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UNIT 31
Session 5

Leader BIBLE STUDY

As the early church expanded outside Jerusalem, new 
churches were planted in various cities. Each church needed 
godly leaders to help it grow and stay true to the gospel. 
Paul understood this need, which is why he wrote letters 
to some of the leaders in the church. Two of these leaders 
were Timothy and Titus. Timothy was Paul’s friend. He had 
traveled with Paul and helped him. Now Timothy was a 
leader at the church in Ephesus.
 
Titus was a Gentile believer. He had traveled with Paul 
too. Now Titus was on the island of Crete to help train 
more church leaders. Paul wrote to give Timothy and Titus 
advice, and he gave instructions for all the church leaders.

Use Week of:

Paul’s Letters to Church Leaders

BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 4:11-16; 2 Timothy 4:1-8; Titus 2:11-14
MAIN POINT: Paul told church leaders to teach God’s Word.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey 

because God loves us.

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 58

TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 60

EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 62
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Paul warned Timothy and Titus that being a leader was 
difficult at times, but God had chosen them to be leaders. 
Their role as leaders put them in a position to serve God. 
Paul hoped that recognizing this would help them persevere 
and live in a way that pleased Christ. 
 
As you share with your preschoolers this week, help them 
see the value in God’s gift of church leaders. Look for ways 
to support your leaders so that your preschoolers value 
them, love them, and respect them. Consider ways your 
group can encourage your leaders. 
 
At the same time, emphasize that God is at work in them 
and that they too might be leaders in the church one day—
perhaps one day soon. Help your preschoolers see that 
being a leader is a great privilege to help point others to the 
gospel. 
 
Finally, be sure that your preschoolers understand that 
church leaders do not lead on their own. All church leaders 
follow the leadership of Jesus, who was a servant-leader to 
us. He gave His life so that we could be forgiven of our sin. 
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Paul’s Letters to Church Leaders
1 Timothy 4:11-16; 2 Timothy 4:1-8; Titus 2:11-14

After Jesus went up to heaven, the Holy Spirit came 
down to help Jesus’ followers. The church grew because 
more and more people heard the good news about Jesus and 
believed. Jesus’ followers went to different cities to tell more 
people about Jesus. The believers met together, and leaders 
taught them about God and about how Christians should 
live.

Paul wrote letters to some of the church leaders. One 
of the leaders was named Timothy. He was Paul’s friend. 
Paul and Timothy had traveled together, and Timothy 
helped Paul. Now Timothy was a church leader in the city 
of Ephesus. 

Paul’s letter to Timothy said, “Dear Timothy, it does 
not matter that you are young. Be an example for the 
other believers. Show them how to live, how to love, and 
how to trust God.” Paul also said, “Teach the people 
what is right. Teach God’s Word, and always be ready to 
share the good news about Jesus. Later on, people will 
not want to hear what is right. They will want you to say 
things that make them happy even if they are not true. 
Don’t do that! Keep telling God’s truth no matter what.”

Another church leader was named Titus. Titus had 
traveled with Paul too. Now Titus was a church leader on 
the island of Crete. Paul wrote to Timothy and Titus to 
share good ideas with them and tell all the church leaders 
what they should do.

Paul’s letter to Titus said, “God is kind to people who 
sin. He sent Jesus to rescue people from their sins. This is 
why we want to do what is right. We want to live in a way 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Act it out: Choose a 
preschooler to be Paul, 
another to be Timothy, 
and another to be Titus. 
Guide them to act out 
the story as you tell it. 

• Deliver letters: 
Make two copies of the 
Bible story and place 
each in an envelope. 
Write Timothy on one 
envelope and Titus on 
the other. Use a sign to 
designate one area of 
the room to be Ephesus 
and another to be Crete. 
Walk to those areas of 
the room and open up 
the proper letter at the 
appropriate moment in 
the Bible story. 

The BIBLE STORY
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that pleases God. One day, Jesus will come again. We 
want to do what is good because He loves us.

Christ Connection: Paul wrote letters to leaders in the 
church. He helped them know how to lead God’s people. 
Church leaders help believers know what is true, and they serve 
the church. Jesus served us by dying on the cross for our sins.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

MORE!

Invite preschoolers 
to check out this 

week’s devotionals 
to discover how 
God’s Word can 

help them grow in 
the gospel. Order 
in bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Introduce THE STORY

SESSION TITLE: Paul’s Letters to Church Leaders
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 4:11-16; 2 Timothy 4:1-8; Titus 2:11-14
MAIN POINT: Paul told church leaders to teach God’s Word.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey 

because God loves us.

