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No Other Gospel 
 
Sermon Text: Galatians 1:5-10 
Study Texts: Colossians 2:6-15 
 
Sermon Recap: Paul begins the book of Galatians differently than he does his other 
letters. Instead of giving his usual apostolic blessing, he gives an apostolic curse. The 
reason is because the Galatians are turning to a different gospel, “I am astonished that 
you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ and are 
turning to a different gospel…” (Galatians 1:5-6).  The Church at Galatia is deserting 
the grace of Christ for works-based religion. They are being led away from gift-based 
righteousness to works-based righteousness. As a result, Paul gives a strong word, “ If 
anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be 
accursed” (vs. 9). The Greek word for “accursed” is “anathema.”  This word often 
appears in the Old Testament in reference to the total annihilation of idolatrous people 
or nations. In other words, when the Lord says something is “anathema,” it is serious 
business. Rejecting the Gospel is the most dangerous thing you can do. Turning your 
back on the atoning work of Christ leaves you cursed and separated from God (see 
Luke 16:22-26; Matthew 25:41; Matthew 12:31-32). 
 
Sermon Connection: With these thoughts, we must be careful to guard ourselves from 
false teaching. Our Growth Group passage, Colossians 2:6-15, reveals how to do this. 
Paul provides three weapons for protection: (1) Believers are to be established and 
grow in the faith (vv. 6-7), (2) Believers are to be careful not to be led astray by false 
teaching (v. 8), and (3) Believers are to rest in the sufficiency of Christ (vv. 9-15). That’s 
three weapons: stay anchored and keep growing, reject the philosophy of man, and rest 
in the completeness of Christ. As we believe and practice these things, we will avoid 
being led astray by false teaching (see also Ephesians 6:10-20).  
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Lesson Plan 
Lesson Goal: The goal of this lesson is to learn three ways from Colossians 2:6-15 to 
protect ourselves from false doctrine.  
 
Lesson Points:  
1. Believers are to be established and grow in the faith (vv. 6-7). 
2. Believers are to be careful not to be led astray by false teaching (v. 8). 
3. Believers are to rest in the all-sufficiency of Christ (vv. 9-15). 
 
The Context: In Colossians 2, Paul is refuting some of the bad teaching troubling the 
Colossian Christians. They were being influenced by teachers telling them to seek 
wisdom and knowledge but not to seek it in Jesus. Those who taught these dangerous 
things were very persuasive (see Colossians 2:4). In order to counter them, Paul 
reminds us that only in Christ will we find hidden all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge (Colossians 2:3). It's not wrong to seek after wisdom and knowledge, but we 
must seek it all in Jesus. 
  
Opening Question: As we think more about false teaching, it is helpful to define the 
word, doctrine. What is doctrine? 
Doctrine is right teaching. Biblical doctrine refers to teachings that align with the 
revealed Word of God, the Bible. 
 
Take it deeper: On the other hand, false doctrine is that which opposes God’s Word. 
What are a few examples of false doctrines? 

1. The erasing of hell. The Bible describes hell as a real place of eternal torment, 
the destination for every unregenerate soul (Revelation 20:15; 2 Thessalonians 
1:8). A denial of hell directly contradicts Jesus’ own words (Matthew 10:28; 
25:46) and is therefore a false doctrine. 

 
2. Any teaching that redefines the person of Jesus Christ. Doctrine that denies the 

deity of Christ, the virgin birth, His sinless nature, His actual death, or His 
physical resurrection is false doctrine. Sadly, many mainline denominations have 
begun a rapid slide into apostasy by declaring that they no longer hold to a literal 
interpretation of Scripture or the deity of Christ. Scriptures like, 1 John 4:1–3, 
make it clear that any redefining of the Biblical Christ is false teaching.  

 
3. Teaching that adds human religious works to Christ’s finished work on the cross 

as necessary ingredients for salvation. This teaching may pay lip-service to 
salvation by faith alone but insists that a religious ritual (such as baptism, 
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circumcision, church attendance) is necessary for salvation. Some groups even 
teach hairstyles, clothing options, and food consumption are necessary to be 
saved. Passages like Romans 11:6 warns against these attempts to mix grace 
with works. Ephesians 2:8–9 is clear that we are saved by the grace of God, 
through faith, and nothing we do can add to or take away from it. Galatians 1:6–9 
even pronounces a curse on anyone who changes the good news of salvation by 
grace. 

 
Transition Statement: To protect ourselves from being led astray by false doctrine, 
Paul writes Colossians 2:6-15. In this passage, we will learn three ways to avoid false 
gospels.  
 
