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Jacob, Rachel and Leah  

God is big, beautiful, sovereign, continuously at work, in total control, steadfastly present, and 
working all things for His glory and the good of His people (Rm. 8:28). Amen! 
 
Sermon Text: Genesis 29-31 
 
It is a common practice for many to read particular stories in the Bible as if they exist all by 
themselves….that they somehow have no relevance and connection to those stories that 
surround them. “Do stories in Genesis even connect with stories in the gospels or in Paul’s 
letters?” “Are Jacob and his wives of any real consequence to me?” While these kinds of 
questions are rarely verbalized, many often find themselves thinking these types of thoughts as 
they sit down to read or think about Scripture. “How does this all fit together…or does it?” The 
story of Jacob and his wives presents a prime opportunity to answer these very real and very 
important questions. To do so, we must utilize what is called Biblical Theology. Biblical Theology 
is the practice of understanding the Bible as it means for itself to be understood—it means 
asking the very questions asked above and letting the Bible answer. From the get go, as we 
have seen throughout the story of Genesis, we must see that there are multiple components 
and multiple levels of detail in each narrative. Each story is to be understood in its immediate 
context (in our present story, that would be Jacob, his wives, and Laban, living in Mesopotamia), 
its larger context (the book/story of Genesis, and Moses’ purpose in writing), and in its larger 
biblical context (How does this point to Jesus?). The purpose of seeing the Bible through this 
lens is so that we come to see the beautiful and intricate tapestry that God has produced in His 
people by the means of His Word. In many ways, we are seeing the story unfold as God did.  
 
Jacob 
The first task is to understand the story in its primary or immediate context. Over the span of 
three chapters, Genesis 29-31, we see Jacob exiled from his family because of his own sin. 
Because of his deception and failure to trust in God’s provision (Gen. 28), he’s been sent to 
Mesopotamia to live with Laban, his uncle. During this time, although exiled from the family of 
Promise, God provided for Jacob. He was employed as an indentured servant, and thus cared 
for by his uncle. It was also during this time that he found affection for his future wife, Rachel. 
Although Jacob suffered deception and hardship at the hand of his uncle, the Lord continued to 
sustain Jacob, providing for him, watching over him, and fulfilling the Promise He had made 
(28:15). As time wears on, Jacob desires to leave and return to the land of Promise, the land 
promised to Abraham and the future people of God. And although hardship and further suffering 
follow him, the Lord graciously and supernaturally delivers Jacob and his family from exile and 
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returns them to the land of Promise. But, we need to note that Jacob does not just leave. In 
Genesis 31, we see that by the sovereign hand of God, Jacob leaves Laban with a tremendous 
bounty of riches and as a people of substantial number. By the sovereign working of God, Jacob 
plunders Laban of his great wealth and goes on his way back to the Promised Land. It was all 
the work of God from beginning to end. And thus, we see the story of Jacob and his wives in its 
immediate context of Scripture.  
 
The Jews  
Next, we want to see it in its larger or epochal context. This means that we are looking at the 
story as it fits within Genesis and asking the question, “Why did Moses write this story in the 
Bible?” We must remember that as we read Genesis, it was first read by the Jewish people after 
having been rescued from slavery and exile in Egypt. God intended to deliver His Word through 
Moses, guided by the Holy Spirit (2 Tim. 3:16), insuring that Moses wrote the history of the world 
and the beginnings of the people of God. As the Jewish people came to the story in Genesis 
29-31, numerous themes would have caught their attention. If we look at the first 12 chapters of 
Exodus, we find that the people of God have been enslaved in Egypt and exiled from the 
Promised Land. They are cut off from the land promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob...the 
patriarchs of their people. God had promised to make them into a great nation (Gen. 15:5) and 
that He would give them the Promised Land in which to dwell (Gen. 15:7). But, in the early 
pages of Exodus, we find a people cut off from the Promise, exiled and enslaved, far removed 
from the Promised Land. Would the promise be fulfilled? Would God save them? Was God 
working a greater purpose in all these things? These are questions the Jewish people would 
have asked throughout their exile, and these are the questions that God answers in His Word, 
particularly in Genesis 29-31. We see that, just as Jacob was exiled from the Promised Land, so 
were the Jewish people. We see also that, just as Jacob was cared for in his exile through 
servitude, so the Jewish people were kept alive and sustained. They worked, had homes and 
raised families—albeit under the heavy hand of slavery. But, we also see that, just as God had 
promised to never leave Jacob (Gen. 28:15), so He dwelled amidst this people during this heavy 
oppression of slavery. We see that, just as God called Jacob to take up his family and his 
possessions and to leave Laban, so God also raised up Moses to lead the Jewish people out of 
Egypt. And, just as Laban pursued Jacob and attempted to bring him back, so Pharaoh did the 
same. Furthermore, we note that, just as Jacob plundered the riches of Laban, so we read in 
Exodus 12:36 that the Jewish people plundered the riches of the Egyptians, both leaving with 
great amounts of wealth. Finally, we see that, just as Jacob left his uncle as a great number of 
people headed for the Promised Land, so Exodus 12:37 tells us that a vast multitude, the 
people of God, left the slavery and exile of Egypt headed for the Promised Land.  
 
