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Unit 31
Session 5

Leader BIBLE STUDY

As the early church expanded outside Jerusalem, new 
churches were planted in various cities. Each church needed 
godly leaders to help it grow and stay true to the gospel. 
Paul understood this need, which is why he wrote letters 
to some of the leaders in the church. Two of these leaders 
were Timothy and Titus. Timothy was Paul’s friend. He had 
traveled with Paul and helped him. Now Timothy was a 
leader at the church in Ephesus.

Titus was a Gentile believer. He had traveled with Paul 
too. Now Titus was on the island of Crete to help train 
more church leaders. Paul wrote to give Timothy and Titus 
advice, and he gave instructions for all the church leaders.

Use Week of:

Paul’s Letters to Church Leaders

BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 4:11-16; 2 Timothy 4:1-8; Titus 2:11-14
MAIN POINT: Paul encouraged church leaders to teach God’s Word.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? Obedience 

is our response to God’s love for us.

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 74

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 76

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 82
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Paul warned Timothy and Titus that being a leader was 
difficult at times, but God had chosen them to be leaders. 
Their role as leaders put them in a position to serve God. 
Paul hoped that recognizing this would help them persevere 
and live in a way that pleased Christ. 

As you share with your kids this week, help them see the 
value in God’s gift of church leaders. Look for ways to 
support your leaders so that your kids value them, love 
them, and respect them. Consider ways your group can 
encourage your leaders. 

At the same time, emphasize that God is at work in them 
and that they too might be leaders in the church one 
day—perhaps one day soon. Help your kids see that being a 
leader is a great privilege to help point others to the gospel. 

Finally, be sure that your kids understand that church 
leaders do not lead on their own. All church leaders follow 
the leadership of Jesus, who was a servant-leader to us. He 
gave His life so that we could be forgiven of our sin.
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Paul’s Letters to Church Leaders
1 Timothy 4:11-16; 2 Timothy 4:1-8; Titus 2:11-14

Before Jesus went to heaven, He told His followers 
that the Holy Spirit would give them power to share 
the gospel—in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the ends of the earth. That is exactly what happened! 
The early church grew, spreading out in different 
cities as more and more people heard the gospel and 
trusted in Jesus. The believers met together as churches, 
and leaders taught them about God and about how 
Christians should live.

Paul wrote letters to some of the leaders in the 
church. Two of these leaders were Timothy and Titus. 
Timothy was Paul’s friend. He had traveled with Paul and 
helped him. Now Timothy was a leader at the church in 
Ephesus.

Paul reminded Timothy to not let anyone look down 
on him because he was young. Paul said, “Be an example 
of what a believer says and does.” Timothy could show 
people how to live, how to love, and how to trust God.

Paul also taught Timothy to read the Scriptures to 
the believers in the church. He taught him to be patient 
and to correct people when they do wrong things. Timothy 
could encourage believers by teaching them what is right. 
Timothy could teach God’s Word and always be ready to 
share the gospel.

Being a leader in the church is not easy. Paul told 
Timothy that God had chosen him to lead. Paul wrote, “Do 
not be afraid to suffer for the Lord.”

Titus was a Gentile believer and leader. He was also 
a friend of Paul’s. Titus had traveled with Paul and was on 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Draw figures: Draw 
figures on a chalkboard 
or dry erase board to 
represent Paul, Timothy, 
and Titus. Point to 
a figure when you 
mention his name. 

• Vary tone: Vary your 
tone of voice between 
telling bolded and 
unbolded portions of 
the Bible story script.

The BIBLE STORY
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the island of Crete to help train more church leaders. When 
Paul wrote to Titus, he explained why believers should 
live in a way that pleases God.

Paul explained that God is gracious to sinners. God 
gave us what we do not deserve when He provided the 
way for people to be saved from sin. Because of this, we 
want to do what is right. We want to live in ways that please 
God. Jesus died on the cross to rescue us from sin and 
death, and we want to do what is good because He loves 
us. We know that one day Jesus will come again.