Point 1: Believers are to be established and grow in the faith (vv. 6-7). 
Colossians 2:6-7 states: “Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in 
him, rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, 
abounding in thanksgiving.” Paul uses a curious combination of metaphors, “So walk in 
Him, rooted and built up”. As Christians, we walk, but we are also rooted, and we are 
also built up. What is he teaching? 

● “Walk” -- Walk is an aerobic term. In the Christian life, we never stand still -- we 
either go forward or gradually slip backward.  

● “Rooted” -- Rooted is an agricultural term. The tense of the Greek means “once 
and for all having been rooted.” Christians are not to be tumbleweeds that have 
no roots and are blown about by every wind of doctrine (see Ephesians 4:14). 
Nor are we to be transplants that are repeatedly moved from soil to soil - religion 
to religion.  

● “Built up” -- Built up is an architectural term. When we place our faith in Christ, 
we are put on the foundation of Christ; from then on we grow in grace.  

Paul is teaching that believers are to be established and keep growing, “Therefore, as 
you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted and built up in him and 
established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving” 
(vv. 6-7).  
 
Take it deeper: How does being rooted and built up in Christ prevent us from being led 
astray by false teaching?  
False teachers are often very persuasive. Like Satan, they are good at enticing others 
to believe lies. This is why we must “walk in Him, rooted and built up.” The Christian 
who is not doing these things is an open target for the Enemy to attack and destroy. But 
as we establish and grow in the faith, our spiritual discernment increases.  
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What is spiritual discernment?  
Spiritual Discernment is defined as “the quality of being able to grasp and comprehend 
what is obscure; an act of perceiving something; a power to see what is not evident to 
the average mind.” The definition also stresses accuracy, as in “the ability to see the 
truth.” Spiritual discernment is the ability to tell the difference between truth and error. 

● Quote: “In a world where truth is downplayed and ambiguity is embraced, 
discernment is indispensable to an active and engaged Christian faith.” Tim 
Challies 

 
How can we increase our spiritual discernment?  What spiritual disciplines would help to 
increase our spiritual discernment? 

1. Pray --  Recognizing that God is the only One who can increase wisdom; pray for 
it (James 1:5; Philippians 1:9).  

2. Discipline Yourself -- Knowing the wisdom to distinguish good from evil comes by 
training and practice. We must commit ourselves to the study of God’s Word (see 
1 Timothy 4:7). 

3. Know the Gospel -- When a bank hires an employee, he is trained to recognize 
counterfeit bills. One would think that the best way to recognize a counterfeit 
would be to study various counterfeits. The problem is that new counterfeits are 
being created every day. The best way to recognize a counterfeit bill is to have 
an intimate knowledge of the real thing. A knowledge of the true helps them 
identify the false. 

4. Read Solid Christian Books -- Gleaning from great Christian writers is a great 
way to gain insight and discernment. Book Examples: Bible Doctrine by Wayne 
Grudem, The Discipline of Spiritual Discernment by Tim Challies, and Counterfeit 
Gospels by Trevin Wax.  

5. Fellowship With Believers -- We need each other. One of the most powerful ways 
to avoid false teaching is by interacting with other believers on a regular basis. A 
true Christian community is a powerful aid to guard one another from the 
deception of false teaching (see Hebrews 10:25).  

 
Transition Statement: As we put these disciplines into practice, we will avoid being 
taken captive by the philosophies and traditions of men.  
 
Point 2: Believers are to be careful not to be led astray by false teaching (v. 8). 
Paul says in Colossians 2:8,”See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy 
and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental 
spirits of the world, and not according to Christ.” What is Paul teaching in this 
verse? 
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Paul wants the Colossians to “see to it” that they are not taken “captive (robbed and 
plundered) by philosophy (the love of wisdom) and empty deceit (vain speculation), 
according to human tradition (teachings passed down by man), according to the 
elemental spirits of the world (the basic teachings of the world), and not according 
to Christ.” The particular philosophy that threatened the Colossian Christians was a 
mixture of Jewish Mysticism and Gnosticism. They were teaching that Jesus was not 
God and was not sufficient to save. Some additional Gnostic teachings were: 

1. Gnosticism taught that God (as a Perfect Spirit) could not come into direct 
contact with the material world, therefore Jesus cannot be fully man and fully 
God. Paul took care to point out that Jesus is God and He came in the body of 
His flesh (see Colossians 1:19-22).  

2. Gnosticism (and some forms of Jewish Mysticism) taught that God did not deal 
directly with man and the material world, but that He dealt with the world through 
a series of mediators. Paul took care to show that Jesus did the work of 
reconciliation Himself (see Colossians 1:19-20). 

