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Unit 33
Session 5

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Paul had written a letter (1 Corinthians) addressing several 
sins that were being tolerated in the church at Corinth. The 
letter had been a risk. The Corinthians may have rejected 
Paul, but they did not. 

Paul wrote 2 Corinthians to celebrate what God had done 
in the church and to call on them for help. The church 
in Jerusalem was in desperate need of help, so Paul was 
collecting money from the other churches on their behalf. 

Paul encouraged the Corinthians to be generous. He told 
them about the churches in Macedonia. Macedonia was an 
area north of Corinth. The Christians there were suffering, 

Use Week of:

A Cheerful Giver

BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 8:1-15; 9:6-15
MAIN POINT: God is generous to us, so we can be generous to others.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 5:17
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who changes us? The Holy Spirit changes us to be 

like Jesus for God’s glory.
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

and they did not have a lot of wealth. Nevertheless, they 
had joy and gave as much as they could to help others. 
 
Paul encouraged the believers at Corinth to give too. Giving 
is one way we can show we love God. God is generous to 
us, so we can be generous to others. Jesus was rich; He 
had glory and honor in heaven. But He gave that up and 
became poor by coming to earth to help sinners.  

Jesus did this so that we, who had nothing, could become 
rich. Now we have salvation and eternal life in Jesus. As a 
result, Paul wanted the Corinthians to give generously and 
joyfully, out of gratitude for what God has done. 

Your kids may feel like the churches in Macedonia who 
had little to give, but encourage them the same way Paul 
encouraged the church in Corinth. It is not the amount that 
we give that glorifies God—it is our level of generosity and 
joy when we give. 

Caution kids not to give out of duty but out of gratitude. 
God loves a cheerful giver. Help kids find ways they can 
give—whether time or money or talents—to advance the 
work of the gospel in your city, your nation, and the world. 
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A Cheerful Giver
2 Corinthians 8:1-15; 9:6-15

Paul, a missionary and teacher in the early church, was 
collecting money for the believers in Jerusalem. They 
needed help! Paul wrote a letter to his dear friends in the 
church at Corinth to ask for help. He told them about 
the ways he had seen God’s grace in the churches in 
Macedonia.

Macedonia was an area north of Corinth. The Christians 
there were suffering. They did not have much money, but 
they still gave joyfully. Paul said that even though the 
believers were poor, they gave as much as they could to 
help others.

Paul encouraged the believers at Corinth to give in 
the same way. Giving is one way we can show we love 
God. Paul gave an even better example: Jesus, who was 
rich with glory and honor in heaven, gave that up and 
became poor by coming to earth to help us. Jesus did 
this so that we, who had nothing, could become rich. 
Now we have salvation and eternal life in Jesus.

Paul pointed out that the Corinthian believers were not 
financially poor like the Macedonians. They had more than 
enough and could give to those who did not have enough. 
Then everyone would have what they needed.

Paul reminded the believers that when God sent manna 
to the Israelites in the wilderness, everyone gathered what 
they needed. Some gathered much, but they did not have 
too much. Some gathered just a little, but they had enough.

Paul said that how much a person gives is not as 
important as his attitude about giving. “God loves a 
cheerful giver,” he said. He encouraged the Corinthians 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use facial 
expressions: 
Emphasize feelings of 
joy and cheerfulness 
by telling the story as 
you smile and hold up 
your head. 

• Make sound 
effects: Give one or 
two kids a can of coins 
to gently shake when 
they hear the words give 
or gave.

The BIBLE STORY
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to give what they decided is right.
Paul reminded them that God gives us everything we 

need. Everything we have is a gift from God. God might 
give us wealth so we can share it. When we give to the 
church, the church uses what we give to help people in 
need. Then those people will thank God for the gifts 
they receive.

Paul taught that meeting needs generously and 
cheerfully shows that you believe the good news about 
Jesus. He said, “Let’s thank God for the most wonderful 
gift of all—His Son, Jesus!”

Christ Connection: God has been merciful and generous to 
us. He gave us the greatest gift—His own Son. Jesus showed us 
what generosity looks like when He gave up His life to save us 
from sin. Because of Jesus, we can be merciful and generous to 
others.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

ADVENTURE! 

Invite kids to check out 
this week’s devotionals 
to discover how God’s 
Word can help them 
grow in the gospel. 

