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UNIT 31
Session 5

Leader BIBLE STUDY

As the early church expanded outside Jerusalem, new 
churches were planted in various cities. Each church needed 
godly leaders to help it grow and stay true to the gospel. 
Paul understood this need, which is why he wrote letters 
to some of the leaders in the church. Two of these leaders 
were Timothy and Titus. Timothy was Paul’s friend. He had 
traveled with Paul and helped him. Now Timothy was a 
leader at the church in Ephesus.

Titus was a Gentile believer. He had traveled with Paul 
too. Now Titus was on the island of Crete to help train 
more church leaders. Paul wrote to give Timothy and Titus 
advice, and he gave instructions for all the church leaders.

Use Week of:

Paul’s Letters to Church Leaders

BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 4:11-16; 2 Timothy 4:1-8; Titus 2:11-14
MAIN POINT: Paul encouraged church leaders to teach God’s Word.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? Obedience 

is our response to God’s love for us.

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 74

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 76

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 82
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Paul warned Timothy and Titus that being a leader was 
difficult at times, but God had chosen them to be leaders. 
Their role as leaders put them in a position to serve God. 
Paul hoped that recognizing this would help them persevere 
and live in a way that pleased Christ. 

As you share with your kids this week, help them see the 
value in God’s gift of church leaders. Look for ways to 
support your leaders so that your kids value them, love 
them, and respect them. Consider ways your group can 
encourage your leaders. 

At the same time, emphasize that God is at work in them 
and that they too might be leaders in the church one 
day—perhaps one day soon. Help your kids see that being a 
leader is a great privilege to help point others to the gospel. 

Finally, be sure that your kids understand that church 
leaders do not lead on their own. All church leaders follow 
the leadership of Jesus, who was a servant-leader to us. He 
gave His life so that we could be forgiven of our sin.
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Paul’s Letters to Church Leaders
1 Timothy 4:11-16; 2 Timothy 4:1-8; Titus 2:11-14

Before Jesus went to heaven, He told His followers 
that the Holy Spirit would give them power to share 
the gospel—in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the ends of the earth. That is exactly what happened! 
The early church grew, spreading out in different 
cities as more and more people heard the gospel and 
trusted in Jesus. The believers met together as churches, 
and leaders taught them about God and about how 
Christians should live.

Paul wrote letters to some of the leaders in the 
church. Two of these leaders were Timothy and Titus. 
Timothy was Paul’s friend. He had traveled with Paul and 
helped him. Now Timothy was a leader at the church in 
Ephesus.

Paul reminded Timothy to not let anyone look down 
on him because he was young. Paul said, “Be an example 
of what a believer says and does.” Timothy could show 
people how to live, how to love, and how to trust God.

Paul also taught Timothy to read the Scriptures to 
the believers in the church. He taught him to be patient 
and to correct people when they do wrong things. Timothy 
could encourage believers by teaching them what is right. 
Timothy could teach God’s Word and always be ready to 
share the gospel.

Being a leader in the church is not easy. Paul told 
Timothy that God had chosen him to lead. Paul wrote, “Do 
not be afraid to suffer for the Lord.”

Titus was a Gentile believer and leader. He was also 
a friend of Paul’s. Titus had traveled with Paul and was on 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Draw figures: Draw 
figures on a chalkboard 
or dry erase board to 
represent Paul, Timothy, 
and Titus. Point to 
a figure when you 
mention his name. 

• Vary tone: Vary your 
tone of voice between 
telling bolded and 
unbolded portions of 
the Bible story script.

The BIBLE STORY
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the island of Crete to help train more church leaders. When 
Paul wrote to Titus, he explained why believers should 
live in a way that pleases God.

Paul explained that God is gracious to sinners. God 
gave us what we do not deserve when He provided the 
way for people to be saved from sin. Because of this, we 
want to do what is right. We want to live in ways that please 
God. Jesus died on the cross to rescue us from sin and 
death, and we want to do what is good because He loves 
us. We know that one day Jesus will come again.

Christ Connection: Paul wrote to give Timothy and Titus 
advice and to help all church leaders know how to lead God’s 
people. Church leaders help believers know what is true, and 
they serve the church by following the example of Jesus, who 
served us by dying on the cross for our sins.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

BIBLE EXPRESS!

