
Small Group Questions            April 28, 2019 

LEADERS 
This Friday (May 3rd), we’ll be sending a SG Newsletter asking you to dedicate time in an upcoming 
SG meeting to discuss the Building Opportunity in depth and pray together.  A guide with talking and 
prayer points will be included. 

LEARN 
Read 1 Samuel 8 together.  What stands out from the text and from Sunday’s sermon that is 
encouraging or challenging to you? 

What was the real problem with Israel’s request for a king? 
(It was not the desire for a king – Deut. 17:14-20 – but was their desire to be like the surrounding 
nations.) 

Why did God tell Samuel to obey the demands of Israel instead of just saying “No”? 
(They were ultimately rejecting God, not Samuel.  God’s rebuke to Israel was in part giving them their 
desire.  Getting what you want is not always a sign of God’s approval!) 

PRACTICE 
What are some signs that a desired plan in your life has become idolatrous?  How can you combat 
this or resist this in your life? 
(Ex. From Scott:  When you have a way in your head something should go and you don’t come to the 
Lord / When God plays no part in your prayers except to bless “my decision” / When you think the 
problem can be resolved by a system and not repentance.) 

What is an example of a time you got what you thought you “needed” only for it to become negative/
oppressing in your life? 
(Like a King would basically enslave Israel, our plans/demands can enslave us too.  Another way to 
ask the question: “What do people think they ‘need’ that tends to enslave?”) 

How does the pressure to be like the culture around you weigh heavily on you?  What gospel truths 
need to be remembered and obeyed to stand out as we follow Jesus? 
(Ex:  Belonging to Jesus, your life being hidden in Christ, as you received Jesus so walk in him, deny 
self and follow Jesus, Jesus as King, pursuing your highest joy in obedience to Jesus.) 

CHANGE 
Is there a specific area of your life you know God is calling you to be separate – aka to be holy – for his 
glory?  Describe the area and the struggle, and commit to praying for one another this week. 
(Emphasize the issue of our hearts desiring things more than Christ and our hearts needing 
transformation and renewal.  Consider reading Ephesians 4:17-24 together and pray in light of the 
command to put off the old self and put on the new self being with renewed minds.)


