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Sons of Abraham 
 
Sermon Text: Galatians 3:1-9 
Study Texts: Romans 4:1-12  
 
Sermon Recap: In this passage of Scripture, Paul continues to make his argument against 
works righteousness by appealing to the whole Bible. He first deals with Abraham and God’s 
call on his life. In all likelihood, Abraham was a pagan man when God came to him and gave 
him the promise of blessing and salvation. Abraham had not lived an exemplary life somehow 
catching God’s attention. Rather, Abraham was an idolatrous man whom God had mercy 
upon. We see that it was only through faith that Abraham received the great and eternal 
blessing of God, and it was to this that Paul was appealing in our Galatians text. Just as 
Abraham was saved through faith alone and not an outward sign, so we too are only saved 
through faith alone. All who follow in the faith family are sons and daughters of Abraham.  
 
Sermon Connection: Paul’s appeal to God working in the life of Abraham is not only found 
in Galatians; he also appeals to the life of Abraham in Romans 4. There, we read how God 
justified Abraham through faith even before Abraham had obeyed any of God’s commands. 
You will recall the definition of justification which is “the gracious act of God by which God 
declares a sinner righteous solely through faith in Jesus Christ.” This is precisely Paul’s point 
in Romans 4. Abraham’s salvation had nothing to do with his works, for as Paul says, if it 
had, Abraham could have boasted in that. But, in fact, salvation is totally dependent on 
God-given faith through which we are justified and made right before the Lord. Therefore, we 
are sons and daughters of Abraham, because we have been saved through the same faith, 
by the same Lord, apart from works and all for God’s glory! 
 
 
Lesson Plan 
Lesson Goal: The goal of this lesson is to see that God saves on the basis of His grace 
alone. Abraham received the promise of salvation, not by works, but by faith. 
 
Lesson Points 
1. The Gain of Works: Nothing (vv. 1-8)  
2. Abraham, the Forerunner and Example (vv. 9-12)  
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The Context: In Romans 4, Paul is continuing his explanation of the gospel and man’s total 
need for salvation through faith alone. Having just explained the gospel truth of God’s 
justification through Christ alone, Paul shows how this has been the mission of God from the 
outset. Abraham was not saved through works, for he received the gospel promise before he 
ever obeyed. 
 
Opening Question: What are common ways people try to “earn” their own salvation? In what 
ways have you tried to earn your own good standing before God?  
 
 

Transition Statement: Knowing how common a trap works righteousness is for so 
many people, including ourselves, let's look at our passage from Romans and see 
what Paul says about this real-life issue.  

 
 
Point 1: The Gain of Works: Nothing (vv. 1-8)  
What did Abraham gain through his own efforts? See also Genesis 15:1-6; 16; 20.   1

In this Romans passage, Paul reflects on the nature and reality of God’s dealings with 
Abraham. Looking back through a “redemptive-historical hermeneutic,”  Paul rightly 2

understands that God was revealing the gospel through His promise to Abraham. So, it is 
right to say that Abraham did not work for his salvation; he received it through faith.  
 
Why is salvation not through works according to Paul? (vv. 2-4) 
Paul is making an argument that salvation cannot be through our works for one simple 
reason: It would be owed to us. Throughout the Bible, and just as Paul has just shown here, 
salvation is the gift of God by means of faith. There is no one who can work himself/herself 
unto God. Paul writes, “For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast 
about…” And this is true. If Abraham’s justification came through his own effort, then he 
could/should boast. But Paul continues, “but not before God.” Abraham has no standing 
before the Lord by means of his own work...it gained him no eternal hope. 
 

 
 
 

1  For further study, see Pastor Jeff’s Genesis series dealing with the Abrahamic texts found at 
http://parkwoodonline.org/sermons/series/god-of-abraham-and-isaac  
 
2  This phrase means that Paul was reading and understanding the Bible through the lens of the gospel. On this 
side of the cross, we are able to more fully understand all that God was doing throughout redemptive history. 
Jesus also utilized this method of biblical interpretation in Luke 24:13-34; Peter in Acts 2:14-36; and Stephen in 
Acts 7. 
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What did Abraham’s works gain him? 
Paul goes on to ask the question, “For what does the Scripture say?” Or to say it 
differently, “Does the Bible agree that Abraham did it on his own?” As we know, 
Abraham was a thorough failure in his own right, stepping outside of the promise, 
repeatedly sinning and failing to believe. Had it been up to him, his works would have 
fallen far short. But, as Paul writes, “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him 
as righteousness.” His salvation came through faith alone, not as a result of his own 
obedience or works. 

