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Dear
Family of God,
The last few months at HeartCry have been a
whirlwind that has left us breathless. By God’s
grace and your prayers, the work is expanding
farther and faster than we had ever imaged.
These are great times of grace both here and
abroad, and God seems to be pouring out His
Spirit in an unusual manner.

In Lebanon, Pastor Walid Bitar has begun teaching through the book of Ephesians at his Sunday
night Bible study and is holding other Bible studies in various houses throughout the city of Beirut. In Israel, Antony Simon, Leonid Banchik,
and Michael Karpovetzki have all been occuIn Peru, there is something of an awakening
pied with a recent advertising campaign through
going on. God is adding new converts to the
which they are distributing free literature and
church in Barranco (a district of Lima), and the
DVDs that explain why Jesus is the Messiah of
evening Bible institute for pastors has grown to
Israel. Thus far, they have had an overwhelming
over thirty. The work in the northern Province
number of people respond to their ads.
of Piura shows signs of God’s favor. The mountain churches are expanding into the high jun- In the country of Zambia, God is doing things
gle, and the seminary in Sullana continues to beyond what we would have ever believed. The
grow. We praise God for Angel Colmenares, his indigenous work continues to grow through
son Daniel, and the rest of the team. They have the missionaries we sponsor in conjunction
a burden for the church and an unquenchable with the Kabwata Baptist Church and Conrad
zeal for those without Christ. We always want Mbewe. In addition, HeartCry is praying and
to be careful to point out that this great move- planning to send missionaries to the unreached
ment in the north was not founded or sustained Lozi people in the southwestern region of the
by HeartCry. God has simply granted us the country. There are approximately one million
privilege of working alongside the indigenous Lozi without the Gospel and without a biblical
missionaries and pastors who labor there.
church. This work will be difficult and require
On the continent of Asia, we recently began
supporting missionaries in several new mission fields, including the Andaman Islands,
Midnapore, and Bangladesh. These are all
“hard places” that will require much sacrifice.
However, the first fruits of a great harvest are
already evident. In Bangladesh, in spite of
fierce opposition and persecution, more than
sixty people have come to faith in Jesus Christ
since 2004. In Midnapore, a Bengali Muslim
has been converted and is now in the process
of undergoing theological training in order to
better evangelize his own people. In addition,
a Buddhist monk named Tenzing Lama has
come to faith in Jesus Christ and has given himself to study English and theology. His progress
has been remarkable.

great sacrifice on the part of the missionaries
we are sending. However, no sacrifice is too
great. The Lamb is worthy!
In the HeartCry office, we are constantly working to stay on top of things. We rejoice and
praise God that He has resolved all the problems with the visas of Jon and Gabi Green and
that they have been able to return from England. Jon is a great asset to the ministry.
Please continue to pray for all of us as we endeavor to grow in the Lord and spread the Gospel of
Jesus Christ throughout the world. We are always
in need of special grace. Our greatest concerns
are that God might be glorified through us and
that we might walk in integrity before Him.
Thank you for the kindness and mercy that you
have manifested toward us and the missionaries we sponsor. You are a great and essential
part of this ministry.
In Christ,

THAT GOD’S NAME BE GREAT AMONG THE NATIONS

3

Walid Bitar
Beirut, Lebanon
Of the four missionaries that HeartCry supports in the
Middle East, Walid is the only one who primarily works
with Muslims. He lives in Beirut, the capitol city of Lebanon,
where he pastors a church and fervently evangelizes the lost
around him. Pray for Walid and all of Lebanon, as politic
tensions are increasing and the possibility of another civil
war is threatening.

Dear Brothers,
As a part of our monthly activities, we have
started a prayer meeting in my house on Monday evening. The purpose of our prayer meeting is to be open to the moving of the Spirit of
God and to pray for His direction and blessing
on our activities during the week. Most of us fast
during that day. Then, we meet to have dinner
together before going to our prayer meeting at
seven in the evening. Our prayer meeting usually lasts for three hours. We begin with praise
and thanksgiving. Then, we read a Psalm and
confess our inability to do anything without
God. We also thank God for providing the materials that we give out on the streets and for
the safety of our team. I believe that the Lord is
meeting with us in our prayer meeting. I can see
people crying and begging God to wake up our
country to the truth of the Gospel.
I have also started a Bible study in my house on
Wednesday night. When we meet, we study a
subject that people are struggling to understand.
For example, our last study dealt with the will of
God for the believer. This is an open study where
people can ask questions and share their experiences on the subject. Many of our newcomers
struggle with questions about the sovereignty of
God, His will, and His work in the world.
Our regular church meeting is on Thursday,
and most of the members attend this meeting.
We are now studying verse by verse through
the book of Acts. After the study, we take time
to pray for our country, the sick, and the ministries of the church. On Friday, we do not have
a church function or activity, so I frequently
travel to different churches to preach. On one
particular Friday, I spoke in a town near the
Syrian border. I praise the Lord because He
gave us great success.
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On Saturday, our evangelism group meets at
the church at one o’clock in the afternoon and
prays for direction and wisdom to evangelize in
the area of the city where we are going to give
out Bibles and tracts. Every Saturday we give
out at least five hundred Bibles on the streets of
Beirut - primarily in the Muslim areas. Keep in
mind that Lebanon had a religious civil war for
fifteen years, and there is a great danger of war
returning at any time. Such a war would gravely
affect us and our evangelistic efforts. Despite all
of this, we give out these Bibles with no fear.
We are losing people in our congregation, because many people are leaving Lebanon to
look for better opportunities and a safer country in which to live. In light of this, one of our
primary prayer requests is for Lebanon to become a stable country. At the present time, it
is the only country in the Middle East where
sharing the Gospel and giving out tracts is still
legal. We must take this opportunity to preach
to all the Arabs who travel to Lebanon for
both work and pleasure. There is also a great
need to teach the Lebanese Christians about
true biblical doctrine and ministry so that they
might accomplish the work biblically. The
most recent people that have started coming to
our church are Iraqis. We also have two young
Muslim men that have been visiting us for two
months now. We are watching to see a change
in their faith. One day I told them, “If your
religion has not changed you, you had better
change your religion, because it is worthless
and can not save.” Muslims do not have assurance of salvation and none will confess that
they know where they are going after they depart this world.
Please pray for an awakening in the Middle
East and that we would busy ourselves with
serving the Lord.
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The following highlights are taken from the many field reports we receive each month. They provide a small glimpse
of the daily activities of our missionaries on the field. They also afford us the opportunity to pray specifically for those
who labor in some of the most remote parts of the world.

Leonid Banchik
Jerusalem, Israel
Brother Leonid Banchik is a HeartCry missionary to
Israel. He works together with Antony Simon in the city
of Jerusalem. His main areas of work are church planting
and evangelism. One of his most effective means of sharing
the Gospel is through the evangelistic tours he offers to the
historical sites in Israel. The following excerpts are taken
from his most recent reports.

I have started new tours this month in addition to the old routes. There is a museum of
Herodian stones in the Jewish quarter of the
Old City (in the times of Christ, this was called
the Upper City). If one goes three meters
down, he will find himself transported back
2000 years in the past. In this wonderful place
one can find the ruins of the house of the High
Priest. It is difficult to know if it was the house
of Annas, Caiaphas, or one of their successors.
It is possible, though, that the Sanhedrin held
the trial of Jesus in this place. On the wall, one
can see an ancient picture of a Menorah (the
Temple lamp). It is more ancient than the picture of the Menorah on Titus’s Ark in Rome.
The multitude of rooms indicates that the
owner was very rich. We know from history
that the family of the High Priest Annas became wealthy by money changing and selling
animals for sacrifices. For this reason, on this
part of the tour, I always read the lines from
the Gospels which state:
“...and He found in the temple those who sold oxen
and sheep and doves, and the money changers doing
business. When He made a whip of cords, He drove
them all out of the temple, with the sheep and the
oxen, and poured out the changers’ money and overturned the tables. And He said to those who sold doves,
‘Take these things away! Do not make My Father’s
house a house of merchandise!’” (John 2:14-16)
By this act, Jesus became a bitter enemy
to Annas and his family. They became His
main persecutors.
The half-burned beam and the ashes that were
left after the fire of 70 A.D. are also something
worth seeing. They are evidence of the fulfillment of Jesus’ prophecy about the destruction of the Second temple by the Romans

forty years after the crucifixion. Everyone who
comes with me to the museum is impressed by
the riches of Israel at that time and by the devastation that Israel suffered as a consequence
of their rejection of the Lord.
This month, there was a lady named Lidia who
joined our tour. She was interested in many
things, and I could see that she had read the
Bible many times. When I spoke about the
Apostle Paul, she suddenly shouted in anger:
“Do not say anything about him! He was an
anti-Semite!” I answered her by suggesting that
she read Romans more carefully:
“I tell the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit,
that I have great sorrow and continual grief in my
heart. For I could wish that I myself were accursed
from Christ for my brethren, my countrymen according to the flesh . . .” (Romans 9:1-3).
After Lidia’s anger subsided, she invited us to
her house. She showed her Bible to us, and
we could see that it was full of bookmarks and
notes. We prayed for her and her daughter,
and soon we will visit her again. Please pray
that she might come to faith in Christ.
This year, we have decided to hold a large evangelistic campaign in which we will invite other
Israeli congregations to participate. We are currently working on the advertisements for the majority of the Russian newspapers and magazines.
In April, we held the Passover celebration.
During this time, we also distributed a movie
called, “Redemption”. It is the story of a Jewish
family that is celebrating the Passover a year after Christ was crucified. One of the members of
the family tells the others that Jesus is the Passover Lamb and that the lamb on the table represents Him. Please, pray that many might come

THAT GOD’S NAME BE GREAT AMONG THE NATIONS

Continued on the next page, see ‘Leonid Banchik’
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A View from the Field Continued...

Rogelio Acea
Lima, Peru
Brother Rogelio is one of our most beloved friends and missionaries. He was sent to Peru as a refugee from Castro’s
prisons in Cuba. He lived a life of drug addition and immorality, until Christ transformed His life through the Gospel.
He is a HeartCry missionary and the pastor of the Baptist
Church in the district of La Victory in Lima, Peru.

Dear Brothers,
My desire is that when you receive this report,
our God and Lord Jesus Christ is blessing your
lives, ministries, and families. We continue to go
through the neighborhood, testifying of the Lord
door to door. We also visit the brothers and encourage them to continue firm in the faith.
During the Catholic “Holy Week,” we had a
“question and answer” panel regarding the significance of the death of Christ for all mankind.
That was followed by a very special service on
the resurrection of Christ. At the end of our services, two new believers, Enriqueta and Edgar,
were baptized and became members of our fellowship. We baptized them in a sister church
because we do not have a baptistry in ours. Everyone was in attendance in order to witness the
public obedience of these new Christians.

