
Leader Guide 
November 5, 2017 

Gospel Clarity  
 
Sermon Text: Galatians 1:1-5 
Study Texts: Ephesians 2:1-10 
 
Sermon Recap: The focus of this week’s sermon is Gospel Clarity. Paul, writing to the 
churches of Galatia, desires that they understand the Gospel. To do this, he begins his 
letter with a clear presentation of the good news: “Paul, an apostle—not from men 
nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him 
from the dead—and all the brothers who are with me, To the churches of Galatia: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the 
will of our God and Father, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen” 
(Galatians 1:1-5). Jesus Christ lived, died, and rose again to save sinners for the glory 
of God - that’s the Gospel. 
 
Sermon Connection: To deepen our understanding of Gospel Clarity, we will look at 
Ephesians 2:1-10. These verses reveal the depths of what God has done for His 
people. There are two major divisions in this passage. The first, Ephesians 2:1-3, 
emphasizes our need for salvation. Paul gives the spiritual diagnosis of believers prior 
to being saved. Before someone repents and believes the Gospel, they are dead in sin 
and under the wrath of God. That’s the bad news. But as someone once said, “Bad 
news is the backdrop in which good news really shines.” Ephesians 2:4-10, the second 
part of this passage, reveals the good news -- God’s work of salvation. Paul begins 
verse 4 with, “But God…”  These are the most gracious words a sinner could hear. In 
the Gospel, God is merciful to sinners.  
 
Lesson Plan 
Lesson Goal: The goal of this lesson is to understand that believers have been brought 
from death to life by grace.  
 
Lesson Points: 

1. Our Need for Salvation (2:1-3) 
2. God’s Work of Salvation (2:4-10) 
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The Context: Paul begins the first chapter of Ephesians with an explosion of praise for 
the spiritual blessings of the Church in Christ, “Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places...” (vs. 3-14). Then in 1:15-23, Paul prays for his readers to be 
empowered by God’s Spirit to know the fullness of what it means to be reconciled to 
God. Now in Ephesians 2:1-10, Paul further explains and celebrates the grace of God. 
These ten verses beautifully and clearly explain why God’s grace is worth celebrating 
for eternity! 
  
Opening Question: Why is it important to be clear with the Gospel? 
The gospel is powerful but only to those who believe. And it’s impossible to believe 
without understanding. As a result, it’s our obligation as Christians to be crystal clear 
about the gospel message.  

● What is the Gospel? The gospel comes from the Greek word for “good news.” 
And all good news begins with bad news. God created humankind to love and to 
love Him. However, we turned our backs on God through our rebellion and sin. 
That sin could only be covered by a sacrifice, but continual animal sacrifices 
weren’t enough. We needed something more. That is when God sent His Son, 
God in the flesh, to live with us and die for us. But on the third day, He rose again 
from the grave and is now seated at God’s right hand. Whoever puts all their trust 
in Him will have eternal life. That’s it. That’s the gospel. 

 
Transition Statement: In order to be clear with the Gospel, we must understand our 
condition prior to becoming a Christian.  
 
Point 1: Our Need for Salvation 
Ephesians 2:1 teaches that Christians are alive from the dead: “And you were dead 
in the trespasses and sins...” To understand this, we must sufficiently grasp what it 
means to be “dead in trespasses and sins.”  
What characterizes a person who is “dead in trespasses and sins”? 

1. The dead have no spiritual life in Christ. To be dead according to God is to be 
insensitive and lifeless toward Jesus Christ - no life-changing affections for the 
saving work of Jesus. The Bible reveals this by teaching man is hostile, 
separated, and lifeless toward God. He does not love God (see Romans 8:7). He 
does not fellowship with God (Isaiah 59:2). He does not obey God (Romans 
3:23). 
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Take it deeper: What are some verses that reveal man’s deadness to 
Christ? 

● Matthew 12:21-24 - The world thought Jesus was a demon.  
● Matthew 27:27-30 - The world crucified Jesus.  
● Romans 1:30 - The world hates God. 
● 2 Corinthians 4:4 - The world cannot see the glory of Christ. 

2. The dead live lives full of transgressions. Our deadness is also characterized “in” 
lives full of “transgressions.” This means breaking God’s law. 

Take it deeper: What are some verses that reveal man’s lawlessness? 
● John 3:19 - Man loves darkness. 
● Ecclesiastes 7:20 - Man breaks God’s laws.  
● John 8:34 - Man is a slave to sin.  

 
Read Ephesians 2:2-3. Paul goes deeper into a person’s condition prior to conversion. 
He unpacks three powers (some call it the “Trinity of Evil”) that once held us captive. 
Can you identify them? 

