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God’s Unwavering Promise  

God’s unwavering promise is His steadfast presence with His people. Just as God promised to be 
with Jacob in order to accomplish His sovereign will, so He is with us through Christ to accomplish 
all that He intends.  
 
Sermon Text: Genesis 28 
Study Texts: John 14:1-7; 1 John 4:13-19; Revelation 21:1-7  
The deception that Rebekah and Jacob carried out brought great consequence upon their family. 
Jacob was forced to leave Canaan and travel roughly a great distance to Mesopotamia. While he 
traveled, he settled down in the midst of an unnerving wilderness to sleep upon a rock. It is here, in 
the midst of a dream, that God comes to Jacob. Despite sin and faithlessness, God will not see His 
promise undone. He extends the Abrahamic covenant to Jacob, making him the third patriarch, and 
promises to remain with Jacob throughout his life. God’s promise to sustain His people, to see 
them made as numerous as the stars, a great nation...this promise will not fail. God shows Jacob a 
ladder that extends from heaven to earth, and the angels of heaven continually travel up and down. 
This was a reminder for Jacob that God directs all the affairs of all men. He is the Sovereign over 
all things. And in the New Testament, in John 1:50, Jesus Himself shows that He is the ladder...the 
great bridge between heaven and earth. It is through Jesus that God directs all things, and 
accomplishes all things. Therefore, God’s unwavering promise is His steadfast presence with His 
people. Just as God promised to be with Jacob in order to accomplish His sovereign will, so He is 
with us through Christ to accomplish all that He intends.  
 
This unwavering promise is one of the major covenant threads of Scripture—it holds it all together. 
In John 14, Jesus is comforting and correcting His disciples in the midst of their own doubt and 
failure. His comfort is not to try harder, to perform the right religious ceremonies, or behave in 
particular ways. His comfort is to remember the unwavering promise of God; to remember that God 
is ever present with His people. He goes on to show a deeper picture of this in 1 John 4. The Holy 
Spirit, the eternal third member of the Trinity, is the guarantee of the unwavering promise of God 
with His people. Just as God promised to never leave Jacob, so the Holy Spirit indwells the people 
of God, the Church. He will never leave them, for He is the evidence of true salvation. Finally, we 
fix our eyes on the coming fulfillment of the eternal promises of God. God promised Jacob He 
would return him to the promised land, and in Revelation 21, we see that God has indeed gathered 
His people to Him in the eternal promised land. He is with them, and they are full and complete. Sin 
is no more. God is fully glorified, and we are eternally happy in Him. His unwavering promises are 
sure and steadfast, worthy of our highest commitments and love.  
 
 



Read John 14:1-7 
● What is John’s encouragement in dealing with unbelief? Is this simple “blind faith”?  
● What is the encouragement that Jesus offers to His people in vs. 2-3? How is this like the 

promise Jacob received in Genesis 28? 
● Who is the focus of verses 2-3? Why is this important in answering Thomas’ question?  
● What does verse 6 teach us about salvation? What elements of verse 6 call our minds to 

Jacob’s promise in Gen. 28? See also John 1:49-51.  
● What is Jesus claiming in verse 7? 

 
Read 1 John 4:13-19 

● What is the evidence of true salvation according to verse 13? How is this tied to Jacob and 
the promise of God?  

● According to verses 14-15, what is the confession of the true Christian? Thinking of 
Genesis 28, what is the larger confession of the Christian?  

● What is the truth statement in verse 16? How is that evidenced throughout the Bible? See 
Ex. 3:12; Deut. 31:6; Joshua 1:5; Is. 43:2; Mt. 1:23.  

● What is the purpose of God’s love according to verses 18-19? Is this true of the promise to 
Jacob? 

 
Read Revelation 21:1-7  

● What is the coming promise seen in 21:1-7? How do we see this promised in Genesis 
28:15? 

● How is Revelation 21 a fulfillment of God’s promises to Jacob?  
● What do we see in Rev. 21:4 that corresponds to Jacob’s story in Gen. 27-28?  
● What is Jacob’s motivation for obedience following the dream in Gen. 28? Are we hoping 

the same? What is the great coming hope of Rev. 21:5-7? 
 
The Big Picture 
The story of God’s presence with His people is more than just a feel-good Bible story. It is the very 
fabric of faith. God’s unwavering promise is that He will never leave His people, nor forsake them 
(Heb. 13:5). Just as God is shown to be faithful to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, so we can trust Him 
to be the same. The Church is not just a people gathered before the Lord, it is a people gathered 
by the Lord. His steady presence with the Church is the very lifeblood of her existence. Therefore, 
as we heed the call to faithfulness (1 Thess. 4:3) and to mission (Mt. 28:18-20), we do so with the 
full assurance that God is faithfully with us. More than this, we know that in being with us, God is 
actively and sovereignly working out His will on the earth. Blessed be His name!  






