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UNIT 36
Session 4

Leader BIBLE STUDY

While he was a prisoner on the island of Patmos, the apostle 
John had an amazing vision of heaven. Jesus told John to 
write down everything he saw. John saw things that will 
happen when Jesus comes back to earth.

In the final chapters of the Book of Revelation, John 
described a vision of heaven itself. He wrote about the 
beauty of the New City—the New Jerusalem. The streets 
will be pure gold, like clear glass. The foundations of the 
city wall will be adorned with precious stones. The city will 
not need the sun or the moon because God’s glory lights 
up the city. There will be no darkness, and nothing evil will 
ever come into the city. There will be no sadness, crying, or 

Use Week of:

Jesus Will Return

BIBLE PASSAGE: Revelation 21–22
MAIN POINT: Jesus will return, destroy evil, and make all things new.
KEY PASSAGE: Revelation 21:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What will happen when Jesus returns? Jesus will 

destroy all evil and make all things new.

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 206

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)
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APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

pain. Even though there will be no sun or moon, there will 
be no darkness because the glory of God will be its light. 
The Lord will reign forever and ever. What an amazing 
place heaven will be!

Even with John’s descriptions, we can’t imagine exactly 
what it will be like when Jesus returns. Use this session 
to emphasize what we do know, using the unit big 
picture question and answer: What will happen when 
Jesus returns? Jesus will destroy all evil and make all 
things new.

The promised return of Christ should fill believers with 
hope, strengthening them to persevere through the trials 
of this life and remain faithful to the Lord. When Christ 
returns, those who trust in Him will be with Him and enjoy 
Him forever. God will undo every bad thing caused by 
sin—no more death, no more pain, no more tears.

Christ’s return should also give believers a sense of urgency 
to share the gospel with the world. It is the power of God 
for salvation to everyone who believes! (Rom. 1:16) Jesus is 
coming soon. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!
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Jesus Will Return
Revelation 21–22

John had a vision of heaven. He heard a large crowd of 
people praising God and rejoicing. John wrote about what 
he saw.

John saw a new heaven and a new earth. The first 
heaven and the first earth was gone. He also saw the Holy 
City, a new Jerusalem, coming down from heaven. He 
heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, “Look! God 
will live with His people. They will be His people, and 
He will be their God. He will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes. Death will no longer exist. Sadness, crying, 
and pain will no longer exist.”

One of the angels carried John to a great and high 
mountain. The angel showed John the Holy City. It was 
shining with God’s glory. The foundations of the city wall 
had every type of precious stone. The city street was made 
of pure gold, as clear as glass.

John did not see a temple in the city because the Lord 
and the Lamb were the city’s temple. The city does not 
need the sun or the moon to shine on it. The glory of 
God gives light to the city, and there is no darkness. The 
city is safe and clean—nothing unclean is in the city and 
no one will do wrong things in the city. Only those whose 
names are in the Lamb’s book of life will enter the city. 

The angel showed John the river of living water. It 
sparkled like crystal and flowed from God’s throne, down 
the middle of the wide city street. The tree of life was on 
both sides of the river, and it produced 12 kinds of fruit.

God’s throne will be in the city. God’s servants will see 
His face, and they will worship Him. The Lord will reign 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Draw figures: Draw 
related figures such as 
people, teardrops, a 
mountain, a river, and 
a tree at appropriate 
times.

• Play background 
music: Play soft, 
soothing music in the 
background as you tell 
the story.

The BIBLE STORY

204 Older Kids Leader Guide
Unit 36 • Session 4

© 2018 LIfeWay



forever and ever.
Jesus said, “Listen, I am coming soon! I am the Alpha 

and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and 
the End.”

Jesus is the One who says that all of these things will 
happen. He is coming soon.

“Amen! Come, Lord Jesus!”

Christ Connection: Jesus promised to come back to earth 
soon. When Jesus returns, those who trust in Jesus will be with 
Him and enjoy Him forever. God will undo every bad thing 
caused by sin—no more death, no more pain, no more tears. 
Jesus is making all things new. WANT TO 

DISCOVER 
GOD’S WORD? 

GET 
BIBLE EXPRESS!

Invite kids to check 
out this week’s 
devotionals to 

discover how God’s 
Word can help 

them grow in the 
gospel. Order in 
bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.

