
1 

 

 
 

 

 

“The Feeding of the Fifteen Thousand” 
John 6:1-14 

Sermon Date: March 31st, 2019 
 

 

Reflections on Sunday’s Sermon 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer 
 

As you begin your study this week, spend some time praising God for the many ways He has 

mercifully and graciously provided for you throughout your life. Ask the Holy Spirit to remind you afresh 

of God’s wonderful provisions in every way—spiritually, mentally, emotionally, and physically. As you 

pray, make the following words your own before the Lord (prayer taken from At the Throne of Grace by 

John MacArthur). 
 

“Precious Father in Heaven, we gratefully acknowledge that every perfect gift and every good thing 

 we have ever received is from You, the Father of heavenly lights. 

 We confess that we do not deserve any good thing at all from You, so we can only stand 

 in humble gratitude that You have given us so precious a gift as eternal life in Christ. 

 In the exercise of Your sovereign will and in accord with Your eternal good pleasure, 

 You brought us forth out of spiritual death through Your Word, 

  that imperishable seed by which we are born again to a living hope. 

 Human language does not contain words sufficient to express our thankfulness  

 for the salvation You have wrought in us.  

When we think of the magnitude of Your mercy and the immensity of the grace 

 You have bestowed on us, we earnestly desire to be doers of the Word, 

 living emblems of the perfect righteousness and overflowing grace to which we owe everything… 

Endow us with the power and the will to lay aside what remains of our sin 

 and humbly receive the engrafted Word that is able to save us.  

 Graciously equip us to cleanse our hands, purify our hearts, mortify the deeds of our flesh, 

 cast off the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light.  

Those are all things that are pleasing in Your sight, and therefore we know You will grant our request. 

 In fact, Your beauty is on display for all to see in Your goodness  

 and graciousness to us as unworthy sinners…  

We know that even when we are faithless, You abide faithful. Your mercies are new every morning. 

 But help us to lay hold of Your promises not merely for comfort and hope,  

 but also as motivation, encouragement, edification, and an example to follow…   

You have spread before us an abundant table full of good things –  

 more blessings than we could ever know or imagine… 

 Cleanse us before we feast at Your banquet.   

We ask these things in the name of Him who was delivered up for our sins,  

the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.” 
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Scripture  
 

John 6:1–14 –  (English Standard Version) 
 

1 After this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of Tiberias.        

2 And a large crowd was following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing on the sick. 3 Jesus 

went up on the mountain, and there he sat down with his disciples. 4 Now the Passover, the feast of the 

Jews, was at hand. 5 Lifting up his eyes, then, and seeing that a large crowd was coming toward him, 

Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, so that these people may eat?” 6 He said this to test 

him, for he himself knew what he would do. 7 Philip answered him, “Two hundred denarii worth of bread 

would not be enough for each of them to get a little.” 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s 

brother, said to him, 9 “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish, but what are they 

for so many?” 10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” Now there was much grass in the place. So 

the men sat down, about five thousand in number. 11 Jesus then took the loaves, and when he had given 

thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated. So also the fish, as much as they wanted. 12 And 

when they had eaten their fill, he told his disciples, “Gather up the leftover fragments, that nothing may 

be lost.” 13 So they gathered them up and filled twelve baskets with fragments from the five barley loaves 

left by those who had eaten. 14 When the people saw the sign that he had done, they said, “This is indeed 

the Prophet who is to come into the world!” 

 

 

Handling the Word  
 

1. Jesus’ miraculous feeding of the multitude is one of only a few events recorded in every one of the four 

Gospel accounts. Since that is the case, we have three other accounts we can glean information and details 

from in order to help us get a better picture of all that transpired in this story. Take some time to read 

those accounts in Matthew 14:13-21, Mark 6:30-44, and Luke 9:10-17 and write down anything that 

enhances your understanding of our passage in John this week. 

  

 

 

 

 

2. In the first five verses of our text this week, we are given several important details describing the context 

in which Jesus will perform His next sign. What are some of those details, and why are they significant?  