 
Paul is making a distinction between faith and works in verse 5. How do verses 6-8 help us 
understand what Paul is saying about the difference between faith and works?  
Paul writes, “...to the one who does not work but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, 
his faith is counted as righteousness...” Thus, there is a distinct difference between faith and 
works. Quoting David, (once again using a Redemptive-historical hermeneutic), Paul helps us 
see the difference. Verse 7 does not say, “Blessed are those whose works are righteous and 
worthy of salvation.” On the contrary, we see our best works, apart from grace, are lawless 
acts against God Himself. If we are trying to save ourselves through our works, we are 
idolizing ourselves, and thus being lawless before the Lord. Even our best efforts, apart from 
grace, are sins against God. This is why David writes, “blessed is the man against whom the 
Lord will not count his sin.”  

 
Are there areas in your life where you are/have been guilty of this faulty thinking, 
thinking you can work your way unto God?  
Leader: Consider leading this portion by sharing some of your own struggles. Allow 
time for others to reflect and share.  

 
Transition Statement: As Paul has shown, Abraham was not saved by his own works. Let’s 
keep reading to see why God saved Abraham and the implications that he has for us today.  
 
Point 2: Abraham, the Forerunner and Example (vv. 9-12)  
What is Paul asking in verse 9?  
In this verse, Paul is further expounding on the nature of salvation and how God saves. Paul 
is asking whether or not Abraham received the gift of salvation before or after he obeyed the 
command to be circumcised. As we already know, salvation through faith is not a result of 
works, meaning that being obedient to the Old Testament command of circumcision could not 
have been the reason Abraham received the blessing of salvation.  
 
How, then, did Abraham receive the blessing? (vv. 10-11) 
Abraham received the blessing of salvation through faith in God. Paul writes, “He received 
the sign of circumcision as a seal of righteousness that he had by faith while he was still 
uncircumcised.” This is Paul’s way of saying Abraham could not have earned salvation by 
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obediently following through with circumcision, for he received the promise before he ever 
obeyed.  
 

How does this help us understand Abraham’s role in the Bible, both in Romans 4 and 
Galatians 3?  
Paul writes in vs. 11, “The purpose was to make him the father of all who believe…” 
Abraham’s role was to be the spiritual father (ancestor) of all who believe in God 
through faith. Just as Abraham was saved by faith alone, so all who are truly saved 
are so by faith alone.  
 

How does verses 11-12 help us understand true salvation and the life of faith? 
Paul says in Galatians 3:8 that the Scripture preached the gospel to Abraham. This means 
that through God’s dealings with Abraham, we get a pre-Christ glimpse of the gospel 
(Redemp. Hist. Hermeneutic). In Romans 4:11-12, Paul shows that because Abraham 
received the blessing of salvation before circumcision, salvation is not by works but solely by 
faith. Furthermore, we see that the sign of faith—which for Abraham was circumcision but for 
NT believers is the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8)—is accompanied by obedient living. We are to walk 
in the footsteps of the faithful who have gone before, trusting in God and not ourselves.  
 
The Big Picture  
As Paul was laboring to keep the faith in the gospel alive and fervent among the Galatian 
churches, he reminded them of the faithful work of God throughout history. While men and 
women were trying to add to the gospel of God by admonishing works, Paul faithfully 
reminded the Galatians that salvation never comes through works, only through faith. As we 
have seen in Romans 4, Abraham, having received the gift of salvation before he ever 
obeyed, had no ground for boasting in himself.  Rather, we see that Abraham’s salvation was 
an early proclamation of the gospel; it was a glimpse into the future of God’s redemptive plan; 
it was a declaration that God saves by His work alone! 
 
Application Questions 

● Why is it important for us to know that the same gospel that saves us now also saved 
Abraham? 

● What areas of your life are you boasting in your own works? How do you need to 
repent?  

● In what what ways are you leading your home to trust only in the saving work of God? 
● Are there areas of your home where you are encouraging works righteousness? If so, 

what are they? 
● How might your parenting be teaching works righteousness? How can you overcome 

that? 
● How can you, as a growth group, keep each other from the trap of works 

righteousness?  
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