Christ Connection: Paul wrote to give Timothy and Titus 
advice and to help all church leaders know how to lead God’s 
people. Church leaders help believers know what is true, and 
they serve the church by following the example of Jesus, who 
served us by dying on the cross for our sins.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

ADVENTURE! 

Invite kids to check 
out this week’s 
devotionals to 

discover how God’s 
Word can help 

them grow in the 
gospel. Order in 
bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Introduce the STORY

SESSION TITLE: Paul’s Letters to Church Leaders
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 4:11-16; 2 Timothy 4:1-8; Titus 2:11-14
MAIN POINT: Paul encouraged church leaders to teach God’s Word.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? Obedience 

is our response to God’s love for us.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. As kids arrive, ask them about 
someone they consider to be a leader. What does it take to 
be a good leader?
SAY • A good leader is important for helping a group go 

in the right direction and complete the right tasks. 
Jesus is the head of the church, and He puts different 
men and women in leadership positions to help the 
church grow and glorify God. Today we will learn 
about some of the things God wants church leaders 
to do. 

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Lead On” activity page. Kids 
will circle the people they consider to be leaders. Answers 
may vary from kid to kid.
SAY • Some jobs require leadership skills, and some kinds 

of people tend to be natural leaders, but leaders can 
look very different from what we expect sometimes. 
Today we will learn more about church leaders.

• “Lead On” activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: 20 Questions
Guide the kids to play 20 questions with you. Think of a 
person, place, or thing that the kids would be familiar with. 
Then, allow them to take turns asking yes-or-no questions. 
Answer them until the kids have asked 20, and then allow 
them to guess what you are thinking of. Then, allow 
volunteers to come up with things for the class to guess.
SAY • Questions are a great way to learn more about 

something. Often, we go to leaders to ask questions. 
That’s one reason why it is very important for leaders 
in the church to know a lot about God’s Word. We’ll 
learn more about what it means to be a leader in the 
church today.

OPTION 2: Fact checkers
Instruct the kids to call out, raise their hands, or give some 
other signal when you say something untrue during this 
game. Then, read a list of statements to the kids. Pause 
between statements so they have a chance to react. Discuss 
how they knew which statements were wrong.

Suggested statements:
• There are 15 planets in our solar system.
• Jesus is God’s Son.
• Kittens grow up into dogs.
• Broccoli is green.

SAY • Knowing the truth is important, especially for church 
leaders. We will learn more about the instructions 
God gives to church leaders today. Where do you 
think church leaders can find the truth?

Transition to teach the story

LOW PREP
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing hiking boots and a large backpack, and 
carrying a walking stick.]
LEADER • Hey, kids! I’m glad you could make it back to 

the trail head. My name is [your name], and I guide 
people on expeditions to the top of the mountain. 
We have been learning a lot about the early church 
and some of the different problems they faced, as 
well as the commands God gave them to overcome 
those obstacles.

Sadly, this is our last week together. The good 
news is that we have one more Bible story to hear. 
It’s one I like a lot because it reminds me what good 
leadership looks like. Strong leadership is important 
when you want to climb a mountain, but it’s just as 
important when you want to keep a church healthy 
and walking with God.

• countdown video

• leader attire

Teach the STORY

SESSION TITLE: Paul’s Letters to Church Leaders
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 4:11-16; 2 Timothy 4:1-8; Titus 2:11-14
MAIN POINT: Paul encouraged church leaders to teach God’s Word.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? Obedience 

is our response to God’s love for us.
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Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Leaders in the church help guide Christians 
to worship Jesus with their whole lives and obey 
Him more each day. But that brings us to our big 
picture question. Do any of you remember it? [Allow 
responses.] Great job! Why does God want us to 
obey Him? And do you all remember the answer? 
Obedience is our response to God’s love for us. 
That’s exactly right. We cannot earn God’s love, but 
He loves us even though we do not deserve it. We 
obey Him when we understand His love for us and 
trust Him with our lives.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline or big story circle.
LEADER • We have talked about a lot of problems the early 

church faced, such as treating Gentiles differently 
from Jews, being divided over disagreements, 
showing favoritism to certain people, and not loving 
one another as Jesus loved them. For each problem, 
God inspired men, apostles, to write down His words 
to the church to help them obey. 

