples of the whole earth. The Psalm is broken into 4 major movements: The proclamation 
of universal praise (vv. 1-3), The Majesty of the Lord (vv. 4-6), A proclamation of Universal praise 
(vv. 7-9), and The rule of the Lord (vv.10-13). The universal praise of God is to be the theme of the 
peoples of the earth. Our songs should be songs of praise unto His name. Our lives should be marked 
by evidences of His majesty and submission to His rule. Making Him known among all the peoples of 
the earth is not only our highest calling, it is intended to be our deepest joy.  
 
In Isaiah 40, we find a text of Scripture concerned with the glory of God as the grounding or the 
foundation for human praise. The focus of this passage is on the greatness of God, and the proper 
response to His greatness is the praise of the people. In this way, it follows the pattern of Psalm 96; we 
see a universal proclamation of God’s praise. Isaiah’s focus in this passage is to draw our attention to 
the greatness of God; His awe-inspiring glory that shines forth over all the earth, and this is compelling 
motivation to be about His mission. Moving to Psalm 104, we find a text that proclaims the Lord’s 
majesty and glory throughout the earth. The Psalmist shows the Lord as the sovereign Creator and 
Lord over all; His majesty is evident in the world in the same way we find Psalm 96:4-6. As we move 
through Psalm 104, the writer leads us to consider the great and sweeping aspects of creation—such 
as the heavens and the earth—but also even the minute things such as the blades of grass He causes 
to grow. His majesty is great, and worthy to be proclaimed among all the peoples of the earth. Finally, 
we return to Isaiah; look at 42:5-13. His sovereign rule over all things is the foundation for missions. 
Psalm 96:10-13 shows that His rule demands praise, and Isaiah reflects upon the same. We see that it 
is God who causes all things to happen, including the salvation of man (vv. 5-7). Having seen these 
things—the necessity of universal praise, His royal majesty in all the earth, and His sovereign rule—we 
are compelled to be about His mission in the earth...to see Him glorified among all the peoples of the 
earth! 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Read Isaiah 40:9-17 - The Proclamation of Universal Praise  
● How does Isaiah 40:9 support and coincide with Psalm 96:1-3? What are both proclaiming?  
● In verses 9-10, we are commanded to “Behold your God!” What is the intent of this command? 
● What two divine attributes are seen in Is. 40:10-11? Why is this important when thinking of 

proclaiming God? How does this influence our proclamation?  
● In Is. 40:12-17, what is God claiming for Himself? Does this support Psalm 96:1-3?  
● Compare the description of God as a shepherd in vs. 11 to His divine actions in vs. 12-14. What 

is Isaiah wanting us to see about God’s character? Does this motivate proclamation among the 
nations?  

Read Psalm 104 - The Majesty of the Lord  
● What must be true of our heart to truly proclaim, “Bless the Lord, O my soul!,” vs.1? 
● How does vs. 4 connect the mission of God and the majesty of God? Which drives/motivates 

the other?  
● How does reflecting on the creation help the psalmist to focus on the majesty of God? How 

does Jesus connect this idea with missions in Matthew 6:25-33? 
● Read Ps. 104:31-35. Does the psalm close in the same way it opened? What is the focus?  
● Read vv. 33-35. How do we see the majesty of God as both the motivation for praise and 

missions? 
Read Isaiah 42:5-13 - The Rule of the Lord  

● What do verses 5-6 establish about the Lord God? What relation do these verses from Isaiah 
have with Psalm 96:10?  

● According to verses 6-7, how does the Lord exercise His authority and rule over the earth? See 
also verses 1-4. 

● How are vs. 6-7 gospel-centered? How does this point us to Christ and to gospel mission?  
● How do vs. 8-9 speak to the sovereign rule of the Lord over the earth? What does this show 

about the Lord? 
● Compare Is. 42:10-13 with Psalm 96:1. Are the two passages saying the same thing? What 

should this teach us? See also Ps. 98:1; Ps. 149:1; Rev. 5:9.  
● How does this view of God’s sovereign rule fuel missions? See Matthew 10:28.  

The Big Picture 
The mission of God is the glory of His name among the peoples of the earth. Psalm 96 presents us with 
a meditation on the beauty and glory of God’s rule. His sovereignty is the foundation of our salvation, 
our ever-increasing praise, and it is our motivation to be about HIs mission with the fullness of our lives. 
Isaiah 40 and 42, along with Psalm 104, help us reflect upon these truths, seeing them in the larger 
context of the Bible, and should enflame our hearts for the glory of God among the peoples of the 
world. It should start inside our own hearts and life, spreading to our families, friends, neighbors and the 
rest of the world. The Lord, mighty in power, majestic in glory, deserves to be praised by all the peoples 
of the earth! Can we give our lives to anything greater…? And so we ask… 

● How is my passion for God’s glory evident? 
● Am I seeking to bring God praise through my life? 
● How am I leading others to see and savor God? 
● How am I giving my life for the mission of God? 
● Am I leading my children to see and savor Christ? 
● How am I leading my children to use their lives for the sake of the glory of God among the 

peoples the earth?  


