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       Sunday, October 22, 2017 
 

Remember Why He Tarries 
 
Sermon Text: 2 Peter 3:8-18 
Growth Group Text: Romans 8:18-25 
 
Sermon Recap 
Believers are to remember that Jesus will return swiftly and suddenly. 2 Peter 3:10 
says, “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass 
away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the 
earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed.” Soon after Christ’s return, this 
present world will pass away and be no more. Sin and suffering will cease, and 
righteousness will forever reign. Meditating on this encourages us to keep the main 
thing the main thing. We must live with a single-eye devotion on the things of God. 2 
Peter 3:11-13 says it like this, “Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort 
of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening 
the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and 
dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! But according to his promise 
we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.” 
 
Sermon Connection 
As we await Christ’s return, we live between the reality of this present world and future 
glory. One of the greatest teachings on this contrast is found in Romans 8:18-25. In this 
passage, Paul weaves between this present world, a world cursed by sin, and future 
glory, a world free from sin. 
 

Present World  
We live in a world of suffering. Romans 8:18 says, “For I consider that the 
sufferings of this present time…”  Violence upon violence, hostility upon hostility, 
terrorism, natural disasters, hurricanes, and death are all around us. As we are 
exposed to these things, we can wonder, “Where is God?” The world’s logic is 
that either God is good but not all-powerful, or all powerful but not all good. But 
something is missing from this equation. The missing variable is the reality of sin. 
It is the entrance of sin into the world that plunged everything into ruin, a ruin that 
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includes not just people but the natural world. As someone once said, “It is not 
that God lacks goodness; it is that we lack goodness.” The effects of sin are ever 
before us.  
 
Future Glory  
In the Gospel, there is hope. Woven throughout Romans 8:18-25 is future glory. 
One day, God will deliver His people and His creation from the curse of sin. 
J. Vernon McGee, a renown pastor and Bible commentator, wrote, “Not only the 
bodies of believers are to be redeemed, but this earth on which you and I live, is 
to be redeemed.” There is complete healing in the Atonement of Christ. Christ’s 
work on the cross is not only sufficient to heal our bodies, it is sufficient to heal 
our world. Salvation has a cosmic dimension. In Christ, God is making all things 
new (see Revelation 21:5, Isaiah 43:18-19). Therefore, believers do as Paul says 
in Romans 8:23, “And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies.”  

 
With these thoughts, we will make three points from Romans 8:18-25. (1) Believers are 
to understand present suffering in light of future glory (Romans 8:18), (2) Believers are 
to understand the natural world awaits future glory (Romans 8:19-22), and (3) Believers 
are to groan and wait with perseverance for future glory (Romans 8:23-25). 
 
Lesson Goal 
The goal of this lesson is to understand suffering and this present world in light of future 
glory. Knowing that God will one day restore all things provides great hope as we await 
Christ’s return.  
 
Lesson Points 
Believers are to understand present suffering in light of future glory. (Romans 8:18) 
Believers are to understand that the natural world awaits future glory. (Romans 8:19-22) 
Believers are to groan and wait with perseverance for future glory. (Romans 8:23-25) 
 
Lesson Context 
Paul has just finished teaching on the benefits and responsibilities of being God's 
adopted children, “and if children, then heirs -- heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if 
indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together” (Romans 8:17). He 
makes the point that being adopted into the family of God includes suffering. In the 
Christian life, suffering precedes glory. Suffering and future glory are part of the same 
package. To enable endurance, God has given believers His Spirit. It is life in the Spirit 
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that helps believers to understand and endure suffering. The Spirit of God at work in the 
heart of the believer enables them to persevere in a Gospel-centered way.  
 
Opening Question 
Think about all the natural disasters on the news lately. Which ones come to mind?  

● Take it deeper: In addition to natural disasters, the daily news is full of violent 
acts - tragic stories of terrorism and hate. What are some recent tragedies? 
Teachers, allow your group to discuss these things with the intention of setting 
them up to see the need for a new heaven and a new earth - a world without the 
effects of sin. -- Remember: It is the entrance of sin into the world that plunged 
everything into ruin. 

 
The Bible teaches that the entrance of sin into the world had huge consequences. What 
are some? 

1. Loss of Righteousness - When Adam and Eve fell from grace, they and the 
whole human race lost their righteous standing before God. (See Romans 
3:10-12; 5:12.) 

2. Separation From God - When Adam and Eve fell from grace, man’s relationship 
with God was lost. (See Genesis 3:8, Isaiah 59:2.) 

3. Separation From One Another - Because of sin, our relationships with other 
people can be damaged. In Genesis 3:11-12, God questions Adam, “Who told 
you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you 
not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave 
me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” In other words, if anybody deserves to die, she 
does! So much for the tender-hearted and chivalrous husband! When the heart is 
in rebellion against God, it hurts all relationships. Therefore, all human relations 
with ourselves, God, and other people are corrupted by the Fall.  

4. Cursed Environment - Because of man’s sin, God caused a curse against the 
ground, resulting in the troublesome thorns and thistles and a change in the way 
the natural world works. (See Genesis 5:29.) 

5. Physical Death - The consequence of sin is death. (See Romans 6:23.) 
 
Transition Statement: Paul is going to help us see the redemptive scope of the 
Gospel. In Christ, God is making all things new. To begin, Paul encourages believers by 
pointing them to future glory.  
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Believers are to understand present suffering in light of future glory. (Romans 
8:18) 
Romans 8:18 says, “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 
comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.” The Greek word for sufferings is 
pathema. It refers to suffering, misfortune, calamity, evil, and affliction. According to 
verse 18, what can we learn about suffering? 

