
 
Leader Guide 

 November 26, 2017 
Justification by Faith 

  
Sermon Text: Galatians 2:11-16 
Study Text: Romans 3:20-26 
  
Sermon Recap: The believers in Galatia had fallen victim to false teachers that were 
teaching a combination of God’s grace with human effort. The churches of Galatia were 
founded on the doctrine of justification by grace alone, through faith alone, and in Christ 
alone by the Apostle Paul. But Judaizers (Galatians 2:14) were teaching that in order for 
a Christian to be saved and thus be truly right with God, he must conform to the Mosaic 
Law, which in essence, meant the sacrifice of Christ was insufficient. Adding anything to 
the work of Christ nullifies God’s grace. Paul’s letter to the Galatians was an attempt to 
correct this false doctrine and exhort the Galatians to stand firm and rest in the 
undeserved blessing of God’s grace. 
  
Sermon Connection: Still yet today, many people have a difficult time believing that 
God’s salvation is free. They wrongly think they must offer some sort of payment, 
penance or effort to pay for or work off the debt of sin we owe.  The book of Romans 
was written to lay the foundational truth of God’s gospel of grace, unmerited favor. We 
must understand that we can never justify ourselves before God.  From our study of this 
text, we will see the futility of our own efforts to be made righteous in the eyes of God, 
and in contrast, we will see our absolute dependence upon God’s righteousness for 
justification.  We can live confidently when God justifies us through faith.  In the study, 
we will focus on these three points: (1) Attempting to keep the law only reveals our 
sinfulness rather than attaining righteousness, (2) The righteousness of God through 
faith, and (3) God alone can and does grant justice. 

  
Lesson Goal: To correctly understand that we can never justify ourselves before God, 
but we can, however, live confidently when God justifies us through faith. 
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Justify - to justify is to declare righteous, to make one right with God. 
 “Justification is the gracious act of God by which God declares a sinner righteous solely 
through faith in Jesus Christ.”    1

  
2 Corinthians 5:21 - “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in 
him we might become the righteousness of God.” 
  
Lesson Points: 

1. Attempting to keep the law only reveals our sinfulness rather than attaining 
righteousness. (Romans 3:20) 

2. The righteousness of God through faith (Romans 3:21-25) 
3. God alone can and does grant justice. (Romans 3:26) 

  
The Context: In the book of Romans, Paul dedicates the first three chapters to 
establishing that all people are unrighteous, incapable of righteousness on their own; 
sinners, enemies of God, deserving the wrath of God. He now turns the corner to 
proclaim that “Justification is the gracious act of God by which God declares a sinner 
righteous solely through faith in Jesus Christ.” 
  
Opening Question: What are some ways people attempt to justify (gain right-standing 
with) themselves before God? 

● Keeping “most” of the 10 commandments 
● Comparing their sin to the “greater sin” of others 
● Church attendance 
● Humanitarian efforts 
● Good works 

  
Transition Statement: One of the greatest misconceptions of life is that somehow man 
can make himself acceptable to God through his own efforts of observing his own moral 
code, practicing certain rituals, or even keeping the 10 commandments. In this passage, 
we will see that the Law (10 commandments) only reveals our unrighteousness due to 
our inability to obey the Law completely. 
  
 
 
 

1Platt, Merida p. 45 
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Point 1: Attempting to keep the law only reveals our sinfulness rather than 
attaining righteousness. (Romans 3:20) 
The Law of God was given to us NOT as a means of gaining God’s favor by keeping it. 
Instead, the Law was given to reveal our inability to keep it. In addition, God has given 
us the law to reveal even our lack of desire to be holy before Him.  
 
What does “The Law” reveal about our sinfulness? 
The Law shows us how desperately sinful we are. Over and over again the Law points 
out all of the different ways that we sin and need to be cleansed—our thoughts, our 
actions, and even the actions of people around us and the things that just happen in the 
normal course of life (Lev. 4-5; 15; Num. 35). Reading through the Law, you begin to 
wonder how anyone could go a single day without being corrupted by sin in some way. 
And that’s just the point. You can’t. The Law doesn’t free God’s people from sin; only He 
can do that. Instead, God’s law reveals to us how desperately sinful we are.  
 
Why does keeping the Law not lead to righteousness? 
We are not made righteous by keeping the Law, because no one can keep it perfectly. If 
we could earn right-standing with God by our perfect obedience to God’s Law, salvation 
would not be by grace alone, and we then could boast. Nothing that we do by way of 
obedience (here called, “the works of the Law”) will ever be good enough, because we 
all have sinned and fall short of God’s glory (3:23). God gave the Law to reveal His 
standard of absolute righteousness, not to be the way of salvation. 
 
Why is it impossible for us to “work off’ the debt of sin we owe by keeping the Law? 
We have no righteousness on our own to bring. Isaiah 64:6 - “….our righteousness is as 
filthy rags.” On our best day, we have nothing to offer God of any worth that would merit 
His favor. So the law could not do what absolutely has to be done if we are to be 
rescued from our guilt and condemnation; it could not justify us. It could not set us right 
with God. It could not take away our guilt. It could not absorb our condemnation. What it 
did was show us our guilt.  Additionally, adding anything to the work of God through 
Christ for our justification nullifies the cross. The cross of Christ either satisfies all of our 
sin debt or none of it.  
 