Order in bulk, subscribe 
quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For more 
information, check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Introduce the STORY

SESSION TITLE: A Cheerful Giver
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 8:1-15; 9:6-15
MAIN POINT: God is generous to us, so we can be generous to others.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 5:17
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who changes us? The Holy Spirit changes us to be 

like Jesus for God’s glory.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. As kids arrive, ask them about 
what they like to spend their money on. Ask if any of them 
receive an allowance or give money to the church? 
SAY • Money can be an important part of our lives. Adults 

need it to buy food and clothing, as well as to pay 
bills so we can have clean water to drink and a 
safe place to sleep at night. However, money is not 
the most important thing. God wants us to live 
generously. Why do you think that is? 

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Coin Counter” activity page. 
Kids will add the value of the coins on the sheet and write 
the answer in the blank. If your group cannot count by 
value, encourage them to count the total number of coins.
SAY • Great job with that coin counting activity. As you can 

tell, we are talking a lot about money today. What do 
you think are some ways God might want us to use 
our money? 

• “Coin Counter” activity 
page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers 
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: What’s the right price?
Come up with a list of items kids might want to buy. Look 
up suggested retail prices for such objects. Ask kids to guess 
the price. Whoever gets closest without going over wins a 
point. Whoever has the most points at the end wins. You 
may choose to distribute small prizes. 

Suggested items and approximate prices:
• video game system: $350
• interlocking block sets: $20
• candy: $1
• playground ball: $5
• digital copy of a movie: $15

SAY • We use money for a lot of things. We buy the items 
we need and sometimes even items we want if we 
have money leftover. Today we will be learning a 
little bit about the ways God changes how we think 
about money and generosity.

OPTION 2: Coin play
Provide coins for your group to play with. Ask the kids to 
order the coins based on size or value, or to sort them by 
color, or even mint date. Show kids how to make rubbings 
of the coins using paper and crayons.
SAY • Coins are one of the most common forms of money. 

People used coins as money even way back in Bible 
times. Today we will learn about the ways God 
changes our hearts so that we will be more generous. 
Who can tell me what generous means?

Transition to teach the story

• small prizes (optional)

LOW PREP

• play coins
• real coins (optional)
• paper
• crayons
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing coveralls and a tool belt. He or she is 
wearing safety goggles and carrying a clothespin or binder clip 
and a large coin.]
LEADER • Welcome to my workshop, everyone! My name 

is [your name] and I am an inventor. That means I 
build new gadgets to help make people’s lives better. 
I often try to transform an object into something 
new. For example, this may look like an ordinary 
clothespin [or binder clip], but I call it my Flip-o-
Matic Coin Tosser. I use it to help me flip coins. 

Whenever I find a lost coin, like in between my 
couch cushions, I give it a flip with this gadget. If it 
lands on heads, I take the coin to church and drop it 
in the offering basket as an extra offering. If it lands 
on tails, I hang onto the coin. It’s not the only way 
I give to the church, but it is a fun little game and 
it encourages me to give beyond what I normally 

• countdown video 

• leader attire
• clothespin or binder clip
• large coin

Teach the STORY

SESSION TITLE: A Cheerful Giver
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 8:1-15; 9:6-15
MAIN POINT: God is generous to us, so we can be generous to others.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 5:17
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who changes us? The Holy Spirit changes us to be 

like Jesus for God’s glory.
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would. You know, telling you about my invention 
and the coin flipping game I play makes me think 
of our Bible story this week. It’s about the way God 
transforms us to be more generous. 

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • We’ve been talking a lot about the ways we are 
transformed after we trust in Jesus. Who remembers 
our big picture question and answer? [Take responses.] 
Awesome! Who changes us? The Holy Spirit 
changes us to be like Jesus for God’s glory. When a 
person is born again by believing in Jesus, the Holy 
Spirit lives inside him and begins to change his life 
to be more like Jesus. We call that change over time 
sanctification.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline or big story circle. 
LEADER • We’ve looked at a lot of the different letters that 

leaders in the early church wrote to believers all over. 
In each letter, we’ve learned about changes that are 
part of the sanctification process. The first week you 
were in my workshop, we learned that when we trust 
in Jesus, God gives us the Holy Spirit and makes 
us His children. Next, we learned that God wants 
us to show friendship and love to one another. 
When we talked about the fruit of the Spirit, we 
learned that the Holy Spirit changes the way we 
think and act to be more like Jesus. Then we 
learned about the armor of God; God gives us what 
we need to stand strong against evil. This week our 
story is called “A Cheerful Giver.”