Invite kids to check 
out this week’s 
devotionals to 

discover how God’s 
Word can help 

them grow in the 
gospel. Order in 
bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Introduce the STORY

SESSION TITLE: Paul’s Letters to Church Leaders
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 4:11-16; 2 Timothy 4:1-8; Titus 2:11-14
MAIN POINT: Paul encouraged church leaders to teach God’s Word.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? Obedience 

is our response to God’s love for us.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to talk about the best 
advice they ever received. Who gave them the advice?
SAY • Advice often comes from people who have 

experienced more than we have. In many of his New 
Testament letters, Paul gave advice to other believers 
and church leaders about how to live.

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete “Leading in Life” on the activity 
page. Encourage kids to draw pictures of the person or 
people who are leaders in each of the places listed. Guide 
kids to draw themselves in the fourth circle and write in a 
place where they currently serve as a leader or a place where 
they might someday like to lead.
SAY • Leaders help guide others in lots of different places. 

Today’s Bible story is about a letter Paul wrote to 
some church leaders. God gives us many leaders in 
the church, and one day you might be a leader in the 
church too!

• “Leading in Life” activity 
page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: The message
Before the session, write the following words on separate 
index cards: Jesus, church, Paul, Bible. Make two sets.

Form two teams and instruct each team to sit in a row. 
Give the first person in each row a blank index card and a 
pencil. Give the last person in each row a word card. 

The last person will use his finger to spell the word on 
the back of the player in front of him. That player will spell 
the word on the next player’s back, and so on down the row.

The last player should write the letters he received on his 
back. If a team passes the word down the row correctly, they 
earn a point. Play additional rounds with new word cards.
SAY • These words all have something to do with our Bible 

story today. Listen carefully to find out!

OPTION 2: Interview a church leader
Arrange for a member of your church’s leadership team to 
visit your class. Encourage the leader to introduce himself. 
Then ask the following questions:

• How long have you been a member of the church?
• How did you become a leader in the church?
• What is the most challenging thing about being a 
leader in the church? What do you like the best?

Invite kids to answer additional questions as time allows.
SAY • The church is made up of believers, but God calls 

some to be leaders, such as pastors or deacons. 
Church leaders serve God by serving the church. The 
Bible contains messages from Paul to leaders in the 
early church. Let’s find out what Paul had to say.

Transition to teach the story

• index cards
• markers or pencils

LOW PREP
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing a hat or helmet, a backpack, and 
sunglasses or goggles. Before addressing kids, leader removes 
backpack and sunglasses or goggles.]
LEADER • Hello! Welcome back to the Mount Olam (oh 

LAHM) Base Camp! I can hardly believe it, but 
this is our last week together at base camp. We have 
learned so much about the early church and some 
of the instructions God gives believers in His Word. 
[Remove Bible from backpack.]

Are you ready to hear today’s Bible story? This is a 
true story from the Word of God. Everything in the 
Bible is true. That’s what I love about the Bible. The 
Bible has been around for so long, but it is powerful 
and purposeful today just like it was centuries ago. 
The Bible is more important than any other book in 
the world, and I hope you all will make time to read 
it this week. Let’s get started.

• countdown video

• leader attire

Teach the STORY

SESSION TITLE: Paul’s Letters to Church Leaders
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 4:11-16; 2 Timothy 4:1-8; Titus 2:11-14
MAIN POINT: Paul encouraged church leaders to teach God’s Word.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? Obedience 

is our response to God’s love for us.
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Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • The big picture question we have been answering 
is, Why does God want us to obey Him? We know 
we don’t obey God to earn His favor; we are already 
accepted in Jesus. Obedience is our response to 
God’s love for us.

Obeying God also shows that we trust Him. God 
made us, and He knows what is best for us. Let’s say 
our big picture question and answer together: Why 
does God want us to obey Him? Obedience is our 
response to God’s love for us.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline or big story circle. Point to previous 
stories as you review.
LEADER • The stories we have learned about all had to do 

with letters Paul wrote to churches. As the early 
church grew, they faced problems. 

That’s not unusual when you get a bunch of sinners 
together! So Paul reminded them of the truth about 
God and the gospel. Today we will hear about some 
advice Paul gave to church leaders. Let’s check it out.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to 1 Timothy 4:11-16; 2 Timothy 4:1-8; 
Titus 2:11-14. Use the Bible storytelling tips on the Bible 
story page to help you tell the story, or show the Bible story 
video “Paul’s Letters to Church Leaders.”
LEADER • Back when the early church started and was 

growing, nobody had phones or computers. If Paul 
wanted to send a message to his friends, he couldn’t 
just send them an email or a text message. He had to 

• Giant Timeline or 
Big Story Circle

• Bibles
• “Paul’s Letters to Church 

Leaders” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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travel and visit them face-to-face, or he had to write 
letters. So Paul wrote letters, and many of his letters 
are found in the Bible.

