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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 31 • Session 4
The God Who Leads

UNIT 31
SESSION 4 

LOVE ONE ANOTHER

BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 John 3:10-18
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
MAIN POINT: God helps us obey Him. 

The Bible Story

1 John 3:10-18

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
John was one of Jesus’ twelve friends. The church of Jesus was growing. 
John wrote a letter to Jesus’ followers so they would know how to live. Jesus’ 
followers should live differently than people who do not follow Jesus. John 
said, “Jesus said we should love one another like He loved us. People will 
know that we follow Jesus if we love one another.” But what is love like? 
John said, “We know what love is like because Jesus gave up His life for us. 
We can give to others and help them like Jesus helped us. We do not just say 
we love others, we show it!”

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 * John wrote a letter to the church.
 * John said Jesus’ followers show love to other people.
 *We love others because Jesus loves us.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
1 John 3. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems 
in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: GOD HELPS US LOVE HIM. We love others because Jesus loves 
us. [Pray for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “The Farmer in the Dell”:
“ God helps us obey Him, God helps us obey Him! 
We love the Lord and obey Him. 
Oh, God helps us obey Him!”

SAY: John wrote a letter to the church. John said Jesus’ followers 
show love to other people. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

FIND THE BIBLE
Help a baby sit in a highchair, a bouncer, or lay on her tummy. 
Show the baby a hand-size Bible; then cover the Bible with a light 
blanket. Encourage the baby to uncover the Bible.
SAY: The Bible is God’s words. In the Bible, John said Jesus’ 
followers show love to other people. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

EXPLORE A SENSORY BAG
Before class, gather heart-shaped items, such as foam shapes, 
buttons, beads, and plastic jewels. Place the heart shapes in a ziplock 
bag with clear shower gel. Seal the bag with duct tape and invite 
babies to explore the bag.
SAY: When we see a heart, we think about love. We love others 
because Jesus loves us. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers. Read the key passage card and 
guide toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to 1 John 3. Show the 
Bible story picture as you tell the story. Say the Gospel Gems. Pray.

MAKE HEART ART
Draw a heart on a piece of paper for each toddler. Help each child 
press her hand on a washable ink pad and then press her hand onto 
every child’s heart. Wipe hands immediately. Write each child’s 
name on her hand and Love one another on each child’s artwork.
SAY: John said Jesus’ followers show love to other people. It is not 
always easy, but GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

SAY IT, SHOW IT
Tell toddlers that you can perform a certain action (jumping jacks, 
push-ups, toe-touch); then show them you can do it. Invite toddlers 
to tell you and show you what they can do.
SAY: We love others because Jesus loves us. We do not just say it, we 
show it! GOD HELPS US LOVE HIM.

FIND A FRIEND
Before class, collect toddlers’ pictures from parents. Stick an 
adhesive magnet to the back. Make sure toddlers do not put 
magnets in their mouths. Call for a child to pick out another child’s 
image and stick it to a metal baking sheet. Each child takes a turn.
SAY: Great job picking out your friends! We love others because 
Jesus loves us! GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

TAKE A SURVEY
Call out favorite foods and invite toddlers to raise their hands if 
they like that food. Invite them to jump if they love it. Talk about 
what it means to really love someone.
SAY: Jesus loved us before we loved Him! GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.
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Bonus Teaching Hour

LOVE ONE ANOTHER
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 John 3:10-18
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
MAIN POINT: God helps us obey Him.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: STICKY ART
Tape clear contact plastic sticky side out to a wall at toddler height. 
Invite children to stick heart-shaped stickers, foam cutouts, people 
cutouts from magazines, and so forth to the contact plastic. 
SAY: John wrote a letter to the church. John said Jesus’ followers 
show love to other people. John said GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

CLAP A PATTERN
Sit in a circle with the toddlers. Begin a pat-pat, clap-clap pattern 
as you chant to the beat of “Going on a Bear Hunt.” Continue 
chanting ways to show love and perform actions as time allows.
“ I will show love to people. [Repeat, crossing arms over heart.] 
God will help me do it! [Repeat, pointing upward.] 
I can hug a neighbor!”[Repeat, mimic the action.]

SAY: We love others because Jesus loves us! We can show love in 
many ways. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

CARE FOR BABIES
Provide vinyl baby dolls, blankets, doll bottles, and other items for 
toddlers to play out caring for a baby. Talk about showing love.
SAY: John wrote a letter to the church about showing love. GOD 

HELPS US OBEY HIM!

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.

© 2017  LifeWay




