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God’s Unwavering Promise  

God’s unwavering promise is His steadfast presence with His people. Just as God promised to be 
with Jacob in order to accomplish His sovereign will, so He is with us through Christ to accomplish 
all that He intends.  
 
Sermon Text: Genesis 28 
Study Texts: John 14:1-7; 1 John 4:13-19; Revelation 21:1-7  
The deception that Rebekah and Jacob carried out brought great consequence upon their family. 
Jacob was forced to leave Canaan and travel roughly a great distance to Mesopotamia. While he 
traveled, he settled down in the midst of an unnerving wilderness to sleep upon a rock. It is here, in 
the midst of a dream, that God comes to Jacob. Despite sin and faithlessness, God will not see His 
promise undone. He extends the Abrahamic covenant to Jacob, making him the third patriarch, and 
promises to remain with Jacob throughout his life. God’s promise to sustain His people, to see 
them made as numerous as the stars, a great nation...this promise will not fail. God shows Jacob a 
ladder that extends from heaven to earth, and the angels of heaven continually travel up and down. 
This was a reminder for Jacob that God directs all the affairs of all men. He is the Sovereign over 
all things. And in the New Testament, in John 1:50, Jesus Himself shows that He is the ladder...the 
great bridge between heaven and earth. It is through Jesus that God directs all things, and 
accomplishes all things. Therefore, God’s unwavering promise is His steadfast presence with His 
people. Just as God promised to be with Jacob in order to accomplish His sovereign will, so He is 
with us through Christ to accomplish all that He intends.  
 
This unwavering promise is one of the major covenant threads of Scripture—it holds it all together. 
In John 14, Jesus is comforting and correcting His disciples in the midst of their own doubt and 
failure. His comfort is not to try harder, to perform the right religious ceremonies, or behave in 
particular ways. His comfort is to remember the unwavering promise of God; to remember that God 
is ever present with His people. He goes on to show a deeper picture of this in 1 John 4. The Holy 
Spirit, the eternal third member of the Trinity, is the guarantee of the unwavering promise of God 
with His people. Just as God promised to never leave Jacob, so the Holy Spirit indwells the people 
of God, the Church. He will never leave them, for He is the evidence of true salvation. Finally, we 
fix our eyes on the coming fulfillment of the eternal promises of God. God promised Jacob He 
would return him to the promised land, and in Revelation 21, we see that God has indeed gathered 
His people to Him in the eternal promised land. He is with them, and they are full and complete. Sin 
is no more. God is fully glorified, and we are eternally happy in Him. His unwavering promises are 
sure and steadfast, worthy of our highest commitments and love.  
 
 

1 



Read John 14:1-7 
What is John’s encouragement in dealing with unbelief? Is this simple “blind faith”?  
John is writing with the intent that we come to know God; that we believe in Him and cherish Him in 
all things (1 Jn. 5:13). Therefore, when he says, “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; 
believe also in me,” he is not saying put away all logic and reason and “just believe.” On the 
contrary, he is teaching to hold fast to the truth of God. In other words, we are to calm our hearts 
by engaging our logic and reason as it concerns the Lord. God intends that we believe in Him with 
all that we are; He intends that we see Him in every aspect of the world. Our emotions can often 
get the better of us, and it is our emotions that often undermine us. John is reminding us to set our 
minds on Christ; to set our lives on Him.  
 
What is the encouragement that Jesus offers to His people in vs. 2-3? How is this like the promise 
Jacob received in Genesis 28? 
In the context of this passage, the disciples are dismayed over lack of faith. Jesus encourages 
them with the promise of His faithfulness, both now and in the future. As He instructed them in 
verse 1, we are to believe in God now. This is a present and ever-available reality for the Christian. 
But, there is also a coming glorification for all who believe and treasure Jesus. He has gone to 
prepare a place for us with Himself, and He is going to come again. This is precisely what God 
promised Jacob.  Jacob’s promise was one of future faithfulness according to the will of God. 
Jesus offers the same here. 
 
Who is the focus of verses 2-3? Why is this important in answering Thomas’ question?  
Jesus is teaching us to be focused upon God in all things. Notice that in response to the disciples’ 
fear, Jesus does not instruct them to believe harder, to try harder, or perform some religious act. 
He simply calls their attention upon Himself. We can all identify with this. When a young child 
becomes frightened, a good parent does not yell and demand that they try harder or push through 
it. A good and loving parent calls that child’s attention to him/herself. “Look at me, and it will be 
okay.” This is exactly what Jesus does here. In the midst of doubt, which is what Thomas struggles 
with, Jesus offers us the assurance of Himself. He is alway with us, and always working for our 
good. We need nothing more.  
 
