
Small Group Questions                   March 24, 2019 

LEADERS 
The SGL Meet Up is coming on April 7th.  The theme is “Developing a system of care in your group” 
and will address several important features of groups growing in their care for each other.  Hope you 
can make it!  Email knolan@doxachurch.net or fill out the form in the last Newsletter. 

LEARN 
Read 1 Samuel 4:1b – 22 together.  What stands out to you in the text and what was encouraging or 
challenging from the sermon on Sunday? 

How would you summarize the events in verses 1-11 in a way that not only described the facts but 
expressed the heart of the matter? 
(The ark was a visible sign of God’s kingship, revelation, mercy and leading his people.  But it 
became a source of superstition for Israel, who falsely believed God had to give them victory if they 
brought it with them.  Tragedy ensued due to their sin.) 

What important truths do we see about God’s sovereignty over both good and bad events from the 
passage? 
(Ex:  God will not allow his name to be abused or denigrated by his people through superstition. 
Judgment and discipline is meant to bring his people to himself.) 

PRACTICE 
Israel presumed upon God’s presence with the ark of the covenant.  How does this sort of thing still 
happen in people’s lives, either with assumptions about God or certain physical objects?  
(Ex: Thinking wearing a cross makes you safe, or holy.  Believing when you pray in front of 
something, or always in a specific posture or place, God is more likely to hear you.) 

How have you seen God use “defeats” in your life for his glory and your ultimate good?   
(Encourage specifics – what happened in your life?  Was it suffering, or a period of sinful rebellion in 
your life?  Was it the loss of a loved one that God used to draw you to himself?  Etc.) 

God suffered the ultimate loss in the death of Jesus, yet his death became his victory and ours.  How 
does reflecting on the gospel bring you hope amidst loss? 

CHANGE 
Have you been guilty of thinking of God in a superstitious “lucky charm” kind of way?  What are the 
dangers of this kind of false belief and how do you overcome it? 
(The dangers lie in the fact that it is false.  We exchange true faith with a lie.  Overcome through 
repentance, embracing God’s Word, rejecting superstition, humbling self before God, trusting God’s 
character and goodness especially in pain/loss.)
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