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Sons of Abraham 
 
Sermon Text: Galatians 3:1-9 
Study Texts: Romans 4:1-12  
 
Sermon Recap: In this passage of Scripture, Paul continues to make his argument 
against works righteousness by appealing to the whole Bible. He first deals with 
Abraham and God’s call on his life. In all likelihood, Abraham was a pagan man when 
God came to him and gave him the promise of blessing and salvation. Abraham had not 
lived an exemplary life somehow catching God’s attention. Rather, Abraham was an 
idolatrous man whom God had mercy upon. We see that it was only through faith that 
Abraham received the great and eternal blessing of God, and it was to this that Paul 
was appealing in our Galatians text. Just as Abraham was saved through faith alone 
and not an outward sign, so we too are only saved through faith alone. All who follow in 
the faith family are sons and daughters of Abraham.  
 
Sermon Connection: Paul’s appeal to God working in the life of Abraham is not only 
found in Galatians; he also appeals to the life of Abraham in Romans 4. There, we read 
how God justified Abraham through faith even before Abraham had obeyed any of 
God’s commands. You will recall the definition of justification which is “the gracious act 
of God by which God declares a sinner righteous solely through faith in Jesus Christ.” 
This is precisely Paul’s point in Romans 4. Abraham’s salvation had nothing to do with 
his works, for as Paul says, if it had, Abraham could have boasted in that. But, in fact, 
salvation is totally dependent on God-given faith through which we are justified and 
made right before the Lord. Therefore, we are sons and daughters of Abraham, 
because we have been saved through the same faith, by the same Lord, apart from 
works and all for God’s glory! 
 
Lesson Plan 
Lesson Goal: The goal of this lesson is to see that God saves on the basis of His grace 
alone. Abraham received the promise of salvation, not by works, but by faith. 
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Lesson Points 
1. The Gain of Works: Nothing (vv. 1-8)  
2. Abraham, the Forerunner and Example (vv. 9-12)  
 
The Context: In Romans 4, Paul is continuing his explanation of the gospel and man’s 
total need for salvation through faith alone. Having just explained the gospel truth of 
God’s justification through Christ alone, Paul shows how this has been the mission of 
God from the outset. Abraham was not saved through works, for he received the gospel 
promise before he ever obeyed. 
 
Opening Question: What are common ways people try to “earn” their own salvation? In 
what ways have you tried to earn your own good standing before God?  
 
Point 1: The Gain of Works: Nothing (vv. 1-8)  

● What did Abraham gain through his own efforts? See also Genesis 15:1-6; 16; 
20.   1

● Why is salvation not through works according to Paul? (vv. 2-4) 
● What did Abraham’s works gain him? 
● Paul is making a distinction between faith and works in verse 5. How do verses 

6-8 help us understand what Paul is saying about the difference between faith 
and works?  

● Are there areas in your life where you are/have been guilty of this faulty thinking, 
thinking you can work your way unto God?  

 
Point 2: Abraham, the Forerunner and Example (vv. 9-12)  

● What is Paul asking in verse 9? 
● How, then, did Abraham receive the blessing? (vv. 10-11) 
● How does this help us understand Abraham’s role in the Bible, both in Romans 4 

and Galatians 3?  
● How does verses 11-12 help us understand true salvation and the life of faith? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1  For further study, see Pastor Jeff’s Genesis series dealing with the Abrahamic texts found at 
http://parkwoodonline.org/sermons/series/god-of-abraham-and-isaac  
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Application Questions 
● Why is it important for us to know that the same gospel that saves us now also 

saved Abraham? 
● What areas of your life are you boasting in your own works? How do you need to 

repent?  
● In what what ways are you leading your home to trust only in the saving work of 

God? 
● Are there areas of your home where you are encouraging works righteousness? 

If so, what are they? 
● How might your parenting be teaching works righteousness? How can you 

overcome that? 
● How can you, as a growth group, keep each other from the trap of works 

righteousness?  
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