I would also like to inform you that we have
started a Bible study in the home of a brother
from our church. An average of 15 to 20 young
people, neighbors, and friends are meeting. I
request your prayers to God so that He might
be glorified through me, and I can be a channel of blessing for these young people. Please
pray that they will be won for Christ.
We are continuing our work in the prison ministry. The Lord has demonstrated His grace towards us, and we have been given permission
to continue our labor. We are waiting for the
final documents that will allow us to enter.
This is everything that has happened this
month. I hope and pray that God will give you
the greatest blessings.
Your Brother in Christ,
Missionary Rogelio Acea Padron

Leonid Banchik Continued...

to know our Lord through this endeavor.
Something wonderful happened in one of our
recent Bible studies. A young man named
Sasha has repented of a life of idleness and
drunkenness that has produced in him a serious liver disease. As I spoke with Sasha, I told
him that the Word of God condemned hard
drinking, and then I read him a passage from
the book of Isaiah: “Woe to the proud crown of the
drunkards of Ephraim, and to the fading flower of
its glorious beauty, which is at the head of the fertile
valley Of those who are overcome with wine! ...And
these also reel with wine and stagger from strong
drink: The priest and the prophet reel with strong
drink, they are confused by wine, they stagger from
strong drink; They reel while having visions, they totter when rendering judgment. For all the tables are
full of filthy vomit, without a single clean place.”
(Isaiah 28:1, 7-8)
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These strong words from Scripture had a positive effect on Sasha. In his prayer of repentance,
he gave a promise to the Lord and to us that he
will never drink, and that he will live the life of
a believer in Christ. Sasha wanted to be baptized right away, but I explained to him that we
would need to consider the Scriptures carefully
before this would be done. Please pray that the
Lord will continue working in his life and enable him to keep the promises he has made.
Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem. Thank you for
your prayers and financial support. May the
Lord bless you!
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Juan Pablo Osorio
Lima, Peru
Juan and Carolina Osorio are HeartCry missionaries to
Chorillos, a district in the southern part of Lima, Peru.
Rural peoples from the mountains invaded the area many
years ago and have gradually developed the area with
electricity and sewer. The area is very large and needy, both
materially and spiritually.

Brothers,
Please receive this cordial greeting in the Name
of the Lord Jesus. I hope that this letter brings a
blessing to you and your family.
I want to give the highest thanks for your
continued support and participation in our
ministry in Chorillos, Lima. I am especially
grateful for your prayers for our family. My
two beautiful twin daughters have been born
and are doing well. Their names are Gracia
Noemi and Paz Rebeca. They were delivered
at eight months by cesarean section. Carolina,
my wife, is still recovering from the operation.
The babies require a great deal from us, and
we are grateful for your provision of diapers,
milk, and clothes. Through you, God has not
allowed us to lack what we need. Please pray
for my wife’s recuperation so that she might
continue her ministry in the home.
In April, we held an evangelistic campaign
that coincided with the “Semana Santa” or
“Holy Week” of the Catholic Church. Our
congregation visited homes and distributed
2,000 evangelistic flyers. Many people seem to
have been affected by the Gospel. Please pray
for those who heard the Good News and made
a profession. Pray also for the brothers from
our church who continue to minister to them
and preach the Gospel.

sionary support from our church and help him
overcome some problems that have arisen in
the work.
This past Friday, we baptized Brother John, a
twenty-year-old man who has been a believer
for six months. His testimony for Christ has
been confirmed by the church leaders as well
as by those who are discipling him. I am also
training Brother Adan Gutierrez to be a leader
in the church. I can clearly see His calling and
gifts for the ministry.
Please pray for our mission work in the district of Vista Alegre, “Cristo Es La Roca” or
“Christ is the Rock.” We have had to leave our
rented facility and look for another place to
rent. We must do a great deal of work before
we can move into the new place we have been
given. Please pray that God will grant us, by
His grace, to buy our own place for the church.
The brothers have already saved 11,650 Soles
($4,400 US). This is a great achievement for
the poor believers who attend. Please also pray
that God might raise up a strong pastor from
among them. For now, our Brother Juan Carlos Marquina has accepted this challenge from
the Lord. Pray that God will confirm this calling in his life. He has a wife and four children.
This is all for now. I give my requests to God
that He might continue blessing your ministry.
We hope to visit with you soon in Peru.

Our church continues to support Brother Rigoberto Rolin in the work in Chacco, Parascas
(Pisco). His “church plant” is very important
because there are no strong Baptist churches in
the town. The new mission is fifteen minutes
away from the city and has twenty new believers in attendance. This Friday, I will travel to
the work in order to give him his monthly mis-

THAT GOD’S NAME BE GREAT AMONG THE NATIONS
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A View from the Field Continued...

Segundo Gonzales
Chiclayo, Peru
Brother Gonzales is a newly appointed HeartCry missionary, but he is no novice to missionary work. We are now
sponsoring him after receiving several testimonies from other
pastors about his devotion to the work in spite of great hardship and sacrifice.

Dear HeartCry Brethren,
It is a pleasure to greet you and a joy for our
family to be a part of the HeartCry family. It is
wonderful to work with other Christians who

have the same vision and passion to glorify the
name of God, the Lord of hosts, among the nations. We want to share our joy with you because of all that the Lord is doing in the lives
of His people.

By Katherine Lessor

Don’t worry about me, I’m saved.
God is what you want him to be.
What are you talking about “being well behaved,”
Quit trying to force it on me.
I thrive on the world, survive because of the world.
I love myself, and my guide isn’t the word.
I’m facing south, staring into the mouth of sin...
and I love it.
I don’t have time for scripture and that’s not a problem,
Didn’t you see that crazy Christian speaker,
and the crowds practically trying to mob him,
I’m not one of them, he’s clearly much weaker.
I surround myself with similar people,
to me all attention is paid,
Why do you ask? of course they’re all saved.
Talk to someone else about this deep hole you somehow
think I’ve made.
I know the Lord will take me, he wouldn’t turn me away
It doesn’t take that much
all it takes is believing one truth
You know “He died for me, and all that forgiveness stuff”
Days go fast, living for friday,
It’s then that everything goes completely my way,
You get ready for hours
just to throw the night away.
I love someone, I feel it completely
But tell me one thing, why do I hide it so discreetly?
I fight it, put my thoughts into it
I tell mself he’s godly
But really I don’t care because no matter what
Deep down, I know he’s got me
8

He says he believes, that’s all I need to hear,
Why does something inside me hate this,
Get that feeling out, make it disappear.
My body is my world, I make it work, almost bleed,
Hours and hours of training it
It’s gotta be perfect, that’s what I need.
But to me, these things are my life
my passions, what I do.
I spin in dark circles of what I think is true.
Of course God will still take me What else would he do?
Won’t he?
My routine has no escape
What I chose to join proved to be fake
I’m spinning and falling constantly calling... For what?
It started with one of those nights I usually threw away...
The wind started to blow my hair towards the north
the rest of me still wouldn’t go, My soul shook back and forth
Stop pulling me, stop pushing me, Just let me enjoy my life
Something’s creeping in, cutting my heart like a knife.
I need something different, Why am I hating this?
I feel like I’m trapped in a doorless abyss.
Get me out
So I went back to where I came from,
but I didn’t know why,
I wasn’t seeking God,
I didn’t even know how to try.
I hear about this narrow path, many choose not to take,
something moves inside of me, my soul starts to shake
HEARTCRY MAGAZINE VOL 55

We are thankful to the Lord because on the last
Sunday of March, six new believers gave their
public testimony of faith in Christ by means of
baptism in the river that is near Chiclayo. We
also thank God for Orlando who has recently
been converted. At the moment, he is attending
our services very faithfully and is being discipled.
We hope that he will continue on in the things of
God and that he will be baptized soon.
Our family devotionals continue to strengthen
us and the personal relationships in our family. The power of the Lord is evident when
we meet together as a family. Today, we are
starting a new devotional series on the book of

The wind is blowing softly,
yet still more than before,
this time taking more,
and soaking all the way to my core.
I hear of false conversion, living a lie,
letting your worthless life pass by,
not really taking a chance, just doing the dance,
indirectly hating all that God commands.
The wind has picked up taking more still,
Over my whole body I feel an overwelming chill.
The tears flow as I begin to let go,
with only one half of my body still with a mind of it’s own.
I still have more to hear,
I listen as it grips me with fear
Do you fill your self with the word? No
Do you live a pure, righteous, godly life? No
Do you long to know everything about him? No.
Do you hate sin? No.
Do you love the world? Yes.
The wind roars and grabs my soul.
It grips me and pries at my flesh, My heart is full.
I scream in my head out to the Lord,
never have I done this ever before,
I hate myself; I don’t want to live this life any more.
Kill me, change me, take me I’m yours.
I open my eyes, the wind is calm,
and suddenly... I’m facing north.
Like a new born, my eyes open for the first time,
I see things more clearly. No more throwin pearls to swine,
Now life filters in me through Jesus.
Nothing is the same,
Conversations, people, and choices,
My old desires now cause me pain.
I couldn’t go back even if I wanted to.
I live for the Lord because it was by him, and to him
I was undeservingly drawn.

Ephesians. Our goal is to memorize four verses
a week as a family and as a church.
Please pray for my son Caleb who has taken
over the leadership of the youth meetings that
we hold in our church. Please pray for our new
work in the city of Mochumi that meets on
Wednesdays, Fridays, and Sunday afternoon.
Please pray for the five new believers in this
work who are being prepared for baptism.
Dear brothers and co-laborers, may God abundantly guide you and open doors of blessing in
your lives and ministries.

My heart is his. I pray everyday he fills me more,
I’m laughing, then angry at myself,
then crying at his mercy on my knees on the floor.
I am new everyday, different than the day before,
sunrise brings a new struggle, with my flesh I’m at war,
Just kill it more.
I hunger for his word, long for his word,
dig as deep as I can in his word,
Until it becomes reality,
and makes everything else seem absurd.
I am nothing without his guidance and love,
I can’t quench this thirst,
With anything not from above.
Why are we shown this mercy? I question everyday
I deserve filth and death in every cruel and torturous way,
Yet he died for me, for my miserable soul,
To make me clean and pure and with God completely whole.
I had no idea he was drawing me,
he came from somewhere I could not see,
it crept up on me,
he whispered truth in my ear,
held me in his arms as I shook with fear.
As I looked at the Bible, it became a mirror,
to see what I truly was,
but his gentle spirit,
still moved me because of his precious love.
No one else, not even myself,
Could have sped up or interfered with his Holy plan,
No one will take me away or steal me,
I am no longer a slave to sin or man.
So you see his miracles
of which to my last breath I’ll defend,
how the Lord saved my life
because the Holy Spirit is like the wind.