We must not miss that the Jewish people—having heard the story of Jacob, Leah and 
Rebekah—would have immediately identified and found their own story in the details of Genesis 
29-31. They would have seen the promise of God given to Jacob in 28:15, and they would have 
been greatly reassured of God’s presence with them, as they journeyed away from everything 
they’d ever known. It would have instilled a deep sense of God’s sovereignty and glory in their 
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hearts, leading them to look anew upon the wondrous grace of the God Who called them out of 
the darkness of slavery and exile and into the light of freedom.  
 
This leads us to the third context, which is the biblical or whole Bible context. How does this 
story of Jacob, Leah and Rachel point us to Jesus?  Charles Spurgeon, a great preacher of time 
gone by, once said, “Give me any text of Scripture and I will beeline to the cross.” What he 
meant is this: Every text of Scripture finds its ultimate meaning and fullness in the Person and 
work of Jesus Christ. Every story finds its reference in the story of the cross. And our present 
story of Jacob, Leah and Rachel is no different.  
 
Jesus 
We read these words in 1 Peter 2:9-10, “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a people for His Own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him Who 
called you out of darkness into His marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you 
are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.” The 
beauty of these verses is seen in its immediate context….God saves sinners from the darkness 
of sin to His perfect light...grace upon grace. But, we also rightly locate the entire story of the 
Bible, including Genesis 29-31, and the story of the Exodus in these verses as well. We see 
that, just as Jacob and the Jews were enslaved and exiled, cut off from the land of promise, all 
peoples are cut off from God without the gospel. We are exiled from His holy presence, cut off 
from the promise land apart from Him. Just as Jacob and the Jews were cared for and sustained 
even in exile, so God provides for sinners who oppose Him (Mt. 5:45), even while remaining in 
their sin. Just as Jacob and the Jews were led out of exile by the mighty hand of God, so also 
God leads His people out of the exile of sin through the finished work of Jesus at the cross. Just 
as God promised to remain with Jacob and the Jews, so He promises to forever be with His 
people because of Jesus (Mt. 28:20; Rev. 21). We see that just as Jacob and the Jews left their 
exile, not only free, but as a people with an identity, so also the people of God gain a distinct 
and royal identity through the gospel of salvation. Peter writes, “Once you were not a people, 
but now you are God’s people…” And, we see that, just as Jacob and the Jews were given 
great wealth, we see that through Christ, we are made a part of the royal family of God….a 
position of infinite and indescribable wealth.  
 
And so, we see that the Bible is not full of stories merely standing beside one another. On the 
contrary! The Bible is an intricate tapestry of gospel glory that points to Jesus at every turn and 
in every detail. We see the very real life of Jacob and his wives, how they struggled with sin, 
dealt with real struggles, and at times, lost their way...and yet God preserved them. We see how 
that points us to the larger story of God’s people, the Jews. We see how God inspired Moses to 
write the first 5 books of the Bible for the purpose of teaching the people of God Who He truly is 
and how He works in the world. But, we also see that the Bible, both whispers and loudly 
proclaims the name of Jesus on every page. He is not absent from any detail. The story of the 
Church therefore—including the people who comprise Parkwood Baptist Church in Gastonia, 
North Carolina—not only finds itself in the New Testament, but she gleans the very same hope 
the Jews did upon reading Genesis 29-31….God is big, beautiful, sovereign, continuously at 
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work, in total control, steadfastly present, and working all things for His glory and the good of 
His people (Rm. 8:28). Amen! 
Outline the story of Jacob, Leah and Rachel for yourself. How can you see Jesus at work?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Application questions… 

● Do you see the beauty of the Scriptures from this holistic view? 
● How is this affecting your life? 
● How should it affect your life? 
● What areas of your life does this story speak to? 
● How might this understanding of Scripture change your view of/approach to the Bible? 
● What new things are you seeing for the first time? 
● What details and truths taste most sweetly to you? Why? 
● What details are the hardest to comprehend or swallow? Why?  
● How does this story and this understanding encourage us to press on in our study? 
● How does this motivate missions and evangelism?  
● How does this encourage us in suffering and hardship?  
● How does this teach us to truly look to Jesus in all things?  
● Are you seeing the gospel in Genesis?  
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