
Bible Study Guide 
November 5, 2017 

Gospel Clarity  
 
Sermon Text: Galatians 1:1-5 
Study Texts: Ephesians 2:1-10 
 
Sermon Recap: The focus of this week’s sermon is Gospel Clarity. Paul, writing to the 
churches of Galatia, desires that they understand the Gospel. To do this, he begins his 
letter with a clear presentation of the good news: “Paul, an apostle—not from men 
nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him 
from the dead—and all the brothers who are with me, To the churches of Galatia: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the 
will of our God and Father, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen” 
(Galatians 1:1-5). Jesus Christ lived, died, and rose again to save sinners for the glory 
of God - that’s the Gospel. 
 
Sermon Connection: To deepen our understanding of Gospel Clarity, we will look at 
Ephesians 2:1-10. These verses reveal the depths of what God has done for His 
people. There are two major divisions in this passage. The first, Ephesians 2:1-3, 
emphasizes our need for salvation. Paul gives the spiritual diagnosis of believers prior 
to being saved. Before someone repents and believes the Gospel, they are dead in sin 
and under the wrath of God. That’s the bad news. But as someone once said, “Bad 
news is the backdrop in which good news really shines.” Ephesians 2:4-10, the second 
part of this passage, reveals the good news -- God’s work of salvation. Paul begins 
verse 4 with, “But God…”  These are the most gracious words a sinner could hear. In 
the Gospel, God is merciful to sinners.  
 
Lesson Plan 
Lesson Goal: The goal of this lesson is to understand that believers have been brought 
from death to life by grace.  
 
Lesson Points: 

1. Our Need for Salvation (2:1-3) 
2. God’s Work of Salvation (2:4-10) 
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The Context: Paul begins the first chapter of Ephesians with an explosion of praise for 
the spiritual blessings of the Church in Christ, “Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places...” (vs. 3-14). Then in 1:15-23, Paul prays for his readers to be 
empowered by God’s Spirit to know the fullness of what it means to be reconciled to 
God. Now in Ephesians 2:1-10, Paul further explains and celebrates the grace of God. 
These ten verses beautifully and clearly explain why God’s grace is worth celebrating 
for eternity! 
  
Opening Question: Why is it important to be clear with the Gospel? 
 
Point 1: Our Need for Salvation 
Ephesians 2:1 teaches that Christians are alive from the dead: “And you were dead 
in the trespasses and sins...” To understand this, we must sufficiently grasp what it 
means to be “dead in trespasses and sins.”  

● What characterizes a person who is “dead in trespasses and sins”? 
● What are some verses that reveal man’s deadness to Christ? 
● What are some verses that reveal man’s lawlessness? 

Read Ephesians 2:2-3. Paul goes deeper into a person’s condition prior to conversion.  
● He unpacks three powers (some call it the “Trinity of Evil”) that once held us 

captive. Can you identify them? 
● Look back at your life before you were a Christian. How were these three 

powers, the world, the flesh, and the devil at work in you? 
● Taking all of this into account, what does this teach about our need for grace?  

 
 
People write songs and books about God’s “Amazing Grace.” Some even give their 
children the name “Grace.” Why do Christians make a big deal about God’s grace? 
 
Point 2: God’s Work of Salvation (vv. 4-10) 
Paul now celebrates God’s grace in reaching down to us in our utter helplessness. 
Read Ephesians 2:4-6. What do we learn of God’s grace? 

● How can you use this verse to help someone understand why God saved them? 
● How does understanding the free and sovereign grace of God affect how you 

worship? 
● Read Ephesians 2:8-10. How does Paul further elaborate on God’s grace? 
● What is faith?  

Why is Paul careful to include that salvation is not by works?  
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The Big Picture  
Paul has clearly revealed God’s grace toward believers. God has brought us from death 
to life by grace. We have been saved from death by nature to life by grace. Indeed, the 
grace of Christ is an amazing grace! As a result, believers give their lives to serve and 
share Christ. We delight in serving Jesus, not to be saved, but because we have been 
saved. Can you see why God’s grace is truly, “Amazing Grace”?  
 
Application Questions 

● How has this passage helped you gain a clearer understanding of the Gospel? 
● Have you passed from death to life, or are you either ignoring eternity or trusting 

your own efforts to take you there? Do you need God’s grace to give you life in 
Christ? 

● How could you use this passage to clearly share the Gospel? 
● As a believer, in what ways are you serving Christ? 
● How are you leading your family to see and understand the grace of God? 
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