• Giant Timeline or 
Big Story Circle 
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to 2 Corinthians 8:1-15; 9:6-15. Use the 
Bible storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you 
tell the story, or show the Bible story video “A Cheerful 
Giver.”
LEADER • Giving money away is not easy. We often want to 

keep things for ourselves. Paul wrote to the church 
in Corinth to tell them about believers living in 
Macedonia. Paul wanted the Corinthians to know 
what proper generosity looks like. The churches in 
Macedonia did not have lots of money, but they still 
gave as much as they could! Paul wrote that the Lord 
loves when we give cheerfully. 

Why do you think God wants us to be generous? 
[Allow responses.] When we give money to help 
others, it shows the world what God’s love looks like. 
God sent us Jesus, and Jesus generously gave up His 
life to save us. God is generous to us, so we can 
be generous to others. Everything we have comes 
from God originally; we only have it because God 
has given it to us. Giving helps us show that we trust 
God to take care of us. Instead of worrying about 
how much money we have, we can give cheerfully to 
others and trust God to provide for our needs. 

The Bible teaches us that how much we give is 
not as important as how we think about giving. For 
example, if a man gives hundreds of dollars, but he 
thinks of it as a waste of money and only does it 
because he thinks he has to, that is not better than 
a man who gives only a dollar or two but is truly 
excited to be a picture of God’s generosity to us. 
God wants us to trust Him with our time, talents, 

• Bibles
• “A Cheerful Giver” video 
• Big Picture Question 

Poster 
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster 
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and money. He wants us to be a part of His mission. 
Giving cheerfully is a great way to do that.

Christ connection
LEADER • God has been merciful and generous to us. He 

gave us the greatest gift—His own Son. Jesus showed 
us what generosity looks like when He gave up His 
life to save us from sin. Because of Jesus, we can be 
merciful and generous to others. Jesus is our picture 
of what perfect generosity looks like, because He 
gave up everything for us. 

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together 2 Corinthians 5:17. 
LEADER • Paul wrote these words to the church in 

Corinth. He wanted them to understand that their 
relationship with Jesus was the start of a whole new 
life. Who changes us? The Holy Spirit changes us 
to be like Jesus for God’s glory. We may not see the 
changes right away, but God promises to finish His 
good work in us to make us like Jesus. 

Lead boys and girls in singing “New Creation.”

Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 

LEADER • When you have something good, do you like to 
share it or not? Think about that as you watch this 
short video. 

Show the “Unit 33, Session 5” discussion starter video. 
Discuss whether or not it seemed like Nell wanted to share. 
How did the other kid react when Nell shared one ball? 
Would Candace have reacted differently if Nell had been 

Note: You may use this 
opportunity to use 
Scripture and the guide 
provided to explain 
how to become a 
Christian. Make sure 
kids know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.

• Key Passage Poster  
• “New Creation” song

• “Unit 33, Session 5” 
discussion starter 
video 
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cheerful about giving? How can we show generosity to those 
around us? From whom do all good gifts come?
LEADER • Nell had many “jumping spheres.” She could 

have shared them with many people and still had 
some left to play with herself. In an even greater way, 
the gospel is like Nell’s bouncy balls. No matter how 
many people we share Jesus with, we will always 
have Him too. God is generous to us, so we can be 
generous to others.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Faith in Jesus changes who we are on the inside 
in ways that affect how we behave on the outside. 
We know that the Holy Spirit works in us to make 
us more and more like Jesus each day. Let’s worship 
God for working so wonderfully in our lives.

Sing together “Our God Who Changes Us.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, apart from You, we have nothing. Because 

of Your love, we have everything we need in Jesus. 
Give us wisdom to use our time, talents, and 
money for Your glory. Help us give cheerfully and 
generously because You gave generously to us. Help 
us to trust You instead of trusting in ourselves or in 
money. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “Our God Who 
Changes Us” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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Apply the STORY

SESSION TITLE: A Cheerful Giver 
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 8:1-15; 9:6-15
MAIN POINT: God is generous to us, so we can be generous to others.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 5:17
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who changes us? The Holy Spirit changes us to be 

like Jesus for God’s glory.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Invite the group to stand in a circle. Give a ball of yarn to 
one kid, and ask her to hold the end of the yarn. She will 
say the first word of the key passage and then pass the ball 
of yarn to another kid without letting go of the end. He 
will say the next word before passing the ball again, holding 
onto the yarn so that it continues unraveling. Once the 
kids say the key passage, invite them to say it again while 
undoing the tangled yarn.
SAY • Good job with that tangled mess! Our key passage 

is a great reminder that God changes us when we 
believe in Jesus. Just as we had to untangle the yarn, 
the Holy Spirit begins to transform our lives to free 
us from the tangled mess of sin. Who changes us? 
The Holy Spirit changes us to be like Jesus for 
God’s glory.

