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No Other Gospel 
 
Sermon Text: Galatians 1:5-10 
Study Texts: Colossians 2:6-15 
 
Sermon Recap: Paul begins the book of Galatians differently than he does his other 
letters. Instead of giving his usual apostolic blessing, he gives an apostolic curse. The 
reason is because the Galatians are turning to a different gospel, “I am astonished that 
you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ and are 
turning to a different gospel…” (Galatians 1:5-6).  The Church at Galatia is deserting 
the grace of Christ for works-based religion. They are being led away from gift-based 
righteousness to works-based righteousness. As a result, Paul gives a strong word, “ If 
anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be 
accursed” (vs. 9). The Greek word for “accursed” is “anathema.”  This word often 
appears in the Old Testament in reference to the total annihilation of idolatrous people 
or nations. In other words, when the Lord says something is “anathema,” it is serious 
business. Rejecting the Gospel is the most dangerous thing you can do. Turning your 
back on the atoning work of Christ leaves you cursed and separated from God (see 
Luke 16:22-26; Matthew 25:41; Matthew 12:31-32). 
 
Sermon Connection: With these thoughts, we must be careful to guard ourselves from 
false teaching. Our Growth Group passage, Colossians 2:6-15, reveals how to do this. 
Paul provides three weapons for protection: (1) Believers are to be established and 
grow in the faith (vv. 6-7), (2) Believers are to be careful not to be led astray by false 
teaching (v. 8), and (3) Believers are to rest in the all-sufficiency of Christ (vv. 9-15). 
That’s three weapons: stay anchored and keep growing, reject the philosophy of man, 
and rest in the completeness of Christ. As we believe and practice these things, we will 
avoid being led astray by false teaching (see also Ephesians 6:10-20).  
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Lesson Plan 
Lesson Goal: The goal of this lesson is to learn three ways from Colossians 2:6-15 to 
protect ourselves from false doctrine.  
 
Lesson Points:  
1. Believers are to be established and grow in the faith (vv. 6-7). 
2. Believers are to be careful not to be led astray by false teaching (v. 8). 
3. Believers are to rest in the all-sufficiency of Christ (vv. 9-15). 
  
Opening Question:  

● As we think more about false teaching, it is helpful to define the word, doctrine. 
What is doctrine? 

● On the other hand, false doctrine is that which opposes God’s Word. What are a 
few examples of false doctrines? 

 
Point 1: Believers are to be established and grow in the faith (vv. 6-7). 
Colossians 2:6-7 states: “Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in 
him, rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, 
abounding in thanksgiving.” Paul uses a curious combination of metaphors, “So walk in 
Him, rooted and built up”.  

● As Christians, we walk, but we are also rooted, and we are also built up. What is 
he teaching? 

● How does being rooted and built up in Christ prevent us from being led astray by 
false teaching?  

● What is spiritual discernment?  
● How can we increase our spiritual discernment? What spiritual disciplines would 

help to increase our spiritual discernment? 
 
Point 2: Believers are to be careful not to be led astray by false teaching (v. 8). 
Paul says in Colossians 2:8,”See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy 
and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental 
spirits of the world, and not according to Christ.” What is Paul teaching in this 
verse? 
 
What are some examples of man-centered philosophies and traditions that can lead us 
away from the truth? 
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Point 3: Believers are to rest in the all-sufficiency of Christ (vv. 9-15). 
Colossians 2:9-10 teaches that believers have been filled in Christ. -- “and you have 
been filled in Him.” What does it mean to be filled in Christ? 

● Someone once said that the Christian’s growth is not one of addition but nutrition. 
In light of our completeness in Christ, what does this mean? 

● Read Colossians 2:11-15. What are some things Christ has done for us? What 
do they mean? 

● How does resting in the all-sufficiency of Christ and what He has done enable 
believers to avoid false teaching?  

 
Application Questions 

● Many of us have people in our lives that are believing false Gospels. How are 
you seeking to disciple them? How is our Growth Group seeking to disciple 
them? 

● What are some consequences of being spiritually stagnate? 
● What philosophies and traditions of men did you believe before becoming a 

Christian? 
● How does knowing that Christ is all we need empower you to share the Gospel? 
● In what ways do you teach and model the all-sufficiency of Christ to your 

children? 
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