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Jesus established water baptism as a commitment opportunity for Christ followers, in order to express
their personal, inward faith in a public, outward declaration. Water Baptism is far more than a ritual or
religious exercise. It is a statement of declaration to your family and friends of your desire to live for
Jesus and to please Him. In order to understand the reason for being water baptized, it is important to
carefully consider what the Bible says about it.

WHY BE BAPTIZED?
1. Because Jesus set the example: Jesus humbled himself in obedience to identify with us and give us
an example to follow - Matthew 3:13-17, Mark 1:9
2. Because Jesus commanded it: water baptism is an act of faith and obedience to the commands of
Christ - John 14:15; James 2:17-18; Matthew 28:19-20
3. Because Peter reiterated Jesus’ command and his followers carried on the practice - Acts 2:38; Acts
8:26-40
4. Because it is a declaration that you are a follower of Christ: it is a public confession of your
commitment to Jesus and is the next step for a Christ follower after salvation - Hebrews 6:1-2; Mark
16:16; Acts 2:38

HOW ARE WE TO BE BAPTIZED?
We are to be baptized the same way that Jesus was which was by immersion (Matthew 3:16). The word
“baptize” comes from the Greek word baptizo which means “to immerse, dip under, or plunged into
water”. Every baptism in the Bible was by immersion under water. There is no reference in the Bible nor
even an inference to a sprinkling method.

WHO SHOULD BE BAPTIZED?
At Impact Church, we will baptize the following people:
1. Followers Of Christ - In Acts 2:38, the first thing Peter said was “repent.” A person must repent and
receive Jesus as personal Saviour and then be baptized in water. If a non-Christian gets baptized in
water he will go down into the water a dry sinner and come out of the water a wet one! It will have
been a meaningless ritual. The when is already answered then; whenever you become a follower of
Christ, you are a candidate for water baptism and should obey the command of Jesus as soon as
possible (Acts 2:41; Acts 8:35-39)
2. Adults and Youth – There is no reference anywhere of children being baptized. Children were
dedicated to God’s service but never do we have an example of them being baptized. However,
neither does the Bible forbid it. Jesus said, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid
them; for of such is the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 19:14 NKJV)
 Note - That being said, we don’t encourage children to be baptized, but have found that from
time to time a child will appear who very earnestly desires to be baptized. We handle each case
separately and leave it to the discretion of the child’s parents and pastoral staff as to whether or
not the child is both old enough to believe and understand what they are doing.

THE MEANING OF BAPTISM
1. We are identified with His death, burial and resurrection – Colossians 2:12
2. We are burying our old life and its ways and rise to a new life in Christ – Romans 6:2-4
 When you are taken down into the water, it is symbolic of dying with Jesus and dying to your old
way of life; when you come out of the water it is symbolic of rising with Jesus from the dead and
to a new way of life
 Baptism is like a wedding ring – it is the outward symbol of the commitment you made in your
heart, a commitment that has to be followed through and lived out on a daily basis
3. Baptism does not make you a Christ follower; it shows that you already are one! Baptism does not
‘save’ you; only your faith in Christ does that – Ephesians 2:8-9
4. Baptism also connects us to the “family of God”, his people on the earth. In baptism there is a real
sense of being joined with other believers, not just participating in an individual act of our own
spiritual journey - 1 Corinthians 12:12-13

WATER BAPTISM NUTS & BOLTS
What About Being Baptized Twice
We recommend that you be baptized again if you have not been baptized by immersion since you
became a Christ follower. It doesn’t devalue a prior experience but simply reflects your desire to be
baptized in the same way Jesus was baptized.
Can A Family Be Baptized Together
Yes! If each family member fully understands the meaning of baptism, and each one has personally
placed his/her trust in Christ for salvation, we encourage families to be baptized at the same time.
Will I Have To Say Anything
We believe very strongly that it is important to not only declare in action but also in words why you want
to be baptized. The person who will be baptizing you will introduce you and will give you an opportunity
to tell a bit of your story of how you came to this decision to be baptized. You will be prayed for and then
lowered just under the water.
I Would Like To Get Baptized. What Do I Do
Fill out a Water Baptism Application Form and return it to the Welcome Centre, to the church office or to
one of the pastors. You will receive a letter or a phone call to confirm the date and time of your baptism.
You will also go through an orientation as to what to expect at a baptism event so that you are properly
prepared. If you have any further questions please don’t hesitate to contact us by calling the church
office at 613-544-6728 or by email at info@impactkingston.com.
What Should I Bring With Me On The Day Of My Baptism
You should bring with you a large bath towel, a plastic bag or duffle bag to take your wet clothes home
in, a bathing suit and t-shirt to get baptized in, and a dry set of clothes to go home in. You may choose to
write your testimonial out and have that with you as well.