What does verse 6 teach us about salvation? What elements of verse 6 call our minds to Jacob’s 
promise in Gen. 28? See also John 1:49-51.  
This is one of the most well known verses in the Bible, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except through me.” Clearly, the exclusivity of salvation is in view….no 
salvation apart from Jesus. But, we need not miss the connection of this verse with the previous 
ones. This is further assurance from Jesus to His disciples. He is offering yet another reminder of 
His continuing and steadfast presence with His people. God made it clear to Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob that He will save His people, and here, Jesus is reaffirming that unwavering promise. In 
John 1:49-51, Jesus directly links Himself with Jacob’s promise showing that He is the Ladder, the 
means of salvation. He is the unwavering promise of God, because He is the only way (14:6) to 
God.  
 
 

2 



What is Jesus claiming in verse 7? 
Jesus is the Son of God; He is God Himself. He is the eternal second person of the Trinity. This is 
what He states in verse 7. “If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From 
now on you do know Him and have seen Him.” Jesus clearly identifies Himself with the eternal 
God, and not as One Who simply knows God; He is of the same essence as God (Jn. 1). He is the 
assurance and fulfillment of God’s unwavering promise. 
 
Read 1 John 4:13-19 
What is the evidence of true salvation according to verse 13? How is this tied to Jacob and the 
promise of God?  
The answer to this question can be found in the sermon/study title: God’s Unwavering Promise. 
John claims that the presence of the Holy Spirit in the life of the Christian is the mark of true 
salvation. He writes, “By this we know that we abide in Him and He is us, because He has given us 
His Spirit.”  We pay attention to John’s phrase, “By this we know…” This is statement of fact, of 
something that is objectively true. Being in God, that is, being counted as saved through the work 
of Jesus, is meant to be something full of assurance, not doubt. God does not waver in His 
promises. This is what we see with Jacob. God promises, “I will not leave you until I have done 
what I have promised you” (Gen. 28:15). God has promised to save His people from their sins (Mt. 
1:21).  
 
According to verses 14-15, what is the confession of the true Christian? Thinking of Genesis 28, 
what is the larger confession of the Christian?  
This is not so different from what Jesus teaches in John 14, for the Christian is to proclaim God to 
the world. John writes, “And we..testify that the Father has sent His Son to be the Savior of the 
world.” This is purpose of our lives as Christians. We are to “proclaim the excellencies of Him Who 
called us out of darkness into His marvelous light” (1 Pt. 2:9). Salvation through Christ is our cry! 
But, more than this, we are proclaiming the sovereignty and goodness of God, for He is a God Who 
carries out all that He promises. From beginning to end, the Bible shows how God fulfills all that He 
promises, and salvation is the fruit of all that God has promised to us in Christ.  
 
What is the truth statement in verse 16? How is that evidenced throughout the Bible? See Ex. 3:12; 
Deut. 31:6; Joshua 1:5; Is. 43:2; Mt. 1:23.  
John writes, “God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.” 
Therefore, we see the truth of God’s love. God loves His people...He fiercely loves His people.  
He is not passive in this, but it is the very exercise of His character. It is not a love that we may 
speculate about, but a very clear and objective love. God’s love is primarily His commitment to His 
Own holiness, and that love is extended to His people by means of salvation through Jesus. This 
love is seen as the very foundation for the people of God all throughout the Bible. The love of God 
is the unwavering promise of God. His presence is ever with His people for He loves His people; 
His love is demonstrated through the fulfillment of His promises. 
 
What is the purpose of God’s love according to verses 18-19? Is this true of the promise to Jacob? 
To say that God is love is to proclaim something. It is to proclaim a particular kind of love (even if 
not intended by the one making the proclamation). God’s love is purposeful, and here, we see that 
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John states its purpose: To cast out fear. The people of God have no reason to fear; there is no 
proper cause of fear for those who are in God. When John writes, “...perfect love casts out fear” he 
is calling our attention to the unwavering promise of God...His steady presence with His people. 
John goes on saying, “For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been 
perfected in love.” In other words, those who fear—be it a fear of the future, an earthly fear, or a 
fear of God—are those who have not yet fully grasped the truth of God. Furthermore, we see the 
purpose of this love is that we love others without reserve. “We love because He first loved us.” 
Therefore, our love for others is to be a God-centered, joy-filled, fearless love.  
 
