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Remember Why He Tarries 

 
Sermon Text: 2 Peter 3:8-18 
Growth Group Text: Romans 8:18-25 
 
Sermon Recap 
Believers are to remember that Jesus will return swiftly and suddenly. 2 Peter 3:10 
says, “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass 
away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the 
earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed.” Soon after Christ’s return, this 
present world will pass away and be no more. Sin and suffering will cease, and 
righteousness will forever reign. Meditating on this encourages us to keep the main 
thing the main thing. We must live with a single-eye devotion on the things of God. 2 
Peter 3:11-13 says it like this, “Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort 
of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening 
the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and 
dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! But according to his promise 
we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.” 
 
Sermon Connection 
As we await Christ’s return, we live between the reality of this present world and future 
glory. One of the greatest teachings on this contrast is found in Romans 8:18-25. In this 
passage, Paul weaves between this present world, a world cursed by sin, and future 
glory, a world free from sin. 
 
With these thoughts, we will make three points from Romans 8:18-25. (1) Believers are 
to understand present suffering in light of future glory (Romans 8:18), (2) Believers are 
to understand the natural world awaits future glory (Romans 8:19-22), and (3) Believers 
are to groan and wait with perseverance for future glory (Romans 8:23-25). 
 
Lesson Goal 
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The goal of this lesson is to understand suffering and this present world in light of future 
glory. Knowing that God will one day restore all things provides great hope as we await 
Christ’s return.  
 
Opening Questions 
Think about all the natural disasters on the news lately. Which ones come to mind?  
 
In addition to natural disasters, the daily news is full of violent acts - tragic stories of 
terrorism and hate. What are some recent tragedies? 
 
The Bible teaches that the entrance of sin into the world had huge consequences. What 
are some? 
 
Believers are to understand present suffering in light of future glory.  
(Romans 8:18) 
Romans 8:18 says, “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 
comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.” The Greek word for sufferings is 
pathema. It refers to suffering, misfortune, calamity, evil, and affliction. According to 
verse 18, what can we learn about suffering? 
 
How does knowing that, “the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared to the glory that will be revealed in us”, encourage you?  
 
Believers are to understand that the natural world awaits future glory.  
(Romans 8:19-22) 
Read Romans 8:19-22. What are some key things we learn in these verses? 
 
Read Matthew 6:19-21. Because the world has an expiration date, it would be foolish to 
store up treasures on earth. What are some ways people store up treasures on earth? 
What are some ways we can store up treasures in heaven? 
 
It is amazing to know that Christ’s redemptive work includes a new heaven and a new 
earth. Is it important that we include this in our Gospel conversations with the lost? If so, 
why? 
 
Believers are to groan and wait with perseverance for future glory.  
(Romans 8:23-25) 
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Read Romans 8:23-25. Paul shifts from the redemption of creation to the redemption of 
believers. Just as creation groans, believers groan for the redemption of their bodies. 
What does it mean to groan in verse 22? 
 
But we do not groan absent of hope, “For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is 
seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not 
see, we wait for it with patience” (Romans 8:24-25). What is Paul teaching? 
 
Romans 8:23 mentions that believers will experience the “redemption of their bodies”. 
What does that mean? 
 
The Big Deal 
Christ is coming swiftly and suddenly. In the meantime, let’s look to the hope of future                
glory. As we encounter the various trials of life, let’s remember that one day they will                
pale in comparison to the glory that is to be revealed. In closing remember the promise                
of Revelation 21:5, “And he who was seated on the throne said, ‘Behold, I am making                
all things new.’ Also he said, ‘Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.’”  
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