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Form two teams of kids. Assign one team to be Xs and the 
other to be Os. Draw a tic-tac-toe board somewhere where 
everyone can see it. Alternate back and forth between teams 
asking questions. If a team answers its question correctly, 

• Key Passage Poster
• ball of yarn

• Bibles, 1 per kid 
• Main Point Poster 
• dry erase board or 

chalkboard
• markers or chalk
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they may place their team’s marker on the board on any 
open space. If a team answers incorrectly, the opposing 
team will choose where the marker is placed before having a 
chance to answer a new question to place their own marker. 
The first team to have three of their markers in a row wins 
the game. 

Questions:
1. Where were the churches located that Paul told the 

Corinthians about? (in Macedonia, 2 Cor. 8:1)
2. The churches in Macedonia gave generously despite 

what? (severe trials and extreme poverty, 2 Cor. 8:2) 
3. What did Jesus give up to come to the earth as a 

human? (glory and honor in heaven, 2 Cor. 8:9)
4. What sort of giver does the Lord love? (a cheerful one, 

2 Cor. 9:7)
5. How does generosity bless people? (It leads to 

thankfulness, 2 Cor. 9:11)
6. Who changes us? The Holy Spirit changes us to be 

like Jesus for God’s glory.
SAY • Paul used the church in Macedonia as an example 

of generosity to the church in Corinth. Paul also 
wrote that Jesus provided an even better example 
of generosity. God is generous to us, so we can be 
generous to others. We don’t need tons of money to 
show generosity. In fact, Paul made it clear that our 
attitude about giving is more important than how 
much we give. The church in Macedonia was poor, 
but they still gave joyfully. 

As we grow in our faith, ther Holy Spirit 
transforms us to be more like Jesus and show God’s 
love to everyone around us. Our new lives give glory 
and honor to God. 

Option: Retell or review 
the Bible story using 
the bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: More than money
Form two teams of kids. Provide each team with a sheet of 
paper and a pencil. Give the kids a few minutes to think of 
as many ways to show generosity as they can. Remind them 
that we can be generous with more than just our money. 
When the kids finish, allow teams to share the ways they 
came up with to show generosity. Discuss with them who 
has done the ideas shared. 
SAY • God is generous to us, so we can be generous to 

others. Generosity often means giving money to 
the church or to people who need it, but we can be 
generous in lots of ways. If you have toys you no 
longer play with, giving them away is a great way 
to show generosity. You can also be generous with 
your time by visiting with people who may not have 
many friends. You can be generous with your skills 
and abilities when you find ways to use them to serve 
God and other people.

OPTION 2: Giving hands
Provide each kid with a sheet of construction paper. Help 
the kids fold their sheets in half horizontally. Demonstrate 
how to line up the edge of your little finger on the crease 
from the fold and trace around the shape of your hand 
using your other hand. Then, allow the kids to cut out 
their tracing before unfolding the paper to reveal two open 
hands. Help kids write the main point on their hands, and 
allow them to decorate their craft with stickers, markers, or 
other craft supplies.
SAY • God is generous to us, so we can be generous to 

others. The Bible teaches that generosity is not 

• paper
• pencils
• stopwatch (optional) 

LOW PREP

• construction paper 
• pencils
• scissors
• markers, stickers, or 

other craft supplies
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measured by how much you give, but by how much 
joy you feel about giving. We know that all our good 
gifts come from God, and we can trust Him to take 
care of us. We give because it shows the world what 
God’s love looks like and helps thankfulness spread 
in people’s hearts. 

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute each child’s journal. Ask the kids to write about 
or draw a picture to answer the following questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure each child secures this week’s sheet in the journal, 
and then collect them. Keep the journals in the classroom 
so they will be available every week or as often as you wish 
to use them.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• Journal Page
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents this 
week’s Big Picture Cards 
for Families to allow 
families to interact with 
the biblical content at 
home.
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