 
What are some examples of man-centered philosophies and traditions that can lead us 
away from the truth? 
Examples:  

1. People say: “God helps those who help themselves.” 
a. What does the Bible say? Matthew 5:3, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” God actually blesses those who realize 
they are unable to help themselves.  

2. Scientists say: “Man is just a by-product of evolution.”  
a. What does the Bible say? Genesis 1:27, “So God created man in his own 

image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created 
them.” Man is not an evolved creation but an immediate and special 
creation of God.  

3. Some say: “Follow your heart.”  
a. What does the Bible say? Jeremiah 17:9, “The heart is desperately 

wicked…”  We are to follow God’s Word not our hearts.  
4. Tradition says: The KJV is the only true translation of Scripture. 

a. In itself, tradition is a good thing. It connects us with our roots. It hands 
down to us understandings and patterns that have helped people in the 
past. But the gospel is not primarily about our traditions. It is about our 
union with Christ. 
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Transition Statement: Paul gives the true and lasting antidote to all false teaching - our 
union with Christ. 
 
Point 3: Believers are to rest in the all-sufficiency of Christ (vv. 9-15). 
Colossians 2:9-10 teaches that believers have been filled in Christ. -- “and you have 
been filled in Him.” What does it mean to be filled in Christ? 
The tense of this verb indicates that this fullness is a permanent experience. Dr. 
Kenneth Wuest, a conservative Bible scholar, writes, “And you are in Him, having been 
completely filled full with the present result that you are in a state of fullness.” When a 
person is born into the family of God, he is born complete in Christ.  
 
Take it deeper: Someone once said that the Christian’s growth is not one of addition but 
nutrition. In light of our completeness in Christ, what does this mean? 
The believer grows from the inside out. In other words, nothing needs to be added to 
Christ because He is already the very fullness of God: “For in him the whole fullness 
of deity dwells bodily,...” (v. 9). As we draw on Christ’s fullness, we are filled unto all 
the fullness of God (see Eph. 3:19). Simply stated: Christ is all we need.  
 
Read Colossians 2:11-15. What are some things Christ has done for us? What do they 
mean? 

1. Circumcised in Him (v. 11) - It is spiritual circumcision (see Romans 2:25-29) not 
physical circumcision that matters to God. We need a circumcision of the heart. 

2. Alive in Him (vv. 12-13) - Paul is using the word baptism in a figurative sense. 
When a person is saved, he is immediately baptized by the Spirit into the Body of 
Christ. Believers have a new identity in Christ. When He died, we died with Him; 
when He was buried, we were buried. When He arose, we arose with Him -- and 
we left the grave clothes of the old man behind.  

3. Free from the Law in Him (v. 14) - The Law was against us, because it was 
impossible to meet its holy demands. Believers are no longer under Law but 
under grace (see Romans 6:14).  

4. Victorious in Him (v. 15) - Jesus not only dealt with sin and the law on the cross, 
but He also dealt with Satan (see John 12:31). What looked like a great victory 
for Satan was actually a great defeat. 

 
How does resting in the all-sufficiency of Christ and what He has done enable believers 
to avoid false teaching?  
One of the best ways to stay clear of false teaching is to ask: “Where does this teaching 
put Jesus Christ -- His person and His work? Does it rob Him of His fullness? Does it 
deny either His humanity or deity? Does it affirm that the believer must have some “new 
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experience” to supplement his experience with Christ? If so, that teaching is wrong and 
dangerous. 
 
The Big Picture  
The way to protect ourselves from false teaching is to stay anchored into God’s Word. 
As we discipline ourselves to the study and application of Scripture, we will grow in our 
spiritual discernment and avoid being led astray. We must also rest in the all-sufficiency 
of Christ. Colossians 2:3 says: “In Christ is hidden all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge.” Christ is all we need! In Him is everything needed to be forgiven and 
reconciled to God. Therefore, grow in Him, abide in Him -- “walk in him, rooted and built 
up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in 
thanksgiving.” Colossians 2:6-7  
 
Application Questions 

1. Many of us have people in our lives that are believing false Gospels. How are 
you seeking to disciple them? How is our Growth Group seeking to disciple 
them? 

2. What are some consequences of being spiritually stagnate? 
3. What philosophies and traditions of men did you believe before becoming a 

Christian? 
4. How does knowing that Christ is all we need empower you to share the Gospel? 
5. In what ways do you teach and model the all-sufficiency of Christ to your 

children? 
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