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Entrusted with the Gospel 
 
Sermon Text: Galatians 1:11-2:20 
Study Texts: 1 Corinthians 9:15-23  
 
Sermon Recap: In this week’s sermon text, we see Paul reflecting on both his former life as 
a Jew and his new life in Christ through the gospel. He begins saying, “...the gospel that was 
preached by me is not man’s gospel.” He wants the Galatian churches to know that what has 
happened to him and through him is not of man’s doing but solely of God. He goes on to 
recount how, through the gospel, his life was radically changed. He was called out of 
darkness into the light of gospel grace, and a part of this new life included a new calling, a 
new mission. He writes, “...He Who had set me apart before I was born...in order that I might 
preach Him among the Gentiles…”  Paul had been entrusted with the gospel. His life was 
for God, for God’s glory, and for the work of the gospel! 
 
Sermon Connection: This passage from Galatians is not just describing what God did in 
Paul’s life. Rather, in describing Paul’s life, the Spirit is also commissioning us to—just as 
Paul did—go with the gospel. In 1 Corinthians 9:15-23, we read a more thorough 
understanding of what it means to be entrusted with the gospel. Having reflected on his rights 
as a Christ-follower, Paul makes it clear that the exercising and enjoying of those rights is 
always secondary to gospel proclamation. We see that the preaching and teaching of the 
gospel was Paul’s highest priority, his greatest joy, and his most valuable treasure. His 
pleasure and satisfaction were not fragile pleasures to be guarded but useful tools to make 
the gospel known. Thus, Paul willingly lays down his freedoms in order to submit himself to 
others (a truly countercultural idea, both then and now). He put others before himself but only 
for one reason...that they might know Jesus and the power of the gospel! 
 
Lesson Plan 
Lesson Goal: To see, that as followers of Jesus, we have been entrusted with this gospel 
message for the sake of making it known in the world. Our lives, therefore, are meant to be 
lived for this primary purpose.  
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Lesson Points: 
1. The Gospel: The Foundation of Our Calling  
2. Living for the Sake of Others  
3. The Gospel, Our Only Hope  

 
The Context: In this passage, Paul is addressing his personal lifestyle, and how the 
Christians in the Corinthian church should view their own lives. While we have new freedoms 
in Christ, making use of those freedoms is not worth compromising the gospel. And so, Paul 
goes on to explain how the gospel is both the primary treasure and primary hope in the life of 
every Christian.  
  
Opening Question:  
What groups of people in our community do you find more difficult to share the gospel with: 
the poor, the LGBT community, a particular ethnic group, students, others...? 
 
Transition Statement: As we think on Paul’s words in this passage, we must see that the 
call to gospel living is not isolated. It is intimately connected with the motivation of the gospel 
itself. We cling to the foundation of our calling which is the gospel. 
 
Point 1 - The Gospel: The Foundation of Our Calling (vv. 15-18) 
What are the rights Paul speaks of in verse 15? (See 9:3-12.)  
In verses 3-12, Paul outlines a lengthy list of rights he possesses as a Christian. He is free to 
eat and drink what he enjoys; he has the right to marry; he has the right to earn a living from 
the ministry, enjoying the fruits of his laborers and being fairly compensated for all that he 
does. These are not strange, self-seeking rights Paul speaks of. They are normal, and we 
often go out of our way to ensure that we possess the same.  
 

What is Paul’s purpose in saying he has not made use of them? What is he teaching? 
Paul’s point here is not to gloat in self-righteousness. He is not saying, “Look how 
great and selfless I am.” His point, rather, is to show that over and above keeping any 
personal rights, he would willingly give those rights away if keeping them meant 
sacrificing the gospel. Paul wants us to understand that the gospel is greater than any 
personal right or privilege we could ever possess.  

 
Paul’s ultimate aim in life is what? (v. 16)  
He makes the claim, “Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel.” Having lade the plea for the 
people of God to set aside their rights for the sake of the gospel, Paul nows adds a moral 
component; he adds an obedience clause. Paul is saying that more pressing than simply 
losing privileges for the gospel, he would actually be in the wrong to not preach the gospel; 
he would be in sin. We understand, then, that Paul’s ultimate aim in life is the proclamation of 
the gospel at any and all costs.  
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Why does he mention boasting? How should gospel ministry affect us?  
Paul mentions self-boasting here in a negative light. Our only boast is in the gospel 
which is a boast of total need. As we boast in the gospel, we proclaim to the world that 
Jesus is the only way to salvation, the only hope for forgiveness of sin, and the only 
true way to find peace with God. Too many pridefully boast often in their own ministry, 
their abilities, or their generosity. Paul’s words show us that being entrusted with the 
gospel only gives us one ground for boasting, and that is in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  

 
What is the ultimate reward for those entrusted with the gospel? 
Paul’s reward is not some hope of self-betterment; it is not the gaining of some wealth or 
prestige. Rather, Paul’s hope is to preach the true gospel. He has arranged his life in such a 
way as to preach this gospel at all costs. And in the end, we see that there is no greater 
treasure, no greater reward than this gospel; it is the highest, the greatest, the most lovely 
thing in the world.  
 