THAT GOD’S NAME BE GREAT AMONG THE NATIONS
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By Sean Reece
Sean Reece is the HeartCry coordinator for Africa. He has
pastored for 15 years, and is currently preparing to go as a
church planter to the Lozi people of Zambia. He and his
family are candidates for missions at First Baptist Church
of Muscle Shoals.

Has God ever burdened your heart with a particular country or people group to such an extent that there was no escape from that burden?
Have you ever felt your heart nearly broken
in two because the Gospel was not preached
in a faraway land? If you have carried such a
burden, then you will understand my heart for
the Lozi - a small people group of less than one
million, living in the vast wilderness of Zambia’s Western Province, along the Zambezi
River. My goal in this article is to share my
heart’s passion for the Lozi and communicate
their great need that you might be moved on
their behalf. Oh, how I hope that you will feel
a deep burden and calling for them in order
that you might lose sleep in tearful intercession
on their behalf.
To accomplish this goal of moving you to action, I could describe for you the Lozi’s primitive living conditions, their extreme poverty,
or their isolation from the world. I could paint
a picture of mud huts and filthy children in
tattered clothes, with bellies swollen from
malnutrition. I could relate tragic stories of
spouses and siblings attacked by crocodiles
or drowned in the river. Such stories would
surely tug at your heart and move you to care
about the Lozi, but only for a while. Therefore,
I will not begin with an appeal to your emotions. Instead, I will confront your mind with
the truth of Scripture, for I know that the deepest emotions, the most reliable and enduring
impressions, must be founded upon the truth
of God’s Word. In the following pages, I will
remind you of what God says about the Lozi,
that you might be moved to their aid. Please
realize that, because I love the Lozi, I must
10

faithfully communicate to you and them the
hard truths that I am about to set forth.

The Lozi Have Rejected God
According to the Scriptures, the Lozi people
have rejected God. In Romans 1:18-23, the
apostle Paul teaches us that, like all men, the
Lozi unrighteously suppress the truth they
know about God, and they do not honor Him
as God or give thanks. They have become futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart
has been darkened. They profess themselves
to be wise, but they are fools who have exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for
an image in the form of a creature.
Though this is a harsh description of the people I love, it is a biblically accurate description of all those in bondage to traditional African beliefs. They have a Creator God who
is generally benevolent toward humans but is
totally uninvolved in human life. He created
the world and then distanced Himself from us.
The reasons for His withdrawal vary according
to regional myths.
Like other animistic cultures, the Losi have
replaced God with human ancestors as the object of their worship or supposed “veneration.”
They pray and offer sacrifices to them for good
crops and prosperity. They give thanks to them
for rain and the birth of a healthy child. However, in every instance in which they practice
this belief, they are exchanging the truth of
God for a lie, and worshipping and serving
the creature rather than the Creator, who is
blessed forever!”

The Lozi Are Sinners
According to the Scriptures, the Lozi people are
spiritually dead and radically depraved. In Romans 1:28-32, the apostle Paul tells us that since
the Lozi have not seen fit to acknowledge God
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any longer, God has given them over to a depraved mind, to do things which are not proper.
They are filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, and evil. They are full of envy,
murder, strife, deceit, and malice. They are
gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, and disobedient to parents. They are without understanding,
untrustworthy, unloving, and unmerciful. In
Ephesians 2:1-3, the apostle Paul goes even further with his accusation against them. He tells us
they are “dead in their trespasses and sins,” and
living in the lusts of their flesh, “indulging the
desires of the flesh and of the mind.”

pour themselves out in service to the dead,
and give no thought to pleasing Him. He is
worthy of all fear and reverence, but they fear
the evil spirits and strive not to offend them,
while being casual and careless in regarded to
the commands of the Creator and Sovereign
Lord of the Universe. My co-workers and I are
not going to Zambia in order to save innocent
people from an unjust God! We are going to
preach the Gospel to sinners who ought to be
condemned, but who might be saved through
the preaching of the Gospel.

The Lozi Will Be Treasures of God’s Grace

The Lozi Are Enslaved to Satan
According to the Scriptures, the Lozi people
are enslaved to Satan and their own sin nature.
In Ephesians 2:2, the apostle Paul tells us that
they are walking “according to the course of
this world, according to the prince of the power
of the air”. As a result, the Lozi live in almost
constant fear of unpredictable evil spirits and
witchcraft. They even employ witchcraft in an
attempt to influence the environment in their favor. Motivated by envy or vengeance, they also
use witchcraft maliciously against each other.
Imagine the fear and uncertainty this creates in
daily life. When a Lozi becomes ill or his crops
fail, he wonders if the malady is the result of a
capricious evil spirit, or a curse from a jealous
neighbor, or even the wrath of some ancient
ancestor that he may have angered through the
neglected of some tribal tradition.

The Lozi Are Under the Wrath of God
According to the Scriptures, the Lozi people
are under the wrath of God. In Romans 1:18,
the apostle Paul tells us that the wrath of God is
revealed from heaven against all their ungodliness and unrighteousness because they have
suppressed the truth that God has given them
about Himself and His will. In Ephesians 2:3,
Paul tells us that they are “by nature children
of wrath, even as the rest.”
It is true that the Lozi people are isolated from
the world and have little or no access to the
true Gospel. However, we must never forget
that they are not “basically good people” just
waiting for a chance to respond to the Good
News. They are not in danger of hell simply
because they have never heard, but because
they have rejected the knowledge of God that
He has given them. They know there is a Creator, but have chosen to forget Him. He gives
them rain, but they give thanks to their ancestors. He is worthy of all their service, but they

I have purposed not to paint some false romantic view of tribal men and missions. I have
labored to show the reality of any true missionary endeavor. The Scriptures teach that the
Lozi, like all men, are guilty and ought to be
condemned to eternal destruction. However,
the Scriptures also teach that some among the
Lozi will hear the Gospel and be saved. In John
10:16, Jesus told the Jews that He had “other
sheep which were not of their fold”; and He
declared that He “must bring them also.” Later
in the same chapter, He spoke the following
with the greatest confidence:
“My sheep hear My voice, and I know
them, and they follow Me; and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My
hand. My Father, who has given them to
Me, is greater than all; and no one is able
to snatch them out of the Father’s hand.”
John 10:27-29
This wonderful passage, along with others,
helps us see the “big picture” of God’s eternal
plan of redemption. The Father has promised
to give to His Son a redeemed people that they
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might be His special treasure and a source
of eternal worship. However, one might ask,
“How do we know that the Lozi are included
among this promised people?” The answer is
found in Revelation 5:9-10:
“And they sang a new song, saying, ‘Worthy are You to take the book and to break
its seals; for You were slain, and purchased
for God with Your blood men from every
tribe and tongue and people and nation.
You have made them to be a kingdom and
priests to our God; and they will reign
upon the earth.’”
According to this inspired chorus, it is absolutely certain that God is going to call a people
for Himself from among the Lozi. Moreover,
we know that the Son has already purchased
them by His own blood. Because of this, we
are confident that our work among the Lozi
cannot fail. For our success does not depend
upon our skill as missionaries but upon the
power of the Gospel and the promise of God
to save even the most wicked men through its
proclamation. We do not need slick strategies
to manipulate the hearts of the Lozi. Our only
“need” is to live as servants among the people, intercede for their salvation, and preach
“Christ crucified!” We know that we will make
mistakes, and we do not know that vast numbers will be saved in our lifetime, but we do
know that if we are faithful in preaching the
“old rugged cross” day in and day out, then
sooner or later God will call forth a people
from the Lozi. We will either plant a church or
plant the seed that becomes a church.

Strategy
The first step in our strategy is to establish a
team of families on the west side of the Zambezi River. The team will begin with two
families - mine and my brother Shannon’s. We
hope and pray that God will add more families to increase our effectiveness under such
challenging conditions. Using innovative and
practical methods, we plan to build homes that
mimic Lozi construction but are more durable.
The tentative idea is to build with “earthbag”
technology. Imagine something like a sandbag
igloo, covered with mud plaster and thatch
roofs. We will also need to purify our water and
produce our own electricity through a combination of solar energy, hydroelectric, and gas
powered generators.
Once established, we will focus on planting a
church in our local area. We have an amazing
head start in that we have already compiled a
list of fourteen men who show interest in the
Gospel. They are spread out among three different villages. Some of these men show the
fruit of conversion, while others are at least
questioning the false gospels they have heard
and have asked for further Bible study. These
men need to be taught the true Gospel and
other Bible doctrines: the holiness and sovereignty of God, the depravity of man, the saving
work of Christ, regeneration and sanctification,
scriptural baptism, etc. In addition, they need
instruction in basic church practice: worship
and prayer, studying and teaching the Bible,
ministry and missions, the role and qualifications of elders and deacons, etc.
As this group shows progress in the faith, we
will begin preaching tours to take the Gospel

The History of Our Call to the Lozi
My involvement with the Lozi began in August
of 2005, when I was guided into Lozi territory by three amazing South Africans: Willem
Engelbrecht, Jan Schlebusch, and Pieterfrancois Theron. Willem is the former director of
the Jesus Film Project with Campus Crusade,
South Africa. Jan Schlebusch resigned from a
good mining company job in his early 60s to
work full-time showing the Jesus Film in the
unreached villages of Zambia and Botswana.
Pieterfrancois Theron is a young man from
Cape Town with spiritual wisdom and maturity
12

beyond his years. Through these men, the history of the Lozi work goes back approximately
fifteen years.
Jan first visited the Lozi people in 1990 and
showed the Jesus Film to those living on some of
the larger islands in the Zambezi River. He was
the first white man that some of them had ever
seen. It was also in the early 1990s that Pieterfrancois’ father first ventured into Lozi territory
to preach Christ. Finally, in 2004, my brothers
Shannon and David Reece and a small group
HEARTCRY MAGAZINE VOL 55

to more remote villages that have never heard.
This will not be an easy task. Most of the ‘roads’
in this area are little more than two sand tracks
through the brush. Maximum speed is usually
less than twenty kilometers per hour. Traveling
to a village seventy miles away can easily take
ten to twelve hours of brutal driving. Some
of these villages see only one or two vehicles
every six months. A breakdown may require
a week’s walk out through lion and leopard
country. A reliable 4x4 is a necessity.
In our missionary journeys, we plan to travel to a remote area, set up camp, and spend
a week preaching the Gospel in two or three
of the main villages in that area. As the team
grows, we hope to make at least two trips each
month. Following the examples of Jesus and
Paul, we will take Lozi men from the original
group with us in order to disciple them while
we evangelize. As the Spirit calls out groups of
believers from these remote villages, they will
need to be discipled and formed into a church.
Our desire is to see indigenous leaders from
the original Lozi church relocate to other villages as church planters.
At some point, the Holy Spirit will show these
new scattered churches the need to evangelize
other villages in their area. They will still need
some coaching, but we must always be very
careful. The Lozi must not get the idea that vehicles are necessary for missions. Although, at
times, we will use a vehicle, there will also be
times to park and walk with the Lozi. We must
do missions with them in the same manner
that they will do missions when we are gone.