 

 

 

 

 

Understanding and Applying 
 

1. We are told in verse 1 that “Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee,” and we know from 

Mark’s account of this story that the intention was for Him and His disciples to get away and rest (Mark 

6:31). Despite Jesus’ intention, we are informed that “a large crowd was following Him,” presumably 

because they wanted to see more of the “signs he was doing on the sick” (v. 2). Considering the crowd’s 

intrusion and seemingly selfish motivation for pursuing Jesus, we would understand if He had viewed 

the people as a nuisance and an interruption, but He didn’t. According to our passage, as well as Matthew 

14:14 and Mark 6:34, how did Jesus view and respond to the crowd? What can we learn from Jesus’ 

example both in terms of how He relates to us and, therefore, how we are to relate to others?  
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2. As the day wore on, it became apparent that there was going to be a problem with feeding the crowd that 

had gathered to hear and see Jesus. This situation provided Jesus with a perfect opportunity to test the 

faith of His disciples, specifically addressing Philip in verses 5-6. This testing of Philip’s faith wasn’t 

intended to embarrass him but to help him grow. Jesus was always about the business of growing His 

disciple’s trust and understanding of who He was, even when it put them in uncomfortable positions. The 

same could be said for us as His disciples today. As Bruce Milne wrote, “We cannot simply amble along 

with Jesus, for he is concerned more for our growth than for our comfort. To walk with Jesus means 

climbing.” In what ways have you experienced the Lord testing your faith and trust in Him? Why is this 

type of testing good for disciples of Jesus throughout every generation (James 1:2-4 and 1 Peter 1:6-7)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. It was clear to the disciples that the needs of the people went way beyond what they could possibly meet 

with the resources they had available to them. There was a crowd of 15,000-20,000 people, and they only 

had two fish and five barley loaves of bread (verses 6-9). Do you ever feel as though the needs around 

you far exceed what you can meet with your resources? Why is that, ultimately, a good and healthy 

feeling for all of Jesus’ disciples to have? What should our response be when we feel this way? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. While there wasn’t much that anybody there could offer toward resolving the situation, Jesus was pleased 

to use what was offered (a boy giving up his lunch) in order to accomplish His purposes (verses 10-11). 

The Lord was honored not by the size of what was offered but in their willingness to offer whatever they 

had. Why can we be so quick to downplay and belittle what we may have to offer instead of trusting 

Christ to make much of Himself through it all? In what ways have you seen God use what you have 

offered to Him (strengths, weaknesses, abilities, inabilities, and resources) to accomplish His purposes? 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. The disciples view of Jesus and what He was capable of doing certainly impacted what they thought was 

possible in this situation. What was wrong with the way the disciples thought about Jesus prior to His 

miraculous provision? Why does our view of Jesus always have an impact on the way we see the world 

and what He can do in it? How is your view of Jesus impacting a specific situation in your life at this 

very moment?   
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6. Despite the disciple’s failure to trust Jesus to provide for the people, Jesus still used them to “distribute” 

the food to the people (v. 11, and Mark 6:41). Just as Jesus miraculously created the food, He could have 

also miraculously distributed it as well (e.g. the manna from heaven provision during the Exodus); but 

His chosen means of feeding the people was to use the very men who did not think He could do anything 

about it in the first place. Do you find this to be encouraging? Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. After Jesus performed the miracle and fed the crowd, there were “twelve baskets” leftover (verses 12-

13). When Jesus had done His work, there was abundantly more leftover than there was to begin with. 

Since there is no limit to Jesus’ resources, He can, and so often does, meet the needs of His people far 

beyond the bare minimum (Ephesians 3:20, Philippians 4:19). How have you experienced this in your 

own life both physically and spiritually?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. After seeing Jesus miraculously feed the crowd before Him, the people were convinced that He was “the 

Prophet” that was spoken of in the Old Testament (v.14, see Deuteronomy 18:15-19 for the prophecy 

they were referring to). Through this sign, Jesus had again made it clear that He was the promised Messiah 

in whom they should place their faith. Although the sign itself testified to Jesus’ identity, He would 

further clarify who He was in His lengthy discourse to close out this chapter. Take a moment to read a 

portion of that discourse in John 6:25-40, and summarize Jesus’ words in those verses. What does Jesus 

say is the connection between the sign He performed and who He is?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. Although there is not much said about the actual miracle performed here, we know that it took an 

incredible, and unfathomable, amount of power to create that amount of food out of essentially nothing. 

What about Jesus’ power do you find to be most stunning? What difference does it make in your day to 

day life that Jesus has the kind of power He displayed in this miracle?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Realizing that nothing I have and nothing I am will be refused on the part of Christ, I simply give it 

to him as the little boy gave Jesus his five loaves and two fishes…the use he makes of it is none of my 

business; it is his business, it is his blessing. So this grief, this loss, this suffering, this pain – whatever 

it is, which at the moment is God’s means of testing my faith and bringing me to the recognition of 

who he is – that is the thing I can offer.” 

Elizabeth Elliot 


