
Reasons for church membership 

1) The church is Christ’s representative to the world/nations. Matt. 16:18; 28:19-20; Eph. 

1:22-23; 3:10; 1 Tim. 3:15; 1 Peter 2:9-10. Christ builds his church. The church puts the 

alternative rule of Christ on display for the nations and heavenly authorities. The church is 

God’s “holy nation” that proclaims God’s excellencies to the nations. 

2) The church is the body of Christ. Those who have been united to Christ by faith are 

members of his body. Rom. 12:4-5; 1 Cor. 12:12-13, 27; Eph. 4:4, 16. All those who Jesus 

saves are members of his body. 

3) Members of Christ’s body connect with one another in local churches. Acts 2:41-47; 13:1; 

14:23; 20:17, 28; Rom. 16:1, 4-5, 16; 1 Cor. 1:2; Gal. 1:2; 1 Thess. 1:1; Rev. 2-3. It was 

assumed in the New Testament that those saved by faith in Christ were members of local 

churches. The Christian life in the New Testament was church life. 

4) Church members affirm one another’s faith in Christ. We affirm salvation is through faith 

in Christ: Matt. 16:16-18; Eph. 4:4-5; Phil. 1:27; Jude 3. All believers are baptized: 28:19; 

Acts 2:41; 8:12; 10:47-48; 16:15, 33; 19:5; Rom. 6:3-4. By keeping the gospel central, that 

salvation is by faith in Christ alone, and by baptizing those who confess faith in Christ, we 

affirm one another’s faith in Christ for salvation. Thus we affirm that we are members of 

Christ’s body, citizens of his kingdom. 

5) Church members commit to regularly gathering for worship, prayer, teaching and 

fellowship. Acts 2:42-47; Col. 3:16; Hebrews 10:24-25. Membership emphasizes our 

commitment to regularly gather with other members to participate in the New Testament 

priorities for church life and for being sustained in our faith and hope.  

6) Church members commit to serving and caring for one another. Acts 2:44-45; 4:32-37; 

Rom. 12:3-13; 1 Peter 4:10-11; 1 Cor.12:4-11, 24-25; Eph. 4:1-4; Phil.2:1-4; Col. 3:12-16; 1 

Thess. 5:11. Membership clarifies which Christians you are most responsible to serve, 

encourage, and care for. 

7) Church members commit to assisting one another’s growth in Christ. Rom. 15:14; Eph. 

4:11-16; Col. 3:16. Membership clarifies your commitment to help other members to grow in 

Christ by using your gifts and speaking the truth in love. Membership clarifies who we are 

most responsible to disciple.  

8) Church members commit to helping each other overcome their sins. Heb. 3:12-14; Gal. 

6:1-2; Matt. 18:15-20; 1 Cor. 5:1-13. Membership clarifies which Christians for whom we are 

most responsible to help or by whom to be helped to overcome sin. 

9) Church members commit to spreading the gospel, Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 1:8; Phil. 1:27. 

Paul exhorts local church members to “strive together for the faith of the gospel.” 

Membership clarifies that commitment for local church members. 

10) Church leaders need to know who they are responsible for. Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 5:2-3; 1 

Thess. 5:12; 1 Tim. 5:17; Heb. 13:17. Membership clarifies for Church leaders which 

Christians they will be most responsible to give an account for. And it clarifies for Christians 

which leaders they are responsible to follow. 