Reece Family (L-R) Michael, Emily, Alicia, Joyce & Sean

Throughout this entire church-planting process, our passion is to see total cultural transformation through the power of the Gospel.
Our goal with the Lozi work is to model the
power of the true Gospel to produce a true
church, which in turn, will bless hurting and
needy communities. The devastation in Africa
from AIDS, war, and famine causes the heart
and mind to stagger. I see no way for the African indigenous church to be a true witness
for Christ without addressing these physical
needs. There are many sick and starving people among the Lozi villages, as well as AIDS
orphans. How can true followers of Christ not
care for their needs? Once these needy people
become part of the church body, we must love
them, “not with word or tongue, but in deed
and truth.” However, in ministering to the
physical needs of men, we must avoid the inherent traps of a social gospel approach which
seeks to meet “felt needs,” and perpetuates
African dependency on Western aid. In time,
we hope to also introduce improvements in
farming techniques, food storage, and hygiene
through the church. The goal is biblical, indigenous churches living out the love of God in
their villages.
There remains one final step in the Lozi work:
They must obey Christ’s command to evangelize their Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the
remote parts of the earth. HeartCry’s vision for
the Lozi is not limited to Zambia. Our vision
is all of Africa, and specifically the unreached
Muslim areas of North Africa. Although among
us, there are not many wise, or powerful, or of
noble birth, perhaps God will choose the ‘foolish’ and the ‘weak’ to shame the wise and the
strong (I Corinthians 1:26-30).

When my brothers returned from Zambia,
I listened to their incredible stories of God’s
providence, and a flame ignited in my heart, a
desire to experience God in a similar manner.
For almost thirteen years I had pastored small
Southern Baptist churches and was enjoying my
eighth year at a church in the Missouri Ozarks.
Through the influence of John Piper, I wanted
our church to pursue greater joy in God through
missions. But before I could challenge my flock
of men accompanied Willem and Pieterfrancois
to a deeper involvement in missions, I knew that,
on a short-term mission trip to the Lozi. They
as their pastor, I needed to lead the way.
could have never predicted what God would do
through that one simple act.
So in August of 2005, I bounced up a dusty
road along the west bank of the Zambezi River,
THAT GOD’S NAME BE GREAT AMONG THE NATIONS
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Evidence of God’s Work among the Lozi
God is working among the Lozi in ways that
no man could have designed or dreamed. In
the following, I will share with you a few examples of His providence:
First Example: Dominic Makwasa is my dearest friend and co-worker among the Lozi. He
serves as our primary interpreter. Once, during a busy ministry schedule, our team was taking turns to eat. When Dom was encouraged
to take a break, he smiled and said, “I’d rather
preach than eat.” Dominic has suffered persecution for his work with us and is maliciously
slandered in his home village. When the government brought food and mosquito nets to his
village, the elders gave Dominic’s family nothing. Athough it is unclear how much of this
persecution is because of Christ and how much
is from petty tribal jealousy, one thing is clear:
Dominic is viewed in his home village with a
mixture of resentment and respect. Once when
Dominic walked by a group, a friend heard
someone comment, “There goes a true man of
God.” Dom regularly travels to other villages,
encouraging the tiny handful of Lozi saints. As
he put it, “I will be faithful in my work, but it is
not my work. It is God’s work.”
Second Example: In 2004, a schoolteacher
named Mwemba, who gives strong evidence
of genuine faith, arrived in the village of Ilwendo. In Zambia, if a village will build an
adequate school building and a home for the
teacher, then the government will assume responsibility for that school and the teacher’s
salary. However, Mwemba was from that area,
and the village did not want to see him receive
a salary from the government. They refused
to finish the construction of his house, and

the chief’s brother boasted of using witchcraft
against him so that he became deathly ill. As
Mwemba grew too weak to work, the village
did nothing to assist his family. His six-year-old
daughter was raped by two teens, and although
their identity was known to the village, nothing
was done to punish them. Mwemba eventually
moved to another village, closer to a medical
clinic. In 2005, part of our team went to visit
him. He appeared near death and was cough-

ing up blood several times a day. He shed tears
in amazement that believers from the United
States and South Africa would care about him
when his own village had rejected him and rejoiced over his near-death condition. Our team
prayed for Mwemba’s healing, and his health
steadily improved. Finally, the government
transferred him to another village on the eastern side of the Zambezi River where he now
teaches school and gathers people in his home
for Bible study. This was a remarkable work
of God’s providence, for prior to his move, all
our ministry had been on the west side of the

The History of Our Call... Continued

still devoted to pastoring my precious church
and had no idea what God was putting into
hungry for my first taste of cross-cultural mis- place. However, it was becoming clear to our
sions. The next few days were a whirlwind of American-South African team that short trips
preaching, teaching, and exhausting travel. I were not adequate to plant a church among
returned from Zambia deeply moved by the the Lozi. A few days each year of incarnational
spiritual desperation I witnessed among the missions and preaching was not enough.
Lozi. My comfortable American church life
In September of 2006, Paul Washer accompawas permanently shaken.
nied my brother Shannon and Jan for a short
In June of 2006, I returned to Zambia, this time visit to the Lozi. Shannon returned from that
to the east side of the river. My teenage son trip and told me of Paul’s desire to send a team
joined me for his first taste of missions in Af- of U.S. families to live among the Lozi and
rica. As I had hoped, his life was also shaken in plant a church. Words cannot describe what
all the right ways. After our return home, I was that news produced in my heart. I barely ate or
14
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Zambezi. Now we have a preaching point seventy miles east of the river. Mwemba has written repeatedly, begging us to help him plant a
church in his new village.
Third Example: In our 2006 trip, we traveled
out to Mwemba’s village, far to the east of the
river. On the way, we camped near the village
of Chief Imbwae. Chief Imbwae is a regional
chief, appointed by the Lozi king, who supervises the village chiefs of his region. The closest comparison in American culture would be
a state governor. It is standard protocol for our
team to go into the village and greet the chief
once camp is set. However, we arrived and set
up camp in the middle of the night. Imagine
our surprise the first morning when this important chief walked almost two miles to greet us
in our camp! After an hour of informal conversation, the chief was asked if he wanted to
film an official statement. In his short speech,
he expressed thanks and warm greetings to us
and then said, “Please, come and teach in my
village, that God may work in my heart.” Even
more amazing, he offered to give us land for a
mission station before any of us sensed the call
to move there.
Fourth Example: Three years ago, we distributed Lozi Bibles in Ngweze village. When we
returned to Zambia the following year, our
Lozi Christian co-worker Dominic told us that
he had received a letter requesting Bibles from
the equally remote villages of Imusho and Sinjembela. Ngweze is a difficult four-hour drive
into the bush from the nearest paved road.
Imusho and Sinjembela are another ten or
twelve hours past Ngweze, out on the Angolan border. Dominic had never visited these
villages, and he had no idea how they heard

slept for a week. I was absolutely miserable at
the thought of leaving our family, our church,
and all that was familiar and “safe.” But I was
more miserable at the thought of someone else
enjoying the privilege of preaching Christ to
the Lozi. Thus began two months of intense
prayer in a desperate attempt to discern God’s
will. By mid-October, I had peace that we were
to go to the Lozi. Psalm 67 jumped off the page
in my daily Scripture reading:
“God be gracious to us and bless us, and
cause His face to shine upon us – That Your
way may be known on the earth, Your salvation among all nations. Let the peoples

of him or the Bible distribution. Our South African friend, Jan, took over two hundred Lozi
Bibles to these new villages. He reported that
some people walked more than six hours just
to receive one Bible. After a careful survey, he
learned that there are over eleven thousand
people in the region, but he was unable to find
a single church. When Jan returned to that
area last year, a group of several young men in
their mid-twenties asked him, “Jan, you have
brought us Bibles, but please, who will come
teach us the Bible?”
Fifth Example: We spent two days in Makanda,
teaching during the day and preaching the
Gospel at night. The first night, I preached a
basic Gospel message, and the second night
my brother Shannon preached on the fruit of
genuine conversion. After his message, two
older women approached our Lozi co-worker
Dominic. The young men are usually very
responsive to us, but it is unusual for elderly
women such as these to approach us. Imagine
our excitement when they declared, “These
men are wise teachers who are telling us the
truth.” That same night, a young man named
Maseye asked if he could speak with us the next
day. When we told him that we were expected
in Ngweze village the next day, he asked to
join us. The next morning, he climbed into our
vehicle and pulled out a sheet of paper. He had
stayed up late the night before and compiled
a list of perhaps twenty theological and moral questions. For the next ninety minutes, he
quizzed us with question after question: What
is scriptural baptism? Do I need a priest to go
to God? What does it mean to ‘seek God’? If
a girl in a poor family becomes pregnant, is it
wrong to abort? His depth of questioning and
intense hunger for answers is a common oc-

praise You, O God; Let all the peoples praise
You. Let the nations be glad and sing for joy;
...God blesses us, that all the ends of the earth
may fear Him.”
I had my answer, but knew that I needed to
wait patiently for God to confirm the same calling in my wife. Then, on a frosty morning in
the first week of November, while I was out
deer hunting, it happened. The Spirit of God
pierced my wife’s heart with the Great Commission that she had memorized as a little girl.
In the following eighteen months, despite much
fear and sorrow, her certainty of God’s call did
not waver. Her willingness to surrender to
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currence among the Lozi we have met on our
missionary journeys.
Sixth Example: We met a schoolteacher named
Stana on our 2007 trip. The government had
transferred him from a larger town to the remote village of Ngweze. Stana had been in
the village for a year and was overjoyed to
meet us. He had not met any other believers
and was starving for Christian fellowship. In
desperation, he had been witnessing to people
in the village. He was hoping that someone
would get saved, so that they could fellowship
together. Stana was thrilled to learn that there
were a few believers in other villages, and
plans were made to meet monthly for prayer
and Bible study.
Seventh Example: Our August 2005 trip to
Zambia was preceded by another team which
traveled in May of the same year. During the
May trip, the team heard of a man named Fine
who claimed to be a Christian. He worked at
a sawmill, the only employment anywhere in
the region, but had been very sick for some
time. The owner of the sawmill was friendly
with several witch doctors, so he sent them to
treat Fine. He threatened that Fine would lose
his job if he refused their treatment.
When the team heard this, my friend Terry
hurried to Fine’s home. As he approached the
house, the witch doctors could be heard inside,
drumming and chanting. Terry boldly entered
the reed fence that surrounds all Lozi homes and
ordered the witch doctors to leave. Reluctantly,
they obeyed. Terry proceeded to plead with
Fine to refuse their treatment, but he showed
obvious fear of losing his job. Terry warned Fine
that if he accepted treatment by the witch doc-

tors, the believers in the village would have to
separate from him. The team left Zambia, uncertain about what Fine would do.
When our team arrived in August, we visited
Fine our first night in the village. We anxiously
made our way to his hut, guided by flickering
cook fires on a black, moonless night. Fine
greeted us warmly, and we crowded into his
tiny home, which was illumined by one small
flashlight. In a wheezing voice, Fine recounted
that he had sent the witch doctors away and
had been fired from the mill. Then this dear
little man opened his Bible to Luke 6:20-23,
and between coughs, he read:
“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is
the kingdom of God. Blessed are you who
hunger now, for you shall be satisfied. Blessed
are you who weep now, for you shall laugh.
Blessed are you when men hate you, and ostracize you...for the sake of the Son of Man.
Be glad in that day, and leap for joy, for
behold, your reward is great in heaven...”
Tears filled our eyes, as Fine’s smile lit up the
room, and he said, “It does not matter what
happens to me here. Heaven is my reward.”
Who would not joyfully leave everything to go
and disciple men like that?