1. Suffering is a reality: “For I consider that the sufferings” Believers do not live in a 
fantasy land. Pain, suffering, and grief are real and tragic.  

2. Suffering is temporary: “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time...” 
The effects of sin will not be forever. They are of the present, but it will not 
always be this way. God will one day completely remove the curse of sin. 

3. Suffering is to be understood in light of future glory: “For I consider that the 
sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be 
revealed to us.” C.S. Lewis, in his book, ‘The Great Divorce’, said, “Ye cannot in 
your present state understand eternity...That is what mortals misunderstand. 
They say of some temporal suffering, ‘No future bliss can make up for it,’ not 
knowing that Heaven, once attained, will work backwards and turn even that 
agony into a glory.’” 

 
How does knowing that, “the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared to the glory that will be revealed in us”, encourage you?  
Paul isn’t being insensitive, nor is he ignorant or blind to the sufferings of the human 
experience. Remember, Paul experienced more suffering than many. Yet, he still 
considered future glory to far outweigh his present suffering. Looking to heaven helped 
him endure trials and tribulations.  

● Quote: “God’s infinite glory, power, and holiness are so beyond our grasp that 
our sufferings will vanish like a speck of dust consumed by the sun—and even 
that image does not come close. The wonders to come are so infinitely beyond 
the sufferings we now face that you can’t even talk about how huge the 
difference is. It is beyond our words, beyond our experience, and beyond even 
our wildest dreams.” Mike Leake, Pastor at First Baptist Church in Indiana 

 
Transition Statement: Redemption is not just for man but for creation. Let’s look at 
Romans 8:19-22. 
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Believers are to understand that the natural world awaits future glory. (Romans 
8:19-22) 
Read Romans 8:19-22. What are some key things we learn in these verses? 

1. (v. 19) “the revealing of the sons of God” This refers to believers. When Christ 
returns and believers experience the fullness of redemption, so will creation. The 
impersonal forces of nature will simultaneously sing with the saints. All creation 
will rejoice at the coming of Christ (See Psalm 98:8-9). 

2. (v. 20) “the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him 
who subjected it..., ” By divine decree, creation was subjected to futility --  it was 
given over to the laws of decay. The curse of sin has given our universe a shelf 
life; it will expire at the return of Christ.  

a. Important: This subjection to futility is judicial, not just natural. God 
decreed the futility and corruption and groaning of the world in response to 
sin. It is a judicial act, not just a fluke in nature (Mother Nature).  

 
Read Matthew 6:19-21. Because the world has an expiration date, it would be foolish to 
store up treasures on earth. What are some ways people store up treasures on earth? 
What are some ways we can store up treasures in heaven? 
We are to treasure the Lord Jesus most of all. When Jesus is our treasure, we will 
commit our resources, time, gifts, and labor to Him. And in the end, we will avoid 
building treasures that will not last. 1 John 2:17 reminds us, “And the world is passing 
away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever.” 
 
It is amazing to know that Christ’s redemptive work includes a new heaven and a new 
earth. Is it important that we include this in our Gospel conversations with the lost? If so, 
why? 
Limiting our Gospel presentation to just individual salvation leaves big questions 
unanswered. All people will inevitably ask two big questions: (1) What is wrong with 
man? (2) What is wrong with the universe (hurricanes, earthquakes, floods, etc.)? If we 
only allow the Gospel to speak into man’s redemption and neglect creation’s 
redemption, it will leave big questions unanswered. People need to see that the Gospel 
has galactic implications. In Christ, God is making all things new!  
 
Transition Statement: Paul shifts from focusing on the redemption of creation to the 
redemption of believers. 
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Believers are to groan and wait with perseverance for future glory. (Romans 
8:23-25) 
Read Romans 8:23-25. Paul shifts from the redemption of creation to the redemption of 
believers. Just as creation groans, believers groan for the redemption of their bodies. 
What does it mean to groan in verse 22? 
For starters, it means that Christians are not always “happy-go-lucky” people. Psalm 6:6 
says, “I am weary with my moaning; every night I flood my bed with tears; I drench my 
couch with my weeping.” In these bodies, we groan; we yearn for the fullness of our 
salvation. 
 
But we do not groan absent of hope, “For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is 
seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not 
see, we wait for it with patience” (Romans 8:24-25). What is Paul teaching? 
Believers are saved by hope and faith in Christ. But our hope is different than the 
world’s hope. The world has an uncertain hope, “I hope I get better from cancer. I hope I 
find a spouse.” The Christian’s hope is different. The concept of hope in the NT 
indicates a situation which is absolutely certain. It is faith looking forward. It is 
confidence in the promises of God.  
 
Romans 8:23 mentions that believers will experience the “redemption of their bodies”. 
What does that mean? 
Paul is referring to the Doctrine of Glorification. When Christ returns, all believers will 
receive new bodies completely free from sin and its effects. 
 
The Big Deal 
Christ is coming swiftly and suddenly. In the meantime, let’s look to the hope of future                
glory. As we encounter the various trials of life, let’s remember that one day they will                
pale in comparison to the glory that is to be revealed. In closing remember the promise                
of Revelation 21:5, “And he who was seated on the throne said, ‘Behold, I am making                
all things new.’ Also he said, ‘Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.’”  
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