UNIT 11
Session 1

Use Week of:

Solomon Asked for Wisdom
1

1 Kings 2:1-4,10-12; 3:1-15
MAIN POINT: Solomon asked God for wisdom.
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 2:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes
from God.
BIBLE PASSAGE:

SMALL GROUP OPENING

LARGE GROUP BIBLE STUDY SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES

(15–20 MINUTES)

(10–15 MINUTES)

(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 84

PAGE 86

PAGE 88

Leader BIBLE STUDY
David’s sin with Bathsheba yielded difficult consequences,
but God showed David and Bathsheba that He still loved
them. After the death of their first son, Bathsheba gave birth
to Solomon. Nathan, the prophet whom God had used to
confront David concerning his sin, gave Solomon a second
name: Jedidiah, which means “Beloved of the Lord.” God
chose Solomon to be king. (See 2 Sam. 12:24-25;
1 Chron. 22:9-13.)
Early in Solomon’s life, God appeared to him in a
dream. “What should I give you?” God asked. Solomon’s
response set him apart from many other kings. His Godhonoring qualities were apparent. First, Solomon humbly
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acknowledged his lack of experience in leading God’s
people. Then he said, “Give Your servant an obedient heart
to judge Your people and to discern between good and evil.
For who is able to judge this great people of Yours?”
(1 Kings 3:9).

1

If you were a king or queen and God offered to give you
anything you asked for, what request would you make?
Ask the preschoolers you teach what they would ask for
if they could receive anything their hearts desired. One
might assume that a king would ask for power or for victory
over his enemies. Perhaps he would ask for riches or to
live a long life. Solomon asked for none of these. Instead,
he asked God to make him wise. God was pleased with
Solomon’s request, and He agreed to give Solomon a wise
and understanding heart.
Solomon’s heart was surrendered to God. God created
people to do His will. Jesus was greater than Solomon. (See
Matt. 12:42.) He completely trusted God with His life.
Jesus surrendered His own life to die on the cross for our
sins so that God could bring us back to Himself.

Additional resources for each session are available at
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.
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The BIBLE STORY
Solomon Asked for Wisdom
1 Kings 2:1-4,10-12; 3:1-15
David was an old man. He had been the king of Israel
for a long time. Now his son Solomon was going to be
the king. Before David died, he gave Solomon some special
instructions.
David said, “Be strong and brave, Solomon. Obey
God, and you will be a good king. God will keep His
promise to us. Every king of Israel will come from our
family.”
David told Solomon to make wise choices, and he
told him how to treat his enemies. Then David died, and
Solomon was the king of Israel.
One night, God talked to Solomon in a dream. God
said, “Solomon, ask for anything you want, and I will
give it to you.” Now, a king might have asked to live a long
life or to be very rich. Solomon could have asked God to
take away all his enemies. But Solomon did not ask to be
rich or to live a long time. He asked for something even
better.
Solomon said, “God, I am young, and I do not know
very much about being a king. Please make me wise. Help
me obey You. Help me know what is right and wrong.
Help me be a good leader.”
God said to Solomon, “I am happy you have asked
for wisdom. I am going to make you more wise and
understanding than anyone who has ever lived. No one in
the future will ever be as wise as you, Solomon.”
Then God said, “Because you asked for wisdom, I will
also give you what you did not ask for: long life, riches,
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and honor. You will be greater than any other king while
you are alive.”
Solomon woke up. God had spoken to him in a dream!
Solomon thanked God and praised Him.
Christ Connection: Solomon was a wise king who wanted
to follow God’s plan. God had a plan to send a greater and
wiser king—Jesus. Jesus trusted God and followed God’s plan
by dying on the cross for our sin.

WANT TO
DISCOVER
GOD’S WORD?
GET
MORE!