205The God Who Makes All Things New

© 2018 LIfeWay



Introduce the STORY

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Will Return
BIBLE PASSAGE: Revelation 21–22
MAIN POINT: Jesus will return, destroy evil, and make all things new.
KEY PASSAGE: Revelation 21:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What will happen when Jesus returns? Jesus will 

destroy all evil and make all things new.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. As kids arrive, prompt them to share 
about a time something they liked got broken. How did 
they feel? Were they able to fix it? If so, was it as good as 
new? Why or why not?
SAY • Imagine something broken being fixed as good as 

new. Our world is broken by sin, but as we will see in 
our Bible story today, Jesus will make all things new!

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete “A Bright Future” on the activity 
page. Kids should answer the clues and fill the letters into 
the grid to answer the question.
SAY • What will happen when Jesus returns? Jesus will 

destroy all evil and make all things new. The 
Bible gives us confidence that the future is bright 
for everyone who trusts in Jesus. One day, Jesus will 
come again just like He promised. Today we will hear 
more about what we can expect when Jesus returns.

• “A Bright Future” activity 
page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Personal timeline
Guide the kids to sit down, and explain that they are going 
to make a timeline of their life so far. Provide paper, rulers, 
and writing instruments. Kids should start their timelines 
with the day they were born and then include various 
milestones that they have experienced so far. Encourage kids 
to use a ruler to mark years. (Example: 1/2 inch = 1 year)

Then suggest they add future events they may anticipate 
happening: graduating, getting married, starting a family, 
buying a house, and even Jesus’ future return.
SAY • Does anyone know when Jesus will return? [Allow 

kids to respond.] The Bible says no one knows when 
Jesus will return, but we can have faith that He will 
return as He promised. Our lives are a small moment 
in time, but we are connected to God’s great story of 
His rescuing the world through Jesus.

OPTION 2: Undo charades
Before the session, write several events on strips of paper. 
Then put the strips into a paper bag. Examples: making a 
peanut butter and jelly sandwich, hitting a home run, waking 
up in the morning, walking up stairs, and so on. 

Call for kids to act out the events on the strips of paper. 
Emphasize that each player should “undo” the event by 
acting it out backward. Challenge kids to guess the event.
SAY • Think about things that exist because of sin: sadness, 

crying, pain, and death. When Jesus returns, He will 
undo all of these things!

Transition to teach the story

• paper
• markers, crayons, or 

colored pencils
• rulers

LOW PREP

• strips of paper
• pencil
• paper bag
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters carrying rope and a Bible. Heavy rocks or 
sandbags are positioned at the front of the room. You might 
paint cardboard gray to simulate heavy rocks.]
LEADER • Hello, everyone! I sure am glad to see you today. 

Check out these big rocks! I am just taking some 
precautions and tying my hot air balloon firmly to 
the ground so it won’t get tossed around by the wind. 
[Begin to wrap the rope around a rock.] These rocks 
should do the trick—a strong and sturdy anchor!

[Stand up suddenly.] Oh! I almost forgot to remind 
you—today we are going to hear the last story in the 
whole Bible. I bet you’re wondering how this book 
ends. Well, I have to tell you, it’s really not an ending 
at all. Today’s Bible story shows us that what seems 
like the end is actually only the beginning. Let’s take 
a step back and see where we are and where we are 
going.

• countdown video

• Bible
• rope
• heavy rocks or 

sandbags

Teach the STORY

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Will Return
BIBLE PASSAGE: Revelation 21–22
MAIN POINT: Jesus will return, destroy evil, and make all things new.
KEY PASSAGE: Revelation 21:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What will happen when Jesus returns? Jesus will 

destroy all evil and make all things new.
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Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Does anyone remember our big picture question 
and answer? [Lead boys and girls to say the big picture 
question and answer together.] What will happen 
when Jesus returns? Jesus will destroy all evil, and 
make things new again. Great job. Our big picture 
question and answer actually tells us a little bit about 
what we will hear in our Bible story today.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline or big story circle. Point to previous 
stories as you review.
LEADER • You’ve been learning each week about one story 

from the Bible. And you might remember that all 
the stories in the Bible fit together to tell one big 
story—the story of how God rescues sinners through 
His Son, Jesus. 