The History of Our Call... Continued

earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it
bears much fruit. He who loves his life loses it,
God’s calling led me to seek the Lord in prayer and he who hates his life in this world will keep
and fasting for another confirmation - just to it to life eternal. If anyone serves Me, he must
be sure. Again God impressed me through my follow Me; and where I am, there My servant
daily Scripture reading in John 12:
will be also...’” (vv. 20-26)
“Now there were some Greeks among those
who were going up to worship at the feast;
these then came to Philip...saying, ‘Sir, we wish
to see Jesus.’ Philip came and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip came and told Jesus. And Jesus
answered them, saying, ‘The hour has come for
the Son of Man to be glorified. Truly, truly I
say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the
16

In this account, the Greeks wanted to “see Jesus,” but He was about to be glorified in dying
for sinners. His death would sow the seeds of
a great harvest among the Greeks, but His disciples would also have to die to this life and follow Christ so that the Greeks could truly “see
the Jesus” who died for them. The implication
for me was crystal clear. Christ’s death had purHEARTCRY MAGAZINE VOL 55

The Laborers are Few
The Bible teaches us that the Lozi people are
in need of the Gospel. In Romans 1:16-17 and
10:11-17, the apostle Paul communicates with
crystal clarity that God calls sinners to salvation through the preaching of the Gospel. It is
not through acts of community service or the
showing of films, as good and helpful as those
may be, but it is through the ‘foolishness of
preaching’ that God reveals sin, wrath, and His
provision of grace in the Cross of Jesus Christ
(I Corinthians 1:17-24).
Though there are a tiny handful of missionaries trying to reach the Lozi, there is no Gospel
preacher in the vast, remote area where we
have been working. Worse yet, the villages
have already been flooded with false gospels
of “Christ plus...” The Catholics tell the Lozi
that they are saved through faith in Christ plus
religious ritual. The Seventh Day Adventists
tell them that they are saved through faith in
Christ plus keeping Old Testament laws. The
New Apostle cult tells them that they are saved
through faith in Christ plus following the authority of the cult leaders.
Many of you who are reading this article are
familiar with the indigenous HeartCry missionaries in Zambia who are working with
Pastor Conrad Mbewe and Kabwata Baptist
Church. All these missionaries are in the larger
cities of the northern and eastern regions of
the country. In the areas we will be working,
there is not one single church preaching a true
Gospel of salvation by grace alone, through
faith alone, and in Christ alone. In addition,
there are no indigenous church planters to
support. We have found a few believers, but
they are years from meeting the qualifications

for biblical church leadership. If the Lozi, scattered throughout the vast regions of southwest
Zambia, are to be saved, they not only need a
preacher of the Gospel, but someone to train
other indigenous preachers. Therefore, in this
unique situation, HeartCry is preparing to send
cross-cultural church planters to the Lozi. Yet,
even in this, indigenous missions remains the
goal of the effort.

Final Word
One thing has sustained us through the selling of our home and possessions, and walking
away from my pastoral ministry and my wife’s
teaching career. One thing has sustained us
through long months of agonizing uncertainty.
We want to know Christ. Christ has called us
to Zambia to know Him better, and that is our
primary motivation for going. Love for the
Lozi, a desire to plant churches, and all other
motives are secondary. We hope to follow in
the footsteps of the Apostle Paul, whose passion to know Christ overflowed in the planting of many churches for the glory of God. As
Paul wrote in Romans 11:36: “For from Him,
through Him, and to Him are all things. To
Him be the glory forever. Amen.”
I will conclude with an urgent request for
prayer. We are attempting a huge endeavor
that is destined to fail unless we have God’s
help in everything. If He does not speak and
guide, provide and preserve, this task will be
futile. In faith, we cast ourselves upon Him as
our only hope. Please pray for the leadership
of HeartCry, for the Lozi team, and that the
Name of Jesus might be exalted among the
Lozi and throughout the world.

by my wife Joyce, my brother Shannon and his
wife Stephanie, and our dear friends Rod and
Mila Ayers. As I viewed Zambia in the light
of living in the bush with my entire family, all
romantic appeal vanished, but the certainty
All of this was followed by a continuous of God’s call was strengthened. On returning
stream of confirmations over these past eigh- home, the final confirmation came in the slow
teen months. My tenth year at Pioneer Baptist and cautious process of joining HeartCry and
Church began with the announcement that God the First Baptist Church of Muscle Shoals. Here
had called us to the Lozi. Our precious church we are receiving further training and preparing
members surrounded us, smiling through tears, to make our move to the mission field.
and agreed that this was the will of God. This
was followed by the rapid sale of our house,
and God’s deliverance from all debt. Next
came my third trip to the Lozi, accompanied
chased and planted a great harvest from among
the Lozi, but the Reece family would have to
die to themselves and the “American Dream” if
the Lozi were to be harvested.
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By Paul David Washer

One of my greatest burdens is that the Cross
of Christ is rarely explained. It is not enough
to say that “He died” - for all men die. It is not
enough to say that “He died a noble death” for martyrs do the same. We must understand
that we have not fully proclaimed the death of
Christ with saving power until we have cleared
away the confusion that surrounds it and expounded its true meaning to our hearers - He
died bearing the transgressions of His people
and suffering the divine penalty for their sins:
He was forsaken of God and crushed under
the wrath of God in their place.

Forsaken of God
One of the most disturbing, even haunting,
passages in the Scriptures is Mark’s record of
the great cry of the Messiah as He hung upon a
Roman Cross. In a loud voice He cried out:
“Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” which is
translated, “My God, my God, why have
you forsaken me?”1
In light of what we know about the impeccable nature of the Son of God and His perfect fellowship with the Father, it is difficult to
comprehend Christ’s words, yet in them, the
meaning of the Cross is laid bare, and we find
the reason for which Christ died. The fact that
His words are also recorded in the original Hebrew tongue tells us something of their great
importance. The author did not want us to misunderstand or to miss a thing!
In these words, Jesus is not only crying out to
God, but as the consummate teacher, He is also
directing His onlookers and all future readers
to one of the most important Messianic prophecies of the Old Testament - Psalm 22. Though
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the entire Psalm abounds with detailed prophecies of the Cross, we will concern ourselves
with only the first six verses:
“My God, my God, why have You forsaken
me? Far from my deliverance are the words
of my groaning. O my God, I cry by day,
but You do not answer; and by night, but I
have no rest. Yet You are holy, O You who
are enthroned upon the praises of Israel. In
You our fathers trusted; they trusted and You
delivered them. To You they cried out and
were delivered; in You they trusted and were
not disappointed. But I am a worm and not
a man, a reproach of men and despised by
the people.”
In Christ’s day, the Hebrew Scriptures were
not laid out in numbered chapters and verses as
they are today. Therefore, when a rabbi sought
to direct his hearers to a certain Psalm or portion of Scripture, he would do so by reciting
the first lines of the text. In this cry from the
Cross, Jesus directs us to Psalm 22 and reveals
to us something of the character and purpose
of His sufferings.
In the first and second verses, we hear the
Messiah’s complaint - He considers Himself
forsaken of God. Mark uses the Greek word
egkataleípo, which means to forsake, abandon,
or desert.2 The Psalmist uses the Hebrew word
azab, which means to leave, loose, or forsake.3
In both cases, the intention is clear. The Messiah Himself is aware that God has forsaken
Him and turned a deaf ear to His cry. This is
not a symbolic or poetic forsakenness. It is real!
If ever a creature felt the forsakenness of God,
it was the Son of God on the cross of Calvary!
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In the fourth and fifth verses of this Psalm, the
anguish suffered by the Messiah becomes more
acute as He recalls the covenant faithfulness of
God towards His people. He declares:
“In You our fathers trusted; they trusted and
You delivered them. To You they cried out
and were delivered; in You they trusted and
were not disappointed.”
The apparent contradiction is clear. There had
never been one instance in the history of God’s
covenant people that a righteous man cried
out to God and was not delivered. However,
now the sinless Messiah hangs on a tree utterly
forsaken. What could be the reason for God’s
withdrawal? Why did He turn away from His
only begotten Son?
Woven into the Messiah’s complaint is found
the answer to these disturbing questions. In
verse three, He makes the unwavering declaration that God is holy, and then in verse six,
He admits the unspeakable - He had become
a worm and was no longer a man. Why would
the Messiah direct such demeaning and derogatory language toward Himself? Did He see
Himself as a worm because He had become “a
reproach of men and despised by the people”4
or was there a greater and more awful reason
for His self-deprecation? After all, He did not
cry out, “My God, my God, why have the people forsaken me,” but rather He endeavored to
know why God had done so! The answer can
be found in one bitter truth alone - the Lord
had caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him,
and like a worm, He was forsaken and crushed
in our stead.5
This dark metaphor of the dying Messiah is
not alone in Scripture. There are others that
take us even deeper into the heart of the Cross
and lay open for us what “He must suffer”6 in
order to win the redemption of His people.
If we shutter at the words of the Psalmist, we
will be further taken back to hear of the thriceholy7 Son of God becoming the serpent lifted
up in the wilderness, and then, the sin bearing
scapegoat left to die alone.
The first metaphor is found in the book of
Numbers. Because of Israel’s near constant
rebellion against the Lord and their rejection
of His gracious provisions, God sent “fiery
serpents” among the people and many died.8