Our Bible story today comes from some letters 
Paul wrote to his friends Timothy and Titus. They 
were leaders in the church, and because they were 
leaders, Paul wanted to make sure they knew how 
to lead God’s people. If Timothy or Titus strayed 
from the Bible, they would lead everyone else astray 
too. That would not be good. So Paul encouraged 
church leaders to teach God’s Word.

Now Timothy was a young leader at the church 
in Ephesus, and maybe some of the people did not 
respect him because he had not been around very 
long. Paul encouraged Timothy to not let anyone 
look down on him. Even though Timothy was 
young, he could still show people how to live, how to 
love, and how to trust God.

Paul knew that being a church leader is not easy, 
but it is a calling from God. Paul told Timothy not 
to be afraid to suffer for the Lord.

Paul also wrote a letter to Titus, who was on the 
island of Crete. Paul told Titus why believers should 
live in a way that pleases God. Why does God want 
us to obey Him? Obedience is our response to God’s 
love for us.

Christ connection
LEADER • Paul wrote to give Timothy and Titus advice and 

to help all church leaders know how to lead God’s 
people. Church leaders help believers know what 
is true, and they serve the church by following the 

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.
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example of Jesus, who served us by dying on the 
cross for our sins.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
the key passage together. Then instruct kids to turn to a 
partner and recite the key passage. Encourage kids to say it 
from memory if they can.
LEADER • When we trust in Jesus for our salvation, we stop 

doing things for selfish reasons and start doing things 
that show love for Jesus and others. Our old way of 
living is dead because we start living for Jesus and 
His glory. Jesus loves us and gave His life for us.

Singing our key passage song can help us memorize 
God’s Word. Memorizing God’s Word helps us 
remember what is true about God and about 
ourselves. Let’s sing.

Lead boys and girls in singing “Crucified with Christ.”

Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 

LEADER • Think about some of the leaders in your life. 
How would your life be different without leaders? 
Check out this video.

Show the “Unit 31, Session 5” discussion starter video. 
Then lead kids to discuss the following questions:

1. What was missing from each of those scenes?
2. How important are leaders in our lives?
3. How important are leaders in the church?

LEADER • Paul encouraged church leaders to teach God’s 
Word. God calls us to support and pray for the 
church leaders He gives us as they lead us in our 
mission of making disciples.

• Key Passage Poster
• “Crucified with Christ” 

song

• “Unit 31, Session 5” 
discussion starter 
video

79The God Who Leads

© 2017 LIfeWay



Sing (4 minutes)

Open your Bible and read aloud Psalm 146:1-2.
LEADER • I will praise the Lord and sing to my God as long 

as I live. Will you sing with me?
Sing together “Take My Life and Let It Be.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Lord God, thank You for raising up leaders in the 

church to help us grow in Your mission of making 
disciples. Thank You for Your Word. Guide us as we 
study the Bible and give us a hunger and thirst for 
the truth. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “Take My Life and Let It 
Be” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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Apply the STORY

SESSION TITLE: Paul’s Letters to Church Leaders 
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 4:11-16; 2 Timothy 4:1-8; Titus 2:11-14
MAIN POINT: Paul encouraged church leaders to teach God’s Word.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? Obedience 

is our response to God’s love for us.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Display the key passage poster. Lead the kids to read the key 
passage together. Guide kids to stand in a circle. Give the 
first kid a ball. He will begin saying a few words of the key 
passage and then pass the ball to the next player. She should 
pick up where the first player left off, saying a few words. 
Continue passing the ball around the circle, each player 
saying a few words at a time. If a player needs assistance, 
allow her to refer to the key passage poster.

As kids master the verse, challenge them to say the verse 
faster. Invite any boys or girls who have memorized the key 
passage to say it from memory. 
SAY • Good work, everyone. Our key passage tells us that 

Jesus gives us life. Our old way of living for sin and 
self has died if we trust in Jesus. We trust in Jesus and 
live for Him.

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Write the following passages on separate index cards: 
1 Timothy 4:11-16; 2 Timothy 4:1-8; Titus 2:11-14. 

