
Third Grade Summer Reading List 

Pick one of the following books and fill out the three Book Report Sheets as you are 

reading. Turn them into Mrs. Heenan by the second day of  THIRD grade! (I am also 

including the fourth grade reading list in case anyone would like a challenge.) 

 

The Best School Year Ever by Barbara Robinson 

The Herdmans are the most famous kids at Woodrow Wilson School. In fact, they are the 

most famous kids in the whole town -- and they are the worst kids in the history of the world. 

They are dirty, rotten, lazy, and ornery. They tell lies and smoke cigars and set fire to things. 

They stay away from school whenever they want to and won't learn anything when they are 

there. Every September the students and teachers gear up for another year of dealing with the 

Herdmans. But no matter what precautions are taken, these modern-day outlaws still manage 

to cause hilarious mayhem year-round. Their wild behavior always leads to disaster for 

someone, but somehow all six of them continually escape blame. Could there be something 

good about this horrible clan after all? Also recommended: The Best Christmas Pageant Ever. 

Brother Eagle, Sister Sky, A Message from Chief Seattle by Susan Jeffers 

During the 1850s, the white man negotiated to buy some land from the Northwest 

nations. Chief Seattle, head of the Suqamish and Duwamish Indians, spoke to the white man in 

his native tongue about the importance of preserving the earth. His speech, translated and 

lushly illustrated by Susan Jeffers, eloquently conveys the message that we must respect the 

Earth and all it has on it. This speech has been the inspiration for many environmental 

movements. 

Charlotte's Web by E. B. White 

This is the story of a little girl named Fern who loves a little pig named Wilbur -- and of 

Wilbur's dear friend, Charlotte A. Cavatica, a beautiful, large, gray spider who lives with 

Wilbur in the barn. With the help of Templeton, the rat who never does anything for anybody 

unless there is something in it for him, and by a wonderfully clever plan of their own, 

Charlotte saves the life of Wilbur, who by this time has grown up to be quite a pig. 

Encyclopedia Brown, Boy Detective (Encyclopedia Brown Series #1) 

by Donald J. Sobol 

A Civil War sword ... a watermelon stabbing ... missing roller skates ... a trapeze artist's 

inheritance ... and an eyewitness who's legally blind! These are just some of the ten brain-

twisting mysteries that Encyclopedia Brown must solve by using his famous computerlike 

brain. Try to crack the cases along with him -- answers to all the mysteries are found in the 

back of the book! 

How to Eat Fried Worms by Thomas Rockwell, Emily A. McCully (illus.) 

Billy makes a bet with his friends that he can eat 15 worms in 15 days. Even with a free 

choice of condiments -- from peanut butter to horseradish -- Billy wonders if he can really do 

it. 



 

Fourth Grade Summer Reading List 

Pick one of the following books and fill out the three Book Report Sheets as you are 

reading. Turn them into Mrs. Heenan by the second day of fourth grade! 

Earthquake Terror by Peg Kehret 

When an earthquake hits the isolated island in northern California where his family has 

been camping, 12-year-old Jonathan Palmer must find a way to keep himself, his partially 

paralyzed younger sister, and their dog alive until help arrives. 

The Mouse and the Motorcycle by Beverly Cleary, Louis Darling (illus.) 

Ralph the mouse is terrified. All he had wanted to do was ride the little motorcycle 

someone had left on the table. Instead, both Ralph and the motorcycle have taken a 

terrible fall -- right into the bottom of the wastepaper basket. He is trapped, left to wait for 

whatever fate has in store for him. But it turns out to be Ralph's lucky day. Along comes 

Keith, the owner of the toy motorcycle, who is staying with his family in the hotel room 

where Ralph lives. Not only does Keith save Ralph's life, but he teaches him how to ride the 

bike. And when everyone is asleep, he turns Ralph loose in the hotel halls to enjoy the 

biking adventure of his life. But adventures can be both fun and trouble...as Ralph and Keith 

soon find out!  

Stuart Little by E. B. White 

Stuart Little is a mouse in the family of the Frederick C. Littles and is a pleasantly 

debonair little character, with a shy, engaging manner and a somewhat philosophical 

turn of mind. He is a great help around the house, and everybody except Snowbell the cat 

likes him a great deal. In spite of his small size, Stuart gets around a good bit in the world, 

riding a Fifth Avenue bus with some aplomb, racing (and winning in) a sailboat in Central 

Park, teaching school for a day, and so on. His size -- just over two inches -- does give him 

some trouble now and then, like the time he was rolled up in the window shade, or when he 

got dumped into a garbage scow. But on the whole his life is a happy one. His great 

adventure comes when, at the age of seven, he sets out in the world to seek his dearest 

friend, Margalo, a beautiful little bird. Stuart Little, small in size only, has the 

adventurousness, the great purpose, and the indomitable spirit of a heroic figure, and his 

story, funny and tender and exciting by turns, will be read, re-read, and loved by young and 

old.  

 

 

 



Both Grade Three and Four  Other Options 

 

  

ANY books written by Margaret Peterson Haddix  or Gary Paulson are also choices. Just 

remember that most of them are series, so it is better to start with the first of the series. 

 

 