Read Revelation 21:1-7  
What is the coming promise seen in 21:1-7? How do we see this promised in Genesis 28:15? 
There is coming a day when this world, which we now know—this world of sin and destruction, of 
disease and hardship—will pass away. It will give way to something almost unfathomable: A new 
heaven and a new earth. The newness is not unfathomable, but rather, as John writes in verse 3, 
“Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man.” This broken, diseased world will give way to 
something we can only, right now, look upon from afar...a world of complete perfection and of full 
joy; we shall be taken into a world where we shall dwell in the very presence of God. In Genesis 
28:15, God promised Jacob that He would not leave Him until His purpose was finished, and what 
we see here in Revelation 21, is the completed purpose of God. God is fully glorified in the midst of 
His redeemed and perfected people.  
 
How is Revelation 21 a fulfillment of God’s promises to Jacob?  
We see in Genesis 28 that God extended the Abrahamic covenant and its promises to Jacob, the 
third patriarch. He promised to sustain him and to never leave him, and in Revelation, we see that 
God not only sustains His people, but He will bring them to dwell in His very presence. His promise 
does not waver. In Genesis 28, we see a promise from God to return Jacob to the land of promise, 
and in Revelation 21 we see the people of God brought to dwell in the eternal land of promise. And 
finally, we see God’s promise to Jacob to remain with him, and in Revelation 21, we see that God 
intends to remain with His people for all time.  
 
What do we see in Rev. 21:4 that corresponds to Jacob’s story in Gen. 27-28?  
We see a total reversal of all that has gone wrong with Jacob. In Genesis, we see God sustain His 
chosen family through failure after failure. Abraham receives the promise and falls into sin. Isaac 
receives the promise and falls into sin, and Jacob received it and falls into sin. In many ways, this 
is the story of Scripture: Man’s failure to properly love and honor God, and God’s sustaining and 
saving work. The hope of future grace is Rev. 21:4, “He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, 
and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the 
former things have passed away.” Praise be to God that the day is coming when His unwavering 
promise will be entirely related. We will be made full and whole in Him. We will experience the true 
sinlessness of our first parents, Adam and Eve. We will know what it is like to walk in the Garden in 
the cool of the evening with God Himself. We set our eyes on that day, for God has promised it, 
and His promises are unwavering.  
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What is Jacob’s motivation for obedience following the dream in Gen. 28? Are we hoping the 
same? What is the great coming hope of Rev. 21:5-7? 
His motivation for obedience was rooted in all that God had promised; his obedience was rooted in 
the hope of future grace.  God promised that He would accomplish many great and mighty things 1

through Jacob, and it was upon this promise that Jacob’s faith rested. That same future grace is 
ours to enjoy; ours to hope in and build our lives upon. We read John’s words in Rev. 21:5-7, and 
this should inspire a deep, abiding and overflowing joy in our hearts. That day is coming. God is 
going to make all things new; He is going to finish all that He has planned, and His people will 
receive the full heritage of His kingdom. This is our hope: The unwavering promise of God to do all 
that He has said...and He will do it.  
 
The Big Picture 
The story of God’s presence with His people is more than just a feel-good Bible story. It is the very 
fabric of faith. God’s unwavering promise is that He will never leave His people, nor forsake them 
(Heb. 13:5). Just as God is shown to be faithful to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, so we can trust Him 
to be the same. The Church is not just a people gathered before the Lord, it is a people gathered 
by the Lord. His steady presence with the Church is the very lifeblood of her existence. Therefore, 
as we heed the call to faithfulness (1 Thess. 4:3) and to mission (Mt. 28:18-20), we do so with the 
full assurance that God is faithfully with us. More than this, we know that in being with us, God is 
actively and sovereignly working out His will on the earth. Blessed be His name! And so we ask… 

● How does my life show that I trust in God’s unwavering promise? 
● In what ways am I leading my family to see God’s presence in our lives? 
● How am I teaching my family to trust God in all of life? 
● Do my worries reveal a lack of faith in God’s steady presence? 
● How am I leading others to see God’s faithful presence? 
● How is this great promise affecting my evangelism and discipleship? 

1 The coming promises of God. See John Piper’s work Future Grace.  
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