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The Righteous Shall Live by Faith  
 
Sermon Text: Galatians 3:10-14 
Study Texts: Romans 9:30-10:13 
 
Sermon Recap: In this week’s sermon, Pastor Jeff deals with the issues of Law and sin 
and their relation to one another. Paul outlines in this Galatians’ passage a very clear 
truth that is central to the gospel message: The righteous shall live by faith. It is through 
faith in Christ alone that people receive the blessings of God. As Paul shows, it can 
never be through keeping the Law, for the Law only leads to condemnation for man. 
David Platt and Tony Merida remind us, “The Law was given to remind us that we are 
cursed under the judgment of God because we fail to do everything written in the book 
of the Law.”  Those who follow Jesus, trusting only in His finished work on the cross, 1

are those who live in righteousness through faith.  
 
Sermon Connection: It is important for us to see the heart of Paul’s argument. “The 
righteous shall live by faith” is a foundational biblical truth. The Gospel of God is 
completely the work of His grace, and man can add nothing on his account. As we’ve 
seen in the sermon, the Law not only does not provide a way for works righteousness, it 
also increases the weight of our sin. Therefore, we will see in this passage from 
Romans 9-10 that the Law was never intended to save on its own, that the true gospel 
combats false ideas of salvation, and finally, that salvation is through faith alone in 
Christ alone.  
 
Lesson Plan 
Lesson Goal: The goal of this lesson is to see that salvation comes only through the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, and it is by faith in that gospel that the Christian lives a righteous 
life before the Lord. 
 
 
 

1  Galatians, Christ Centered Exposition, 64.  



Lesson Points 
Point 1: The Law was Never Intended to Save (9:30-33)  
Point 2: The Gospel Combats False Ideas of Salvation (10:1-8)  
Point 3: Salvation is through Faith Alone in Christ Alone (10:9-13)  
 
Opening Question: How many times have you heard someone say in our culture 
today, “What you believe doesn’t matter as long as you are sincere”?  How would you 
respond to them? 
 
Point 1: The Law was Never Intended to Save (9:30-33)  

● What point is Paul making about the difference between the Gentiles and the 
Jews in vv. 30-31?  

● Why would this be a big deal to the Jews?  
● What is the key point Paul makes in verse 32? 
● Is Paul saying that we can obey the Law through faith?  

 
Point 2: The Gospel Combats False Ideas of Salvation (10:1-8)  

● In 10:1, Paul says that he prays for the salvation of the Jews. Why would he pray 
this? (see 9:30-33)  

● What is Paul saying about the Jews in verses 2-4? How does Proverbs 9:10 
factor in? 

● How do you see this playing out in your own life?  
● In verse 5, what exactly is Paul saying about living according to the Law? 
● Does Paul answer this in Galatians 3:10-12? 
● How does Paul compare and contrast the Law and the Gospel in Rm. 10:6-8? 

 
Point 3: Salvation is through Faith Alone in Christ Alone (10:9-13)  

● Paul has sufficiently dealt with the false idea of salvation through keeping the law 
(9:30-10:8). How then does salvation come?  

● According to what we have studied, are belief and faith works (10-13)?  
● How do vv. 9-13 help better understand the call to missions? How does it 

motivate us to pray, send and go? 
 
Application Questions 

● Take some time in your growth group and ask members to practice giving a 
gospel presentation based on this text of Scripture (find an example below).  

● How is the gospel of grace at work in your own life concerning a works-based 
righteousness? 

● How are you teaching your family/children about the gospel of grace?  



● In what ways are you living by faith and not by works?  
● In what ways are you faithlessly trying to earn your salvation?  

 
Gospel Explanation from Romans 9:30-10:13 
Hope in life is something we all want and long for, and our natural bent is to try, try, try. 
We want to exert our own goodness, our own might and influence to make sure we are 
good. We want to make sure that we do have hope….and we struggle because our 
natural minds tell us that the only way we will have hope is if we’re good, if we’ve 
earned it, if we’re worthy.  
 
But this idea is not the gospel. In Romans 9:30-33, we are reminded that the hope for 
salvation from sin is not found in our works or worth; it is found only in the righteousness 
of God in Jesus Christ. We obtain that hope by faith and not by works.  
 
And just to make sure we grasp this, the Bible shows us that those who labor to make 
themselves worthy fall far short and will never obtain salvation in that way (10:1-8). But, 
the Bible is also so very gracious and reveals that the gospel of hope is not some far off 
prize that we must fight, strive and exert ourselves for. No, the gospel is very near; it is 
for our taking; it is given that we might have true hope.  
 
The Bible tells us that the gospel is for those who confess with their mouth that Jesus is 
Lord and believe in their heart that God raised Him from the dead. This is not a magic 
incantation but a confession about what is true of our hearts. You see, we can never be 
truly brought to God unless He does so, and He will not do so without justifying us 
through the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus. Therefore, the Bible tells us that 
those who truly believe in Jesus are justified forever, given the hope of being with God 
forever, and freed to live righteous, God-honoring lives...forever.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