Over the last few weeks, we have heard some 
stories from the last book in the Bible: the Book of 
Revelation. John had a vision of Jesus and saw what 
will happen before the end of time. Our story today 
is called “Jesus Will Return.” We believe that by faith! 
Let’s check it out.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Revelation 21–22. Use the Bible 
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the 
story, or show the Bible story video “Jesus Will Return.”
LEADER • Wow! Jesus will return, destroy evil, and make 

all things new. In the last chapters of the Bible, John 
wrote about what he saw in his vision of heaven. He 
wrote about the beauty of the New City—the New 

• Giant Timeline or 
Big Story Circle

• Bibles
• “Jesus Will Return” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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Jerusalem. John tried to describe what he saw—a 
magnificent, shining city with streets of pure gold, 
like clear glass, and the foundations of the city wall 
adorned with precious stones. John said the city 
will not need the sun or the moon because God’s 
glory lights up the city. There will be no darkness, 
and nothing evil will ever come into the city. There 
will be no sadness, crying, or pain. We won’t need 
a sun or moon because the glory of God will shine 
brightest and be its light. The Lord will reign forever 
and ever. What an amazing place heaven will be!

Even with John’s descriptions, we still can’t imagine 
exactly what heaven will be like. But we know that 
Jesus will be there, and Jesus will destroy all evil 
and make all things new.

Because Jesus promised to come again, we can have 
hope! The Holy Spirit gives us strength to be faithful 
to Him and to be strong when we face hard times in 
this life because we know this life is not the end. One 
day we will live forever with Jesus.

Christ connection
LEADER • What will happen when Jesus returns? Jesus 

will destroy all evil and make all things new. When 
Christ returns, those who trust in Jesus will be with 
Him and enjoy Him forever. God will undo every 
bad thing caused by sin—no more death, no more 
pain, no more tears. Jesus will make all things new!

This is good news that we should share with 
everyone! We want everyone to be part of God’s 
family and share in the joy of knowing Christ. 
Come, Lord Jesus!

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.
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Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Revelation 21:5.
LEADER • For a few weeks now, we have been working on 

memorizing Revelation 21:5. After Jesus said these 
words, He told John to write them down because 
they are faithful and true. Everything in the Bible is 
true, and we believe by faith that Jesus will return.

Lead boys and girls in singing “Everything New.”

Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 

LEADER • Think about what happens when you leave out 
a piece of fruit for several hours or forget to water 
a plant. What happens when you drop your piggy 
bank or leave ice cream in the sun? Check this out.

Show the “Unit 36, Session 4” discussion starter video. 
Then lead kids to discuss the following questions:

• What was happening to the things in the video? How 
did they change?

• What does the Bible say will happen when Jesus 
returns?

• How does this truth change the way you think about 
life today?

LEADER • Everything right now is wearing out, getting old, 
breaking, or dying. We look forward to the day when 
Jesus returns!

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • The day we stand before Jesus will be an amazing 
day! Let’s sing together.

Sing together “I Stand Amazed.”

• Key Passage Poster
• “Everything New” song

• “Unit 36, Session 4” 
discussion starter 
video

• “I Stand Amazed” song
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Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Dear heavenly Father, we are so amazed at Your 

grace and mercy. Thank You, Lord, for inviting us to 
a relationship with You and thank You for providing 
a way for us to have that relationship! Jesus truly is 
the Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End. 
You provide for us in more ways than we can even 
begin to understand. We love You. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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Apply the STORY

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Will Return
BIBLE PASSAGE: Revelation 21–22
MAIN POINT: Jesus will return, destroy evil, and make all things new.
KEY PASSAGE: Revelation 21:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What will happen when Jesus returns? Jesus will 

destroy all evil and make all things new.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Use sticky notes to cover three 
or four of the words. Challenge kids to say the key passage, 
supplying the missing words themselves. 

Cover a couple more words, and then challenge them to 
say it again. Continue until kids can recite the whole key 
passage from memory.
SAY • Our key passage is an amazing promise from the 

Lord. It is easy to get caught up in all the tragedy and 
the wrong in the world, but we can cling to the hope 
that is coming when Jesus returns!

