
9/17/17 Small Group Questions             Mark 4:1-20 

LEARN 
What stood out to you from the sermon on Sunday?  What was most helpful, encouraging or challenging to your 
walk with Christ? 

How should this parable help us understand different responses to the Word of God preached, or the gospel shared 
with someone? 

What are examples of the “deceitfulness of riches” in our culture and context?  
(False sense of security, false sense of control, believing money answers our deepest problems, “wealth” seems to 
promise so many things but can’t deliver on those promises) 

PRACTICE 
When sharing the gospel with someone, we are not in control of the “type of soil” they are.  What comfort or 
encouragement should this provide when a person does not come to Christ?  
(Idea here is that while we are saddened when they don’t, and should continue to pursue the person and not write 
them off, it’s not on us to bring someone to Christ.  The condition or readiness of their heart will cause certain 
responses or non-responses to the Word) 

In verse 14 Jesus says “the sower sows the word”.  As a group, discuss what the “word” is that we are supposed to 
be sowing.  
(The goal is to talk about the core content of the gospel message.  Encourage brief summary statements of the 
gospel, from various parts of the Bible, as a way to train one another in what the “word” is that we should be 
spreading like seed) 

Three soils that reject the gospel include hardness of heart, superficial commitment, and preoccupied with other 
things. Where have you seen these responses in your life personally? What can we learn from these 3 responses?  
(We have received Christ but can at times be like certain soils, preoccupied with worries or the cares of this 
world.  We need to be aware these threaten to choke out spiritual growth and bearing fruit for God). 

CHANGE 
All of us struggle to one degree or another in evangelism.  What are your core 1-2 fears, false beliefs, or general 
things that keep you from regularly bringing Jesus up in conversation with people?  
(Leaders, a good follow up question would be “What’s driving that fear?” or “What do you need to repent of or 
leave behind to overcome what you’ve just said?”) 

You can’t control the fruit you bear, but you can control the seed you scatter. Where is God calling you to plant or 
water? Where is God calling you to trust Him for the growth? 

Pray together as a group for 2 primary things:  #1 for you to have opportunity and boldness to witness to 1-3 
specific people (name them in prayer), and #2 for God to prepare their hearts to be receptive to the Word.