Invite preschoolers to
check out this week’s
devotionals to discover
that Solomon asked
God for wisdom to
lead God’s people.
We receive wisdom
through reading and
understanding God’s
Word. (See Ps. 119:33)
Order in bulk, subscribe
quarterly, or purchase
individually. For more
information, check out
www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING
Solomon Asked for Wisdom
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 2:1-4,10-12; 3:1-15
MAIN POINT: Solomon asked God for wisdom.
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 2:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes
from God.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome time
• “Wisdom”song
• offering basket
• Allergy Alert download
• favorite toys related to
the Bible story theme

Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures.
Set an offering basket near the door to collect offering at an
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
• “WhatWouldYou
Like?”activity page,
1 per child
• pencils or crayons

Invite preschoolers to look at the pictures and circle the
item on the page they would most like to have.
SAY • God told King Solomon that he could ask for
anything he wanted and God would give it to him.
Can you guess what he wished for? Here’s a hint. It
isn’t something you see on this page. Listen to our
Bible story to find out what Solomon asked for.

Play “Go to sleep / wake up!”
EP
LOW PR
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Play this version of “Red Light, Green Light.” Invite
preschoolers to line up shoulder to shoulder along a wall.
When you call out, “Wake up!” preschoolers should walk
toward the opposite wall. When you call out, “Go to sleep!”
preschoolers must stop where they are. If a preschooler
moves after you say, “Go to sleep!” that child must return to
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where she started. The first child to reach the opposite wall
is the winner
SAY • In today’s Bible story, God spoke to Solomon while
he was sleeping. Let’s find out what God said to
Solomon.

Where does it come from?
Print and cut apart the “Where Does It Come From?”
printable. Place the cards in a basket. Invite preschoolers
to come up one at a time and draw a card. Guide the
preschooler to hold the card up for the group to see. Ask the
group, “Where does it come from?”
1. Bag of groceries (grocery store)
2. Stack of books (library, bookstore, printer)
3. Glass of water (faucet)
4. Ice cream cone (ice cream shop or truck)
5. Crayons (school box, store, factory)
6. Toy truck (toy box, store, factory)
7. Baby doll (toy box, store, factory)
8. Bicycle (garage, sports store, factory)
SAY • I can’t show you a picture of this last item because it
isn’t something you can see. Wisdom. Where does
wisdom come from? Can you buy it in a store? Is it
made in a factory? No. Wisdom comes from God.
We will learn about wisdom for the next few weeks.

• “Where Does It Come
From?”printable
• basket

Transition to Bible study
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy.
Invite preschoolers to walk regally like kings and queens to
Bible study.
God All-Wise
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• countdown video
(optional)
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Large Group LEADER
Solomon Asked for Wisdom
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 2:1-4,10-12; 3:1-15
MAIN POINT: Solomon asked God for wisdom.
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 2:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes
from God.
SESSION TITLE:

Introduce the Bible story
SAY

• If you could have anything in the world, what would
you ask for? [Allow time for responses.] God asked
Solomon that question in today’s Bible story. Let’s
find out what Solomon asked for.

Watch or tell the Bible story
• bookmark
• Bible
• “Solomon Asked for
Wisdom”video
• Bible Story Picture
Poster

Place a bookmark at 1 Kings in your Bible. Invite a
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible is a true book. God gives us His words
in the Bible. No book is as important as the Bible.
Today’s Bible story is found in 1 Kings.
Show the Bible story video “Solomon Asked for Wisdom”
or tell the Bible story in your own words using the script
provided. Use the bolded version for younger preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
• Main Point Poster
• GiantTimeline or
Big Story Circle
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• God was pleased that Solomon asked God for
wisdom. Solomon wanted to be a good king and
lead God’s people well. God gave Solomon even
more than what he asked for.
Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big
story circle as you ask the following review questions:
SAY
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1. Who became king of Israel after David? (Solomon)
2. What did God promise David’s family? (Every king of
Israel would come from David’s family.)
3. What did God tell Solomon? (Ask for anything and I
will give it to you.)
4. What did Solomon ask God for? (wisdom)
5. Why did Solomon ask for wisdom? (so he would be a
good king)
6. What did God give Solomon? (wisdom, long life,
riches, and honor)

Learn the big picture question
SAY

• Listen to our big picture question and answer. Where
does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes from God.
Only God can make people truly wise. God made
Solomon a wise king. Solomon wanted to follow
God’s plan. God had a plan to send a greater and
wiser King—Jesus. Jesus trusted God and followed
God’s plan by dying on the cross for our sin.

