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Entrusted with the Gospel 
 
Sermon Text: Galatians 1:11-2:20 
Study Texts: 1 Corinthians 9:15-23  
 
Sermon Recap: In this week’s sermon text, we see Paul reflecting on both his former 
life as a Jew and his new life in Christ through the gospel. He begins saying, “...the 
gospel that was preached by me is not man’s gospel.” He wants the Galatian churches 
to know that what has happened to him and through him is not of man’s doing but solely 
of God. He goes on to recount how, through the gospel, his life was radically changed. 
He was called out of darkness into the light of gospel grace, and a part of this new life 
included a new calling, a new mission. He writes, “...He Who had set me apart before I 
was born...in order that I might preach Him among the Gentiles…”  Paul had been 
entrusted with the gospel. His life was for God, for God’s glory, and for the work of the 
gospel! 
 
Sermon Connection: This passage from Galatians is not just describing what God did 
in Paul’s life. Rather, in describing Paul’s life, the Spirit is also commissioning us 
to—just as Paul did—go with the gospel. In 1 Corinthians 9:15-23, we read a more 
thorough understanding of what it means to be entrusted with the gospel. Having 
reflected on his rights as a Christ-follower, Paul makes it clear that the exercising and 
enjoying of those rights is always secondary to gospel proclamation. We see that the 
preaching and teaching of the gospel was Paul’s highest priority, his greatest joy, and 
his most valuable treasure. His pleasure and satisfaction were not fragile pleasures to 
be guarded but useful tools to make the gospel known. Thus, Paul willingly lays down 
his freedoms in order to submit himself to others (a truly countercultural idea, both then 
and now). He put others before himself but only for one reason...that they might know 
Jesus and the power of the gospel! 
 
Lesson Goal: To see, that as followers of Jesus, we have been entrusted with this 
gospel message for the sake of making it known in the world. Our lives, therefore, are 
meant to be lived for this primary purpose.  
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Lesson Points: 
1. The Gospel: The Foundation of Our Calling  
2. Living for the Sake of Others  
3. The Gospel, Our Only Hope  

  
Opening Question:  
What groups of people in our community do you find more difficult to share the gospel 
with: the poor, the LGBT community, a particular ethnic group, students, others...? 
 
Point 1 - The Gospel: The Foundation of Our Calling (vv. 15-18) 

● What are the rights Paul speaks of in verse 15? (See 9:3-12.)  
● What is Paul’s purpose in saying he has not made use of them? What is he 

teaching? 
● Paul’s ultimate aim in life is what? (v. 16)  
● Why does he mention boasting? How should gospel ministry affect us?  
● What is the ultimate reward for those entrusted with the gospel? 
● Are you embracing this as your own reward?  

 
Point 2 - Living for the Sake of Others (vv. 19-22)  

● According to v. 19, what is Paul’s purpose in serving others? 
● How does your own life compare to this? 
● What is Paul’s point in giving the examples he does in vv. 20-22? 
● How should this affect my life, my participation in growth group? 

 
Point 3 - The Gospel, Our Only Hope (v. 23) 

● What is Paul’s ultimate motivation?  
● How does my life compare with this? Am I living as one entrusted with the 

gospel? 
● What is Paul’s ultimate hope?  
● Does my life reflect the ultimate hope of sharing in the gospel?  

 
Application Questions 

● How does my life demonstrate that I treasure this gospel? 
● In what ways am I leading my family to emulate Paul’s attitude in 1 Cor. 9? 
● How am I praying for God to use my family for the gospel? 
● In what ways am I living for the sake of others?  
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