1. The ways of the world: “following the course of this world” 
2. The influence of Satan: “following the prince of the power of the air” 
3. The wickedness of our nature: “carrying out the desires of the body/the flesh” 

○ These verses also teach that man is “by nature a child of wrath.” Man is 
sinful by nature. In other words, we are not sinners because we sin, we sin 
because we are sinners. Someone once said, “Trying to tell man to stop 
sinning is like trying to tell a dog to stop barking.” At the heart level, man is 
a sinner. 

 
Look back at your life before you were a Christian. How were these three powers, the 
world, the flesh, and the devil at work in you? 
Allow for personal response. 
 
Taking all of this into account, what does this teach about our need for grace?  

1. We are in need of a spiritual life we cannot give ourselves.  
○ Quote: “People cannot move towards God because were spiritually dead, 

and corpses can’t move.”  
○ See also John 10:10. 

2. We are in need of a freedom from sin that we cannot give ourselves.  
○ Romans 8:8, “Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.” 
○ See also John 8:31-38. 

3. We are in need of a new nature that we cannot give ourselves.  
○ John 3:7, “Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ ” 

3 



○ John 6:63, “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The 
words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life.” 

 
Transition Statement: This is what makes God’s grace so amazing! In the Gospel, 
God does for us what we do not deserve and what we cannot do.  
 
People write songs and books about God’s “Amazing Grace.” Some even give their 
children the name “Grace.” Why do Christians make a big deal about God’s grace? 
BB Warfield said, “Grace is free sovereign favor to the ill-deserving.” God’s grace 
means His generosity, His undeserved kindness towards us. A Christian truly 
understands God’s grace.  
 
Point 2: God’s Work of Salvation (vv. 4-10) 
Paul now celebrates God’s grace in reaching down to us in our utter helplessness. 
Read Ephesians 2:4-6. What do we learn of God’s grace? 

1. God saves to make us alive (vv. 5-6). God brings us to life by the indwelling of 
His Spirit.  

a. Take it deeper: Turn to Ezekiel 37. Ezekiel is given a dramatic vision of 
this miracle. The valley of death represented the spiritual life of Israel, but 
we (all people) are all born in that condition. Although man appears 
healthy, he is actually a spiritual skeleton utterly dead to God. Yet in this 
vision, the skeletons (the dry bones) were brought to life by the Spirit of 
God.  

2. God saves to display His grace (v. 7). “...in the coming ages He might show 
the immeasurable riches of His grace...”  

a. How can you use this verse to help someone understand why God saved 
them? Some people give a very simple answer. They say that God saved 
them because they put their trust and faith in Christ. On the surface, that's 
certainly a legitimate answer, because we are justified through faith, and 
we are called to make that response. But the deeper question is, “Why did 
you respond to the gospel when you heard it, but someone else who 
heard it -- even the very same presentation at the same moment -- did not 
respond to it?” What was in you that caused you to respond positively 
while others rejected it? The simple answer is grace! The only difference 
between the one who believes the gospel and the one who rejects it is that 
God gave the grace to believe to the individual who believes. 

b. How does understanding the free and sovereign grace of God affect how 
you worship? It completely radicalizes our worship. Knowing that God has 
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chosen to have mercy on us is the fuel for a life of worship - a life of giving 
ourselves for the glory of God.  

Read Ephesians 2:8-10. How does Paul further elaborate on God’s grace? 
1. Our salvation is a gracious gift (v. 8). 

a. Quote: “To know I am saved by grace liberates me from the pride of 
imagining I can save myself and the terror of realizing I can’t.” Richard 
Coekin  

2. It is a gift received by faith (v. 8). 
a. What is faith? Hebrews 11:1, "Now faith is the assurance of things hoped 

for and the conviction of things not seen." This definition of Faith contains 
two thoughts -- trust and knowing - affirming truth.  

3. Paul clarifies with a negative, “it is not by works” (vv. 8-9). 
a. Why is Paul careful to include that salvation is not by works? The Christian 

message is unlike any other message. Salvation is not by works! We do 
not develop a good record and give it to God. Instead, Christ developed 
the perfect record for us and gives it to us by faith. Also, God saves us so 
that we will not boast.  

4. We are saved to do good works in gratitude (v. 10).  
a. To know that God has saved us for good works should motivate us to 

serve and share Christ!  
 
 
The Big Picture  
Paul has clearly revealed God’s grace toward believers. God has brought us from death 
to life by grace. We have been saved from death by nature to life by grace. Indeed, the 
grace of Christ is an amazing grace! As a result, believers give their lives to serve and 
share Christ. We delight in serving Jesus, not to be saved, but because we have been 
saved. Can you see why God’s grace is truly, “Amazing Grace”?  
 
Application Questions 

● How has this passage helped you gain a clearer understanding of the Gospel? 
● Have you passed from death to life, or are you either ignoring eternity or trusting 

your own efforts to take you there? Do you need God’s grace to give you life in 
Christ? 

● How could you use this passage to clearly share the Gospel? 
● As a believer, in what ways are you serving Christ? 
● How are you leading your family to see and understand the grace of God? 
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