We’ve read from letters Paul wrote to different 
churches, as well as letters written by John and by 
James. This week, we will be looking at letters Paul 
wrote again. This time, instead of reading letters Paul 
wrote to entire churches, we’ll read from letters Paul 
wrote to young men named Timothy and Titus. Paul 
trained Timothy and Titus to be leaders like Paul 
was. Our story is called “Paul’s Letters to Church 
Leaders.”

• Giant Timeline or 
Big Story Circle
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to 1 Timothy 4:11-16; 2 Timothy 4:1-8; 
Titus 2:11-14. Use the Bible storytelling tips on the Bible 
story page to help you tell the story, or show the Bible story 
video “Paul’s Letters to Church Leaders.”
LEADER • If a leader doesn’t know which way to go, 

the whole group will end up lost. That’s why it 
is important for leaders, especially leaders in the 
church, to have a clear idea of what direction the 
group should go. That’s why Paul took time to write 
letters to Timothy and Titus. They were leaders 
in the church, and Paul wanted to make sure they 
were leading the church to glorify and obey God. 
Paul encouraged church leaders to teach God’s 
Word because God’s Word is the main source of 
information about God and what He wants.

In addition to reminding both leaders to stay true 
to God’s Word, Paul wrote to Timothy to encourage 
him. Timothy was younger than the average leader, 
but Paul wanted Timothy to know that his age wasn’t 
important. What mattered was the example Timothy 
set for other believers. The best example is one of 
faithful obedience to God. Why does God want us 
to obey Him? Obedience is our response to God’s 
love for us.

Christ connection
LEADER • Paul wrote to give Timothy and Titus advice and 

to help all church leaders know how to lead God’s 
people. Church leaders help believers know what 
is true, and they serve the church by following the 
example of Jesus, who served us by dying on the 

• Bibles
• “Paul’s Letters to Church 

Leaders” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.
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cross for our sins. That kind of servant leadership, 
where you put the needs of your followers above your 
own desires, shows the church and the world that 
Jesus is working in your life. 

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Galatians 2:20.
LEADER • Remember that our key passage was written by 

Paul to the church in Galatia. Paul wanted them to 
know that their old sinful self was dead and gone. 
Their new life with Christ should be one of loving 
obedience. We are memorizing this verse so we can 
know that truth too!

Lead boys and girls in singing “Crucified with Christ.”

Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 

LEADER • Can you think of the ways leaders in your life 
have helped you grow? Watch this video as you 
consider that question.

Show the “Unit 31, Session 5” discussion starter video. 
Discuss with the kids who was missing in each scene. Ask 
them why teachers, coaches, and parents are important. 
Talk through ways pastors help the church. Ask the kids to 
consider ways they can be leaders among their friends.
LEADER • God gives us many different kinds of leaders for 

many different parts of life. We have parents to lead 
us at home, teachers to lead us in school, coaches to 
lead us in sports, and pastors to lead our churches. 
Our number one leader of all is Jesus. He is the King 
of everything. God has given us His Word so that we 
can know what He wants us to do!

• Key Passage Poster
• “Crucified with Christ” 

song

• “Unit 31, Session 5” 
discussion starter 
video
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One important thing God wants us to do is 
support and pray for the different leaders in our lives. 
God has placed each person who is a leader, and 
that means we should do what we can to help them 
follow God and lead others to do the same.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • When we believe in Jesus, our lives are made 
new. Jesus turns our old sinful lives into wonderful 
pictures of God’s glory and goodness. Let’s sing!