Form three groups and give each group an index card. 
Guide kids to find their assigned passage in their Bibles. 

• Key Passage Poster
• ball

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Poster
• index cards, 3
• pencils
• paper
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Then instruct each group to do the following:
1. Read your assigned passage, taking turns to read one 

verse at a time.
2. Make a list of what the passage says to do or believe.

Call on groups to share their lists. Emphasize these points:
1 Timothy 4:11-16

• Paul reminded Timothy not to let anyone look down 
on him because he was young. (1 Tim. 4:12)

• Timothy could show people how to live, how to love, 
and how to trust God. (1 Tim. 4:12)

• Paul said church leaders should pay attention to their 
life and teaching. (1 Tim. 4:16)

2 Timothy 4:1-8
• Paul told Timothy to preach the word. (2 Tim. 4:2)
• Paul said church leaders should exercise self-control 
and endure hardship. (2 Tim. 4:6)

• The Lord will give believers a crown of righteousness. 
(2 Tim. 4:8)

Titus 2:11-14
• God has graciously brought salvation to the world. 
(Titus 2:11)

• Believers should live in a godly way. (Titus 2:12)
• Jesus saves us to do good works. (Titus 2:14)

SAY • Let’s answer our big picture question: Why does God 
want us to obey Him? Obedience is our response 
to God’s love for us. Paul wrote to give Timothy 
and Titus advice, but these letters are not only for 
Timothy and Titus. They are in the Bible to help all 
church leaders know how to lead God’s people. 

Leaders in the church help us follow Jesus, and 
God calls us to encourage, pray for, and support 
them as they lead.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Write letters of encouragement
Identify a few leaders in your church. Provide supplies for 
kids to write letters to encourage these leaders. Give the 
following prompts if kids need ideas:

• Share something you love about the church.
• Share something you’ve learned at church.
• Thank the leader for something you’ve seen him or 
her do for the church.

• Tell the church leader you are praying for him or her.
• Draw a picture that reminds you of church.

When kids finish, collect the letters and envelopes and 
deliver them this week to the church leaders. Consider 
including snacks or gift cards with kids’ letters.
SAY • Thank you for working so hard on these letters. I 

know they will really encourage the leaders in our 
church. In today’s Bible story, Paul encouraged 
church leaders to teach God’s Word. Church 
leaders help believers know what is true, and they 
serve the church by following the example of Jesus, 
who served us by dying on the cross for our sins.

OPTION 2: What does the Bible say?
Write the following verses on separate slips of paper: 
Genesis 1:1; John 17:3; Revelation 4:11; Romans 3:23; 
Romans 6:23; Romans 5:8; Romans 10:9. Put the strips in a 
bucket or basket and position it at one side of the room.

Call for a volunteer to pull a slip of paper from the 
basket and read it aloud. Challenge the rest of the kids to 
find the verse in their Bibles. When everyone has found it, 
choose someone to read it aloud. The kid who pulled the 
slip of paper should listen carefully and repeat back what he 

• paper
• pens
• colored pencils
• envelopes

LOW PREP

Option: Review 
the gospel with 
boys and girls. 
Explain that kids are 
welcome to speak 
with you or another 
teacher if they have 
questions.

• slips of paper
• marker
• bucket or basket
• Bibles
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heard. Then choose a new volunteer to pull a verse slip. Play 
additional rounds as time allows.
SAY • Great job, everyone. Paul encouraged church 

leaders to teach God’s Word. In order to teach the 
Bible, you need to know what it says! God gave us 
His Word so we can know what is true about Him 
and about ourselves. When we read the Bible, we can 
tell others what it says and encourage them to read 
the Bible for themselves.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think 
about and answer the questions listed on the page:

• What does this story teach me about God or the 
gospel?

• What does the story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How 
are they for God’s glory and my good?

• Are there any promises in this story to remember? 
How do they help me trust and love God?

• How does this story help me to live on mission 
better?

As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas. Then 
pray, asking God to bless the faithful work of local church 
leaders. Pray that kids would grow in their love for God and 
His Word.

As time allows, lead kids to complete “Two Church 
Leaders” on the activity page. Kids should mark whether 
each statement Paul wrote was for Timothy or Titus. Kids 
should look up the references in their Bibles to check their 
answers.

Note: It’s not 
important that a kid 
can repeat the verse 
word-for-word. 
Encourage them to 
communicate the 
main idea.

• pencils
• Journal Page
• “Two Church Leaders” 

activity page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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