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The Law and the Promise 
 

Sermon Text: Galatians 3:15-29 
Study Text: Luke 18:9-14 
 
Sermon Recap: In this week’s sermon text, Paul continues his discussion of the 
relationship between the Law and the Gospel of hope. He has already gone to great 
lengths to show that salvation is not through the Law and does so here again (This 
should clue us into how important this point is.) On the contrary, the Law was never 
meant as a pathway to salvation, nor was it a contradiction to God’s promise. As we 
heard in the sermon, the Law was meant for two things: (1) To show the utter sinfulness 
of mankind and (2) to ultimately proclaim that God saves through Jesus Christ alone. 
This was true of Abraham, it was true of the Law, and Paul wanted the Galatians so 
badly to see this as well. There is no hope of salvation apart from total faith and 
dependence on Jesus.  
 
Sermon Connection: Just as Paul fervently desired that the Galatians see that 
salvation is through Christ alone, apart from works, he ultimately learned this truth from 
Jesus Himself. In Luke 18, we find Jesus teaching through parables, a tool He often 
used both to teach and correct. We should take note of Luke’s description in v. 9, “He 
also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous…” 
What follows is a short parable about two men who approach the Lord in two totally 
opposed fashions. One approaches God in pride and arrogance. He wants to brag 
about what he has done for God and about how much worse others are than him. The 
other man stands in the shadows unable to even lift his head. He strikes his chest and 
pleads with God for mercy. We can feel his angst; we’ve wrestled with those feelings of 
doubt and shame; we’ve stood far off and begged for God’s mercy. But, if we are 
honest, we have also stood tall before the Lord and boasted (or at least negotiated) for 
our own righteousness. We must not miss the Lord’s words to the prideful….the way of 
salvation is humility; it is the way of dependent faith. Just as Paul pleaded with the 
Galatians to see the grace of the gospel, so Jesus also invites us to look into His glory 
and see that it is not through works that we gain salvation but only through humble faith. 
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Lesson Plan 
Lesson Goal: To understand that the wrong way to approach God is by our own good 
works and to see the right way to approach God as an unworthy sinner, pleading for 
mercy. 
 
Lesson Points 
Point 1: The Wrong Way to Approach God is by Our Own Good Works. (18:9-12) 
Point 2: The Right Way to Approach God is as an Unworthy Sinner Pleading for  
              Mercy. (18:13) 
Point 3: When Sinners Approach God for Mercy, He Graciously and Instantly  
              Justifies Them. (18:14) 
 
Opening Questions: 

● What are you really good at? 
● What are you really terrible at? 
● How do you feel when someone else brags about something they do well? 
● What does it mean to be humble? 

 
Point 1: The Wrong Way to Approach God is by Our Own Good Works. (18:9-12) 

● What did the Pharisee pray about, and what was his posture? (v. 11) 
● How was the Pharisee comparing himself to the Tax Collector but not to God? (v. 

11) 
● What evidence did the Pharisee give for deserving this praise? (v. 12) 
● Why was the Pharisee looking at keeping the law and not thinking about what 

was really in his heart? (v. 12) 
 
Point 2: The Right Way to Approach God is as an Unworthy Sinner Pleading for  
Mercy. (18:13) 

● What was the Tax Collector’s posture in his prayer? (v. 13) 
● What did the Tax Collector pray for? How did he approach God? 

 
Point 3:  When Sinners Approach God for Mercy, He Graciously and Instantly  
Justifies Them. (18:14) 

● Which man received justification by the Father for his prayer? 
● How can this be? How is this man made righteous? (See also 2 Cor. 5:17-21.) 
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The Big Picture  
We may be good people, attending church faithfully, and/or a good citizen of our 
community, but God knows the many sins in our heart. All the good deeds in the world 
cannot pay for the many times we have broken His Holy Law. If we come into God’s 
court on Judgment Day and present our good works, we will be condemned. But, if we 
come as unworthy sinners, who plead for mercy on the basis of Jesus Christ, who shed 
His blood to pay the penalty you deserve, God will declare us, “Not guilty!”  
 
Make sure to understand and apply this personally. Then, share with others the wrong 
and the right way to come to God. Nothing less than eternal life, both ours and theirs, is 
at stake! 
 
Application Questions 

● What acts of righteousness have I done with some intention of being seen by 
people? 

● When have I felt righteous and how did I show it? 
● When have I really recognized my sinfulness and how did I respond to it? 
● How often have I exalted myself only to be humbled?  
● When have I humbled myself and then been exalted? 
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