However, as a result of the people’s repentance and Moses’ intercession, God once again
made provision for their salvation. He commanded Moses to “make a fiery serpent and
set it on a standard.” He then promised that
“everyone who is bitten, when he looks at it,
he will live.”
At first, it seems contrary to reason that “the
cure was shaped in the likeness of that which
wounded.”9 However, it provides a powerful
picture of the cross. The Israelites were dying
from the venom of the fiery serpents. Men die
from the venom of their own sin. Moses was
commanded to place the cause of death high
upon a pole. God placed the cause of our death
upon His own Son as He hung high upon a
cross. He had come “in the likeness of sinful flesh,”10 and was “made to be sin on our
behalf.”11 The Israelite who believed God and
looked upon the brazen serpent would live.
The man who believes God’s testimony concerning His Son and looks upon Him with faith
will be saved.12 As it is written, “Look unto me,
and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I
am God, and there is none else.”13
The second metaphor is found in the priestly
book of Leviticus. Since it was impossible for
one single offering to fully typify or illustrate
the Messiah’s atoning death, an offering involving two sacrificial goats was put before the people.14 The first goat was slain as a sin offering
before the Lord, and its blood was sprinkled
on and in front of the Mercy Seat behind the
veil in the Holy of Holies.15 It typified Christ
who shed His blood on the Cross to make
atonement for the sins of His people. The second goat was presented before the Lord as the
scapegoat.16 Upon the head of this animal, the
High Priest laid “both of his hands and confessed over it all the iniquities of the sons of Israel and all their transgressions in regard to all
their sins.”17 The scapegoat was then sent away
into the wilderness bearing on itself all the iniquities of the people into a solitary land.18 There,
it would wander alone, forsaken of God and
cut off from His people. It typified Christ who
“bore our sins in His body on the cross,”19 and
suffered and died alone “outside the camp.”20
What was only symbolic in the Law became
an excruciating reality for the Messiah.
Is it not astounding that a worm, a venomous
serpent, and goat should be put forth as types
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of Christ? To identify the Son of God with such
“loathsome” things would be blasphemous
had it not come from Old Testament saints
“moved by the Holy Spirit,”21 and then confirmed by the authors of the New Testament
who go even further in their dark depictions.
Under the inspiration of the same Spirit, they
are bold enough to say that He who knew no
sin, was “made sin,”22 and He, who was the beloved of the Father, “became a curse”23 before
Him. We have heard these truths before, but
have we ever considered them enough to be
broken by them?
On the Cross, the One declared “holy, holy,
holy” by the Seraphim choir,24 was “made” to
be sin. The journey into the meaning of this
phrase seems almost too dangerous to take.
We balk even at the first step. What does it
mean that He, in whom “all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form,” was “made sin?”
We must not explain the truth away in an attempt to protect the reputation of the Son of
God, and yet, we must be careful not to speak
terrible things against His impeccable and immutable25 character.
According to the Scriptures, Christ was “made
sin” in the same way that the believer “becomes the righteousness of God” in Him.26 In
his second letter to the church in Corinth, the
Apostle Paul writes:
“He made Him who knew no sin to be sin
on our behalf, so that we might become the
righteousness of God in Him.”27
The believer is not the “righteousness of God”
because of some perfecting or purifying work
upon his character that makes him like God
and without sin, but rather as a result of imputation by which he is considered righteous before God through the work of Christ on his behalf. In the same way, Christ was not made sin
by having His character marred or soiled, thus
actually becoming depraved, but as a result of
imputation by which He was considered guilty
before the judgment seat of God on our behalf.
This truth however, must not cause us to think
any less of Paul’s declaration that Christ was
“made sin.” Although it was an imputed guilt,
it was real guilt, bringing unspeakable anguish
to His soul. He took our guilt as His own, stood
in our place, and died forsaken of God.
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That Christ was “made sin,” is a truth as terrible as it is incomprehensible, and yet, just
when we think that no darker words can be
uttered against Him, the Apostle Paul lights a
lamp and takes us further down into the abyss
of Christ’s humiliation and forsakenness. We
enter the deepest cavern to find the Son of God
hanging from the Cross and bearing His most
infamous title - the Accursed of God!
The Scriptures declare that all humankind lay
under the curse. As it is written, “Cursed is everyone who does not abide by all the things
written in the Book of the Law, to perform
them.”28 From heaven’s perspective, those
who break God’s Law are vile and worthy of
all loathing. They are a wretched lot, justly exposed to divine vengeance, and rightly devoted
to eternal destruction. It is not an exaggeration
to say that the last thing that the accursed sinner should and will hear when he takes his first
step into hell is all of creation standing to its
feet and applauding God because He has rid
the earth of him. Such is the vileness of those
who break God’s law, and such is the disdain
of the holy towards the unholy. Yet, the Gospel teaches us that, “Christ redeemed us from
the curse of the Law, having become a curse
for us -- for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone
who hangs on a tree.’”29 Christ became what
we were in order to redeem us from what we
deserved. He became a worm and no man, the
serpent lifted up in the wilderness, the scapegoat driven outside the camp, the bearer of sin,
and the One upon whom the curse of God did
fall. It is for this reason the Father turned away
from Him and all heaven hid its face.
It is a great travesty that the true meaning of
the Christ’s “cry from the cross” has often been
lost in romantic cliché. It is not uncommon to
hear a preacher declare that the Father turned
away from His Son because He could no longer bear to witness the suffering inflicted upon
Him by the hands of wicked men. Such interpretations are a complete distortion of the text
and of what actually transpired on the Cross.
The Father did not turn away from His Son
because He lacked the fortitude to witness His
sufferings, but because “He made Him who
knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that
we might become the righteousness of God
in Him.”30 He laid our sins upon Him and
turned away, for His eyes are too pure to ap-
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prove evil and cannot look upon wickedness
with favor.31
It is not without reason that many Gospel
tracts picture an infinite abyss between a holy
God and sinful man. With such an illustration,
the Scriptures fully agree. As the Prophet Isaiah cried out:
“Behold, the Lord’s hand is not so short that
it cannot save, nor is His ear so dull that it
cannot hear. But your iniquities have made
a separation between you and your God, and
your sins have hidden His face from you so
that He does not hear” (Isaiah 59:1-2)
It is because of this that all men would have
lived and died separated from the favorable
presence of God and under divine wrath unless the Son of God had stood in their place,
bore their sin, and died “forsaken of God” on
their behalf. For the breach to be closed and
fellowship restored, “Was it not necessary for
the Christ to suffer these things?”32

Christ Dies under the Wrath of God
To obtain the salvation of His people, Christ
not only suffered the terrifying abandonment
of God, but He drank down the bitter cup of
God’s wrath and died a bloody death in the
place of His people. Only then could divine
justice be satisfied, the wrath of God be appeased, and reconciliation be made possible.
In the garden, Christ prayed three times for
“the cup” to be removed from Him, but each
time His will gave into that of His Father.33 We
must ask ourselves, what was in the cup that
caused Him to pray so fervently? What did
it contain that caused Him such anguish that
His sweat was mingled with blood? It is often
said that the cup represented the cruel Roman
cross and the physical torture that awaited
Him; that Christ foresaw the cat of nine tails
coming down across His back, the crown of
thorns piercing His brow, and the primitive
nails driven through His hands and feet. Yet
those who see these things as the source of His
anguish do not understand the Cross, nor what
happened there. Although the tortures heaped
upon Him by the hands of men were all part of
God’s redemptive plan, there was something
much more ominous that evoked the Messiah’s cry for deliverance.