Welcome time
Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Invite preschoolers to use their finger, the eraser end of an 
unsharpened pencil, or a marker to trace the path from Paul 
to Timothy and the path from Paul to Titus. 
SAY • Paul wrote letters to two of the church leaders: 

Timothy and Titus. Paul shared good ideas with 
them and told all the church leaders what they 
should do. Listen to our Bible story to hear what 
Paul had to say to Timothy and Titus and even our 
church leaders today.

Play a “Be an Example” game 
Guide children to spread out around the room. Explain that 
preschoolers should follow your example by copying your 
actions. Emphasize that preschoolers need to stay in their 
own area. Say, “Look at me and do what I do.” Perform 

• “Take My Life and Let It 
Be” song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert download
• favorite toys related to 

the Bible story theme

• “Trace the Path” activity 
page, 1 per child

• marker or unsharpened 
pencil with an eraser

LOW PREP
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various movements for about 10 seconds each. Movements 
may include touching your toes, moving your arms in a 
circle, running in place, jumping up and down, and patting 
your head. After a minute of activity, choose a preschooler 
to be the leader. Continue until all preschoolers who wish 
to do so have been the leader.
SAY • In today’s Bible story, Paul wrote to his friend 

Timothy. Paul told Timothy to be an example for 
the other believers. That meant that Timothy was 
supposed to say, “Look at me and do what I do.” 
Listen to our Bible story to hear what Timothy was 
supposed to show other believers how to do. 

Match cards and envelopes
Gather paper and envelopes. Use different colors of markers 
to place one or two dots on each paper. Fold the papers like 
letters. Draw matching dots on an envelope for each letter. 
Set all the letters and envelopes out on a table. Encourage 
preschoolers to match the letters to the correct envelopes by 
matching the dots.
SAY • Most of the time when we send a letter, we send it in 

an envelope. In today’s Bible story, Paul wrote letters 
to Timothy and Titus. Timothy and Titus were 
leaders in the church. Paul had some very important 
things to say to these men. Listen to our Bible story.

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to pretend to carry a letter as they move 
to Bible study. 

• paper
• envelopes

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
Ask preschoolers who helps lead at church.
SAY • God puts the people He wants to lead at church in 

charge, but those people must follow Jesus and do 
what God says in the Bible. Listen to our Bible story 
to hear what Paul had to say to some church leaders. 

Watch or tell the Bible story
Place a bookmark at 1 Timothy 4 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • God is so kind to give us the Bible. The Bible tells us 

how to live and how we should do things at church, 
but most of all the Bible tells about Jesus! Today’s Bible 
story comes from 1 and 2 Timothy and Titus. 

Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling helps. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • Paul wrote letters to Timothy and Titus. He helped 

them know how to lead God’s people. Paul told 
church leaders to teach God’s Word. Church 
leaders help believers know what is true, and they 

• Bible 
• bookmark
• “Paul’s Letters to 

Church Leaders” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

Teach THE STORY

SESSION TITLE: Paul’s Letters to Church Leaders 
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 4:11-16; 2 Timothy 4:1-8; Titus 2:11-14
MAIN POINT: Paul told church leaders to teach God’s Word.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey 

because God loves us.
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serve the church. Jesus served us by dying on the 
cross for our sins.

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big 
story circle as you ask the following review questions:

1. Who are the church leaders Paul wrote to in today’s 
Bible story? (Timothy and Titus) 

2. Was it OK for Timothy to be a church leader even 
though he was young? (Yes, he was to be an example to 
the other believers.) 

3. What did Paul tell Timothy to teach? (God’s Word) 
4. Will people always want to hear what is right? (no) 

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Paul’s letter to Titus reminds us of our big picture 

question. Why does God want us to obey Him? We 
obey because God loves us. Paul told Titus that God 
sent Jesus to rescue people from their sin. This is why 
we want to do what is right. We want to live in a way 
that pleases God. One day, Jesus will come again. We 
want to do what is good because He loves us.

Practice the key passage 
Open your Bible to Galatians 2:20. Read the key passage 
aloud several times. Sing together the key passage song, 
“F-A-I-T-H.”
SAY • Our key passage tells us that Jesus loved us and gave 

His life for us. Jesus served us by dying on the cross 
for our sins. Church leaders should serve God’s 
people out of love for Jesus and His people.

Transition to experience the story

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Key Passage Poster
• “F-A-I-T-H” song
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Experience THE STORY

SESSION TITLE: Paul’s Letters to Church Leaders 
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 4:11-16; 2 Timothy 4:1-8; Titus 2:11-14
MAIN POINT: Paul told church leaders to teach God’s Word.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey 

because God loves us.