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Before the session, write on one color of table tennis 
balls today’s main point: Jesus will return, destroy evil, 
and make all things new. Write one word on each ball, 
grouping any punctuation with the preceding word. Then 
use the other color of balls to make a matching set.

Form groups of two or three kids and guide them to 
open their Bibles to Revelation 21–22. Ask the following 
review questions. Encourage kids to scan the passage to find 
the answers. If they struggle, provide the reference.

• Key Passage Poster
• sticky notes

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Poster
• 24-cup mini muffin tin
• white table tennis 

balls, 10
• orange table tennis 

balls, 10
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1. What new places did John see? (a new heaven and a 
new earth, Rev. 21:1)

2. Where did the loud voice say God would live? (with 
humanity, with His people; Rev. 21:3)

3. Why did the New Jerusalem not need a sun or 
moon? (The glory of God gave light to the city. There is 
no darkness; Rev. 21:23)

4. What did Jesus say about His return? (“I am coming 
soon,” Rev. 22:12)

Choose two kids to play a competitive game. Lead the 
players to sit across a table from each other with the muffin 
tin between them. Give each player a colored set of balls 
and instruct them to put the balls in the tin in a mixed-
up order. Then turn the tin around so the other player is 
working with his opponent’s mixed-up words.

When you say “go,” players should work to arrange the 
words in order to show the main point. The first person to 
arrange all 10 balls in order is the winner.

Invite another kid to challenge the winner in another 
round. Play until an ultimate winner is crowned.
SAY • The Bible says that Jesus will return, destroy evil, 

and make all things new. 
When sin entered the world, all of creation was 

affected. People were separated from God. The Bible 
says that creation is imperfect because of sin. After 
Jesus returns, God will live with His people and we 
will enjoy Him forever. 

God will make a new heaven and a new earth. 
God’s new creation will be so beautiful—better than 
anything we could imagine. We will be with all of 
God’s people from all nations and all time, and we 
will worship God together.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.

Option: To involve 
more players, form 
pairs and write the 
words of the main 
point on index cards 
for partners to mix 
up and rearrange.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Relay race
Form two or three teams (depending on class size) and 
instruct them to run from one end of the room to the other 
end of the room and then back to their team.

When they get back to their team, the player tells the 
next person, “Jesus is coming back!” Then the next person 
on the team beings to run the same route. When each kid 
finishes, she goes to the back of the line and then sit down. 
SAY • We have an important message to tell people. Jesus 

will return, destroy evil, and make all things new. 
We know what Jesus has done for people, which 
means we have an opportunity to share this truth 
with the people in our lives.

OPTION 2: Newspaper headlines
Distribute pieces of paper to each kid. Tell boys and girls 
they are going to make the front page of a newspaper. Invite 
them to craft a headline about John’s vision, draw pictures, 
and write a brief news story detailing what John saw. 
Consider showing examples of actual newspapers to inspire 
kids’ creativity.
SAY • Before the Internet, one of the main ways people 

learned about important news was to read 
newspapers. Every day, the most important news is 
put on the front page.

Our most important news today is that Jesus is 
coming back. Jesus will return, destroy evil, and 
make all things new. We have a great opportunity 
to tell our friends and family about Jesus: who He is, 
what He has done, and what He is going to do.

LOW PREP

• paper
• markers or crayons
• newspapers (optional)

Option: Review 
the gospel with 
boys and girls. 
Explain that kids are 
welcome to speak 
with you or another 
teacher if they have 
questions.

216 Older Kids Leader Guide
Unit 36 • Session 4

© 2018 LIfeWay



Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think 
about and answer the questions listed on the page:

• What does this story teach me about God or the 
gospel?

• What does the story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How 
are they for God’s glory and my good?

• Are there any promises in this story to remember? 
How do they help me trust and love God?

• How does this story help me to live on mission 
better?

As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas. Then pray, 
thanking God for giving us the Bible so we can know God 
and learn about His great plan for people. Pray that God 
would be with kids as they tell others about Him. Thank 
God for sending Jesus to be the Savior of the world, and 
pray that Jesus would come quickly.

As time allows, lead kids to complete “Coming Home” 
on the activity page.

• pencils
• Journal Page
• “Coming Home” 

activity page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.

217The God Who Makes All Things New

© 2018 LIfeWay