Are you embracing this as your own reward?  
Allow time for personal reflection and response.  

 
Transition Statement: Paul is a servant entrusted by God with the Gospel. He is obliged to 
preach the Gospel; it is his duty. His call to gospel-living motivated him to live in such a way 
so that the gospel will be preached to all men. 
 
Point 2 - Living for the Sake of Others (vv. 19-22)  
According to v. 19, what is Paul’s purpose in serving others? 
The clarity of Paul’s purpose can make this verse uncomfortable for many of us. He writes, 
“...I have made myself as servant to all, that I might win more of them.” Not only is he seeking 
to serve others, he is really making himself a servant. This means he is taking on a 
submissive style of living towards others, not just serving for a brief time. And for what 
reason? Why does Paul take on this new way of life that seems so contradictory to our 
worldview? He does it for the sake of Christ in the lives of others...For Paul, Jesus truly is all 
and in all (Col. 3:11). 
 

How does your own life compare to this? 
Allow time for personal reflection and response.  

 
What is Paul’s point in giving the examples he does in vv. 20-22? 
Paul does not simply say in verse 19 that he has become a servant to all peoples. In verses 
20-22, he provides real, concrete examples from his own life. These are not mere statements 
of things accomplished. Paul is inviting us to reflect on the real life struggle of ministry and 
the very real costs associated with it. Having been entrusted with the gospel, Paul 
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understood that this radically redefined his life’s purpose. No longer did he live for himself 
and for his own accomplishments and glories. His life was for God. J. B. Phillips captures 
Paul’s idea in his New Testament paraphrase saying, “I have, in short, been all things to all 
sorts of men that by every means possible I might win some to God.” Paul was not a fictional 
character written into the Bible as a means of teaching an ideal. He was a real man with a 
real life, real life struggles and a real life mission. And in verses 20-22, we see these in a real 
way. 
 

How should this affect my life, my participation in Growth Group? 
Allow time for personal reflection and response.  

 
Transition Statement: Paul becomes all things to all sorts of men...not for his own sake, not 
for fame or wealth, and not for personal honor...but for the spread of the Gospel. His hope 
and his joy are found in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 
Point 3 - The Gospel, Our Only Hope (v. 23) 
What is Paul’s ultimate motivation?  
Paul’s motivation is twofold. First, he writes, “I do it all for the sake of the gospel…” The 
gospel of God—the life, death, burial and resurrection of Jesus—is Paul’s motivation. He has 
just outlined how it is shaping his life and influencing him in every area. There is no higher 
commitment in Paul’s life...everything for the mission of God.  
 

How does my life compare with this? Am I living as one entrusted with the gospel? 
Allow time for personal reflection and response.  

 
What is Paul’s ultimate hope?  
The second part of Paul’s motivation is his ultimate hope. He is truly committed to the work of 
God in the world as his highest priority, but let’s not miss that final clause. He writes, “...that I 
may share with them in its blessings.” His ultimate hope is to share in the gospel blessings of 
Jesus Christ. He knows that in giving all for the mission of God in the world, he ultimately 
receives all, because he has received Christ and will receive Him more fully at the end of 
time. He not only bears the gospel to all people, but he has a share in it. He is motivated by it 
because it is his own most treasured joy.  
 

Does my life reflect the ultimate hope of sharing in the gospel?  
Allow time for reflection and response.  

 
The Big Picture  
Having heard the sermon from Galatians 5 and studied through 1 Corinthians 9, we should 
be seeing that the gospel is a far greater treasure than anything this earth has to offer. Our 
lives in Christ are meant to be lived for His glory among all the peoples of the earth. That 
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means that far off peoples in the unreached corners of the earth and the neighbor nextdoor. 
It means that our homes are for the gospel, our possessions are for the gospel, our families, 
vacations, jobs, hardships and heartaches, joys and triumphs….are all for Christ, all for His 
glory, and all for the gospel. We have been entrusted with a treasure that puts all of this into 
perspective and gives us a hope that extends far beyond the reaches of this world. Let us be 
found faithful.... 
 
Application Questions 

● How does my life demonstrate that I treasure this gospel? 
● In what ways am I leading my family to emulate Paul’s attitude in 1 Cor. 9? 
● How am I praying for God to use my family for the gospel? 
● In what ways am I living for the sake of others?  
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