Guard the Bible
Lead preschoolers to sit on the floor in a circle. Place a 
chair in the center of the circle with a Bible underneath 
it. Choose a preschooler to sit in the chair. Cover her eyes 
with a blindfold. Explain that you will quietly tap a child 
on the shoulder. That child will silently take the Bible and 
hide it behind them. Remove the blindfold from the child’s 
eyes and allow her to guess who has the Bible. After three 
guesses, reveal the Bible. Choose another preschooler to be 
blindfolded and play again. 
SAY • Paul told church leaders to teach God’s Word. The 

Bible is the most important book. Church leaders are 
to help believers know what is true. People do not 
always want to hear what is right. They will want our 
church leaders to say things that make them happy 
even if they are not true. But we must keep telling 
God’s truth no matter what. 

Prayer walk your church
Lead preschoolers on a walk around the church, praying 
as you go. Stop and pray outside the worship center and 
classrooms, asking God to help your church leaders teach 
God’s Word no matter what. Stop and pray for each church 

• chair
• Bible
• blindfold

Tip: Preschoolers 
who do not wish to 
be blindfolded may 
simply close their 
eyes.

LOW PREP

• walking rope (optional)

Option: Make “We 
Prayed for You!” 
cards for church 
leaders and leave 
them in their offices 
or mailboxes.

LOW PREP

62 Preschool Leader Guide
Unit 31 • Session 5

© 2017 LifeWay



staff member outside his or her office. Walk around the 
outside of the church and pray that it would always be a 
place that tells people the good news about Jesus.
SAY • Paul told church leaders to teach God’s Word. We 

should be very thankful for our church leaders. They 
have a hard job. They teach us what is true and serve 
us. We should pray for them often. Jesus served us all 
by dying on the cross for our sins.

Invite a church leader to class 
Invite a pastor, elder, or deacon to your class. Ask him 
to tell the children his favorite story from the Bible. He 
may also share his favorite Bible verse. Allow time for 
preschoolers to ask questions. Be sure he explains how he 
serves the church and submits to Jesus’ authority. Pray for 
the church leader before he leaves.
SAY • Our church leader, [guest’s name], does not lead on 

his own. Jesus helps our church leaders as they follow 
Him. Church leaders help believers know what is 
true, and they serve the church. Jesus served us by 
dying on the cross for our sin. Paul told church 
leaders to teach God’s Word. 

Trace bodies
Gather a large sheet of paper for each preschooler. The 
paper should be as tall as the preschooler. Guide each 
preschooler to lay down on the paper with her arms and feet 
extended while you trace her body with a washable marker. 
Write each child’s name at the top of her paper. Guide 
children to fill in their outline with their face, clothing, and 
so forth. 
SAY • You are young, but you are going to keep getting 

• guest

• large sheet of paper, 
1 per child

• markers
• hand wipes for cleanup
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bigger. One day you may be a church leader. God 
may choose you to lead His people. You will be able 
to help believers know what is true and serve the 
church. Let’s pray that no matter what God’s plans 
are for you as you get bigger, that you will love Him 
and His Word. Paul told church leaders to teach 
God’s Word. 

Sing a song about God’s Word
Sing the following lyrics to the tune of “The More We Get 
Together.” If you are unfamiliar with the tune, look it up 
online before the session. 

“ The Bible is God’s words, 
is God’s words, is God’s words. 
The Bible is God’s words, 
and God’s words are true!”

SAY • The Bible is God’s words and God’s words are true! 
Paul told church leaders to teach God’s Word. 
Paul wrote letters to leaders in the church. He helped 
them know how to lead God’s people. Church 
leaders help believers know what is true, and they 
serve the church. Jesus served us by dying on the 
cross for our sins.

LOW PREP

64 Preschool Leader Guide
Unit 31 • Session 5

© 2017 LifeWay



Snack
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom 
break and wash hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time. 
Thank God for the snack. 

Serve a special snack and invite one or more church 
leaders to join you. They may be busy, so assure them it 
is OK to just take the snack to go. Lead preschoolers in 
thanking church leaders for serving God’s people. Remind 
preschoolers that Paul told church leaders to teach God’s 
Word. Church leaders, and us too, are to always be ready to 
share the good news about Jesus. 

Transition 
When a child finishes his snack, guide him to throw away 
any trash. He may select a book or puzzle to examine, play 
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible 
story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to draw 
one of your church leaders. Remind preschoolers that 
church leaders help believers know what is true, and they 
serve the church. Jesus served us by dying on the cross for 
our sins. Pray for the children.
SAY • God, thank You for our church leaders. Help them as 

they lead Your people. Some of these children may be 
church leaders one day. Help them grow in their love 
for You and knowledge of Your Word. Make them 
mighty men and women of God. Amen. 

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert download
• snack food
• paper cups and napkins 

• books
• puzzles 
• play dough 
• Journal Page printable, 

1 per child 
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for 

Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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