• Big Picture Question
Poster

Practice the key passage
Open your Bible to Proverbs 2:6. Read the key passage
aloud several times. Sing together the key passage song,
“The Lord Gives Wisdom.”
SAY • True wisdom is something only God can give because
He is the only One who is truly wise. Wisdom is
loving God and obeying His Word. When we trust
in Jesus, God changes our heart to love Him and
gives us His Word so we know what pleases Him.

• Key Passage Poster
• “The Lord Gives
Wisdom”song

Transition to small groups
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Small Group ACTIVITIES
Solomon Asked for Wisdom
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 2:1-4,10-12; 3:1-15
MAIN POINT: Solomon asked God for wisdom.
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 2:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes
from God.
SESSION TITLE:

Play “Hot Potato”
EP
LOW PR

• beanbag
• “The Lord Gives
Wisdom”song
(optional)
• “Wisdom”song
(optional)

• large heavyweight
paper
• washable paint
• shallow pan
• wipes (optional)
Tip: Assist the
preschoolers as they
make footprints so they
do not slide.
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Play a game of “Hot Potato” to help preschoolers learn the
big picture question and answer. Form a circle. Play music.
As the music plays, preschoolers should pass a beanbag
around the circle. When the music stops, the preschooler
with the beanbag asks the big picture question, Where does
wisdom come from? Then the rest of the group calls out
the answer, Wisdom comes from God. Play again as time
allows.
SAY • Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes
from God. Solomon wanted to follow God’s plan.
Solomon asked God for wisdom, and God made
Solomon wise. God had a plan to send a greater and
wiser king—Jesus. Jesus trusted God and followed
God’s plan by dying on the cross for our sin.

Walk in His ways
Print “Follow God’s Plan” on a large piece of heavyweight
paper. Place chairs at one end of the paper with a shallow
pan of washable paint. Help preschoolers remove their socks
and shoes. One at a time, guide preschoolers to sit in the
first chair, carefully dip their feet in the paint, and walk
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across the paper to sit in the second chair. Wipe off the
paint immediately and help the children put on their shoes.
You may allow preschoolers to make “footprints” by dipping
the side of their hand in paint, pressing it firmly on the
paper, and then using their fingerprints to make the toes.
SAY • Solomon wanted to follow God’s plan, so Solomon
asked God for wisdom. Jesus trusted God and
followed God’s plan when He died on the cross for
our sin. Because of what Jesus did for us, we can
follow God’s plan too. Jesus rescued us from our sin
so we can follow God.

Interview a wise guest
Invite a wise person to visit your class. Choose a guest who
is known for their love for God’s Word. A senior adult
would be a good choice. Introduce the guest and invite
preschoolers to ask the guest questions. Be prepared with
suggested questions.
SAY • [Guest’s name] is very wise. [Guest’s name] did not
get that way on his/her own. Wisdom comes from
God. Solomon asked God for wisdom. God made
Solomon wise. God said that Solomon would be
greater than any other king while he was alive. Do
you know a King who is wiser and greater than
Solomon? Jesus! Jesus trusted God and followed
God’s plan by dying on the cross for our sin.

• guest

Play with play dough
Set out play dough and play dough tools for preschoolers to
use. Guide preschoolers to use play dough to create things
Solomon could have asked God for instead of wisdom.
SAY • Solomon could have asked God for anything, but
God All-Wise
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• play dough
• play dough tools
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Solomon asked God for wisdom. Solomon wanted
to follow God’s plan. He knew he needed wisdom to
obey God and be a good king. Solomon was a good
king, but he was not a perfect king. God had a plan
to send a greater and wiser king—Jesus. Jesus trusted
God and followed God’s plan by dying on the cross
for our sin.

