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Reflections on Sunday’s Sermon 
 

*Since our study notes are based on the text being preached on a given Sunday, the aim of this section is 

to provide you with a space to write notes from the sermon, any questions you may have, any truths that stood 

out to you, any applications that came to your mind, and/or anything you may have committed to prayer and 

further reflection as a result of what you have heard.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer 
 

As you begin your study this week, take a few minutes to praise Jesus for who He is as revealed in our 

passage this week – The Lamb of God, Rabbi or Teacher, Messiah, Son of God, King of Israel, and the 

Son of Man. Pray that the Holy Spirit would increase your desire to be a witness, or proclaimer, of these 

things about Jesus with more boldness, love, and truth to the world around you. As you pray, consider the 

following words of this prayer taken from At the Throne of Grace: A Book of Prayers by John MacArthur 

and make them your own before the Lord. 
 

“Righteous Lord and Sovereign Ruler of heaven and earth, 

You have commissioned us to be witnesses,  

taking the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ into all the world. 

Help us first and foremost to be faithful evangelists right where we are. 

Make us effective heralds of your truth, beginning in our own families and neighborhoods; 

then extend our testimony in accord with Your plan –  

even if that takes us to the uttermost parts of the world… 

Heavenly Father, continue shaping us into the people You want us to be 

so we can truly demonstrate to the world that the salvation You give is life-transforming. 

May our radically altered lives give testimony 

To the power and glory of the gospel! 

This we ask in the name of Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.” 
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Scripture  
 

John 1:35–51 –  (English Standard Version) 
 

35 The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and he looked at Jesus as he 

walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard him say this, and they 

followed Jesus. 38 Jesus turned and saw them following and said to them, “What are you seeking?” 

And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39 He said to them, 

“Come and you will see.” So they came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him that 

day, for it was about the tenth hour. 40 One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was 

Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have 

found the Messiah” (which means Christ). 42 He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, 

“You are Simon the son of John. You shall be called Cephas” (which means Peter).  

43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.”     

44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and said 

to him, “We have found him of whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, 

the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said 

to him, “Come and see.” 47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, “Behold, an 

Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?” Jesus 

answered him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” 49 Nathanael 

answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus answered him, 

“Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You will see greater things than 

these.” 51 And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of 

God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.” 
 

 

 

 

 

Handling the Word  
 

1. Throughout the first chapter of the book of John, Jesus is described in many different ways and referred 

to by numerous titles. Look through the entire chapter and list all the titles used to refer to Jesus. What 

do they reveal to us about who Jesus is and His involvement with mankind? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Our passage for study this week continues to reveal the events that transpired in the first week of Jesus’ 

formal ministry. In fact, it covers days three (1:35-39), four (1:40-42), and five (1:43-51) of that week.  

Take a moment to summarize what happened on days one and two below and explain how they help set 

the stage for what happens in our passage this week.  

 

John 1:19-28 (Day 1) –  

 

 

John 1:29-34 (Day 2) –  
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Understanding and Applying 
 

1. Our passage opens with John continuing to point people to Jesus by declaring Him to be the Lamb of 

God (verses 35-36). While it is possible that more was said than is recorded in verse 36, it seems as 

though John the Baptist’s simple declaration was all that Andrew (and the unnamed man who was with 

him) needed to hear in order to follow Jesus (v. 37). Do you struggle to think that such simple declarations 

about Jesus could be used by God to draw people unto salvation? Why or why not? How do we avoid 

overcomplicating the gospel of Jesus Christ when we share it?   

 

 

 

 

 

2. Although John the Baptist’s proclamation of Jesus may have been simple, it still needed to be repeated. 

We know that John the Baptist proclaimed this exact same truth the day before (see v. 29). This reality 

also provides a picture for us of what being a witness for Jesus Christ looks like. We may have to repeat 

the same message numerous times before someone responds in faith. In what ways have you seen the 

fruit of repetition and perseverance in proclaiming Christ?  Does this truth encourage or discourage you 

in your efforts to share the good news with others?   

 

 

 

 

 

3. According to verses 37 and 43, to believe in Jesus involves more than just knowing things about Him, it 

also means following Him as one of His disciples. Is it possible to place your faith in Jesus without also 

following Him? Why or why not? Briefly describe what it has been like for you to follow Him. 

 

 

 

 

 

4. After Andrew and the other disciple begin following Jesus, He turns and asks them in verse 38, “What 

are you seeking?” While we don’t know for certain why He asked them this, it may have been because 

He wanted them to consider what their reason, or motivation, was for following Him. What would you 

say if Jesus were to ask you this question?  What are you seeking in following after Jesus?  

 

 

 

 

 

5. We are told in verses 39-41, the first thing Andrew did after having decided to follow Jesus was to go 

and tell his brother Simon about Him. As J.C. Ryle wrote, “Like one who has unexpectedly heard good 

tidings, he hastens to impart it to the one nearest and dearest to him.” Although that seems like a most 

natural first response, do you find it difficult to pass along the good news to those closest to you (like our 

family or good friends)? If so, why? Of those closest to you, who can you commit to sharing the gospel 

with despite your hesitancy?  
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6. Not only does Andrew immediately share the good news, Phillip appears to do the same thing when he 

immediately tells Nathanael in verses 43-45. Those who are new to the faith often have a passion and 

zeal to go and share the truth of Jesus with others. When we initially believed, many of us may have had 

the same passion and urgency.  How do we keep that from fading over time?  How do we keep our hearts 

so full of Christ that we feel as though we must tell others?  

 

 

 

 

 

7. In verse 45, Philip was ecstatic that Jesus, the One whom “Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote,” 

had finally come. Although it never says the name of Jesus explicitly, in what ways can we see Jesus 

clearly in the Old Testament Scriptures? Which of those ways is most meaningful to you and why?  

 

 

 

 

 

8. One of the ways we see Jesus in the Old Testament is found in the very words of Jesus Himself in verse 

51. In this verse, Jesus refers to the scene from Jacob’s dream in Genesis 28:10-17 (where angels were 

ascending and descending from heaven to earth via a ladder) and the He powerfully states that He, the 

“Son of Man,” is that very ladder. In other words, Jesus is the ladder that connects heaven to earth and 

provides the way for God and man to have a relationship.  Why is Jesus the only possible ladder between 

heaven and earth? What are other ladders people try to build for themselves but come up woefully short?    

 

 

 

 

 

9. What we see in these verses (1:35-51) is the building of the early church as five men respond in faith to 

the proclamation of Jesus Christ. What do you find most compelling and/or encouraging about the 

assembling of these initial followers? 

 

 

 

 

 

10. We can imagine how thankful each of the men in this passage were that someone came and proclaimed 

the good news to them. We all have someone, or maybe multiple people, that we can be thankful were 

faithful to share the truth with us. Spend a moment thanking the Lord for those He has used in your life. 

Consider writing them a note thanking them for allowing themselves to be used by the Lord in this way. 

  

 

 

 

 

“John now shows the glory of the eternal Word intersecting with ordinary folk in the midst of their 

everyday lives, people with deep human needs, like John’s readers across the ages. Therein lies the 

wonder of Christ and the gospel. It brings together the heights of heaven and the depths of earth, the 

glories of God and the agonies of humanity.” 

Bruce Milne 