In the first centuries of the primitive church,
thousands of Christians died on crosses. It is
said that Nero crucified them upside down,
covered them with tar, and set them aflame
to provide street lights for the city of Rome.
Throughout the ages since then, a countless
stream of Christians have been led off to the
most unspeakable tortures, and yet it is the
testimony of friend and foe alike that many
of them went to their death with great boldness. Are we to believe that the followers of the
Messiah met such cruel physical death with joy
unspeakable, while the Captain of their Salvation34 cowered in a garden, feigning the same
torture? Did the Christ of God fear whips and
thorns, crosses and spears, or did the cup represent a terror infinitely beyond the greatest
cruelty of men?
To understand the ominous contents of the
cup, we must refer to the Scriptures. There are
two passages in particular that we must consider - one from the Psalms and the other from
the Prophets:
“For a cup is in the hand of the LORD, and
the wine foams; It is well mixed, and He pours
out of this; surely all the wicked of the earth
must drain and drink down its dregs.”35
“For thus the LORD, the God of Israel says
to me, ‘Take this cup of the wine of wrath
from My hand and cause all the nations to
whom I send you to drink it. They will drink
and stagger and go mad because of the sword
that I will send among them.’”36
As a result of the unceasing rebellion of the
wicked, the justice of God had decreed judgment against them. He would rightly pour
forth His indignation upon the nations. He
would put the cup of the wine of His wrath to
their mouth and force them to drink it down
to the dregs.37 The mere thought of such a fate
awaiting the world is absolutely terrifying, yet
this would have been the fate of all, except that
the mercy of God sought for the salvation of a
people, and the wisdom of God devised a plan
of redemption even before the foundation of
the world. The Son of God would become a
man and walk upon the earth in perfect obedience to the Law of God. He would be like us
in all things,38 and tempted in all ways like us
but without sin.39 He would live a perfectly
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righteous life for the glory of God and in the
stead of His people. Then in the appointed
time, He would be crucified by the hands of
wicked men, and on that Cross, He would bear
His people’s guilt, and suffer the wrath of God
against them. The perfect Son of God and a
true Son of Adam together in one glorious person would take the bitter cup of wrath from
the very hand of God and drink it down to the
dregs. He would drink until “it was finished”40
and the justice of God was fully satisfied. The
divine wrath that should have been ours would
be exhausted upon the Son, and by Him, it
would be extinguished.
Imagine an immense dam that is filled to the
brim and straining against the weight behind it.
All at once, the protective wall is pulled away
and the massive destructive power of the deluge is unleashed. As certain destruction races
toward a small village in the nearby valley, the
ground suddenly opens up before it and drinks
down that which would have carried it away.
In similar fashion, the judgment of God was
rightly racing toward every man. Escape could
not be found on the highest hill or in the deepest abyss. The fleetest of foot could not outrun
it, nor could the strongest swimmer endure its
torrents. The dam was breached and nothing
could repair its ruin. But when every human
hope was exhausted, at the appointed time,
the Son of God interposed. He stood between
divine justice and His people. He drank down
the wrath that they themselves had kindled and
the punishment they deserved. When He died,
not one drop of the former deluge remained.
He drank it all!
Imagine two giant millstones, one turning
on top of the other. Imagine that caught between the two is a single grain of wheat that is
pulled under the massive weight. First, its hull
is crushed beyond recognition, and then its
inwards parts are poured out and ground into
dust. There is no hope of retrieval or reconstruction. All is lost and beyond repair. Thus,
in a similar fashion, “it pleased the Lord” to
crush His only Son and put Him to grief unspeakable.41 Thus, it pleased the Son to submit
to such suffering in order that God might be
glorified and a people might be redeemed. It
is not that God found some gleeful pleasure in
the suffering of His beloved Son, but through
His death, the will of God was accomplished.
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No other means had the power to put away sin,
satisfy divine justice, and appease the wrath
of God against us. Unless that divine grain of
wheat had fallen to the ground and died, it
would have abided alone without a people or
a bride.42 The pleasure was not found in the
suffering, but in all that such suffering would
accomplish: God would be revealed in a glory
yet unknown to men or angels, and a people
would be brought into unhindered fellowship
with their God.
In one of the most epic stories in the Old Testament, the patriarch Abraham is commanded
to carry his son Isaac to Mount Moriah, and
there, to offer him as a sacrifice to God.
“Take now your son, your only son, whom you
love, Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah, and
offer him there as a burnt offering on one of
the mountains of which I will tell you.”43
What a burden was laid upon Abraham! We
cannot even begin to imagine the sadness that
filled the old man’s heart and tortured him
every step of his journey. The Scriptures are
careful to tell us that he was commanded to
offer “his son, his only son, whom he loved.”
The specificity seems designed to catch our attention and make us think that there is more
meaning hidden in these words than we can
yet tell.
On the third day, the two reached the appointed place, and the father himself bound
his beloved son with his own hand. Finally,
in submission to what must be done, he laid
his hand upon his son’s brow and “took the
knife to slay him.”44 At that very moment, the
mercy and grace of God interposed, and the
old man’s hand was stayed. God called out to
him from heaven and said:
“Abraham, Abraham! ...Do not stretch out
your hand against the lad, and do nothing
to him; for now I know that you fear God,
since you have not withheld your son, your
only son, from Me.”45
At the voice of the Lord, Abraham raised his
eyes, and found a ram caught in the thicket by
his horns. He took the ram and offered him
up in the place of his son.46 He then named
that place YHWH-jireh or “The Lord will provide.” It is a faithful saying that remains until
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this day, “In the mount of the Lord it will be
provided.”47 As the curtains draw to a close
on this epic moment in history, not only Abraham, but also everyone who has ever read this
account breathes a sigh of relief that the boy is
spared. We think to ourselves what a beautiful
end to the story, but it was not the end, it was a
mere intermission!
Two thousand years later, the curtain opens
again. The background is dark and ominous.
At center stage is the Son of God on Mount
Calvary. He is bound by obedience to the will
of His Father. He hangs there bearing the sin
of His people. He is accursed - betrayed by His
creation48 and forsaken of God. Then, the silence is broken with the horrifying thunder of
God’s wrath. The Father takes the knife, draws
back His arm, and slays “His Son, His only
Son, whom He loves.” And the words of Isaiah
the prophet are fulfilled:
“Surely our griefs He Himself bore, and our
sorrows He carried; yet we ourselves esteemed
Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.
But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities;
the chastening for our well-being fell upon
Him, and by His scourging we are healed...
But the Lord was pleased to crush Him, putting Him to grief.”49
The curtain is drawn to a close on a slain Son
and a crucified Messiah. Unlike Isaac there was
no ram to die in His place. He was the Lamb
who would die for the sins of the world.50 He
is God’s provision for the redemption of His
people. He is the fulfillment of which Isaac and
the ram were only shadows. In Him, Mount
Calvary is renamed “YHWH-jireh” or “The
Lord will provide.” And it is a faithful saying
that remains until this day, “In the mount of
the Lord it will be provided.”51 Calvary was
the mount and salvation was provided. Thus,
the discerning believer cries out, “God, God,
I know you love me since you have not withheld your Son, your only Son, whom You love,
from me.”52

suffering that was heaped upon His Son by the
hands of men, and that He counted such affliction as payment for our sins. This is heresy
of the worst kind. Christ satisfied divine justice
not merely by enduring the affliction of men,
but by enduring and dying under the wrath of
God. It takes more than crosses, nails, crowns
of thorns, and lances, to pay for sin. The believer is saved, not merely because of what
men did to Christ on the Cross, but because of
what God did to Him - He crushed Him under
the full force of His wrath against us. Rarely is
this truth made clear enough in the abundance
of all our Gospel preaching!
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It is an injustice to Calvary that the true pain
of the Cross is often overlooked by a more
romantic, but less powerful theme. It is often
thought and even preached that the Father
looked down from heaven and witnessed the
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Meet our new missionaries in Israel,
India, and Peru. Michael “Misha”
Karpovetzki is serving alongside Antony
Simon, Leonid Banchik, and the rest of
the Voice in the Wilderness team in the
country of Israel. Sib Sankar Mahakal is
serving among the Hindus in West Bengal, India. Segundo Gonzales is serving
in the city of Chiclayo, an important
costal city in the country of Peru.
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Michael “Misha” Karpovetzki
Though HeartCry has been a channel for Michael’s
supporters to direct funds to him for approximately
two years, we have only recently decided to “officially” begin supporting him. He has lived in Israel for
almost eighteen years, most of which he has spent
serving the Lord in the ministry. Michael is now
serving alongside Antony Simon, Leonid Banchik,
and the rest of the Voice in the Wilderness team. He
is a welcomed addition to the team, as he has now
taken over the pastoral duties of the Hope of Israel
congregation in Kiriat Gat. He is also working with
drug and alcohol addicts in Tel Aviv and training
young men in his congregation. Pray for Michael, his
wife Svetlana, and their two children Miriam (10)
and Haim (7).
I was born in a Jewish family. During my
childhood, I never had questions about God,
nor did I search for Him. I also never had a
sense of being different from anyone else just
because I was Jewish. My parents were careful
to reinforce that we were Jews and they often
spoke in Yiddish, especially when they wanted
to hide things from me. In my youth, I easily accepted the theory of atheism that was so
ingrained in the communistic ideology I was
taught. At the same time, I experienced discrimination because anti-Semitism infected the
society in which I grew up.
My teenage years were the most difficult
period of my life. I experienced one misery
after another. At the age of fifteen, I lost my
mother and I began asking myself, “What is
there after death?” Two years later, my father passed away and I felt extremely lonely.

I tried to cover my loneliness with relationships, student groups, choreography, and theater. However, this was not enough for me.
Finally, my greatest spiritual crisis came when
I was called to serve in the limited contingent
of the Soviet Army in Afghanistan. There, I
started to pray for the first time, though I still
did not believe in God. By the time I returned
home from the army, a spiritual search had
started inside me. Being a logical and objective person, I searched for the truth. At the
same time, I returned to Israel and my consciousness of my Jewish heritage increased.
I had never before thought that the Truth would
be found in Christ, because I had always considered Christianity to be a hostile religion that
had anti-Semitism in its roots. However, when
I repatriated to Israel, I met some Christians,
whom God used to change my former prejudice about Christianity. Nevertheless, because
I was a Jew, I fought against the Lord and resisted the truth. I understood the consequences
I would have to face if I became a Christian.
I also realized that I would have to leave my
sin and change my life-style. I praise the Lord
that in spite of all these conflicts, He smashed
my heart, and I dedicated my life to God and
His service.
From the first moment that I turned to God,
I had a zealous desire to bring the truth of
God’s blessings through faith in Jesus Christ
to people who did not know Him. I quickly
understood that this had to be the primary or
most important goal of my life. This desire in
my heart is what led me to be a minister of the
Gospel. Testifying to the truth of the Gospel is
what gives my life substance and meaning. Until today, the initial love of Christ still resides in
my heart, and every time a new soul comes to
Him, I experience the same unforgettable joy
that I experienced in my own turning to God.
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After I accepted Jesus as my personal Savior,
I got joy and peace in my life because I knew
that I had eternal life in heaven with Him. I no
longer followed my worldly friends who gave
me wrong advice, and although I was alone,
I knew that Jesus was always with me. Even
now, He guides me all the way in my life. Now,
I believe that no one can snatch me from Jesus’
hand because through His grace I have been
saved ( John 10:28).

Sib Mahakal
Sib Mahakal is a church planter in Midnapore, West
Bengal (India). He is a Bengali who is ministering among his native people. They are considered the
largest unreached people group in the world. Already
Sib has seen many come to faith in Jesus Christ.
My name is Sib Sankar Mahakal and I am from
West Bengal, India. I was born and brought up in
a Hindu family. Before my conversion to Christianity, I never believed that there was a God in this
world. I spent most of my time with all my Hindu
friends doing things that were utterly meaningless.
I did not have any peace in my life.
One day, an evangelist started coming to my
house. My parents were already Christians,
and he would come and have worship with
them every week. He would always call me
to sit with them, but I never listened. Nevertheless, one day when I was inside my room,
the evangelist came and shared about sin and
salvation. He shared that because of sin, Jesus
Christ came to this world, died on the cross,
and on the third day, He rose again. He told
me that the Bible taught that all men were sinners and that the wages of sin was death. He
also showed me that if I believed in my heart
and confessed with my mouth that Jesus was
Lord, I would be saved. Then, he warned me
that there was no other way to go to heaven or
have eternal life. Those words really touched
my heart. I realized that I was a wretched sinner. Tears came down my face, and I confessed
all my sins before the Lord. I accepted Him
as my personal Savior from that very moment.
After my conversion, I was baptized. It was in
the month of July 1994.
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After my conversion, I read the Bible everyday and prayed to my Lord regularly. I was
eager to know more about Jesus and the way
of life that is in Him. His Word became a light
for my path. I attended every Sunday worship
service and had fellowship with other believers. Doing all these things gave me peace of
mind in my life.
Now, whenever I pray for anything to Jesus, He
answers my prayer. This increases my faith and
helps me grow spiritually day-by-day. Through
reading the Holy Word and meditating upon it,
I get many blessings that I cannot understand.
I feel His presence every moment in my life.
When I fall down spiritually, He picks me
up. He is always with me and is making great
changes in my life that I never thought possible
before. I am growing day-by-day.
I know and strongly believe that God has
called me because of His words in John 15:16:
“You did not choose me but I chose you and
appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that
will last.” He has called me as His ambassador.
He chose me before the creation of the world
to be a witness for Him and to proclaim His
good news to unbelievers. The harvest is plentiful, but workers are few.
From the beginning, since I first started to work
in this ministry, I have faced many difficulties and discouragements. Nevertheless, God
is helping me, using me, and leading me in a
mighty way. He has chosen and called me to be
His witness. Therefore, I know that to the end of
my life I will serve the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His
calling and choosing you. 2 Peter 1:10