Counting
• counting items
• paper
• marker
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Write the numbers 1 through 5 on separate sheets of paper
and draw a corresponding number of squares below the
number. Consider using higher numbers (1–12) for older
preschoolers. Lay the numbered papers on a table. Invite
preschoolers to take turns counting out the number of
items that corresponds to the number on a sheet of paper.
Preschoolers may place the items in the squares on the sheet
of paper.
SAY • Solomon needed help from God. He was in charge
of more people than he could even count! Solomon
asked God for wisdom. Solomon was a wise king
who wanted to follow God’s plan. God had a plan to
send a greater and wiser king—Jesus. Jesus trusted
God and followed God’s plan by dying on the cross
for our sin.
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Snack
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities.
Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom
break and wash hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time.
Thank God for the snack.
Present three choices for snack today. Allow preschoolers
to choose one. Remind preschoolers that God told Solomon
He would give Solomon whatever he asked for. God didn’t
limit Solomon to three choices. He could choose anything
in the world, and Solomon asked God for wisdom.

• countdown video
(optional)
• Allergy Alert download
• snack food
• paper cups and napkins

Transition
When a child finishes his snack, guide him to throw away
any trash. He may select a book or puzzle to examine, play
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible
story coloring page.
Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to draw
pictures of themselves praying. Encourage preschoolers to
talk to God with their eyes open as they draw. Suggest they
ask God to make them wise like Solomon. Pray for the
children.
SAY • God, You are wise. You alone can give wisdom. You
gave Solomon wisdom when he asked for it. We ask
that You would make us wise, too. Give us wisdom
to trust in Jesus and to follow Your plan. Amen.
If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture
cards for families.
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• books
• puzzles
• play dough
• Journal Page printable,
1 per child
• Bible Story Coloring
Page
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for
Families: Babies,
Toddlers, and Preschool
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Key Passage: Proverbs 2:6
Big Picture Question: Where does wisdom come
from? Wisdom comes from God.
Session 1: Solomon Asked for Wisdom
1 Kings 2:1-4,10-12; 3:1-15
Solomon asked God for wisdom.
Session 2: W
 isdom for God’s People
Proverbs 1:1-7; 3:1-12; 4:10-19
Wisdom is loving God and obeying
His Word.
Session 3: S olomon Built the Temple
1 Kings 6–8
God chose Solomon to build a temple.
Session 4: S olomon’s Sin Divided the Kingdom
1 Kings 11–12
God split Israel into two kingdoms.
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The L ord gives
wisdom; from
his mouth come
knowledge and
understanding.
Proverbs 2:6
Key Passage (NIV) • Preschool • Unit 11 • © 2016 LifeWay OK to Print

The L ord giveth
wisdom: out of
his mouth cometh
knowledge and
understanding.
Proverbs 2:6
Key Passage (KJV) • Preschool • Unit 11 • © 2016 LifeWay OK to Print

The L ord gives
wisdom; from
His mouth come
knowledge and
understanding.
Proverbs 2:6
Key Passage (HCSB) • Preschool • Unit 11 • © 2016 LifeWay OK to Print

The L ord gives
wisdom; from
his mouth come
knowledge and
understanding.
Proverbs 2:6
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Solomon asked
God for wisdom.
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What Would You Like?
INSTRUCTIONS:

If you could have any one thing on this page, which one would you choose? Circle that item.
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KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs

2:6

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:

• Where does wisdom come
from? Wisdom comes from
God.
BIBLE STORY:
SOLOMON ASKED FOR WISDOM

• In a dream, God said He
would give Solomon whatever
Solomon asked for.
• Solomon asked for wisdom.
• God gave Solomon wisdom,
long life, riches, and honor.
FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS:

• What would you ask for if you
could have anything?
• How would you feel if you were
about to become the king of an
entire country?
• Why was it better that Solomon
asked for wisdom rather than
riches or long life?
FAMILY ACTIVITY:

• Get to know a family new to
your community by inviting
them over for dinner or to
a local restaurant. Ask each
person to share what they
would ask for if he or she could
have anything he or she wanted.
Preschool Activity Pages
Unit 11, Session 1
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MAIN POINT: SOLOMON ASKED GOD FOR WISDOM.
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Solomon Asked for Wisdom
1 Kings 2:1-4,10-12; 3:1-15
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Where does
wisdom come
from?

Big Picture Question and Answer • Preschool • Unit 11 • © 2016 LifeWay OK to Print

Where does
wisdom come
from?
Wisdom comes
from God.
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Where Does It Come From?

Instructions: Print and use as directed in the Preschool Leader Guide.
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