Sing together “Take My Life and Let It Be.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Lord, thank You for giving us leaders in the 

church to help us grow closer to You and obey You 
in our mission of making disciples. Thank You for 
Your Word. Guide us to study the Bible and help us 
understand the truth. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “Take My Life and Let It 
Be” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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Apply the STORY

SESSION TITLE: Paul’s Letters to Church Leaders 
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 4:11-16; 2 Timothy 4:1-8; Titus 2:11-14
MAIN POINT: Paul encouraged church leaders to teach God’s Word.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? Obedience 

is our response to God’s love for us.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Write five versions of the key passage on individual index 
cards. Write one that is correct and four that have been 
changed. Place each card in an envelope and hide them 
around the room. Invite the kids to find the envelopes and 
open them. Then they must work together to find and 
discard the incorrect versions. Then give volunteers time to 
say the verse from memory. 
SAY • Paul wrote letters to church leaders to remind them 

to preach God’s Word. We memorize God’s Word to 
help us know what is true about God and ourselves. 
We should pray for and support our leaders, but we 
must also read and know God’s Word for ourselves 
so that we can tell if a leader ever begins to teach 
something that is not correct.

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Using paper and markers, make four signs, labeled A, B, 
C, and D, to hang in four corners around the room. Ask 
kids the following questions and instruct them to run to 
the corner that corresponds with the answer they think 
is correct. After the kids have chosen a corner, reveal the 

• Key Passage Poster
• index cards
• envelopes
• pen

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Poster
• paper
• markers
• tape
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correct answer. Kids in the wrong corners will sit, while 
kids who selected the correct corner will continue playing. 
Play until you have asked all the questions or all the kids are 
sitting in a corner. Correct answers are italicized.

Questions:
1. Who wrote the letters we learned about today?

a. Peter
b. Paul
c. Timothy
d. Titus

2. How many letters did Paul write to Timothy?
a. Two
b. Three
c. One
d. Zero

3. How many letters did Paul write to Titus?
a. Two
b. Three
c. One
d. Zero

4. What was the main purpose of Paul’s letters to 
Timothy and Titus?

a. Paul wanted them to throw a surprise party.
b. Paul reminded them to eat their vegetables.
c.  Paul encouraged church leaders to teach God’s 

Word.
d. Paul invited them to join him on his travels.

5. Why does God want us to obey Him?
a. Obedience helps us earn God’s love.
b. Obedience is easy.
c. Obedience isn’t important to God.
d. Obedience is our response to God’s love for us.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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SAY • Paul wrote to Timothy and Titus so that they could 
learn to be good leaders in the church. Paul wanted 
to make sure they were faithful to God’s Word and 
taught other Christians to trust and obey God. 
Obedience is important to God, but not because 
it is easy or because we can earn God’s love. Why 
does God want us to obey Him? Obedience is our 
response to God’s love for us.

Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Letters of encouragement
Distribute paper and pencils to the kids. Help them write 
encouraging letters to the leaders in your church. If your 
group cannot yet write, encourage them to draw pictures 
and help them add simple captions. Seal the letters and 
pictures in envelopes and write the names of the leader on 
the envelopes. Give these to parents to deliver, or collect 
them and deliver them for the kids. 
SAY • God gives us leaders to help us grow. Paul 

encouraged church leaders to teach God’s Word. 
Leaders in the church are called to teach God’s Word 
to believers so they can be disciples of Jesus who 
spread the gospel and make more disciples.

OPTION 2: Paper people
Print the “Paper People” printable on heavyweight paper 
and distribute one to each kid. Instruct the kids to decorate 
the person to look like themselves and the clothing to look 
like something they would wear. Then help the kids write 
unholiness on their person, and holiness on the clothing 
they will put on the person. Then help the kids cut out the 
pieces they need, put the clothing on the person and fold 

• paper
• pencils and crayons
• envelopes

LOW PREP

• “Paper People” 
printable

• crayons or markers
• scissors
• tape (optional)
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over the tabs to hold it in place. Use tape if needed. 
SAY • Paul encouraged church leaders to teach God’s 

Word. One thing the Bible talks about is being 
“clothed with righteousness.” When we know God’s 
Word and obey it, we show that Jesus has changed 
us, inside and out. These crafts can help us remember 
that God loves us and wants to replace our sin with 
Jesus’ righteousness. 

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute each child’s journal. Ask the kids to write about 
or draw a picture to answer the following questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure each child secures this week’s sheet in the journal, 
and then collect them. Keep the journals in the classroom 
so they will be available every week or as often as you wish 
to use them.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• Journal Page
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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