Segundo González Segura
Brother Gonzáles is a newly appointed HeartCry
missionary, but he is no novice to missionary work.
We are now partnering with him in his new church
plant after receiving several testimonies from other
pastors about his devotion to the work in spite of
great hardship and sacrifice.
My name is Segundo González Segura and I
was born on April 17, 1954, in the department
of Amazonas, in the country of Peru. When
I was a young man, some believers from the
church begin to witness to me and implore me
to attend their church. On the second night
of a week-long anniversary celebration for
the church, I was shown my sin and received
Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior. It was a
beautiful experience that changed my life forever. From that moment on my life was totally
different. Prior to my conversion, I lived for
worldly entertainment and pleasure, but afterwards, my life was directed toward God and
service in the church.
The following year after my conversion, I gave
my public testimony of faith through my baptism. At this time, I began to fellowship with
three other young men who were dedicated to
Bible Study, prayer, and evangelism. I also enrolled in a correspondence course to know the
Scriptures in a greater way.
As I kept walking with Christ and growing in
the Lord, I felt even more compelled to speak
to others about Christ. My friends and I began to hold meetings everywhere and with
anyone who would listen to us. I was greatly
motivated by the pastors who would visit our
church. They encouraged me to prepare myself for the ministry in a Bible institute, but my

parents were strongly opposed. Finally, after
many months had passed, the Lord continued
to impress upon my heart the need for training
and He opened up “impossible doors” so that
I could get the training I needed in the Baptist
Seminary of Peru. After my first year, I had no
money left for support, my brother died, and
my mother became very sick. Because of this,
I had to postpone my studies for two years.
In spite of all these problems, I eventually
graduated in 1981 and was invited to pastor in
a nearby church. By God’s grace, I pastored
in the same church for sixteen years and we
planted three churches.
Then, eight years ago, I felt God’s leading to
leave the pastorate and dedicate myself to missionary work. When we first arrived in the
Chiclayo area, it was a white field with very
few workers. Since that time, we have planted
one church, “The Baptist Mission Shalom,”
and we have begun another work in the town
of Mochumi. The name of the work is “The
Baptist Mission Sinai.”
I thank the Lord with all my heart for my wife
and children who work with me as a team in
the work of the Lord. By God’s grace, we have
done all these things as co-laborers.

Elena Córdoba Armas
The wife of Segundo Gonzáles
I was born on April 17, 1957, in the jungle city
of Pucallpa. My mother died and left me an
orphan at the age of three. By the time I was
nineteen years old, I was full of anger and bitterness. I questioned God because He let my
mother die. Then at the most difficult time of
my life, a friend invited me to her church. After
listening to God’s message for many weeks, I
received Christ into my life to be my only Savior. The date was March 8, 1977. The following
year, I was baptized and came to understand
that the Lord was calling me into full-time
ministry. In that same year, I began to study
in the Baptist Seminary of Peru. I graduated in
1981 and married Segundo two years later. We
now have four children and we serve as a team
in the work of the Lord. I thank God for the
conversion and consecration of my children,
but most importantly, I thank God that He has
given meaning to my life.

THAT GOD’S NAME BE GREAT AMONG THE NATIONS

27

About HeartCry Missionary Society

Our Statement of Purpose
The chief end of all mission work is the Glory of God. Our greatest concern is that His Name
be great among the nations, from the rising to the setting of the sun (Malachi 1:11), and that the
Lamb who was slain might receive the full reward for His suffer- ings (Revelation 7:9-10). We find
our great purpose and motivation not in man or his needs, but in God, His commitment to His
own glory, and our God-given desire to see Him worshipped in every nation, tribe, people, and
language. We find our great confidence not in the Church’s ability to fulfill the Great Commission, but in God’s unlimited and unhindered power to accomplish all He has decreed.

Our Church
The HeartCry Missionary Society is not a
para-church organization; rather, we are a
ministry under the authority and supervision of a local New Testament church and
its elders. We call ourselves a society simply because the word denotes a proper association of people with similar interests,
purposes, or passions. Those of our church
and those who faithfully support this ministry have one abiding purpose: That God’s
Name be great among the nations through
the redemption of men and the building
up of Christ’s bride.
Our church is the First Baptist Church
of Muscle Shoals (1915 East Avalon Avenue, Muscle Shoals, AL, 35661). It is a
Southern Baptist Church concerned with
the restoration of the true Gospel and the
biblical principles that ought to govern
the local church. The elders serving at First Baptist Muscle Shoals are Phil Baggett, Andy
Bolding, Steve Bradley, Donnie Dulaney, Jim Fowler, Alvin Lynch, Bill Newman, Jeff Noblit, Michael Statom, and David Wigginton.

Come Over & Help Us
The harvest is truly plentiful and the laborers
are few. At this moment, there are countless
works throughout the world that could be expanded if only Christians would turn from the
vanities of this world and give themselves to
the will of God in making the Gospel known to
every man, woman, and child under heaven.
The Great Commission can be divided into
two distinct, but interrelated ministries. You are
either called to go down into the well (i.e. go as
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a missionary) or hold the rope for those who
go down (i.e. support missionaries). Either way,
there will be scars on your hands. Those who
do not go are called to support those who do
with the same dedication and sacrifice. Where
are your scars? What has it cost you to fulfill the
Great Commission?
As a Christian, you have been called to participate fully and sacrificially in the Great Commis-
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What We Do
Although we recognize the great importance of sending missionaries from the West to unevangelized peoples throughout the world, we believe that we are led of the Lord to support indigenous
or native missionaries so that they might evangelize their own peoples. We work with godly men
and women of integrity and faith in the unreached world to help them evangelize and plant
churches among their own peoples. Our primary ministries are:

Language Distribution

Church Planting

One of the great needs among indigenous
missionaries and pastors is solid Christian literature. Besides the basic study tools, it is our
desire to provide works from such sources as
the Puritans, the preachers of the Great Awakening, Spurgeon, Martyn Lloyd Jones, etc.

This is our primary ministry. Nothing can do more
to advance the Kingdom and nothing is more difficult than planting biblical churches throughout the
world. We also support works on university campuses in Eastern Europe, but always in connection
with the local church.

Ministry Tools

Bible Conferences

With prayer and discretion, we provide any
number of resources necessary for the indigenous missionary to advance the work: boats,
cars, pack mules, generators, computers, construction, etc.

Missions is not about sending missionaries, but
about sending truth through missionaries. One
of the greatest needs on the contemporary mission field is theological training and instruction
in expository preaching. Our Bible conferences
focus mainly upon the true Gospel, expository
preaching, true conversion and assurance, and
the biblical church.

sion (Matthew 28:18-20) in either going to the
unreached or supporting those who go. However, it may not be God’s will for you to do so
through this ministry. Please seek the Lord in
prayer and in the study of the Scriptures before
sending financial support. Please do not send
financial support to this ministry if you are not
being faithful in giving to your local church.

Acts 16:9
THAT GOD’S NAME BE GREAT AMONG THE NATIONS
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Stay Connected
Free Magazine
The HeartCry Missionary
Society publishes a quarterly
magazine free of charge to all
who request it. The primary
purpose of our magazine is to
share something of the great
work that God is doing in the
world through indigenous missions. In our publication, we
share more than mission statistics,
but provide personal testi- monies and reports from the field that
let the reader see something of the
heart of the missionaries and the
struggles they endure for the sake
of the Name. We do all this with the
goal of encouraging believers in the
West to turn away from the vanities of
this world, follow hard after Christ, and
give themselves to the fulfillment of the Great
Commission in the world. Remember: We
are called to either go down in the well, or hold
the rope for those who go down!

DOWNLOAD

Past & Current Issues
from our Website.

Visit Our Website
We have recently redesigned and redeveloped the
website for 2008. New features include more intuitive Resources section, allowing users to download
sermons (by Paul Washer and others), articles, online
books, and watch videos. It also features an evergrowing Recommended Resources section and a
thumbnail based HeartCry Magazine Archive going
all the way back to Volume 1.
We are committed to offering fresh content on a
regular basis by way of news updates, missionary
stories, and photos from recent trips. We are also
featuring a more extensive F.A.Q. section. Feel free
to submit new questions.
As always, you can find information about our ministry and methodology, a statement of our theology,
and essential convictions about the Gospel and Missions. You also have the ability to feedback, contact
us, and even Donate online.
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Get Involved
The purposes of our publication and
website are summarized below:
The Glory of God The chief end of all men
and their endeavors is the glory of God (I Corinthians 10:31).

Stewardship among God’s People Many
churches and individuals have given generously so that this ministry might exist and minister
among the nations. It touches us as stewards of
God to give a faithful report.
Thanksgiving It is our desire to publish the
gracious work of God in meeting all our needs
so that Christians might offer thanksgiving to
God for His faithfulness and lovingkindness
toward us.
Encouragement It is our desire to publish

We will make known His gracious answers to
our feeble prayers so that His people might be
strengthened to believe that He is both willing
and able to do them good.

World Missions Awareness We desire to
make known the world’s great need of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and to motivate Christians
to give their lives to the work of the harvest.
We also seek to demonstrate that the Great
Commission is not a losing battle, but that
great victories are being won and the Gospel
is spreading to every nation, tribe, people, and
language.
Prayer We desire to encourage God’s people
to pray to the Lord of the Harvest that He
might send forth laborers into His harvest, and
that all the earth might be filled with the Glory
of God.

God’s faithfulness to us so that Christians
might be encouraged to trust Him in prayer.

HeartCry Web Network
Do you have a Website? A blog? or some sort of
presence on the world wide web? Do you also
possess a passion for sharing Jesus Christ to a
lost world? In other words, are you a Web Missionary? Then we want to connect with you.
We at HeartCry are building a team of Web Missionaries that are committed to the spreading of
truth on the internet, in the same way that our
To Sign Up, Go to:

missionaries spread truth on the field. We are
committed to providing resources for you to use
to spread the message of Jesus Christ. Content
such as Audio players, Video players, Graphics,
etc. will be provided as they are created. Audio
and video content will be fed from our servers,
so you will not incur any costs.

www.heartcrymissionary.com/network

Contact Us
We would count it a privilege to hear
from you and answer any questions you
might have regarding our ministry. Please
do not hesitate to contact us by any of the
following means:

Address: 1915 Avalon Avenue
Muscle Shoals, AL 35661
Telephone (256) 381-7510
Website
Email

THAT GOD’S NAME BE GREAT AMONG THE NATIONS

www.heartcrymissionary.com
info@heartcrymissionary.com
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