
Small Group Questions for 1 John 5:13-20                 August 6, 2017 

Leaders:  Given the emphasis on prayer in this passage, this would be a great week to do the July-August prayer 
night together if you have not already done it!   

LEARN 

Sermon discussion:  What stood out to you from the sermon on Sunday? 
(Leaders:  Feel free to develop and ask any question from sermon material here, and regularly emphasize this as a 
time to share insights learned, challenging/helpful content) 

John wrote this letter “so that you may know that you have eternal life” (v. 13).  What verses in 1 John would you 
put forward as evidence that someone can be certain they are a Christian?  
(Options include 1:9, 2:3, 2:6, 2:23, 2:29, 3:6-7, 3:10, 3:19-24, 4:4, 4:7, 4:15-17, 5:1-2.  Use this as a broad 
summary of the book, to encourage one another in the assurance we can have of our salvation) 

Why is it important that John includes “according to his will” in regard to prayer in v 15-16? 
(Prayer is not manipulating God to get our will accomplished, it is submitting to his will.  Prayer is the God-
ordained means of providing for us according to his will) 

PRACTICE 

Considering v. 19, how should we as Christians respond to and interact with the world? 
(Application points include not being shocked at evil in the world, knowing the world is in rebellion against God 
and will be resistant to Christians too, witnessing to people about the greatness of Jesus while knowing only God 
can save, celebrating every conversion to Christ knowing God overcomes the evil one) 

Read v. 20 again.  As a group, share brief testimonies of how Christ has given you understanding of who he is.  
Do this in a format like “Christ has given me understanding that he is _____ // that I am _______ in him” 
(Leaders:  The goal is group members encouraging one another with gospel truth, giving God praise for bringing 
them to a knowledge of who he is and who they are in him) 

CHANGE 

How have you seen the protection of Jesus lead to putting an end to ongoing sin in your life (v. 18)?   
(Leaders:  The goal is tangible examples of “I was X, but through God’s grace and Jesus’ protection I no longer 
am or am quick to repent.”) 

How is your prayer life going?  What is one tangible, measurable commitment you can make to pray more 
regularly in the next 7 days? 
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