Transition Statement: We are completely unable to keep the Law; we cannot satisfy 
the righteous demands of God on our own; the righteousness must be attained outside 
of ourselves. 
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Point 2: The righteousness of God through faith. (Romans 3:21-25) 
After having proven that it is impossible for man to provide his own righteousness, Paul 
begins demonstrating that God has graciously provided a righteousness for man that 
comes from God on the basis of faith in Christ for those who believe. 
 
Scripture states that we are all guilty of sin and thus deserving of God’s wrath. There is 
no service, sacrifice or offering that can be made by man that will satisfy God’s wrath. 
 
Propitiation (propitiate) - to regain favor with God by satisfying His wrath against our 
sin because of Jesus; to appease. 
 
Thankfully for us, God has provided satisfaction for His wrath (propitiation) with His Own 
sacrifice, Jesus; the righteous, sinless Son of God who served as our substitute to 
appease the wrath of God. If we do not, by faith, trust Christ for forgiveness of sin, the 
only alternative we have is to pay the price of sin on our own by being punished and 
placed in hell for all eternity. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PaucbxVIhr4 (Optional movie clip illustration) 
 

● A NOTE REGARDING THE VIDEO - The link above is a 4 minute movie clip 
from the WWII movie To End All Wars. It demonstrates a brief but graphic 
depiction of one man willfully laying down his own life for another in a Japanese 
prisoner of war camp. It is up to the GG leader’s discretion whether or not to use 
after previewing.  

 
What does the Bible mean by “falling short of the glory of God”? 
It means falling short of God’s standard of righteousness. If our righteousness is “as 
filthy rags” (Isa. 64:6), and the standard God demands is Christ’s perfection, then 
certainly we fall short of God’s standard. 
 
Why is it necessary for God to still punish sin even if He has forgiven sin? 
Because God is just, sin cannot go unpunished. Someone must absorb the wrath of 
God for sin.  God-sent consequences of forgiven sin is not to settle accounts demanded 
by retributive justice. The aim of the God-sent consequences of forgiven sin are (1) to 
demonstrate the exceeding evil of sin, (2) to show that God does not take sin lightly 
even when He lays aside His punishment, and (3) to humble and sanctify the forgiven 
sinner. 
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Thus Hebrews 12:6 teaches that “the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises 
every son whom he receives.” 

If James 2:19 states, “You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons 
believe--and shudder!” and Romans 3:22 states, “the righteousness of God through 
faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe.” What does it mean to believe in God? 
To believe in God/Jesus is to trust fully in Christ as our Savior and to rely on His death 
as payment for our sin and His resurrection as the guarantee of eternal life. Because of 
our firm belief in God, we base the decisions of our lives on this truth.  
  
Transition Statement: Once the wrath of God is satisfied, man can then be declared 
righteous but only so by God. 
 
Point 3: God alone can and does grant justice. (Romans 3:26) 
Because God is holy and just, He must punish sin. Because all mankind is guilty of sin, 
we are under the wrath of God and deserve God’s wrath as punishment for our sin. 
Because God alone is righteous, He is the only One who is qualified to justify. This 
makes Him both the Just One and the Justifier. 
 
Now why does God need to demonstrate His righteousness? 
Because in the forbearance of God, He passed over the sins previously committed; 
[then he repeats this aim lest we miss it] for the demonstration, I say, of His 
righteousness at the present time, so that He would be just and the justifier of the one 
who has faith in Jesus. 
 
How can God be just and still justify those who sin?  
God is able to justify sinful people (meaning declare them righteous) while remaining 
just Himself, because though they were guilty, the penalty for their sins was paid by 
someone else. Jesus Christ took the guilt of their sins on Himself and bore the wrath of 
His Father in their place—the wrath they deserved. 
 
When you, by faith, trust ONLY in the death of Christ on the cross as payment for your 
sin, the wrath of God is satisfied on your account. 
 
John Stott once said, “How does the purpose and costliness of the cross, namely that I 
owe my life to His death, grip me in such a way that I am left with no alternative but to 
live for Him?” Calls for personal response. 
 
 

5 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2012.6


What does it mean when Scripture states that God is the Justifier? 
God is the One who justifies, or declares righteous, those who place their faith in Christ 
and trust Him for forgiveness of sin.  The only way God can be just and the justifier of 
the ungodly is by Jesus Christ dying as a vicarious substitutionary sacrifice for my sins. 
Jesus is the propitiation for my sins that God might be just. Salvation is possible only 
because Jesus died as a substitute in my place. Jesus vindicated the law by dying as 
my substitute. Jesus bore the sentence for the believing sinner.  
 
The Big Picture 
We must never forget that we are sinners who have broken God’s Law. We are guilty 
and deserve death for our rebellion against God. We must understand that we can 
never justify ourselves before God. However, because Jesus took our place on the 
cross and bore the punishment we rightly deserved, we have been set free through 
faith.  We can live confidently when God justifies us through faith.  Never forget….Jesus 
took my place. I was guilty, Jesus was innocent. I am saved only by grace through faith 
in Him.  Luke 4:18 - “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to 
proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed.” 
 
Application Questions 

● Is there a longing in my heart today to one day see and eternally be with Jesus, 
the One who took my place? 

● In what ways am I embracing my justification through Christ?  
● In what ways is the truth of “Jesus in my place” affecting me day-to-day? 
● How is the truth of “Jesus in my place” influencing and shaping my home?  
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